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B9-0506/2021

European Parliament resolution on the human rights situation in Myanmar, including 
the situation of religious and ethnic groups
(2021/2905(RSP))

The European Parliament,

 having regard to its previous resolutions on Myanmar and on the situation of the 
Rohingya, in particular those of 22 November 2012, 20 April 2012, 20 May 2010, 25 
November 2010, 7 July 2016, 15 December 2016, 14 September 2017, 14 June 2018, 
13 September 2018, 19 September 2019 and 11 February 2021,

 having regard to the Council conclusions of 22 February 2021 on Myanmar/Burma,

 having regard to the Statement by the High Representative/Vice-President Josep Borrell 
on the escalation of violence in Myanmar, of 23 March 2021,

 having regard to the Statement by the EEAS Spokesperson on the latest developments 
in Myanmar of 23 May 2021,

 having regard to the report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights on the Situation of human rights in Myanmar, of 16 September 2021,

 having regard to the Report of the Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar, 
of 5 July 2021,

 having regard to the ASEAN Five Point Consensus of April 24 2021;

 having regard to the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom of 
religion or belief,

 having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

 having regard to Article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) of 1966,

 having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas, on 1 February 2021, the military of Myanmar, known as the Tatmadaw, in a 
clear violation of the constitution of Myanmar, arrested President Win Myint and State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as leading members of the government, seized 
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power over the legislative, judicial and executive branches of government through a 
coup d’état, and issued a one-year state of emergency;

B. whereas Myanmar has a long history of democratic struggle and military suppression; 
whereas since its independence from Britain in 1948, in particular over the long period 
of 1962-2015, the military held a firm grip on power, restricting any democratic 
progress, including civil society organisations, limiting human rights, and imprisoning 
opposition activists;

C. whereas there are numerous ethnic and religious groups in Myanmar, including the 
Rohingya, Karen, Rakhine, Shan and Chin peoples; whereas internal conflicts have led 
to the tragic loss of thousands of lives over the past decades; whereas in recent years, 
the military has allegedly committed serious human rights violations and atrocities, 
including rape and war crimes, prompting the International Criminal Court (ICC) to 
open an investigation with specific regard to the situation of the Rohingya minority; 

D. whereas on 16 April 2021 a National Unity Government (NUG) of Myanmar was 
formed by a group of elected lawmakers and members of parliament ousted in the coup 
d'état, consisting of representatives of the National League for Democracy, ethnic 
minority insurgent groups, and various minor parties; whereas after the coup civilian-
led People’s Defense Forces (PDFs), have formed in parts of the country; whereas the 
National Unity Government has declared a “defensive war” against the junta and its 
forces; 

E. whereas on 8 May 2021, the junta formally designated the opposition National Unity 
Government (NUG), its parliamentary committee, and their offshoot militias as 
“terrorist groups” for alleged acts of incitement against the junta, seemingly to justify a 
broad suppression campaign;

F. whereas according to the most recent report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
situation in Myanmar, since its power grab and overthrow of the democratically-elected 
government, the junta and its forces have murdered more than 1,100 people, arbitrarily 
detained more than 8,000, and forcibly displaced more than 230,000 civilians, bringing 
the total number of internally placed persons in Myanmar to well over half a million; 
whereas there are credible reports that at least 177 individuals were arbitrarily detained, 
including very young children as young as 20-weeks old;

G. whereas apparent crimes against humanity committed since 1 February 2021 include 
murder, enforced disappearance, torture, rape and other sexual violence, severe 
deprivation of liberty, and other inhumane acts causing great suffering; whereas the UN-
backed Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar is closely following events 
and is collecting evidence of possible crimes committed following the coup;
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H. whereas as of July 2021, the junta had killed at least 75 children ranging in age from 14 
months to 17 years; whereas in Kachin State the junta has arrested and tortured youth, 
accusing them of having inks to the Kachin Independence Army;

I. whereas the junta is increasingly relying on the use of collective punishment, including 
the abduction of family members of those who have been issued arrest warrants, but 
who police and military forces are unable to locate;

J. whereas since the coup, the Tatmadaw has severely limited the space for civil society, 
and issued severe restrictions on the media;

K. whereas in recent years, violations of freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) and other 
human rights perpetrated against the majority Christian Kachin and Chin ethnic groups, 
most notably in Kachin and northern Shan states; whereas the widespread conflict 
between the Tatmadaw and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) has led to thousands 
of civilian deaths, and the displacement of over 120,000 people; whereas in September 
2018 the UN Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar declared that 
the violations documented in Kachin and Shan states amounted to crimes against 
humanity and war crimes;

L. whereas a movement of militant Buddhist nationalism has arisen which preaches hatred, 
principally of Muslims, but also threatens Christians and other non-Buddhists, and 
affects Buddhists who attempt to oppose it;

M. whereas immediately after the coup Ashin Ariya Vansa Bivansa (known as Myawaddy 
Sayadaw), Ashin Sobitha and Shwe Nya War, Buddhist monks who had previously been 
involved in leading the Saffron Revolution in 2007, were arrested; whereas on 3 
February, it was reported that Ashin Sobitha had been sentenced to two years in prison; 
whereas, Myawaddy Sayadaw, a prominent Buddhist leader and vocal critic of both the 
military and the extremist Buddhist nationalist movement has been disrobed as a monk 
and is in prison;

N. whereas on 13 May 2021, Father Columban Labang Lar Di of the Banmaw Diocese in 
Kachin State was arrested by military forces as he was travelling from Banmaw to 
Myitkyina; whereas he was released on 17 May after repeated appeals from church 
leaders and members of the international community; 

O. whereas four civilians were killed and eight more were injured in a heavy artillery shell 
attack by the Tatmadaw on a Catholic church in Kayan Thar Yar village in Karenni 
State on 24 May, where elderly people and children were reportedly hiding after fleeing 
their homes following earlier attacks on their village; whereas the shelling took place 
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just two days after military forces raided a Karen Baptist Church in Insein, Yangon, on 
22 May, whereby the church pastor and two other young men were violently beaten and 
detained, while the church was ransacked and its property destroyed; whereas at least 
six other churches have been damaged or destroyed by artillery shells in Karenni State 
and southern Shan State; whereas military troops have also set up camps in church 
compounds, further violating their role as sanctuaries for people in need;

P. whereas on 18 September 2021 Pastor Cung Biak Hum was shot by soldiers as he tried 
to help extinguish a blaze caused by artillery fire, which destroyed 19 homes in the 
Thantlang township in Chin State;

Q. whereas in Karen State over 40,000 people have been displaced as of 23 April due to 
Myanmar Army attacks following airstrikes by the Myanmar army in northern Karen 
state that have targeted civilians, school and medical clinics; whereas over 70,000 
people are displaced in Arakan State, while over 100,000 remain displaced in Kachin 
State, northern Shan State and Chin State who are reported to be living in dire 
conditions; whereas for various reasons the hurdles for those willing to flee the country 
to neighbouring countries are almost insurmountable;

R. whereas the military had been weaponizing COVID-19 to crackdown on pro-democracy 
activists, human rights defenders and journalists; whereas junta forces attacked 
healthcare workers or facilities in at least 260 separate incidences from 1 February to 
25 August 2021, with the military having destroyed medical supplies and equipment 
and have confiscated oxygen supplies and other medical equipment; whereas these 
attacks not only violate international humanitarian law but also hampered efforts to 
provide comprehensive care and respond to COVID-19; whereas he junta has 
outstanding arrest warrants for 600 healthcare workers, forcing them into hiding; 
whereas many health workers continue to treat patients clandestinely despite the 
enormous personal risk;

S. whereas the junta is weponizing humanitarian aid at its advantage by withholding, 
restricting or destroying the delivery of aid and instrumentalizing assistance to further 
its own narrative as protector of the people;

T. whereas the Tatmadaw and its generals are faced with widespread allegations of 
corruption and are deeply involved in the economy of Myanmar, since they own 
powerful conglomerates, control the country’s trade in precious jade and timber, 
manage infrastructure such as ports and dams, and run banks, insurance, hospitals, gyms 
and the media; 

U. whereas the EU has consistently called for those responsible for crimes to be held to 
account; whereas the most senior military figures who supervised the attacks against the 
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Rohingya remain in their posts and have participated in the coup; whereas Parliament 
has on numerous occasions expressed its condemnation of human rights violations and 
the systematic and widespread attacks against the Rohingya population;

V. whereas since 2013, the European Union has politically and financially supported 
Myanmar’s process of democratic transition and has undertaken enormous efforts to 
promote peace, human rights and development in the country; 

W. whereas the Council on 21 June 2021 imposed the third  round of sanctions on 
individuals and entities in relation to the military coup staged in Myanmar/Burma on 1 
February 2021, and the ensuing repression against peaceful demonstrators;

X. whereas China and Russia have made many political, military and economic efforts 
aimed at legitimising the junta; whereas both have ties to Myanmar's armed forces, as 
the largest suppliers of weapons to the country; whereas both countries repeatedly 
blocked attempts to agree on UN Security Council declarations on the situation in 
Myanmar; whereas Alexander Mikheev, the head of Russia's state arms exporter 
Rosoboronexpor confirmed that Moscow was cooperating closely with Myanmar's 
ruling junta to supply it with military hardware, including aircrafts; whereas Russian 
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu told Myanmar's junta leader Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing during his visit to the Russian capital that Moscow was committed to 
strengthening military ties with the junta; whereas according Sipri reports China is the 
leading supplier of armaments to Myanmar with sales of  1.2 billion euros between 2011 
and 2020 and Moscow sold weapons to Naypyidaw for 649 million euros; 

***

1. Expresses its sympathy and support for the people of Myanmar in their peaceful and 
legitimate struggle for democracy, freedom and human rights;

2. Denounces the Tatmadaw’s widespread violent response to any kind of protest and the 
gross human rights violations it committed and still commits against the people of 
Myanmar, which amount to crimes against humanity, including against ethnic and 
religious minorities; expresses its deep concern at the frequent attacks on churches, 
schools and medical facilities and the arrests of religious leaders;

3. Remains concerned with the crackdown on independent activists, media, civil society 
organisations and health workers in the wake of the coup;

4. Calls on Myanmar’s military to immediately cease all violence and attacks against the 
Myanmar people in all parts of the country, to release all political detainees, to reverse 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/russia-says-boost-military-ties-with-myanmar-junta-leader-visits-2021-06-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/russia-says-boost-military-ties-with-myanmar-junta-leader-visits-2021-06-23/
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restrictions on freedom of expression, assembly and association, and to respect freedom 
of religion or belief;

5. Reiterates its calls on the international community to act urgently to prevent further 
escalation in the abuses of all civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights; 

6. Calls on the military to allow unhindered access to the country for international 
humanitarian aid agencies, human rights monitors, media, UN representatives for the 
Fact-Finding Mission, and the UN Special Rapporteur for human rights in Myanmar;

7. Calls on the international community to respond to the urgent appeal from the ethnic 
and religious groups, to redirect humanitarian aid through cross-border channels, local 
humanitarian networks and community-based and civil society organisations; calls on 
the EU to engage with neighbouring states to ensure that humanitarian aid organizations 
are allowed to access border areas where IDP’s stay;  

8. Welcomes the recent rounds of sanctions imposed by the Council against members of 
the Tatmadaw and their enterprises and calls on the Council to continue imposing 
targeted and robust sanctions, with the aim to cut off the lifelines of the junta whilst 
ensuring that these do not harm the people of Myanmar; is of the opinion, that the 
international community must continue to take additional action against, and impose costs 
on, the military and its leaders until they reverse course and provide for a return to 
democracy;

9. Calls on the EU and the wider international community to engage with the National 
Unity Government of Myanmar; welcomes the National Unity Government’s statement 
of 3 July which promises the full citizenship for the Rohingya;

10. Reaffirms its core belief that democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights 
are fundamental in order to achieve sustainable and truly inclusive economic growth 
and prosperity;

11. Calls on the international community to further promote accountability for the Burmese 
military, the SAC, and all those who have provided support for the military coup;

12. Condemns Beijing and Moscow for political, economic and military backing of 
Myanmar’s junta; joins calls of the UN General Assembly for an arms embargo against 
the military junta in Myanmar; 

13. Further calls on China and Russia to actively engage in international diplomacy and live 
up to their responsibility as permanent Members of the UN Security Council, and 
expects them to play a constructive role when scrutinising the situation in Myanmar;
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14. Calls on the EU to continue programmes that help the country’s citizens and to step up 
support where necessary in the light of the current crisis, including democracy support 
initiatives;

15. Calls on the ASEAN countries to put sufficient pressure on the junta to restore a 
democratically elected civilian government, release political prisoners, and hold those 
responsible for abuses to account; encourages ASEAN to appoint the promised special 
envoy and to take meaningful steps to press the junta to address grave human rights 
concerns in Myanmar;

16. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
EEAS, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission, the parliaments and governments 
of the Member States, the Member States of ASEAN, the Secretary-General of ASEAN, 
the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights, the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
(Burmese Assembly of the Union of Myanmar), national Unity Government of 
Myanmar and the military of Myanmar;


