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European Parliament resolution on the political crisis in Sudan
(2022/2504(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Sudan, in particular those of 17 January 
2019, 31 May 2018, 15 March 2018, 16 November 2017, 6 October 2016 and 9 July 
2015, 

– having regard to the statement by the European Union and the Troika on Sudan of 4 
January 2022, 

– having regard to the statement by the Troika, the European Union, Switzerland and 
Canada on Sudan of 22 November 2021, 

– having regard to the statements by the High Representative Borrell on the political 
situation in Sudan of 18 November 2021 and of 11 November 2021, 

– having regard to the statement by the EEAS Spokesperson on the latest developments in 
Sudan of 14 November 2021, 

– having regard to the statement by the Troika, the European Union and Switzerland on 
Sudan of 12 November 2021, 

– having regard to Sudan’s Constitutional Charter for the Transitional Period of 2019, 

– having regard to the Cotonou Agreement, 

– having regard to the African Charter on Human Rights and Peoples of 1981, 

– having regards to the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 1984, 

– having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

– having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas in December 2018, widespread protests against corruption, unemployment and 
poverty erupted in Sudan, including in the capital Khartoum; whereas dozens of 
innocent protesters were killed by the Sudanese security forces in their violent 
crackdown of the protests; whereas on 11 April 2019, as a result of the continued 
protests, the Sudanese military removed former Sudanese President, Omar al-Bashir, 
from power, suspended the country’s constitution and imposed a three-month state of 
emergency; 

B. whereas on 3 June 2019, during Sudan’s military rule, security forces attacked a protest 
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outside the military headquarters in Khartoum, killing at least 127 people; whereas 
security forces, which included the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) militia, tried to conceal 
their violations by dumping dead bodies weighted with bricks in the river Nile, of which 
around 40 remains floated back to the surface according to the Sudanese doctors’ 
committee; whereas hundreds of people had been arrested and detained; 

C. whereas in August 2019, after the African Union intervention, the Sudanese civilian and 
military factions agreed to share power in a three-year transition period, with elections 
scheduled for 2023; whereas a council of ministers was formed under Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok and a constitutional declaration was signed; whereas a sovereign 
council compromised of leading military and civilians figures was formed days later; 
whereas in September 2019, the transitional government initiated a formal inquiry into 
the June massacre, which has yet to report its findings to the public or recommend 
charges against individuals responsible for the massacre; 

D. whereas on 14 December 2019, al-Bashir was convicted of corruption and sentenced to 
two years in a correctional centre; whereas the International Criminal Court (ICC) had 
issued a first warrant for his arrest in March 2009 and a second in July 2010, for charges 
that include genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity; whereas in August 
2021, Sudan’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mariam al-Sadiq al Mahdi, announced that 
Sudan would hand over all suspects charged by the ICC for crimes committed in Darfur 
between 2003-2004; whereas in December 2021, an ICC delegation arrived in 
Khartoum to discuss the extradition of ousted President Omar al-Bashir, former 
Defence Minister Abdelrahim Hussein, and former Minister of State for Humanitarian 
Affairs, Ahmed Haroun; 

E. whereas in March 2020, PM Hamdok survived an assassination attempt; whereas in 
June 2020, demonstrations erupted again in Sudan, demanding justice for the people 
killed under al-Bashir and during the protests since his removal; 

F. whereas in October 2020, a landmark peace deal was signed between the Sudanese 
government and an alliance of rebel groups; whereas despite the peace agreement, 
civilians continue to face violence and lawlessness in the country; whereas over 400 
people have died and over 150,000 were displaced during fighting in El Geneina in 
January; whereas witnesses have accused the RSF, a militia that was created under 
Omar al-Bashir to commit human rights atrocities in Darfur, of involvement in the 
continued violence in Darfur; whereas the Sudanese government has thus far been 
unable to uphold the rule of law in the country and protect civilians from ongoing 
insecurity; 

G. whereas on 25 October 2021, the Sudanese military, led by General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan, took control of the government in a coup; whereas several top government 
officials, including civilian Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok, was initially detained for 
his refusal to declare support for the coup; whereas for days after the coup, Sudanese 
civilians initiated a campaign of civil resistance against the military regime and called 
for the reinstatement of the dissolved government; whereas in November 2021,  military 
leaders and Abdalla Hamdok announced a deal that included his reinstatement as Prime 
Minister; whereas in January 2022, PM Hamdok announced his resignation after failing 
to name a government amid continued anti-military protests in the country; whereas 
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former PM Hamdok’s decision to resign leaves the Sudanese military in full control of 
the country and is a severe blow to Sudan’s envisioned transition to democratic rule; 

H. whereas the human rights situation in Sudan continues to deteriorate and Sudanese civil 
society activists have increasingly been targeted in recent months; whereas several 
activists have reportedly gone missing and their remains have been found later with 
clear signs of torture; whereas civilians, human rights defenders, activists, journalists 
and political leaders have been arbitrarily arrested and held in incommunicado 
detention; 

I. whereas the 2003 Darfur war killed 300,000 people and displaced 2.5 million civilians; 
whereas the Sudanese government bombed civilian areas and government-sponsored 
Arab militias, also referred to as the Janjaweed, were responsible for grave human rights 
atrocities, including killing, maiming and injuring civilians of black African tribes, 
razing their villages and committing acts of sexual violence; 

J. whereas the African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) was 
established on 31 July 2007, to protect civilians, and contribute to peace and security; 
whereas violence continued in Darfur despite UNAMID’s efforts, and further escalated 
since UNAMID’s withdrawal in June 2021; whereas thousands of people have been 
displaced since renewed violence erupted in November 2021, further deteriorating the 
dire humanitarian situation in Darfur; whereas according to the UN, 6.2 million 
civilians will be in need of humanitarian assistance in 2022; 

1. Expresses its strong solidarity with the Sudanese people and support for Sudan’s 
successful transition to a civilian, free, democratic and peaceful country, which respects 
its national and international commitments on human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

2. Calls on all Sudanese leaders to recommit to the country’s democratic transition that 
enjoys the involvement and support of a broad range of civilian stakeholders and that 
delivers on the Sudanese people’s demands for freedom, peace and human rights; 
underlines that all Sudanese stakeholders will need to work on the basis of the 2019 
Constitutional Declaration to overcome the nation’s current political crisis, select new 
civilian leadership and identify clear timelines and processes for the remaining 
transitional tasks, including establishing the legislative and judicial branches of 
government, creating accountability mechanisms, and laying the groundwork for 
elections; 

3. Stresses that any unilateral actions to appoint a new Prime Minister and Cabinet would 
undermine Sudan’s credibility and risks plunging the country into further conflict; urges 
all stakeholders to commit to an immediate Sudanese-led dialogue that addresses all 
transitional issues; emphasizes that such a dialogue must be fully inclusive and 
representative of historically marginalised groups in Sudan, including youth and 
women, and help put the country on the path to peace and democracy; calls on all 
regional actors to act in good faith, support a civilian government and refrain from 
supporting the RSF; 

4. Condemns all acts of violence against peaceful protestors, activists, journalists and all 
others peacefully exercising their right to freedom of expression, association or 
assembly; urgently calls for their immediate and unconditional release; 
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5. Stresses that the military authorities ruling the country are responsible for upholding 
human rights in the country and must respect the rights of the Sudanese people to 
assemble peacefully; strongly condemns any violence against peaceful protestors and 
civilians across the country, especially in Darfur; stresses that all measures need to be 
adopted to stop the disproportionate use of force and other forms of human rights 
abuses against civilians, human rights activists and protestors in Sudan; 

6. Strongly condemns the RSF human rights violations, in particularly in Darfur, and its 
refusal to integrate its militiamen into the national army; in this light, emphasizes that 
all members of the RSF must be immediately removed from policing and law 
enforcement in the interest of public safety in Sudan; 

7. Calls for an urgent, credible and independent investigation into the human rights 
violations committed against Sudanese civilians since the overthrow of former President 
al-Bashir and for perpetrators to be held to account; strongly deplores the killing and 
injuring of scores of Sudanese civilians and the use of sexual violence; 

8. Condemns and expresses deep concern over the alarming rise of violence in Darfur; 
calls on international monitors to refocus their attention on Darfur, in order to protect 
the local population from violence, harm and massive displacement; 

9. Reiterates the call for former President Omar al-Bashir to be held accountable for his 
human rights violations against Sudanese civilians committed under his authoritarian 
rule, including genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity; supports his 
extradition as well as those of former Defence Minister Adelrahim Hussein and former 
State for Humanitarian Affairs, Ahmed Haroun to the ICC for their complicities in the 
Darfur war; 

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
European External Action Service, the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments 
and parliaments of the Member States, the African Union, the Co-Presidents off the 
ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, the Pan-African Parliament, the President, 
Government and Parliament of Sudan. 


