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European Parliament resolution on the EU candidate status of Ukraine, the Republic of 
Moldova and Georgia
(2022/2716(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and 
Georgia, in particular those adopted since the renewal and intensification of the Russian 
war of aggression against Ukraine on 24 February 2022,

− having regard to Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union,

− having regard to the applications for EU membership made by Ukraine, the Republic of 
Moldova and Georgia,

− having regard to the ongoing assessment by the Commission of the first detailed 
answers provided by the three countries to its questionnaire,

− having regard to the European Council of 23 and 24 June,

− having regard to the Commission opinions published on 16 June 2022 on the three 
membership applications in question,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas since 24 February 2022, when Russia started a new unprovoked, unjustified 
and illegal wave of military aggression and war in Ukraine, the geopolitical situation in 
Europe has fundamentally changed, necessitating bold and brave decisions by the 
European Union; whereas, in this context, the EU cannot continue its policy of strategic 
ambiguity towards the three associated states – Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and 
Georgia – which have been seeking the prospect of EU membership for years;

B. whereas there is no ‘fast track’ for EU membership and accession remains a complex, 
merit-based and structured process which is dependent on the effective implementation 
of reforms and the transposition of the EU acquis; whereas, however, that does not 
exclude a fast start to the process, which is a political imperative in the new geopolitical 
context created by the Russian aggression against Ukraine;

C. whereas there is a clear need for a stronger strategic commitment to each of the three 
associates states; whereas the granting of candidate status would send a strong message 
of hope and solidarity to the citizens of these three countries and show that the 
European Union is determined to live up to the present challenges and its future vision;

D. whereas Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia have signed association 
agreements with the EU, which are currently being implemented; whereas the progress 
achieved in implementing the association agreements, including the deep and 
comprehensive free trade area between the EU and these countries, means that there is 
already a substantial degree of preparedness for the accession process;
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E. whereas Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia have all submitted both EU 
accession questionnaires in record time, demonstrating not only their great commitment 
to the EU’s values, but also their great ability and will to achieve these objectives; 
whereas on the path of reforms and democratic transformation towards their accession, 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia need as much positive, effective, firm 
and mutual support as possible from all of the EU institutions and Member States;

F. whereas, in its opinions published on 16 June 2022, the Commission recommends 
granting candidate status to Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova and granting a 
‘European perspective’ to Georgia;

1. Reiterates its call for the European Council of 23 and 24 June to grant EU candidate 
status to Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova in line with Article 49 of the Treaty on 
European Union and on the basis of merit, and to continue working towards granting the 
same status to Georgia, in line with the opinions published by the Commission on the 
three applications;

2. Reaffirms its commitment to enlargement, which is more than ever a geostrategic 
investment in a stable, strong and united EU;

3. Underlines that this process will be based on merit and that the renewed enlargement 
methodology puts an emphasis on the crucial areas of respect for the rule of law, 
fundamental values, democracy and the fight against corruption from the very start of 
the process until its conclusion;

4. Calls for an innovative, complementary and flexible interaction between the ongoing 
work on the implementation of the association agreements in force and the accession 
negotiation process, thus allowing for a gradual integration of these countries into the 
EU single market and sectoral programmes as initial steps;

5. Underlines that granting EU candidate status reflects the EU’s unwavering commitment 
to the peoples and citizens of Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia;

6. Strongly believes that a firm, merit-based prospect of full EU membership for the three 
associated partners is in the EU’s own political, economic and security interests;

7. Underlines the need to recognise the sustained efforts towards further integration that 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia have made over the past few years 
through the association agenda, as well as the support for and commitment to the values 
of the European Union expressed by the peoples of these countries;

8. Underlines that the European Union must continue to step up its financial, technical and 
political support to these countries in order to assist them with their integration, and that 
the EU itself must undertake the necessary reforms needed to prepare for future 
enlargements;

9. Notes that the decision to grant candidate status to Ukraine and the Republic of 
Moldova and a ‘European perspective’ to Georgia fits in with the EU’s broader policy 
of enlargement, which also includes the Western Balkan countries, and that this process 
should continue to be dynamic, on the basis of the current methodology and the 
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principle of own merits;

10. Reiterates the EU’s commitment to the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 
independence of Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia within their 
internationally recognised borders and supports their efforts to fully enforce those 
principles; underlines the importance of the unity and solidarity of the Member States in 
this regard;

11. Calls on its President to forward this resolution to the European Council, the 
Commission, the Member States and the presidents, Parliaments and Governments of 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia.


