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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Haiti
(2021/2694(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on Haiti,

- having regard to its resolution of 4 October 2016 on the future of ACP-EU relations beyond 
2020,

- having regard to its report on EU political relations with Latin America of 20 July 2017,

- having regard to the Report of the UN Integrated Office in Haiti of 11 February 2021,

- having regard to the OHCHR Report on the human rights violations and abuses during the 
protests of 2018 and 2019 in Haiti of 18 January 2021,

- having regard to the Statement by the President of the Security Council on Haiti of 24 
March 2021, 

- having regard to the Cotonou Agreement,

- having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948,

- having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 December 
1966,

- having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the Haitian government drafted an electoral calendar foreseeing Local, Legislative 
and Presidential elections in the second half of 2021 and a constitutional referendum to be 
held on 27 June;

B. whereas article 284 (3) of the current Constitution explicitly provides that “General 
elections to amend the Constitution by referendum are strictly forbidden”; 

C. whereas President Moïse appointed by decree all members of the Provisional Electoral 
Council in September 2020; whereas President Moïse’s decree of 5 January 2021 extended 
its mandate charging the Provisional Electoral Council with the organization of the 
constitutional referendum;

D. whereas the Core Group  (composed of the Special Representative of the United Nations 
Secretary-General, the Ambassadors of Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, the 
European Union, the United States of America, and the Special Representative of the 
Organization of American States) expressed its concern that the process of changing the 
Constitution has not been sufficiently inclusive, participatory and transparent;

E. whereas the legislative elections that should have been held in October 2019 were 
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postponed resulting in the dissolution of the Haitian parliament in January 2020;

F. whereas the Superior Council of Judicial Power has declared that the constitutional 
mandate of President Moïse ends in February 2021; whereas President Moïse argues that 
his presidential tenure ends in 2022; 

G. whereas on 8 February 2021 the opposition named Supreme Court judge Joseph Mécène 
Jean-Louis  as interim President; whereas on the same day President Moïse issued a decree 
ordering the “retirement” of three Supreme Court judges;

H. whereas calls for mass protest in Haiti are growing; whereas the security situation in the 
country is deteriorating;

I. whereas according to the National Commission for Disarmament, Dismantling and 
Reintegration there are more than 76 gangs in the country and approximately 500000 illegal 
weapons are circulating; whereas in the recent months kidnappings and attacks by criminal 
gangs have increased, while there is almost total impunity;

J. whereas the humanitarian situation in Haiti has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic; 

K. whereas since 2015 more than 300000 people have left the country;

1. Welcomes the EU’s decision not to finance the organization of the referendum or to send 
electoral observers; underlines that the constitutional referendum, which would be 
disruptive for Haiti and its political landscape, should not be held;

2. Notes that many Haitian citizens no longer recognize President Moïse as their President as 
a consequence of the fact that the Superior Council of Judicial Power has declared the end 
of the constitutional mandate of the President to be in February 2021, while he is arguing 
that his Presidential tenure ends in 2022;

3. Stresses the need to reach a consensus among political stakeholders in Haiti in order to 
create an environment conductive to the holding of elections;

4. Recalls that only a credible, transparent, participatory and peaceful election process can 
overcome the protracted political crisis in Haiti; welcomes the EU’s intention to deploy an 
Election Expert Mission for the Presidential and Legislative elections in Haiti;

5. Deplores the attacks on the independence of the judiciary and the further erosion of the 
separation of powers in Haiti; calls on the EU to support democracy in the country and 
work with the international community to stabilise the situation in Haiti;

6. Calls on the Haitian authorities to avoid the repetition of human rights abuses during mass 
protests; calls furthermore on the authorities to stop the deterioration of the security 
situation in the country, while at the same time respecting the human rights of the citizens;

7. Welcomes the allocation of 17 million euros by the EU in order to support the most 
vulnerable in Haiti and other countries in the Caribbean; calls on the Commission to 
continue prioritizing humanitarian aid to Haiti; calls on the Commission to ensure that the 
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provision of humanitarian aid to Haiti is efficiently linked to its Development Strategy;

8. Regrets that Haiti has not completed the necessary steps to receive COVID-19 vaccines; 
urges the Haitian authorities to make the arrangements that are needed to receive the 
vaccines;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
European External Action Service, and the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments and 
parliaments of the Member States, the United Nations Secretary-General, the President, 
Government and National Assembly of Haiti, and the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly.


