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14.12.2020 B9-0421/8

Amendment 8
Javier Zarzalejos, Jeroen Lenaers
on behalf of the PPE Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0421/2020
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
EU Security Union Strategy 

Motion for a resolution
Citation 6 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

 having regard to the Commission 
communication of 9 December 2020 
entitled ‘A Counter-Terrorism Agenda for 
the EU: Anticipate, Prevent, Protect, 
Respond’ (COM(2020)0795),
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14.12.2020 B9-0421/9

Amendment 9
Javier Zarzalejos, Jeroen Lenaers
on behalf of the PPE Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0421/2020
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
EU Security Union Strategy 

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 3

Motion for a resolution Amendment

3. Highlights that terrorism, 
irrespective of its nature, aims to threaten 
democratic societies in Europe and targets 
European values; deplores the many 
victims, particularly of jihadi attacks and 
right-wing extremism, over the past few 
years; emphasises the important work of 
law enforcement authorities, which have 
helped to foil many attacks; notes, 
however, that the terrorist threat in the EU 
remains high; urges the Commission to 
ensure the full and swift implementation of 
Directive (EU) 2017/541 on combating 
terrorism in all Member States; calls on the 
Commission to put forward a new EU 
counter-terrorism agenda addressing 
terrorist threats, which are based on various 
drivers such as those mentioned in the 
Europol TE-SAT 2020 report; calls for this 
agenda to include measures and action on 
coordination, intensified cooperation at 
national, regional and international level 
and information exchange between 
Member States’ competent authorities, on 
terrorism financing, on countering 
radicalisation offline and online, on 
prevention and education, on the fight 
against hate speech, racism and 
intolerance, and on protection, assistance 
and support for the victims of terrorism;

3. Highlights that terrorism, 
irrespective of its nature, aims to threaten 
democratic societies in Europe and targets 
European values; deplores the many 
victims, particularly of jihadi attacks and 
right-wing extremism, over the past few 
years; emphasises the important work of 
law enforcement authorities, which have 
helped to foil many attacks; notes, 
however, that the terrorist threat in the EU 
remains high; urges the Commission to 
ensure the full and swift implementation of 
Directive (EU) 2017/541 on combating 
terrorism in all Member States; welcomes 
the new EU counter-terrorism agenda put 
forward by the Commission on 9 
December 2020, which promotes a joined-
up approach based on existing work and 
the new initiatives announced therein to 
anticipate, prevent, protect and respond to 
terrorist threats, which are based on various 
drivers such as those mentioned in the 
Europol TE-SAT 2020 report; believes that 
the measures and action included therein, 
in particular on coordination, intensified 
cooperation at national, regional and 
international level and information 
exchange between Member States’ 
competent authorities, on terrorism 
financing, on countering radicalisation 
offline and online, on prevention and 
education, on the fight against hate speech, 
racism and intolerance, and on protection, 
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assistance and support for the victims of 
terrorism, will contribute to countering the 
threat posed by terrorism more effectively 
in the future;
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14.12.2020 B9-0421/10

Amendment 10
Javier Zarzalejos, Jeroen Lenaers
on behalf of the PPE Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0421/2020
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
EU Security Union Strategy 

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 6

Motion for a resolution Amendment

6. Reiterates that, while not the only 
factor, online terrorist content has proven 
to be a catalyst for the radicalisation of 
individuals and young people in particular, 
some of whom have committed terrorist 
offences as defined in Directive (EU) 
2017/541; considers that the fight against 
social inequalities is crucial to tackling the 
root causes of radicalisation; stresses the 
need to swiftly identify and completely 
remove terrorist content online on the basis 
of clear legal provisions, including human 
review and appropriate and robust 
safeguards to ensure full respect for 
fundamental rights and constitutional 
standards; underlines that, although some 
progress has been made in this regard, 
companies need to be far more engaged in 
this process; calls for transparent 
mechanisms to be established in order to 
enable online terrorist content to be 
identified and reported swiftly, and to 
enable EU citizens to flag up such content; 
emphasises the need to strengthen the 
capabilities of Europol’s EU Internet 
Referral Unit (EU IRU);

6. Reiterates that, while not the only 
factor, online terrorist content has proven 
to be a catalyst for the radicalisation of 
individuals and young people in particular, 
some of whom have committed terrorist 
offences as defined in Directive (EU) 
2017/541; considers that the fight against 
social inequalities is crucial to tackling the 
root causes of radicalisation; stresses the 
need to swiftly identify and completely 
remove terrorist content online on the basis 
of clear legal provisions, including human 
review and appropriate and robust 
safeguards to ensure full respect for 
fundamental rights and constitutional 
standards; underlines that, although some 
progress has been made in this regard, 
companies need to be far more engaged in 
this process; calls for transparent 
mechanisms to be established in order to 
enable online terrorist content to be 
identified and reported swiftly, and to 
enable EU citizens to flag up such content; 
considers the proposal for a Regulation 
on preventing the dissemination of 
terrorist content online1 recently agreed 
on between Parliament and the Council to 
be an important instrument in this regard 
and calls for its full implementation as 
soon as it starts to apply; emphasises the 
need to strengthen the capabilities of 
Europol’s EU Internet Referral Unit (EU 
IRU);
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____________________________
1 COM(2018)0640.

Or. en
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14.12.2020 B9-0421/11

Amendment 11
Javier Zarzalejos, Jeroen Lenaers
on behalf of the PPE Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0421/2020
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
EU Security Union Strategy 

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 21

Motion for a resolution Amendment

21. Notes that criminal smuggling is 
often intertwined with other forms of 
organised crime; expects the 2021-2025 
EU Action Plan against Migrant 
Smuggling to propose actions to improve 
the capacity to prevent, identify, 
investigate and prosecute criminal 
smuggling networks; takes the view that 
among its key aspects, the Action Plan 
should address the use of social media 
platforms and online messaging platforms 
used by smugglers for advertising services 
and recruiting customers; believes that 
particular attention should be paid to 
unaccompanied minors, who constitute a 
highly vulnerable group and face various 
risks, including violence, abuse, and 
exploitation, along migration routes 
towards and within the EU24; takes note of 
the role of EU agencies and entities, 
notably Europol’s Migrant Smuggling 
Centre (EMSC); calls on Member States to 
comply with international law when 
dealing with humanitarian assistance to 
people in distress at sea in line with the 
Commission’s 2020 guidance;

___________________________
24 European Migrant Smuggling Centre 
(Europol), Fourth Annual Activity Report – 
2020.

21. Notes that organised criminal 
smuggling is often intertwined with other 
forms of organised crime; expects the 
2021-2025 EU Action Plan against Migrant 
Smuggling to propose actions to improve 
the capacity to prevent, identify, 
investigate and prosecute criminal 
smuggling networks; takes the view that 
among its key aspects, the Action Plan 
should address the use of social media 
platforms and online messaging platforms 
used by smugglers for advertising services 
and recruiting customers; believes that 
particular attention should be paid to 
unaccompanied minors, who constitute a 
highly vulnerable group and face various 
risks, including violence, abuse, and 
exploitation, along migration routes 
towards and within the EU24; takes note of 
the role of EU agencies and entities, 
notably Europol’s Migrant Smuggling 
Centre (EMSC); calls on Member States to 
comply with international law when 
dealing with humanitarian assistance to 
people in distress at sea in line with the 
Commission’s 2020 guidance;

___________________________
24 European Migrant Smuggling Centre 
(Europol), Fourth Annual Activity Report – 
2020.

Or. en
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14.12.2020 B9-0421/12

Amendment 12
Javier Zarzalejos, Jeroen Lenaers
on behalf of the PPE Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0421/2020
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
EU Security Union Strategy 

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 26

Motion for a resolution Amendment

26. Takes note of the Commission’s 
plan to revise Europol’s mandate to 
enable it to become a hub for the exchange 
of information on law enforcement and for 
cooperation in the fight against terrorism 
and serious and organised crime in the EU; 
stresses that this new upgraded mandate 
should provide Europol with the relevant 
tools for cooperating more effectively with 
all the relevant partners; stresses that such 
changes should be accompanied by 
enhanced political accountability, as well 
as enhanced judicial control and 
parliamentary scrutiny, with a strong focus 
on accountability, transparency and respect 
for fundamental rights; stresses that the 
revision of Europol’s mandate should fully 
align the agency’s data protection regime 
with Regulation (EU) 2018/172525; 
demands that an evaluation of the current 
legal framework for Europol’s mandate is 
presented as provided for by Article 68 of 
the current Europol Regulation;

____________________________
25 OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39.

26. Takes note of the Commission’s 
legislative proposal of 9 December 202025 
to strengthen the mandate of Europol 
within the mission and tasks of the agency 
as laid down in the Treaty with a view to 
enable it to better fulfil its role as a hub for 
the exchange of information on law 
enforcement and for cooperation in the 
fight against terrorism and serious and 
organised crime in the EU and to provide 
Europol with the relevant tools for 
cooperating more effectively with all the 
relevant partners; stresses that such 
changes should be accompanied by 
enhanced political accountability, as well 
as enhanced judicial control and 
parliamentary scrutiny, with a strong focus 
on accountability, transparency and respect 
for fundamental rights; stresses that the 
revision of Europol’s mandate should fully 
align the agency’s data protection regime 
with Regulation (EU) 2018/172526; 
demands that the evaluation of the current 
legal framework for Europol’s mandate is 
presented as provided for by Article 68 of 
the current Europol Regulation;

____________________________
25 Proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Regulation (EU) 2016/794, as 
regards Europol’s cooperation with 
private parties, the processing of personal 
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data by Europol in support of criminal 
investigations, and Europol’s role on 
research and innovation 
(COM(2020)0796).
26 OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39.

Or. en
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14.12.2020 B9-0421/13

Amendment 13
Javier Zarzalejos, Jeroen Lenaers
on behalf of the PPE Group

Motion for a resolution B9-0421/2020
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
EU Security Union Strategy 

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 40

Motion for a resolution Amendment

40. Calls on the Commission to 
regularly evaluate current security policies 
and agreements, and bring them into line 
with CJEU case law where necessary; 
takes the view that the passenger name 
record (PNR) agreements with the USA 
and Australia must be urgently amended 
to be compliant with CJEU case law, and 
considers the Commission’s refusal to act 
accordingly a grave omission;

40. Calls on the Commission to 
regularly evaluate current security policies 
and agreements, and bring them into line 
with CJEU case law where necessary; 
takes note that joint evaluations of the 
passenger name record (PNR) agreements 
with the USA and Australia were launched 
in the summer of 2019 to assess their 
wider functioning, operational value and 
necessity; expects the Commission to 
report back to Parliament and the Council 
on the outcome of those evaluations and, 
where appropriate, on the need for 
modifications of the agreements in order 
to make them compliant with CJEU case 
law;

Or. en


