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European Parliament resolution on the EU’s protection of children and young people 
fleeing the war in Ukraine
(2022/2618(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the UN Charter,

– having regard to the Article 3(3) of the Treaty on European Union,

– having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989,

– having regard to the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in 
Human Beings of 2005,

– having regard to Council Directive 2001/55/EC of 20 July 2001 on minimum standards 
for giving temporary protection in the event of a mass influx of displaced persons and on 
measures promoting a balance of efforts between Member States in receiving such 
persons and bearing the consequences thereof1 (Temporary Protection Directive), which 
was activated by the Commission on 27 February 2022, and unanimously adopted by the 
Council on 4 March 2022,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on the current crisis in Ukraine,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the conflict in Ukraine is escalating and the number of refugees fleeing Ukraine 
is increasing;

B. whereas the Temporary Protection Directive has been activated for the first time since its 
inception in 2001 to remedy the impact of a war in Europe so that protection mechanisms 
can be fast-tracked for the regional placement of refugees;

C. whereas the visa waiver for Ukrainian passport holders has been overridden by the 
activation of the Temporary Protection Directive which allows them to enter and stay in 
the EU for a period of one year without applying for a visa or for asylum;

D. whereas there is an imminent and real risk of trafficking in human beings; whereas 
children and especially unaccompanied minors are particularly exposed to this risk given 
their situation of vulnerability;

E. whereas many private individuals and local authorities in the Member States are currently 
available to receive minors and their families;

F. whereas it is essential to provide targeted support and protection to children in dedicated 
reception facilities; whereas the staff taking care of traumatised minors should be 

1 OJ L 212, 7.8.20014, p. 12.
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adequately trained;

G. whereas many orphans and disabled children are currently stranded in Ukraine’s 
institutions due to the ongoing conflict; whereas the situation has further deteriorated 
given that most caregivers have fled to escape the conflict;

1. Unequivocally condemns, in the strongest terms, the unprovoked and unjustified military 
aggression by Russia against Ukraine; considers that the actions ordered by President 
Putin constitute a flagrant violation of international law and the sovereignty of Ukraine;

2. Condemns, with shock and disdain, the atrocities that have been committed in places 
such as Bucha and calls for a thorough investigation into these and similar war crimes;

3. Reiterates its calls for the immediate withdrawal of Russian military forces from Ukraine; 
reaffirms its support for Ukraine’s independence and sovereignty;

4. Calls for an immediate and genuine ceasefire; calls for serious and immediate 
negotiations to end the loss of life; calls on the UN to effectively exercise its mandate of 
maintaining international peace and security in accordance with the UN Charter; 
considers that the Russian aggression has breached peace in Europe;

5. Deplores the loss of life and the humanitarian suffering; expresses its deep concern about 
the safety of Ukrainian civilians, internally displaced persons and refugees; urges Russia 
to comply with its obligations in terms of international humanitarian law, particularly the 
obligations relating to civilian casualties; condemns any attacks on civilian targets, 
including hospitals, kindergartens, residences and bomb shelters;

6. Notes the activation of the Temporary Protection Directive in relation to a war situation at 
the external borders of the EU, which allows all Ukrainian citizens, including children, to 
enter the European Union without applying for a visa or for asylum;

7. Calls on the Commission to urge the Member States to ensure the prompt child-friendly 
identification and registration of all minors fleeing Ukraine at entry into their territories;

8. Commends the actions by local authorities and the citizens of Member States who have 
opened their homes to Ukrainian families in need of protection; commends, in particular, 
Poland, Hungary and Romania, which have welcomed hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainian refugees into their territory; considers, in this regard, that the EU should 
support these countries;

9. Urges the Member States, in the framework of protecting unaccompanied minors, to 
appoint a legal guardian, ensuring immediate and temporary reception in specialised 
communities identified by the Member States in accordance with the principle of the best 
interests of the child;

10. Urges the Member States to provide adequate access to education and healthcare services 
to all Ukrainian refugees who are minors; to this end, encourages all Member States 
hosting Ukrainian refugees to provide basic information on national education and 
healthcare websites, including a welcome booklet for persons with disabilities and a 
presentation of the national educational and healthcare system in the Ukrainian language;
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11. Calls for the verification of the relationship between minors who have not been 
accompanied by their parents and any adults travelling with them, in order to prevent the 
illegal trafficking or smuggling of children;

12. Urges the Member States and, in particular, law enforcement officials at the borders to set 
out specific measures to prevent and sanction people smuggling and trafficking;

13. Encourages the Member States to establish verification procedures with regard to the 
authenticity of Ukrainian passports, in order to avoid abuses and ensure that support and 
protection for citizens who need them is not weakened;

14. Reiterates that third-country nationals coming from Ukraine and who are not eligible for 
temporary protection must be assisted in returning safely to their countries of origin;

15. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to set up targeted measures to evacuate 
and assist orphans and disabled children;

16. Calls on the Commission and the Vice-President / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy to proceed with the creation of a humanitarian 
channel for newborn babies from surrogate mothers, in compliance with both the EU and 
the relevant national laws, as well as for minors with disabilities and all vulnerable minors 
to reach the EU safely; calls on the Member States to provide specific legal assistance to 
babies born to surrogate mothers, in accordance with the national laws of Member States;

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, the European External Action Service, the governments and 
parliaments of the Member States, the Government of Ukraine and the Government of 
the Russian Federation.


