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B9-0081/2021

European Parliament resolution on human rights situation in Vietnam, in particular the 
case of human rights journalists Pham Chi Dung, Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu 
Minh Tuan
(2021/2507(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- Having regard to its previous resolutions, notably the one of 14 December 2017 on 
freedom of expression in Vietnam, notably the case of Nguyen Van Hoa, and of 9 
June 2016 on Vietnam, in particular freedom of expression and of 15 November 2018 
on the situation of political prisoners in Vietnam

- having regard to the EU-Vietnam Partnership and Cooperation Agreement signed on 
27 June 2012,

- having regards to its non-legislative resolution of 12 February 2020 on the draft 
Council decision on the conclusion of the Free Trade Agreement between the 
European Union and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, 

- having regard of the Vietnamese Penal Code;

- having regard to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 4 February 1985, which Vietnam ratified 
recently on 5 February 2015; 

- having regard to the international Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966;

- having regard to the European Union - Vietnam Free Trade Agreement of 2020;

- having regard to the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders, 

- having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

- having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which 
Vietnam acceded in 1982, 

- having regard to Rule 144(5) and 132(4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas on 5 January 2021, the Vietnamese court in Ho Chi Minh City sentenced 
journalists and human rights defenders Le Huu Minh Tuan and Nguyen Tuong Thuy to 
a prison sentence of eleven years; Whereas both were charged with making and 
disseminating propaganda against the state; 

B. Whereas Pham Chi Dung is a human right defender, journalist and founder of the 
Independent Journalist’s Association of Vietnam (IJAVN); whereas he has frequently 
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addressed corruption and government mismanagement via various news outlets; Pham 
Chi Dung actively advocates for the freedom of press and freedom of expression; Pham 
Chi Dung was most likely arrested for his outreach to the European Parliament; whereas 
the encouraging appeal to Vietnamese authorities by the President of the European 
Parliament did not persuade into releasing Pham Chi Dung; 

C. whereas since 2013, Pham Chi Dung has been detained by authorities on several 
occasions and placed on a travel ban; whereas he has faced intimidation, physical attacks 
to himself and his house; whereas Pham Chi Dung was sentenced to fifteen years in 
prison;

D. Whereas Vietnam remains a one-party state which does not recognise fundamental 
freedoms such as freedom of association, freedom of speech, freedom of religion and 
freedom of the press; whereas criticism of the government or the Communist Party of 
Vietnam is supressed by employing  methods of police intimidation, harassment, 
restricted movement, physical assault, arbitrary arrest and detention, and imprisonment;

E. Whereas the repressive nature of the regime and the grave and systematic violation of 
human rights in Vietnam have been documented by the European External Action 
Service in the 2019 EU annual report on human rights and democracy in the world; 

F. Whereas the EU - Vietnam human rights dialogue held in February 2020 did not bring 
concrete results; 

G. Whereas the Vietnamese authorities accused the three activists of writing reactionary 
content and publishing articles that distort the truth, incite individuals to rise up and 
overthrow the people’s government or even incite hatred and extremism; whereas 
human rights organisations emphasise the peaceful nature of the work of the three 
activists;

H. whereas there are many activists, human rights defenders, journalists and political 
prisoners suffering a similar fate;

I. Whereas according to Project 88, the Vietnamese Political Prisoner Databases, there are 
253 activists in prison in Vietnam; 

J. whereas political and rights activists face police harassment, intimidation, surveillance 
and interrogation on a daily basis; whereas activists face long periods of pre-trial 
detention without access to lawyers or family; Whereas freedom of expression, religious 
freedom and civil society activism are highly restricted in Vietnam; Whereas there is a 
general trend of attempts to silence the free media;

K. whereas activists and bloggers face frequent physical assaults by officials or violent 
actors working in coordination with authorities and seem to enjoy impunity; 

L. whereas the Vietnamese police routinely places activists under house arrest or briefly 
detain to prevent them from participating in meetings and protest or attending trials of 
other activists; whereas the Vietnamese police prevented human rights campaigners 
from traveling abroad, with sometimes vague national security reasons; 
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M. whereas the Vietnamese government continues to prohibit independent or privately 
owned media outlets from operating; whereas the government exerts strict control over 
radio and television stations and printed publications;

N. whereas the Vietnamese government executes a strict control of the Internet and 
suppresses the dissent online, notably the cybersecurity law adopted in 2019 is being 
used to compel social media platforms and other companies to remove content critical 
of the government;

O. whereas a large amount of crimes carry the death penalty in Vietnam; whereas 1134 
persons have been sentenced to death between 2011 and 2016; whereas the exact 
numbers executions and persons on death row is not made public; 

1. Calls for the immediate and unconditional release of independent journalists and 
activists Pham Chi Dung, Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu Minh Tuan; deplores their 
continued detention and sentencing, and is particularly shocked that Pham Chi Dung 
has apparently been targeted in retaliation for his legitimate outreach to the European 
Parliament; 

2. Urges Vietnamese authorities to drop outstanding sentences and drop existing charges 
against human rights defenders for the legitimate rights work; Calls on the Vietnamese 
government to immediately release all imprisoned human rights defenders, journalists, 
bloggers, environmentalists and political prisoners in the country; 

3. Expresses concern at the deteriorating human rights situation in the country, despite the 
entry into force of the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (FTA) following the consent 
given by the European Parliament on 12 February 2020, especially civil and political 
rights and the continuing threats and attacks on human rights defenders and civil society 
activists; believes that human rights defenders are being targeted by the authorities due 
to their peaceful human rights work; 

4. Calls on the government of Vietnam to step up to protect all peaceful activists; Calls on 
the launch thorough, independent, transparent and effective investigations into all 
allegations of such abuses and bring those responsible to justice; 

5. Is deeply concerned with the increasingly restrictive approach of the authorities 
concerning the freedom of expression and the freedom of the media; Is deeply 
concerned by the harassment of journalists in Vietnam; 

6. Insists that the government of Vietnam fully respects and guarantees the freedom of the 
press and ensures that journalists and news organisations are fully protected;

7. Encourages the government of Vietnam to review the cybersecurity law to bring it into 
compliance with international human rights standards, including the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); 
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8. Reiterates its strong opposition to capital punishment in all circumstances; calls on 
Vietnam to halt all executions and to declare a moratorium on death penalty, with a view 
to its abolition 

9. Urges Vietnam to accept all outstanding requests for invitations by UN Special 
Procedures, and to allow local and international monitors, including human rights 
organizations and media groups, to operate freely in the country;

10. Urges the HRVP, EVP Dombrovskis, EEAS and DG Trade officials, and EU member 
states to remind Vietnam that respect for human rights is an essential element of the 
EU-Vietnam PCA, from which the EVFTA depends, and that both deals can be 
suspended in case of persistent failure by either party to comply with their human rights 
obligations; 

11. Calls upon the Commission and the EEAS to swiftly carry out the comprehensive 
human rights impact assessment on what the European Union - Vietnam Free Trade 
Agreement could mean for human rights, which is what the European Parliament asked 
for in its accompanying resolution to the ratification; (Auštrevičius, Karlsbro) calls for 
the action plan to effectively address Vietnam’s intensifying crackdown and its failure 
to abide by its human rights obligations and that the EC and the EEAS regularly report 
to the European Parliament on that action plan implementation;

12.  Calls upon the EU and Vietnam to take a full advantage of the EU - Vietnam human 
rights dialogue and use the platform for advancing the human rights situation in 
Vietnam; 

13. Reminds to the government of Vietnam that EU-Vietnam Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement, which is linked to the Free Trade Agreement, allows appropriate action in 
the case of serious breaches of human rights taking tougher stance vis-a-vis Vietnamese 
government, including a possible withdrawal of part of the tariff preferences;

14. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
affairs and Security Policy, the Secretary-General of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), and the Government and National Assembly of Vietnam.


