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The European Parliament,

 having regard to its previous resolutions, in particular that of 9 June 2022 on the 
instrumentalisation of justice as a repressive tool in Nicaragua,

 having regard to the UN Universal Declaration of Human rights (art 18), the Charter 
of Fundamental rights of the European Union (art. 10) and the American Convention 
of human rights (art. 12),

 having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson 
Mandela Rules),

 having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas on 19 August 2022, the Bishop of Matagalpa, Rolando Álvarez was 
arbitrarily arrested and placed under house arrest by the Nicaraguan regime after a 
two-weeks stand-of, along with five priests, two seminarians and one cameraman, 
which are imprisoned in El Chipote Prison; 

B. whereas five other priests from the same dioceses of Matagalpa, Uriel Vallejos, 
Vicente Martinez, Sebastian Lopez, Mangel Hernandez and Dani Garcia, went into 
exile as a result of the arrest of Bishop Alvarez;  

C. whereas the Nicaraguan dictatorship has instituted a systematic and recurrent state 
policy against the Catholic Church in the country, with acts of repression that have 
been on the rise as exemplified by the expulsion of Monsignor Waldemar Stanislaw in 
March 2022,  the detention of Padre Manuel Salvador Garcia in June 2022, the 
criminalisation the Order of St Teresa of Calcutta in July 2022 and the ban on 
religious processions scheduled for 13 and 14 August; 

D. whereas on 1st September 2022, the Nicaraguan authorities sentenced monsignor 
Leonardo José Urbina Rodríguez to 30 years of prison; whereas other examples are 
the closure of at least 11 Catholic media outlets which are the latest civil society 
organisation to be closed forcibly; 

1. Condemns in the strongest possible terms the continuous deterioration of the situation 
in Nicaragua and the escalation in the repression against the Catholic Church, 
opposition figures, civil society, human rights defenders, journalists and other actors; 

2. Deplores the fact that the another 100 NGOs were closed down on 7 September 2022, 
bringing the total of closed NGOs in Nicaragua to 1850 this year; 

3. Condemns the abusive detention, the lack of trial guarantees and the illegal 
convictions of political prisoners that have been taking place in Nicaragua; urges the 
Nicaraguan authorities to restore guarantees for the full exercise of the civil and 
political rights of all Nicaraguans, cease the persecution of the democratic opposition, 
the press and civil society, immediately and unconditionally release those detained 
since April 2018, annul the legal proceedings against them and allow the safe return of 
all refugees and exiles to their homes;
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4. Condemns the cancellation of the opposition political parties and the lack of freedom 
to organise and participate in the Municipal Elections of 6 November 2022.

5. Urges the Nicaraguan Government to immediately end the repression and restore full 
respect for all human rights, including freedom of expression, religion and belief; calls 
for the immediate an unconditional release of all those arbitrarily detained, among 
others Bishop Rolando Alvarez; 

6. Reiterates its call on the EU to continue supporting civil society organisations, human 
rights defenders and relatives of political prisoners both in Nicaragua and in exile, 
including priests Uriel Vallejos, Vicente Martinez, Sebastian Lopez, Mangel 
Hernandez and Dani Garcia, among others;

7. Recalls that in the light of the Association Agreement between the EU and Central 
America, Nicaragua must respect and consolidate the principles of the rule of law, 
democracy and human rights; reiterates its demand that, in the light of the current 
circumstances, the democratic clause of the Association Agreement be triggered;

8. Calls on the Council and the Member States to swiftly expand the list of individuals 
and entities to be sanctioned, including the President of Nicaragua and his inner circle,

9. Reiterates its call for the immediate extradition of Alessio Casimirri to Italy;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of American States, the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly, 
the Central American Parliament, the Lima Group, the Vatican and the Government 
and Parliament of the Republic of Nicaragua;


