
RE\P9_B(2022)0106_EN.docx PE719.370v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Plenary sitting

B9-0106/2022

15.2.2022

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION
with request for inclusion in the agenda for a debate on cases of breaches of 
human rights, democracy and the rule of law

pursuant to Rule 144 of the Rules of Procedure

on the Political crisis in Burkina Faso
(2022/2542(RSP))

Jordi Solé, Ignazio Corrao, Eleonora Evi, Francisco Guerreiro, Hannah 
Neumann, Piernicola Pedicini, Bronis Ropė, Mounir Satouri, Alviina 
Alametsä
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group



PE719.370v01-00 2/6 RE\P9_B(2022)0106_EN.docx

EN

B9-0106/2022

European Parliament resolution on the Political crisis in Burkina Faso
(2022/2542(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on Sudan,

- having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

- having regard to the Universal declaration on Human Rights,

- having regard to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, 

- having regard to the Cotonou agreement,

- having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas on 24 January Burkinabè armed forces announced that they had seized control 
of the country after detaining President Roch Marc Christian Kaboré, suspending the 
constitution and dissolving the government and national assembly;

B. whereas on 22 January, violent demonstrations broke out in Ouagadougou and Bobo 
Dioulasso, Burkina Faso’s two largest cities, as citizens protested against deteriorating 
security in the country; whereas the seize of power by the military came two days after 
riot police clashed with anti-government protesters in the capital, Ouagadougou, 
whereas the leaders of the coup, the Patriotic Movement for Preservation and 
Restoration (PMPR), said they acted in response to the “exasperation of the people.” ; 

C. whereas back on 9 December 2021, Prime Minister Christophe Joseph Marie Dabire 
resigned from his function, which consequently lead to the resignation of the entire 
government, as stipulated by law; 

D. whereas discontent and criticism from civilians, the opposition and the military had 
been growing over President Kaboré’s lack of capacity to effectively implement 
solutions to the enormous security, social and economic challenges in the country 
caused by the spread of violent attacks by terrorist groups; whereas these grievances 
have fuelled a wave of protests in recent months; whereas some military troops 
expressed frustration due to the lack of resources they have been given to fight violent 
extremism; 

E. whereas the military seize of power has been condemned by the international 
community, including the European Union (EU), the United Nations (UN), the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the African Union (AU), 
who all expressed their concern that military rule could further destabilize Burkina Faso 
and the Sahel region; 

F. whereas ECOWAS suspended Burkina Faso’s membership on 28th January; whereas on 
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3 February ECOWAS decided not to impose new sanctions against Burkina Faso but 
asked the country's new authorities to present a "reasonable timetable for the return to 
constitutional order"; 

G. whereas on 8 February the military authorities into power set up a technical commission 
that must propose a draft charter for the transition, an agenda and the duration of the 
transition within the next two weeks; whereas this commission is composed of 15 
members among whom are journalists, lawyers, teachers-researchers, anthropologists, 
economists and military personnel;

H. whereas attacks by extremist islamist groups linked to al Qaeda and the Islamic State 
group have killed thousands and displaced an estimated 1.5 million people in Burkina 
Faso since 2015; whereas in 2018 violence by Islamist armed groups worsened, with 
these groups increasingly targeting civilians and capturing towns and territory; whereas 
islamist armed groups killed more than 350 civilians and kidnapped hundreds of others 
in the country in 2021; whereas on 14 November the gendarmerie in the northern town 
of Inata was victim of such attack which left at least 53 people dead and many more 
injured;

I. whereas in June 2021, a violent attack on the village of Solhan, killed at least 137 
people and is considered as one of the deadliest in the country; whereas following the 
attack, the government repressed media houses that reported on the humanitarian impact 
of the attack and on the government’s handling of the crisis; whereas in November 
2021, Burkinabè troops allegedly extrajudicially killed 15 men from around Djigoué 
village, in the south-west region, and three men from Poikoro village, in the Cascades 
region; 

J. whereas the escalating violence has resulted in Burkina Faso becoming one of 
the fastest growing displacement and protection crises in the world, with at 
least 1.6 million people displaced; whereas more than 19,000 Burkinabe fled to Côte 
d’Ivoire, Mali, Niger and Benin; whereas the amount of Internally Displaced People 
(IDPs) rose to over 1.5 million last year, a 50% increase, which is among the highest 
proportions of internal displacement on the continent; whereas among IDPs, threats to 
women and youth are particularly severe, including sexual and labour exploitation, 
gender-based violence, forced recruitment and trafficking; 

K. whereas as a result of internal displacement, in some areas up to 50% of the area has not 
been cultivated and other areas that were cultivated but abandoned will not be 
harvested; whereas presence of IDPs and refugees may lead to conflict with the local 
population over scarce natural resources if no adequate measures are taken to provide 
housing, employment and food; whereas the resulting resource conflicts threaten to 
further contribute to the cycle of violence in the country;  

L. whereas end 2021 and early 2022, the government shut down internet services to 
repress protesters who claimed an end to the violence and rising food prices; whereas in 
2021, the government implemented a ban on visits by journalists to internally displaced 
camps; whereas after taking power, the MPSR issued a warning against the 
communication of “fake news.” 

M. whereas Burkina Faso ranks among the 10 poorest countries in the world; whereas 
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access to sanitation and electricity is poor, while investment in education and 
infrastructure is insufficient;

N. whereas the Sahel region, where Burkina Faso belongs remains on the frontline of the 
climate emergency with temperatures increasing at 1.5 times the global average;  which 
causes notably the northern region’s rapid desertification and resulting water shortages, 
soil degradation and resource scarcity; whereas as a result, over 1 million people are at 
risk of food shortages and 1.5 million are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance; 
while conflict over scarce resources continue to raise and facilitate encroachment by 
violent armed groups;  

O. Whereas more than EUR 1 billion have been allocated to Burkina Faso for the period 
2014-2020 under all the European Union’s instruments;

P. Whereas within the last 12 months, Chad, Mali, Guinea and Burkina Faso have all 
fallen under the de facto control of the military;

1. Condemns the unconstitutional seize of power in Burkina Faso, which resulted in the 
ousting of a democratically elected President by military officers; 

2. Calls to urgently define the duration of the political transition, organise free and 
transparent elections and rapidly restore constitutional order;

3. Urges current Burkinabè authorities to ensure the physical and psychological security of 
the deposed President, his family and members of the former regime and guarantee, in 
the absence of any judicial proceedings, their freedom of movement within the national 
territory; calls for the immediate and unconditional release and respect of the dignity of 
all those arrested in the context of this coup; 

4. Urges the authorities to ensure the protection of human rights defenders and civil 
society organisations in the exercise of their mandate, including denouncing human 
rights violations, police blunders and excessive use of force; calls on the EU and its 
Member States to increase their protection and support for human rights defenders in 
Burkina Faso, and where appropriate, to facilitate the issuing of emergency visas, and 
provide temporary shelter in the EU Member States;

5. Urges Burkinabè authorities to respect and protect the peoples’ rights to freedom of 
assembly, association and expression and press and media freedom in compliance with 
international standards;

6. Reaffirms that acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable regardless of their 
motivation, wherever and whenever and by whomsoever committed; stresses that it is 
essential that all perpetrators of such human rights violations and abuses be brought to 
justice, regardless of their affiliation, and that they are held accountable for their 
actions;

7. Stresses the importance of redefining a strategy for combating terrorism and violent 
extremism throughout the country while respecting the rule of law and fundamental 
rights, in accordance with obligations under international law, in particular international 
human rights law, international humanitarian law and refugee law;
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8. Calls on the EU and its Member States to step up its support to stop the escalation of 
violence in the Sahel region; underscores that human security should be the guiding 
principle of EU security sector reform and assistance efforts in fragile countries and 
regions; deplores the fact that, according to the UN (MINUSMA), G5 Sahel security 
forces have committed war crimes in the region and underlines the urgent need for 
accountability at all levels, justice, mediation and reconciliation;

9. Calls on all EU member states to live up to their human rights obligations and refrain 
from any arms transfers that could fuel human rights violations in Burkina Faso and the 
Sahel; 

10. Stresses that each of the recent military takeovers in Africa has its internal dynamics 
and own individual context,  but in most cases coup leaders have often taken advantage 
of social unrest, grievances about corruption, and the failure of governments to respect 
basic rights, uphold constitutional obligations, and carry out promised reforms;

11. Calls for international coordination throughout the region, with the political objectives 
of safeguarding the territorial integrity, democratic institutions, the security of all 
citizens and their properties; recalls that the situation in Burkina Faso has a direct 
impact on its neighbouring states; calls on the Burkinabè authorities to further intensify 
its cooperation with its neighbouring states, especially with regard to its northern 
regions and those states directly affected by the violence, such as Mali and Niger;

12. Stresses that security is vital, but that it is not the only answer to the challenges that 
Burkina Faso is facing, and that, therefore, coordination between security, climate, 
development and trade policies is one of the essential challenges; 

13. calls on the international community including the European Union to provide support 
for a credible political transition that respects the people’s desire for democracy and 
peace; in this regard, calls on the EU and Member States to maintain dialogue with the 
Burkinabè authorities throughout the transition process until there is clear and verifiable 
evidence of turning back to constitutional order; stresses that this dialogue should aim to 
establish a roadmap based on concrete objectives jointly agreed with the whole of 
Burkina Faso’s political class and civil society; 

14. Believes that the EU must work with ECOWAS, the transitional authorities and all 
stakeholders in Burkina Faso to strengthen development, education and climate change 
adaptation efforts in order to tackle poverty and prevent further radicalisation; stresses 
that climate change is a major risk multiplier for conflict, drought, famine and 
displacement;

15. Expresses particular concern over the impact of security threats on the effectiveness of 
humanitarian assistance and development cooperation; urges the Member States and the 
international community to increase their humanitarian assistance to Burkina Faso, in 
particular through the provision of food, water and medical services; warns that not 
fulfilling the basic needs of the displaced and hosting communities, including women 
and children (such as food, water, shelter and healthcare) will only fuel further the 
already critical humanitarian situation;

16. Calls on the international community to continue supporting Burkina Faso in order to 
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address the deteriorating security situation and prevailing socio-economic challenges 
facing the country, fully aware of the fact that only a sustained redress of the structural 
dynamics underlying the current challenges in the country can guarantee lasting stability 
and development; 

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission, the 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the authorities of Burkina Faso, the 
institutions of the African Union, the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) the United Nations Secretary-General, the United Nations General 
Assembly, the Co-Presidents of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly and the 
PAN-African Parliament (PAP).


