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European Parliament resolution on the prosecution of the opposition and the detention 
of trade union leaders in Belarus
(2022/2664(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions and recommendations on Belarus,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to all human rights and 
International Labour Organization conventions to which Belarus is a party,

– having regard to the statement by the Spokesperson of the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) of 29 April 2022 on new repressive measures in Belarus widening the 
scope for the use of capital punishment,

– having regard to the report of 5 July 2021 of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in Belarus, Anaïs Marin, to the UN Human Rights Council,

– having regard to the awarding of the European Parliament’s 2020 Sakharov Prize for 
Freedom of Thought to the democratic opposition in Belarus,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the European Union and its Member States did not recognise the results of the 
fraudulent presidential elections held in Belarus on 9 August 2020; whereas the human 
rights violations in Belarus have escalated since August 2020, with more than 1 100 
political prisoners as of May 2022; whereas human rights defenders, opposition 
politicians, civil society, independent journalists and other activists are systematically 
subjected to violent repression; whereas thousands of Belarusians have been forced or 
otherwise compelled to leave their homeland and seek safety abroad;

B. whereas there is no indication that the Belarusian authorities are investigating the 
thousands of reports of police brutality filed since August 2020 or the killings of 
protesters; whereas the widespread impunity for human rights violations perpetuates the 
desperate situation of the Belarusian people; whereas the absence of the rule of law 
impedes their right to a fair trial; whereas Belarus is the only country in Europe to still 
carry out capital punishment;

C. whereas on 24 February 2022, the Russian Federation launched an illegal, unjustified 
and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, including from the territory of Belarus; whereas 
the transport and military infrastructure of Belarus is used for military operations in the 
war; whereas groups allegedly comprising workers of the Belarusian railway who 
damaged railway infrastructure to delay Russian military cargo heading to Ukraine were 
arrested and several members were shot and wounded;

D. whereas on 27 February 2022, Belarus staged a so-called constitutional referendum in 
an atmosphere of repression; whereas the draft amendments to the constitution, which 
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were first announced by the authorities more than two years ago, only became available 
to the public less than a month before the referendum was called; whereas the 
authorities did not take into account critical opinions, especially those of experts; 
whereas the manner in which the referendum was prepared and carried out failed to 
meet several basic international standards for the holding of democratic and fair 
elections, and was characterised by numerous violations both of these principles and 
national legislation; whereas the so-called referendum renounced Belarus’s status as a 
nuclear-free zone, thereby allowing the country to host nuclear weapons from Russia;

E. whereas on 28 April 2022, the Belarusian National Assembly approved an amendment 
to the Criminal Code introducing the death penalty for ‘attempted acts of terrorism’; 
whereas the death penalty violates the inalienable right to life enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading 
punishment;

F. whereas the amendment to the Criminal Code gives rise to the possibility of further 
serious abuse, as many representatives of democratic forces and political activists who 
are wanted or have been charged or already condemned under ‘terrorism’ offences now 
also risk the death penalty;

G. whereas on 14 December 2021, leading Belarusian opposition figures Siarhei 
Tsikhanouski, Mikalai Statkevich, Ihar Losik, Artsyom Sakau, Uladzimir Tsyhanovich 
and Dzmitry Papou were sentenced to long prison terms on trumped-up charges of 
trying to seize power, inciting hatred and social unrest, and extremism;

H. whereas on 19 April 2022, several leading figures of independent trade unions in 
Belarus – Aliaksandr Yarashuk, President of the Belarusian Congress of Democratic 
Trade Unions (BKDP), Siarhei Antusevich, Vice-President of the BKDP, Aliaksandr 
Bukhvostau, President of the Free Trade Union of Metal Workers (SPM) and Mikalaj 
Sharakh, President of the Free Trade Union of Belarus (SPB) – were arrested by the 
State Security Committee (KGB) along with at least 16 other trade union members; 
whereas the premises of the BKDP, SPB, SPM and the Radio and Electronic Industry 
Workers’ Union (REP) were searched, together with the homes of trade union leaders 
and employees;

I. whereas several trade unionists remain in detention and on 28 April 2022 were charged 
with violating Part 1 of Article 342 of the Criminal Code, which penalises ‘acts 
seriously disrupting public order or active participation therein’, rendering them subject 
to arrest or to limitations on their freedom of between two and five years or 
imprisonment of up to four years; whereas the individuals detained are unable to see 
their families or trade union colleagues and their security, health and psychological 
well-being remain of great concern; whereas the Chair of the Independent Trade Union 
at the OJSC Naftan oil refinery, Olga Britikova, has been convicted for the fifth time in 
a row;

J. whereas the detention of trade union leaders will have an impact on the exercise of trade 
union rights in Belarus and a chilling effect on workers; whereas the removal of 
independent trade unions’ legal status in April further deprived workers of 
representation and protection; whereas independent trade unions have been at the 



PE732.312v01-00 4/5 RE\1256046EN.docx

EN

forefront of the fight for democracy in Belarus for more than 20 years;

K. whereas the Council adopted five packages of restrictive measures against Belarusian 
individuals and entities following the fraudulent presidential elections in 2020; whereas 
EU restrictive measures against Belarus now apply to a total of 183 persons and 26 
entities; whereas the Council also adopted a variety of sanctions in response to 
Belarus’s involvement in Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine in 2022;

1. Condemns in the strongest possible terms Belarus’s involvement in the Russian 
Federation’s war of aggression against Ukraine, and demands that Belarus stop enabling 
and supporting the regime in Moscow;

2. Continues to stand firmly in solidarity with the people of Belarus as well as the forces 
that are demanding and fighting for a free and democratic Belarus; reiterates its non-
recognition of the election of Aliaksandr Lukashenka as President of Belarus, and 
denounces the recent constitutional referendum;

3. Demands an immediate end to the violence and repression employed by the Belarusian 
authorities against peaceful protesters, opposition politicians, independent media, 
human rights defenders, civil society, academia, trade unions, lawyers, and other 
Belarusian citizens; insists on the immediate and unconditional release of and dropping 
of all charges against all political prisoners, including opposition politicians and trade 
union representatives;

4. Calls on the Belarusian authorities to provide immediate access to and information on 
the whereabouts and conditions in detention of all arrested trade unionists, to withdraw 
the classification of REP as an extremist organisation and trade union communication as 
extremist materials, and to restore the legal status of all independent trade unions;

5. Stresses the need to refrain from any arrests of the leaders and members of independent 
trade unions in Belarus, to stop all repression of the union movement, and to start 
building a working relationship with democratic trade unions based on social dialogue;

6. Calls for unequivocal support to be given to the Belarusian opposition, for the current, 
illegitimate Lukashenka regime to be ousted from office, and for new elections to be 
held in a free and fair manner, underpinned by an independent and free media and a 
strong civil society;

7. Insists on the need to ensure fundamental freedoms and human rights, the rule of law 
and a functioning independent judiciary in Belarus and to cease all repression, 
persecution, ill-treatment, sexual and gender-based violence, enforced disappearance 
and torture; calls for an end to discrimination against women and vulnerable groups, 
including persons with disabilities and LGBTQI persons;

8. Condemns the recent amendments to the Criminal Code relating to capital punishment; 
calls on the Belarusian authorities to immediately abolish the death penalty in 
perpetuity;

9. Welcomes the Council’s decision to adopt restrictive measures as well as the increased 
coordination on restrictive measures with like-minded countries; calls for effective 



RE\1256046EN.docx 5/5 PE732.312v01-00

EN

safeguards to be introduced against the direct or indirect sale to EU markets of 
Belarusian electricity produced in the Astravets nuclear power plant, as well as a halt on 
investment from EU Member States to energy infrastructure projects in Belarus;

10. Calls on the Council and the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative 
of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy to explore further measures beyond 
sanctions and to develop a coherent and comprehensive approach towards Belarus in the 
long term, which should be closely coordinated with like-minded countries and 
international organisations; calls for the EEAS to take the lead in coordinating such a 
coherent policy with the Member States and other EU institutions;

11. Highlights the continued need to engage with and support civil society activists, human 
rights defenders, opposition activists, trade union representatives, and independent 
media in Belarus and abroad; reiterates its call for a targeted EU assistance programme 
to support the victims of political repression and police violence by monitoring the 
situation and trials of individual political prisoners on the ground, easing visa 
requirements, improving asylum processes, issuing emergency visas and providing 
temporary shelter in EU Member States for those seeking refuge from Belarus; commits 
to stepping up its own democracy support activities;

12. Welcomes the Commission’s comprehensive plan of economic support for a democratic 
Belarus, but demands that the funds must be immediately accessible in order to support 
the crucial work of civil society, independent media, trade unions and the Belarusian 
opposition in exile, as well as those fleeing the oppressive regime;

13. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and the EEAS to cooperate with 
international partners, such as the OSCE Moscow Mechanism and the UN Human 
Rights Council, as well as human rights defenders and civil society on the ground, to 
ensure the monitoring, documentation and reporting of human rights violations and 
subsequent accountability and justice for victims; welcomes and supports the 
establishment of the International Accountability Platform for Belarus; supports further 
discussions about setting up an international tribunal for human rights violations in 
Belarus in The Hague;

14. Notes with concern the continuing integration between Russia and Belarus across 
several fields, not least the progressive militarisation of Belarus and the wider region, 
which poses a challenge to the security and stability of the European continent and, in 
particular, to countries in the EU’s Eastern Neighbourhood with which Russia is already 
in conflict;

15. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, the Council, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member 
States, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, and the authorities of 
Belarus.


