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B9-0075/2022

European Parliament resolution on violations of fundamental freedoms in Hong Kong

(2022/2503(RSP))

The European Parliament,

 having regard to its previous resolutions on Hong Kong, notably that of  8 July 2021 on 
Hong Kong, notably the case of Apple Daily, of 21 January 2021 on the crackdown on 
the democratic opposition in Hong Kong and of 19 June 2020 on the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) National Security Law for Hong Kong and the need for the EU to defend 
Hong Kong’s high degree of autonomy,

 having regard to its previous recommendations relating to Hong Kong, in particular that 
of 13 December 2017 to the Council, the Commission and the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
(VP/HR) on Hong Kong, 20 years after handover,

 having regard to the HR/VP Statement of 20 December 2021 on Hong Kong: the 
Legislative Council Election held on 19 December 2021 and  to the Statement by the 
EEAS Spokesperson of 21 October 2021 on the expulsion of democratically elected 
district councillors and the shrinking space for civil society,

 having regard to the Basic Law of the Special Administrative Region (SAR) of Hong 
Kong adopted on 4 April 1990, which entered into force on 1 July 1997,

 having regard to the Joint Declaration of the Government of the United Kingdom and 
the Government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on the Question of Hong 
Kong of 19 December 1984, also known as the Sino-British Joint Declaration, registered 
by the Chinese and British governments at the United Nations on 12 June 1985,

 having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

 having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) of 
1966,

 having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas under the pretext of state security and in violation of Hong Kong’s Basic Law, 
Beijing over the past years has dismantled the right to free expression, freedom of 
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assembly, a free press, democracy, and the rule of law, in what was once the most 
international and open city in Asia;

B. whereas on 29 December 2021 Hong Kong police raided the office of Stand News, an 
online pro-democracy news outlet after arresting six people affiliated with Stand News 
for conspiracy to publish a seditious publication;  whereas Stand News was one of the 
most vocal pro-democracy news outlets in the city after the pro-democracy newspaper 
Apple Daily ceased operations earlier in 2021; whereas the government charged Stand 
News with “inciting hatred against the Hong Kong government,” in purported violation 
of a previously little-used colonial sedition law;

C. whereas a few days after the arrests took place, Citizen News, another pro-democracy 
online media outlet, announced its closure, citing a "deteriorating media environment”;

D. whereas the forced closure of Stand News and Citizen News is a direct violation of 
Hong Kong’s Basic Law and the Hong Kong SAR’s commitment to uphold a free press 
and will place a further strain on the ability of the EU Member States, the Commission, 
and the Parliament to receive accurate and timely news on human rights developments 
in Hong Kong;

E. whereas the charging of the pro-democracy activist and former owner of Apple Daily, 
Jimmy Lai, and six former Apple Daily journalists for “conspiracy to distribute seditious 
material” is a further assault on press freedom in Hong Kong;

F. whereas Legislative Council elections took place on 19 December 2021 under new rules 
written by Beijing which barred pro-democracy parties from running, criminalised calls 
for voters to boycott or cast blank ballots, saw the Hong Kong SAR threaten 
international media publications who covered the election, extended voting to Hong 
Kongers resident in mainland China, and saw only thirty percent of registered voters 
cast a ballot. 

G. whereas China’s Ministry of National Defense has appointed the chief of staff of the 
Armed Police Force in Xinjiang, Peng Jingtang, as the People’s Liberation Army Hong 
Kong Garrison commander;

H. whereas the Hong Kong Chief Executive, Carrie Lam, has indicated that the Hong Kong 
SAR will introduce Article 23 local national security legislation which will criminalise 
foreign political organisations from conducting activities in Hong Kong;

I. whereas 64 civil society organisations have closed due to repression since 1 January 
2021, including 12 trade unions, 8 media organisations, 8 neighbourhood groups, 7 
professional groups, 5 student organisations, and 4 religious groups;
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J. whereas a year ago the Chinese national security police arrested 53 pro-democracy 
activists under the National Security Law for organising pro-democracy primaries, and 
34 of those arrested remain in police custody and have been refused bail including Owen 
Chow on 12 January 2022;

K. whereas Article 27 of the Basic Law guarantees freedom of speech, of the press and 
publication, and of association, assembly, procession and demonstration; 

L. whereas the European Union has a strong stake in the continued stability and prosperity 
of Hong Kong under the ‘One Country Two Systems’ principle and attaches great 
importance to the preservation of Hong Kong’s high degree of autonomy, in line with 
the Basic Law and with international commitments;

M. whereas the US and UK adopted special legal tools to counteract Beijing’s crackdown 
on the autonomy of Hong Kong, e.g. the U.S. Hong Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act of 2019; whereas the EU still lacks such comprehensive solutions;

***

1. Reiterates it solidarity with the people of Hong Kong in their fight for freedom and 
democracy;

2. Condemns in the strongest possible terms the forced closure of Stand News and Citizen 
News and the arrest of journalists at Stand News and pro-democracy activists under 
colonial sedition laws; 

3. Warns that the closure of Stand News and Citizen News will lead to increased pressure 
from the Chinese authorities on the remaining local news publications;

4. Underlines that media freedom and pluralism are essential for any open and free society;

5. Calls for the release of all political prisoners in Hong Kong, in particular those Stand 
News journalists and Apple Daily journalists who remain in police custody and awaiting 
trial;

6. Expresses concern over the most recent Legislative Council elections that were neither 
free nor fair and did not reflect the support of the majority of Hong Kongers, as 
candidates were vetted in advance by China’s national security unit, the number of 
directly elected lawmakers was dramatically reduced, and nearly all of the candidates 
who ran were supportive of the Chinese Communist Party;
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7. Calls on the Hong Kong Chief Executive to withdraw plans to introduce Article 23 
national security legislation and to recommit to upholding the Basic Law which 
guarantees freedom of association, freedom of assembly, freedom of expression, and 
freedom of religion and belief; 

8. Notes with concern the continuing policy of banning and erasing any manifestations of 
the Tiananmen Square massacre commemoration from the public space of Hong Kong, 
including recent press reports of the dismantling of monuments commemorating the 
Tiananmen Square massacre at Hong Kong universities

9. Reiterates its calls on the authorities to respect Hong Kong’s rule of law, human rights, 
democratic principles and high degree of autonomy under the ‘One Country, Two 
Systems’ principle, as enshrined in the Hong Kong Basic Law and in the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration and in line with domestic and international obligations;

10. Reiterates its calls to support pro-democracy activists and journalists who remain at risk 
of imprisonment under the ongoing crackdown on human rights in Hong Kong and 
welcomes Member States’ and other democratic countries’ initiatives providing 
emergency travel documents for Hong Kong journalists at risk of arrest;

11. Calls on the EEAS to investigate the status of prominent Hong Kong pro-democracy 
activists who are not currently in jail but are unable to leave the territory as a result of 
the authorities continuing to confiscate their travel documents and subject them to travel 
bans;

12. Expresses concern over the appointment of the chief of staff of the Armed Police Force 
in Xinjiang, Peng Jingtang, as the People’s Liberation Army Hong Kong Garrison 
commander and comments that he will focus in this new role on “counter-terrorism”. 

13. Calls on the Council to introduce targeted Magnitsky style sanctions under the EU 
Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime against Hong Kong and Chinese officials 
responsible for the ongoing human rights crackdown including Carrie Lam, Teresa 
Yeuk-wah Cheng, Xia Baolong, Zhang Xiaoming, Luo Huining, Zheng Yanxiong, 
Chris Tang Ping-keung, Stephen Lo Wai-chung, and John Lee Ka-chiu;

14. Calls on Council and the Commission to agree to designate a list of companies who 
should be subject to sanctions and investment bans for their complicity in the ongoing 
human rights crackdown in Hong Kong; 

15. Reiterates the Parliament’s previous position that any ratification of the EU-China 
Comprehensive Agreement on Investment will consider the ongoing human rights 
situation in Hong Kong and China’s commitment to the Sino-British Joint Declaration; 
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Stresses that if Beijing does not respect international law, standing agreements and its 
own commitments regarding Hong Kong this would erode trust and would lead to the 
further erosion of Beijing’s credibility on the world stage, which should have also 
implications on the EU-China relations, including trade and investments cooperation 
and agreements; 

16. Encourages Member States to suspend active extradition treaties with the People’s 
Republic of China and Hong Kong and any active bilateral police and security 
cooperation agreements; 

17. Calls on the Commission and Member States to review the EU-Hong Kong Agreement 
on Cooperation and Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters and the EU’s 
support for Hong Kong’s seat at the World Trade Organisation in light of the destruction 
of the territory’s autonomy under the previously established “One Country, Two 
Systems Model”;

18. Reiterates its calls on the Commission, the Council and the Member States to decline 
invitations for government representatives and diplomats to attend the Beijing 2022 
Winter Olympics unless the Chinese Government demonstrates a verifiable 
improvement in the human rights situation in Hong Kong, the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region, Tibet, Inner Mongolia and elsewhere in China;

19. Calls on the VP/HR to cooperate closely with like-minded countries and partners, 
including the US, UK, Australia, Japan, New Zealand, Canada, South Korea and the 
Republic of China (ROC), to halt the erosion of Hong Kong’s freedoms;

20. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the European External 
Action Service, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member 
States and the accession and candidate countries, the Government and Parliament of the 
People’s Republic of China, and the Chief Executive and the Assembly of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region.


