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European Parliament resolution on the situation of indigenous and environmental 
defenders in Brazil, including the killing of Dom Philips and Bruno Pereira 
(2022/2752(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on the need to protect the rights of the 
indigenous peoples of Brazil,

- having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples of 2007, and the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders of 1998,

- having regard to the International Labor Organization Convention on Indigenous and 
Tribal Peoples (Convention 169), as adopted on 27 June 1989, and signed by Brazil,

- having regard to  the  Constitution of  the Federative Republic of Brazil, in particular its 
article 231 on the recognition of the indigenous land, 

- having regard to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) report on "Evaluating Brazil’s progress in implementing Environmental 
Performance Review recommendations and promoting its alignment with OECD core 
acquis on the environment", 2021,

- having regard to the commitment to negotiate an additional protocol to the final draft 
Mercosur AA and FTA on safeguarding and implementing all international HR 
obligations for Brazil’s and the EU as well as on an additional enforceable mechanism 
in the respective TSD chapter, which all have to introduced into national legislation as 
precondition for concluding these Agreements,

- having regard to the prep-work and EU’s contribution to the COP15 draft outcome 
document and it’s to be ensured imperative binding character for national and EU’s 
legislation,

- having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas since 2019 there has been a setback in Brazil in practices and policies crucial 
to human rights, transparency, good governance, the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions and the strengthening of democracy and the rule of law; whereas the rights 
of Indigenous peoples, Quilombolas and other traditional communities are 
systematically violated in Brazil; 

B. whereas Bolsonaro administration has dismantled public structures for social, 
environmental and indigenous protection; whereas they have undercut Brazil’s federal 
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environmental agencies, weakening the enforcement of environmental law, removing 
experienced environmental agents from leadership positions, and publicly deriding the 
agencies’ work;

C. whereas Bolsonaro administration has promoted legislations that undermine the rights 
of indigenous people by providing amnesty for land invasions, easing environmental 
licensing, and opening Indigenous territories to mining and other projects with high 
environmental impact; whereas there are currently some bills on the agenda of the 
National Congress which authorizes the exploitation Indigenous Lands (Bill 191/2020), 
insists on the end of demarcations and the revision of Indigenous Lands (Bill 
490/2007), and promote the legalization of the illegal occupation of public lands (Bill 
510/2021), among others which further weaken the protection of Indigenous Peoples;

D. whereas the government's discourse against indigenous peoples and environmental 
defenders and the weakening of environmental laws and their enforcement has resulted 
in an escalation of invasions in Indigenous Lands, deforestation and fires in Brazilian 
biomes, and has also promoted the increase of illegal mining, agricultural expansion 
and other illegal exploitation carried out by criminal networks in the Indigenous 
territories; whereas Brazil is facing the highest number of land conflicts since 1985; 
whereas according to the NGO Map Biomas the area occupied by illegal mining within 
indigenous lands grew 495%, from 2010 to 2020; 

E. whereas deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon has increased dramatically since 
President Bolsonaro took office including a 22 percent jump in 2021 over 2020, the 
highest since 2006; whereas in 2021 Brazil led the rates of world deforestation; whereas 
about 94% of deforestation in Brazil in the last two years was illegal; whereas the 2021 
OECD report, found that “deforestation rates inside protected areas have risen by more 
than 40% in 2019/2020 compared to 2018/2019”; whereas according to data published 
in the journal Science, 20% of soybean exports and 17% of meat exports from Brazil 
could be linked to illegal deforestation; whereas European Union is one of the largest 
buyers of soy and other forestry risk products from Brazil; 

F. whereas according to “Cash Cow”, a recent Global Witness report, Global financiers 
(such as HSBC, Barclays, Santander, Deutsche Bank, BlackRock and JP Morgan) and 
international companies (such as Sainsbury’s, Iceland, Asda and Gruppo Mastrotto) 
have supported deforestation and land-grabbing which have an impact on the violence 
against the indigenous People;

G. whereas the Indigenous Peoples face not only deforestation, fires and the destruction of 
their biodiversity, but also suffer various forms of violence; whereas Indigenous 
Peoples and environmental defenders are persecuted, criminalized, imprisoned and 
murdered and in the last four years, violence against these populations has grown 
rapidly; whereas the NGO Global Witness reported that Brazil was the country with 
the fourth highest number of killings of environmental leaders and land rights defenders 
in the world, and most of these crimes remain unpunished;

H. whereas the 5 of June, the British journalist Dom Phillips, and the Brazilian Indigenous 
expert Bruno Pereira, a former public servant of the National Indian Foundation 
(Funai), were disappeared and murdered in the Vale do Javari region while they 
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investigated invasions in the Indigenous territory; whereas they had received death 
threats some days before their murders; whereas authorities including the President 
Bolsonaro, made stigmatizing statements against Bruno and Dom, issued contradictory 
information, and conducted a belated investigation without sufficient resources or 
transparency; whereas local Indigenous representatives allege the murders were 
commissioned by a criminal organization in the region;

I. whereas the Javari Valley is the second largest official Indigenous territory in Brazil 
and is the scene of intense conflicts led by illicit industries of fishing, logging, hunting 
and mining and drug trafficking; whereas the region has a history of violence and 
threats against Indigenous People, environmental defenders, and NGOs; whereas in 
2019, Maxciel Pereira dos Santos, Funai's server, was shot dead and his crime has not 
been solved;

J. whereas Bruno Pereira was a victim of the dismantled of the instances of protection for 
Indigenous People, as he was fired from the FUNAI in 2019, just days after leading a 
successful operation to destroy an illegal mining operation inside the Yanomami Indian 
reservation;

K. whereas the deaths of Dom Phillips and Bruno Pereira are not isolated cases; whereas 
in 2020, according to Cimi's report Violence against Indigenous Peoples in Brazil, 182 
indigenous people were murdered, a figure 61% higher than in 2019, when 113 murders 
were recorded; 

L. whereas the Guaraní Kaiowá people have been constantly under attack; whereas on 23 
and 24 June, Guaraní Kaiowá indigenous people were attacked in Guapoy, in the state 
of Mato Grosso do Sul; whereas soldiers and large landowners (“fazendeiros”),   
without judicial authorization and in defiance of the Brazilian legal system, entered the 
area occupied by the Indigenous Peoples to violently expel them; whereas Vitor 
Fernandes, forest guardian Guaraní Kaiowá, was killed and 10 indigenous people were 
wounded;

M.whereas on June 15, the indigenous Edivaldo Manuel de Souza from the Atikum people, 
died after being tortured and beaten by military police in the Atikum Indigenous Land, 
in the state of Pernambuco; whereas he is the 4th indigenous Atikum killed by arbitrary 
police operations in the last five years; 

N. whereas other crimes committed in recent years by police against indigenous people, 
such as the murder of four Chikitano indigenous people in the state of Mato Grosso, or 
the massacre perpetrated against indigenous communities on the Abacaxis River, in 
July 2000, remain unpunished;

O. whereas on 26 January 2021, land rights defender Fernando dos Santos Araújo was 
killed, whereas he was a landless worker in Amazonia region, and one of the survivors 
of the 2017 Pau D’Arco massacre, which occurred on 24 May 2017 and resulted in 10 
rural workers being killed by police troops;

P. whereas indigenous women and girls are also victims of sexual and gender-based 
violence; whereas on 29 May, indigenous Guaraní Kaiowá reported that two girls aged 
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12 and 14 were kidnapped, raped and threatened with death by farmers in retaliation 
for the retaking of the ancestral territory of Tujury Guapo'y in Amambai;

Q. whereas indigenous peoples rights – such as to self-determination and free, prior, and 
informed consent over use of their territories – are under systematic attack in Brazil;

R. whereas the demarcation of indigenous lands was constitutionally recognized since 
1988, but it has still not been completed in Brazil; whereas during Bolsonaro´s 
government, all demarcations are stalled; whereas the constitutional rights of 
indigenous peoples could be restricted depending on the ruling of the Supreme Court 
on the case known as the Milestone thesis;

S. whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has worsened the long-standing injustice that 
Indigenous people face in Brazil; whereas they were heavily affected by COVID-19 
because of inadequate access to clean water, sanitation, health services, and social 
benefits and protection;

T. whereas in August 2021, the Articulation of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil (APIB) filed 
a complaint before the International Criminal Court against President Bolsonaro for 
crimes against humanity and genocide, “based on his explicit, systematic and 
intentional anti-Indigenous policies”;

1. Strongly condemns the systematic violence perpetrated against the indigenous people 
and deplores the poverty and discrimination they continuously face; rejects the 
deterioration of human rights in Brazil since Jair Bolsonaro took power; 

2. Denounces the increase of murders and attacks and the rising criminalization against 
indigenous people and environmental defenders and in particular, condemns the killings 
of Bruno Pereira and Dom Phillips killed because of their defense of indigenous peoples' 
rights; 

3. States that measures must be urgently taken to put an end to this cycle of violence 
against indigenous people, those who defend their rights and environmental defenders; 
demands their protection and asks the authorities to refrain from using language that 
vilifies them;

4. Recognizes the historic struggle played by the Indigenous people for the maintenance 
of the forests and other natural vegetation in Brazil and demands the recognition and 
protection of the lands traditionally occupied by Indigenous including by resuming the 
demarcation of Indigenous territories, protecting these territories from illegal land 
seizures and refraining from withdrawing from ILO Convention 169, as suggested by a 
draft legislation;

5. Recalls the statement in the IPBES Global Assessment Report that nature is generally 
declining less rapidly on indigenous peoples’ land than on other lands; emphasizes the 
interdependence of climate, economy and society and, in particular, the direct effects 
that climate change has on indigenous communities and the acute existential threat that 
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many of them face; calls for greater international support for indigenous peoples’ 
collective rights to land, territories and resources, which would contribute to limiting 
global warming and biodiversity loss since the territories of the world’s 370 million 
indigenous peoples cover 24 % of land worldwide and contain 80 % of the world’s 
biodiversity; believes this will also contribute to combating the degradation of 
ecosystems, ensuring indigenous livelihoods and contributing to greater equity in these 
efforts; recalls in this context the importance of inclusive social protection systems in 
the response to future climate shocks, and calls on the EU and its Member States to 
promote the creation of decent jobs as part of climate-related official development 
assistance, in order to help increase the resilience of all populations against climate 
change; urges all Member States to ratify without delay ILO Convention No 169;

6. Demands the Brazilian authorities to guarantee a prompt, thorough, impartial, and 
independent investigation into the disappearances and deaths of Bruno Pereira and Dom 
Phillips, as well as accountability for all those involved in this crime including those 
who ordered it; considers that their families must have access to truth and reparation;

7. Claims to the authorities to fight impunity for environmental crimes, and ensuring that 
acts of violence and intimidation against environmental defenders are rigorously 
investigated and prosecuted and those responsible are held to account; in particular 
demands justice in the cases of Indigenous people an environmental defenders killed: 
Vitor Fernandes, Paulo Paulino Guajajara, Isaac Tembé, cacique Emyra Wajapi, Ari 
Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau, Fernando dos Santos Araújo , José Gomes, known as Zé do Lago, 
his wife Márcia Nunes Lisboa and his daughter, Antonio Correia dos Santos; condemns 
the prosecution, criminalization and murders of MTST and MST activists;

8. Condemns the destruction of tropical forest in Brazil and urges Brazilian authorities to 
strengthen environmental protection laws and put an immediate end to the deliberate 
systematic destruction of ecosystems; reiterates that negotiations on the environment 
policies should actively involve Indigenous communities and civil society 
organizations;

9. Urges the Federal Supreme Court to continue to safeguard the indigenous and 
constitutional rights of indigenous peoples;

10. Strongly demands to the Brazilian authorities to oppose to the legislation and policies 
that negatively affect Indigenous people and to adopt policies for stopping and reversing 
biodiversity loss, deforestation and land degradation that includes focus on respecting 
and enforcing the rights of Indigenous Peoples and quilombola communities;

11. Requires to ensure the effective enforcement of environmental laws by restoring and 
strengthening the capacity of environmental agencies; in particular calls for the 
demilitarization of FUNAI, and to provide the institution with financial and human 
resources to carry out the core services on which indigenous peoples rely;

12. Deplores the sexual and gender based violence perpetrated against indigenous women 
and girls and recalls that these constitute a serious violation of their human rights and 
dignity;

13. Asks the European Parliament to broaden the current definition of forests in the new 
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deforestation-free law to include all Brazilian biomes and that the law implements 
effective mechanisms for tracking commodity production chains; 

14. Considers that in a scenario of the dismantling of public policies in Brazil and the illegal 
advance of industries (agribusiness, livestock, mining, energy, hotels), the productive 
and economic demand coming from the European Union and other countries for these 
products fuels and accelerates the processes of invasion, expropriation and destruction 
of Indigenous Peoples and their lands;

15. Stresses the importance of full transparency and accountability of the operations of EU 
companies and financial institutions in large-scale agri-business investments and land 
acquisitions in Brazil, and calls for a strong and efficient EU mechanism to monitor 
these operations; strongly believes that companies should be held accountable for any 
environmental damage and human rights abuses for which they are responsible, and that 
the EU and the Member States should uphold this as a core principle;

16. Stresses that the signature of the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement would contribute 
to increase deforestation and gross human rights violations in particular crimes against 
environmental defenders and indigenous people; calls therefore to reopen the 
negotiation of the agreement in order to completely reorient it to trade relations that 
would break the post-colonial pattern and the disastrous ecological footprint of both the 
EU and Brazil massively exporting pesticides (including pesticides forbidden in the EU) 
and cars, and Mercosur countries massively exporting crops and beef; 

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the European Commission/High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of the Member 
States, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, the President and the 
Government of Brazil, the President of the Brazilian National Congress, the UN High 
Commissioner for human rights, the UN Human Rights Council and the UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues.


