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European Parliament resolution on the human rights situation in Myanmar, including 
the situation of religious and ethnic groups
(2021/2905(RSP))

The European Parliament,

 having regard to its previous resolutions on Myanmar, notably those of 22 November 
2012https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0054_EN.html - 
def_1_1, 20 April 2012, 20 May 2010, 25 November 2010, 7 July 2016, 15 December 
2016, 14 September 2017, 14 June 2018, 13 September 2018 19 September 2019 and 
11 February 2021,

 having regards to the Commission statement of 23 May 2021; 

 having regard to the Council statement of 22 February 2021;

 having regard to statement by UN Special Rapporteur Thomas H. Andrews on the 
situation of human rights in Myanmar;

 having regard to the Geneva Convention of 1949 and the additional protocols thereto,

 having regard to the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) reports on Myanmar and the 
situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities

 having regard to the 1951 UN Convention on the Status of Refugees and the 1967 
Protocol thereto, 

 having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

 having regard to Article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) of 1966,

 having regard to Rule 144(5) and 132(4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas, on February 2021, the military junta in Myanmar, known as the Tatmadaw, 
violently took power in Myanmar; whereas the junta arrested President Win Myint and 
State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as leading members of the government, 
seized power over the legislative, judicial and executive branches of government 
through a coup d’état, and issued a one-year state of emergency; 

B. whereas the coup follows a landslide victory by Suu Kyi’s party, National League for 
Democracy (NLD) during the elections of November 2020; 

C. whereas in response to the coup, protests broke out in various cities in Myanmar; 
whereas since the coup, the security forces of Myanmar have targeted protestors during 
peaceful demonstrations; whereas the attacks resulted in killings of over 1000 people, 
more than 8 000 people were detained and over 230 000 people displaced, adding the 
number of displaced people in Myanmar to over half a million; Whereas at least 75 
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children ranging from 14 months to 17 years have been killed by the Junta since the 
coup;  

D. whereas forcible custody and disappearances of more than 100 politicians, journalists, 
activists, and protestors have been conducted by the military of Myanmar;

E. whereas torture is widely used against the people held in custody for taking part in pro-
democracy demonstrations; Whereas methods of torture include beatings, mock 
executions with guns, burning with cigarettes, and rape and threatened rape; whereas 
even though torture by police has been a problem in Myanmar before, now the 
Tatmadaw is using a systematic risk of torture as a part of its efforts to oppress the 
opposition;

F. whereas in May 2021, the military junta has taken initial steps to dissolve the political 
party of Aung San Suu Kyi, which was in government until the coup d’etat of February 
2021;

G. whereas the UN Special Rapporteur has indicated in a formal statement that the 
military’s junta’s widespread, systematic attacks against the people of Myanmar likely 
amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes under international law; whereas the 
UN Special Rapporteur explicitly stated that the architects and perpetrators of the coup 
and the violations should be held accountable; 

H. Whereas the political crisis has been worsened due to a severe economic crisis and the 
COVID 19 health care crisis; whereas while going through the COVID 19 health care 
crisis, the Myanmar health care system has collapsed; 

I. whereas Myanmar has been suffering from a severe economic crisis since the coup 
d’etat; whereas the military government has indicated that the economic crisis is caused 
by outside factors and two waves of COVID 19 infections; whereas the Myanmar kyat 
has lost 60% of its value since September 2021; whereas the World Bank predicts that 
the Myanmar economy will slump 18% this year;

J. whereas the Rohingya ethnic minority are continuously targeted and denied their 
existence by the Tatmadaw as they are the same commanders who were overseeing the 
mass atrocity committed against the Rohingya since 2017. Whereas it is considered that 
the authorities are committing crimes against humanity by introducing an apartheid 
regime, and continue persecution and deprivation of liberty against Rohingya in 
Myanmar;

K. whereas access to health care for the Rohingya is undermined as the Tatmadaw is 
harassing, detaining, torturing, and killing healthcare providers. Health care workers 
and health facilities are attacked while destroying, damaging, or confiscating medical 
equipment;

L. whereas opponents of the military rule have formed armed opposition groups under the 
banner of the People's Defence Forces and have forged alliances with some ethnic 
militias that have long seen Myanmar's army as their enemy;
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1. Calls for an immediate end to all human rights violations in the country;

2. Strongly condemns the military coup of February 2021 by the Tatmadaw, under the 
leadership of General Min Aung Hlaing; Calls on the Tatmadaw to fully respect the 
outcome of the democratic elections and expresses its sympathy and support for the 
people of Myanmar in their peaceful and legitimate struggle for democracy, freedom 
and human rights. Urges the EU and its Member States and the international community 
to withhold recognition of Myanmar’s military leadership;

3. Urges the military in Myanmar to immediately release all the NLD politicians who are 
currently kept under house arrest and reinstate the democratically elected government;

4. Expresses its gravest concern about people kept in detention and being tortured and calls 
for military of Myanmar to immediately release all political prisoners, journalists, and 
peaceful protestors. Calls for the immediate and unconditional release of President Win 
Myint, State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, and all the detained opposition 
representatives;

5. Is appalled by the attacks, harassment detainment, and torture of healthcare care workers 
especially during the ongoing COVID 19 healthcare crisis; Calls military junta to 
guarantee the security and safety of all healthcare workers and immediately cease all 
harassment and attacks these persons; Stresses the responsibility of the Myanmar 
authorities to guarantee full access to health care; 

6. Strongly condemns the ongoing discrimination of ethnic minorities, especially 
Rohingya Muslims, whose freedom of movement is severely restricted and they are 
deprived of their basic services in Myanmar; reiterates its call on the authorities of 
Myanmar to create conditions and guarantees for the safe, voluntary, dignified and 
sustainable return, under the oversight of the UN, of those Rohingya who wish to return 
to their native land;

7. Reiterates its strong condemnation of all past and present human rights violations and 
the systematic and widespread attacks, including killings, harassment, rape and the 
destruction of property by the military of Myanmar;

8. Calls on the Council to continue to impose targeted sanctions against those responsible 
for the coup of February 2021 and to consider other possible measure; 

9. Reiterates its call to continue implementing targeted sanctions against those who are 
responsible for the atrocities against the Rohingya;

10. Reiterates its support to civil society and democracy advocates in Myanmar and calls 
for the EU and its institutions to continue efforts aimed at civil society advancement, 
despite current and possibly ongoing limitations imposed by the current military 
government;
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11. Warns the Government of Myanmar that it must fulfil its obligations and commitments 
in relation to democratic principles and fundamental human rights, which are an 
essential component of the Everything But Arms (EBA) scheme; 

12. Calls on the VP/HR and the Member States to continue to follow the situation in 
Myanmar, and calls on the VP/HR to report back to Parliament’s Committee on Foreign 
Affairs on a regular basis in order to ensure adequate parliamentary dialogue on this 
important and worrying situation;

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the legitimate President and 
government of Myanmar, the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative 
of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the Commission, the EU Special 
Representative for Human Rights, the governments and parliaments of EU Member 
States, the Member States of ASEAN, the Secretary-General of ASEAN, the ASEAN 
Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights, the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights in Myanmar, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and 
the UN Human Rights Council, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Burmese Assembly of the 
Union of Myanmar), the President, the State Counsellor and the military of Myanmar.


