
RE\P9_B(2021)0284_EN.docx PE692.554v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Plenary sitting

B9-0284/2021

18.5.2021

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION
with request for inclusion in the agenda for a debate on cases of breaches of 
human rights, democracy and the rule of law

pursuant to Rule 144 of the Rules of Procedure

on the situation in Haiti
(2021/2694(RSP))

Pedro Marques, Andrea Cozzolino, Hannes Heide
on behalf of the S&D Group



PE692.554v01-00 2/5 RE\P9_B(2021)0284_EN.docx

EN

B9-0284/2021

European Parliament resolution on the situation in Haiti
(2021/2694(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on Haiti, notably that of 28 November 2019,

- having regard to the President of the UN Security Council Press Statement of 24 March 
2021 on Haiti,

- having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

- having regards to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),

- having regard to the American Convention on Human Rights,

- having regards to the UN Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary,

- having regard to the Universal Charter of the Judge, and the Statute of the Ibero-
American Judge,

- having regard to the Cotonou Agreement,

- having regard to the Constitution of the Republic of Haiti from 1987,

- having regard to the statement of 22 February 2021 by Human Rights Watch on “Haiti: 
Attacks on Judicial Independence”, 

- having regard to the EU 2020/24 Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy, 

- having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas over the past years, Haiti has been plagued by several waves of large-scale 
mobilisations against high living costs, authoritarianism and corruption, whereas  the 
political crisis has developed linked to and commensurate with the deterioration of all 
social, economic, security and human rights indicators; poverty (which affected 59% of 
the population) has increased, access to basic social services, already reduced, has 
further decreased, and in the space of two years, food insecurity has almost doubled, 
now affecting millions of Haitians;

B. whereas between August 2020-February 2021, around 4 million people* in Haiti were 
facing acute food insecurity; whereas economic decline, poor harvests, hurricane Laura 
and the COVID-19 epidemic are among the main drivers of worsening food security 
situation;
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C. whereas a failure to hold elections in October 2020 also triggered rule by Decree with 
reports of failed coup attempts signifying growing political instability in Haiti, further 
exacerbated by extreme poverty which has led to increase in civil unrest, violent and 
armed gangs, kidnappings, rapes, homicides and massacres, including also against local 
police; 

D. whereas current President Jovenel  Moïse has been ruling by decree since January 2020, 
when the legislature’s mandate expired on 7 February 2021; whereas the President not 
only dismisses opposition claims that his mandate should have expired in February, he's 
now planning a constitutional referendum scheduled for June 27,  that could keep him 
in power beyond 2022; whereas parliamentary, local and presidential elections are 
scheduled  for 19 September 2021, the political opposition and civil society groups insist 
for the nomination of a provisional president; whereas a bitter dispute over Mr Moïse's 
legitimacy and the ongoing fight over the exact date for the next Presidential elections 
continue fuelling national unrest; 

E. whereas on 5 January 2021 President Moïse decreed that a constitutional referendum 
should be organised on 27 June 2021; whereas the proposed constitutional reform would 
further concentrate executive powers; whereas the Haitian Constitution in its article 
284.3 stipulates that "any popular consultation on a constitutional amendment is strictly 
prohibited"; whereas thousands of Haitians have since taken to the streets in  protest 
against the referendum;

F. whereas on the 4th of May, the regime in Haiti made public its intention to hold the 
constitutional referendum for political consolidation amid fears of an unbridled 
intention to create an imperial President against a background of already existing 
despotic actions which are in the broader spectrum intensifying closure of democratic 
space; whereas President Moise has publicly claimed his dislike for powers in the 
legislature seeking to increase Presidential powers alleging that the current situation 
makes it impossible to govern;

G. whereas the Haitian Supreme Court Judge Dabrésil was arrested on 7 February 2021 
and released on 11 February 2021; whereas other 17 people accused of conspiring 
against the government remain in detention; whereas the opposition and CSO appointed 
another Supreme Court Judge Jean-Louis as interim president; whereas on the same day, 
President Moïse issued a decree ordering the "retirement" of 3 Supreme Court judges, 
accusing them of trying to reach the presidency without elections; whereas President 
Moïse by decree on 11 February appointed 3 new judges to the Supreme Court, without 
following the procedures provided for in law;

H. whereas in March 2021, the Haiti regime arrested a senior police officer magnifying 
exponentially the constitutional crisis in the country;

I. whereas on 11 April 2021, 11 catholic clergymen were kidnapped and later released, 
provoked unrest across Haiti exacerbating the problem of ransoms, growing influence 
of armed robbers, general organized and violent crimes spikes while signs of anarchy 
continue to grow;
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J. whereas unrest, and bureaucratic chaos has taken centre stage disrupting the Haiti’s 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout posing more danger of deaths and a failure to be on schedule 
in the global fight to combat the virus; 

K. whereas a UN High Commissioner report of January 2021 documents heinous rights 
abuses including the right to life and  violation of security of persons by unidentified 
armed individuals; 

1. Reiterates its deep concern at the worsening humanitarian, political and security 
situation in Haiti; strongly condemns all human rights violations and acts of violence, 
especially the increases in kidnappings, homicides and rape; stresses the need to combat 
violence against women, girls and elderly people; recalls that the violence in Haiti is 
strongly linked to armed gangs; 

2. Regrets the failure to find a lasting solution to the crisis around the term limit of the 
President and the failure to exercise restraint on the part of the State against members 
of the public who feel the President should have stepped down in February of 2021;

3. Denounces the erosion of the separation of powers under President Moise; stresses the 
importance of an independent judiciary and calls on the Haitian government to respect 
the Haitian Constitution of 1987, especially its article 284.3, and to strengthen the rule 
of law while urging President Moise to fulfil his promise of holding legislative and 
presidential elections this year;

4. Is deeply concerned by the arrests of a Judge of a superior court, which infringes on the 
independence of the Judiciary and also the arrest of a senior police officer against a 
background of the growing need to strengthen law enforcement with its growing role of 
maintaining law and order especially ensuring in political turmoil citizens demonstrate 
peacefully;

5. Condemns the alleged use of deadly force against protesters and arbitrary arrests and 
detentions, restrictions of fundamental rights and freedoms and arbitrary use of pre-trial 
detention for repressing dissent;  urges the Haitian government to end the practice of 
prolonged pre-trail detention; calls on the Haitian authorities to respect freedom of 
expression and freedom of association;

6. Denounces the responsibility of the Haitian state for the impunity that reigns in the 
country, and supports the work of Haitian organisations to ensure that those responsible 
for human rights violations - foremost among them the massacres and the squandering 
of Petrocaribe funds - are tried fairly and equitably;

7. Firmly insists that Haitian authorities must step up its efforts to end armed attacks on 
response by Haitian authorities to prevent violence, to address its root causes and to end 
impunity for those responsible;

8. Highlights the crucial role of the full, equal, and meaningful participation of women and 
the inclusion of all Haitians, including youth, persons with disabilities, and civil society 
in Haiti’s political processes; calls on the Haitian authorities to ensure better governance 
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at all levels of the state and society, including the fight against corruption andpolitical 
patronage; 

9. Urges the Haitian authorities to organize free, fair, transparent and credible 
parliamentary, local and presidential elections in 2021 and to guarantee sustainable 
security during this electoral processes; 

10. Calls upon the government of Haiti to lead a process of restoration of the rule of law, 
respect of fundamental human rights and democracy in the country;

11. Calls for an urgent attendance to the Humanitarian crisis including the reconfiguration 
of the rollout of COVID-19 vaccines derailed by the political unrest in Haiti;

12. Calls on the European Union to step up funding for Haiti in order to address the severe 
food insecurity and malnutrition, that have been exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic;

13. Underlines the importance of harmonized, coordinated and strengthened international 
efforts to support the people of Haiti; highlights the importance of continued EU and 
international support to Haiti to help create the conditions for peaceful and democratic 
elections, as well as to realize the long-term stability, development, and economic self-
sufficiency of the country;

14. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the European Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, the ACP-EU Council of Ministers and the Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly, the institutions of the Cariforum, and the authorities of the Republic of Haiti.


