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European Parliament resolution on human rights situation in Myanmar, including the 
situation of religious and ethnic groups
(2021/2905(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on Myanmar, in particular its resolution of 11 
February 2021,

- having regard to the Council conclusions of 22 February 2021 on Myanmar/Burma,

- having regard to the Statement by the Spokesperson of the European External Action 
Service of 3 March 2021 on continued human rights violations by the military,

- having regard to Council Decision (CFSP) 2021/1000 of 21 June 2021 amending 
Decision 2013/184/CFSP concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in 
Myanmar/Burma,

- having regard to the Report of the United Nations Secretary-General of 31 August 2021 
on Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar,

- having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

- having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A.  whereas, on 1 February 2021, the military of Myanmar, the Tatmadaw, arrested 
President Win Myint and State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as leading 
members of the government, seized power over the legislative, judicial and executive 
branches of government through a coup d’état, and issued a one-year state of 
emergency;

B. whereas in response to the coup, protests broke out in various cities in Myanmar; 
whereas since 1 February 2021, politicians, governmental officials, civil society 
representatives, monks, priests, pastors and writers have been unlawfully arrested or put 
under house arrest;

C. whereas the humanitarian situation in Myanmar has worsened by the COVID-19 crisis; 
whereas the arbitrary mass detention of protesters, the crowded prisons and the overall 
neglect of prisoners’ health have also contributed to an increase in the number of 
COVID-19 infections;

D. whereas since 1 February 2021, more than 206000 people have been displaced from the 
states largely populated by Christians (Chin State, Kayah State, Kachin State and Karen 
State); whereas on 18 September 2021 the Tatmadaw attacked the town of Thantlang in 
Chin State, destroyed at least 19 houses and killed a Baptist pastor as he tried to 
extinguish a fire caused by the military; whereas churches have been shelled and raided, 
and priests and pastors have been arrested;
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E. whereas there are numerous ethnic groups in Myanmar, including the Rohingya, Karen, 
Rakhine, Shan and Chin peoples; whereas internal conflicts have led to the tragic loss 
of thousands of lives over the past decades;

F. whereas the 600000 Rohingya, that remain in Rakhine State, are being subjected to 
persistent discriminatory policies and practices, and systematic violations of their 
fundamental rights, 

1. Strongly condemns the military takeover of 1 February 2021; calls on the Tatmadaw to 
fully respect the outcome of the democratic elections of November 2020 and, to 
immediately reinstate the civilian government, end the state of emergency, end the use 
of violence against peaceful protesters, respect the rights to freedom of expression and 
association, and allow all elected parliamentarians to assume their mandates; 

2. Calls for the immediate and unconditional release of President Win Myint, State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, and all others who have been arrested under unfounded 
accusations; 

3. Calls on the Tatmadaw to stop denying the right of the population for protection against 
COVID-19 and proper treatment for it, which could cause a significant loss of life in 
Myanmar;

4. Calls for immediate and regular access by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) to detainees and prisons as covered by the Geneva Conventions;

5. Calls for the respect for religious freedom in Myanmar; condemns the persecution of 
Christians in the country; urges the Tatmadaw to stop killing and arresting Christians, 
and end the shelling and raiding of churches; stresses that the international community 
has expressed its deep concerns about the violent targeting of Christian communities in 
Myanmar; 

6. Recalls the multi-ethnic nature of Myanmar; urges the Tatmadaw to fully respect each 
ethnicity’s inalienable rights; underlines that the European Union will continue to 
closely monitor the actions of the military leadership regarding the minorities in the 
country, in particular the Rohingyas;

7. Calls on the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy to report back to the European Parliament on a 
regular basis on the developments in Myanmar, including the situation of religious and 
ethnic groups;

8. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the legitimate President and 
government of Myanmar, the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative 
of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the Commission, the governments 
and parliaments of EU Member States, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the 
Secretary-General of ASEAN, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Burmese Assembly of the 
Union of Myanmar), the President, the State Counsellor and the military of Myanmar.


