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9.11.2020 B9-0343/3

Amendment 3
Nicola Procaccini, Jorge Buxadé Villalba
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Recital B a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

Ba. whereas national parliaments are 
the only suitable places to hold 
democratic debates on the measures that 
should be adopted in order to cope with 
the effects of the pandemic; whereas any 
other informal political forum would not 
guarantee adequate scrutiny of the 
decisions taken by governments to tackle 
the COVID-19 crisis;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/4

Amendment 4
Jorge Buxadé Villalba, Nicola Procaccini
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Recital T

Motion for a resolution Amendment

T. whereas freedom of expression has 
been restricted in some Member States on 
the pretext of fighting disinformation; 
whereas arrests have been made for 
‘fearmongering’ or ‘endangering the 
public’ following the publishing of critical 
thoughts on social media; whereas the 
coronavirus pandemic has been 
accompanied by a wave of false and 
misleading information, hoaxes, consumer 
fraud, cybercrime and conspiracy theories, 
as well as targeted disinformation 
campaigns by foreign actors, which pose 
numerous potential threats to EU citizens, 
their health and their trust in public 
institutions;

T. whereas freedom of expression has 
been restricted in some Member States on 
the pretext of fighting disinformation; 
whereas arrests have been made for 
‘fearmongering’ or ‘endangering the 
public’ following the publishing of critical 
thoughts on social media; whereas the 
coronavirus pandemic has been 
accompanied by a wave of false and 
misleading information, hoaxes, consumer 
fraud, cybercrime and conspiracy theories, 
as well as targeted disinformation 
campaigns by foreign actors or even 
Member State public authorities, which 
pose numerous potential threats to EU 
citizens, their health and their trust in 
public institutions;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/5

Amendment 5
Jorge Buxadé Villalba, Nicola Procaccini
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Recital AB

Motion for a resolution Amendment

AB. whereas lockdown measures and 
the closing of borders have had a profound 
impact on access to asylum procedures; 
whereas many Member States temporarily 
limited or even put on hold the processing 
of asylum requests, and most suspended 
Dublin transfers, returns and resettlement; 
whereas some Member States have 
declared their ports unsafe or not allowed 
the disembarkation of migrants rescued in 
search and rescue operations, leaving them 
in limbo for an unlimited period of time at 
sea and putting their lives at risk; whereas 
most Member States have now 
recommenced these activities; whereas 
outbreaks of COVID-19 have been 
reported in several asylum reception 
centres, resulting in vulnerable groups 
being put directly at risk, and whereas 
overcrowded camps at the EU’s external 
borders continue to pose a particular risk of 
a massive outbreak as social distancing 
rules cannot be applied, while shelter and 
access to food, water, sanitation facilities, 
and mental and physical healthcare, 
including for those who have contracted 
COVID-19, are very limited;

AB. whereas lockdown measures and 
the closing of borders have had a profound 
impact on access to asylum procedures; 
whereas many Member States temporarily 
limited or even put on hold the processing 
of asylum requests, and most suspended 
Dublin transfers, returns and resettlement; 
whereas some Member States have 
declared their ports unsafe or not allowed 
the disembarkation of migrants rescued in 
search and rescue operations as they pose a 
sanitary and security risk; whereas most 
Member States have now recommenced 
these activities; whereas outbreaks of 
COVID-19 have been reported in several 
asylum reception centres, resulting in 
vulnerable groups being put directly at risk, 
and whereas overcrowded camps at the 
EU’s external borders continue to pose a 
particular risk of a massive outbreak as 
social distancing rules cannot be applied, 
while shelter and access to food, water, 
sanitation facilities, and mental and 
physical healthcare, including for those 
who have contracted COVID-19, are very 
limited;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/6

Amendment 6
Nicola Procaccini, Jorge Buxadé Villalba
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Recital AB a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

ABa. whereas some governments are 
underestimating the risk to public health 
posed by uncontrolled migration; whereas 
it is inconceivable that national ports 
remain open for the disembarkation of 
migrants while EU citizens are subjected 
to new restrictive measures which may 
limit their freedom of movement;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/7

Amendment 7
Jorge Buxadé Villalba, Nicola Procaccini
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Recital AI a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

AIa. whereas the Member States have 
used their competences as sovereign states 
under the Treaties; whereas the EU 
institutions have shown neither foresight 
nor effectiveness in the exercise of their 
competences when putting forward 
proposals to help Member States to 
prevent the spread of or protect against 
the virus or its negative consequences for 
health and national economies;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/8

Amendment 8
Jorge Buxadé Villalba, Nicola Procaccini
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 3

Motion for a resolution Amendment

3. Calls on the Member States to 
ensure that, when measures that could 
restrict the functioning of democratic 
institutions, the rule of law or fundamental 
rights are adopted, assessed or reviewed, 
those measures observe the 
recommendations of international bodies 
such as the UN and the Council of Europe, 
including the Venice Commission, and of 
the Commission’s report on the rule of law 
situation in the EU; reiterates its call on the 
Member States not to abuse emergency 
powers to pass legislation unrelated to the 
COVID-19 health emergency objectives in 
order to surpass parliamentary oversight;

3. Calls on the Member States to 
ensure that, when measures that could 
restrict the functioning of democratic 
institutions, the rule of law or fundamental 
rights are adopted, assessed or reviewed, 
those measures take into account the 
recommendations of international bodies 
such as the UN and the Council of Europe, 
including the Venice Commission, and of 
the Commission’s report on the rule of law 
situation in the EU; reiterates its call on the 
Member States not to abuse emergency 
powers to pass legislation unrelated to the 
COVID-19 health emergency objectives in 
order to surpass parliamentary oversight;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/9

Amendment 9
Jorge Buxadé Villalba, Nicola Procaccini
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11

Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Recalls that the best way to fight 
disinformation is to protect and ensure the 
right to information and freedom of 
expression, providing support to ensure 
media pluralism and independent 
journalism; calls on the Member States, in 
this context, to ensure transparency when 
adopting measures and to provide their 
citizens with comprehensive, up-to-date, 
precise and objective information and data 
concerning the public health situation and 
measures taken to control it, to fight 
disinformation that aims to discredit or 
distort scientific knowledge about health 
risks and that concerns government 
measures that are justified in the fight 
against the spread of COVID-19, in a 
balanced way and taking great care not to 
create a chilling effect on freedom of 
expression and on journalists, healthcare 
workers or others by resorting to 
criminalisation or disproportionate 
sanctioning; stresses that the pandemic has 
increased the stigmatisation of migrants 
and led to a rise in instances of 
discrimination which has been exacerbated 
by misinformation and fake news53, 
including racist and xenophobic incidents 
against people belonging to ethnic 
minorities, and hate speech against persons 
with disabilities and refugees54; stresses 
that disinformation is an evolving 

11. Recalls that the best way to fight 
disinformation is to protect and ensure the 
right to information and freedom of 
expression, providing support to ensure 
media pluralism and independent 
journalism; calls on the Member States, in 
this context, to ensure transparency when 
adopting measures, to provide their citizens 
with comprehensive, up-to-date, precise 
and objective information and data 
concerning the public health situation and 
measures taken to control it and to fight 
disinformation that aims to discredit or 
distort scientific knowledge about health 
risks in a balanced way and taking great 
care not to create a chilling effect on 
freedom of expression and on journalists, 
healthcare workers or others by resorting to 
criminalisation or disproportionate 
sanctioning; stresses that the pandemic has 
increased the stigmatisation of migrants 
and led to a rise in instances of 
discrimination which has been exacerbated 
by misinformation and fake news53, 
including racist and xenophobic incidents 
against people belonging to ethnic 
minorities, and hate speech against persons 
with disabilities and refugees54; stresses 
that disinformation is an evolving 
challenge with the potential to negatively 
influence democratic processes and 
societal debates; underlines, however, that 
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challenge with the potential to negatively 
influence democratic processes and 
societal debates affecting all policy areas, 
to undermine citizens’ trust in democracy 
and to discourage European cooperation 
and solidarity; recalls that Parliament is 
already working on a set of possible 
measures through its Special Committee on 
Foreign Interference in all Democratic 
Processes in the European Union, 
including Disinformation (INGE);

______________________
53 International Organization for Migration, 
COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #19: 
Misinformation on migration & migrants, 
20 April 2020.
54 FRA, Coronavirus pandemic in the EU – 
Fundamental Rights implications – 
Bulletin No 1, 8 April 2020.

there is not always a scientific consensus 
to support policy measures and stresses 
that in a democratic society, space for 
dissenting opinions must always be 
guaranteed; recalls that Parliament is 
already working on a set of possible 
measures through its Special Committee on 
Foreign Interference in all Democratic 
Processes in the European Union, 
including Disinformation (INGE);

______________________
53 International Organization for Migration, 
COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #19: 
Misinformation on migration & migrants, 
20 April 2020.
54 FRA, Coronavirus pandemic in the EU – 
Fundamental Rights implications – 
Bulletin No 1, 8 April 2020.

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/10

Amendment 10
Nicola Procaccini, Jorge Buxadé Villalba
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 15 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

15a. Calls on the Member States not to 
allow new disembarkations of migrants;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/11

Amendment 11
Jorge Buxadé Villalba
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 21

Motion for a resolution Amendment

21. Reiterates its call on the EU 
institutions and the Member States to draw 
the right lessons from the COVID-19 crisis 
and to engage in far stronger cooperation 
in the area of health, given the huge 
burdens citizens have faced in trying to 
manage their physical and mental health 
during this pandemic, including through 
the creation of a European Health Union, 
as put forward in its resolution of 10 July 
2020 on the EU’s public health strategy 
post-COVID-1957;

_______________________
57 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2020)0205.

21. Reiterates its call on the EU 
institutions and the Member States to draw 
the right lessons from the COVID-19 crisis 
and to focus on taking action at EU level 
when added value can be provided;

Or. en
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9.11.2020 B9-0343/12

Amendment 12
Jorge Buxadé Villalba
on behalf of the ECR Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0343/2020
Juan Fernando López Aguilar
on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 22

Motion for a resolution Amendment

22. Calls on the Commission to 
continue its monitoring of the measures 
taken, step up its activities to coordinate 
the Member States, proactively guide 
authorities in their handling of the 
pandemic in line with democratic rule of 
law and fundamental rights, take legal 
action and use other tools available 
whenever necessary and consider options 
available to safeguard respect for the 
Union’s fundamental values, as well as 
taking the lead to ensure that restrictive 
measures are lifted as soon as possible; 
calls on the FRA to continue reporting on 
the impact of COVID-19 measures on 
fundamental rights;

22. Calls on the Commission to 
continue its monitoring of the measures 
taken, step up its activities to coordinate 
the Member States and proactively guide 
authorities in their handling of the 
pandemic when cooperation provides 
European added value;

Or. en


