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B9-0389/2022

European Parliament resolution on the situation in the Strait of Taiwan
(2022/2822(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its recommendation of 21 October 2021 to the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
on EU-Taiwan political relations and cooperation1,

– having regard to its resolution of 7 June 2022 on the EU and the security challenges in 
the Indo-Pacific2,

– having regard to the joint communication from the Commission and the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 
16 September 2021 on the EU strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 
(JOIN(2021)0024),

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 21 March 2022 entitled ‘A Strategic 
Compass for Security and Defence – For a European Union that protects its citizens, 
values and interests and contributes to international peace and security’ and NATO’s 
2022 Strategic Concept,

– having regard to the speech delivered by the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell at the 
29th Regional Forum of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on 
5 August 2022,

– having regard to the G7 Foreign Ministers’ statement of 3 August 2022 on preserving 
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the EU remains firmly committed to its One-China Policy;

B. whereas in response to the visit of the US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan on 
2 and 3 August 2022, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has seriously escalated its 
long-standing military intimidation of Taiwan, increasing it on an unprecedented scale, 
including the firing of ballistic missiles over Taiwan and the city of Taipei, and almost 
daily fighter jet incursions across the median line of the Taiwan Strait; whereas five 
ballistic missiles fired by the PRC also landed in Japan’s exclusive economic zone for 
the first time; whereas the full-scale military exercises were accompanied by intense 
cyberattacks on the Taiwanese government;

C. whereas in the days following Ms Pelosi’s visit, the PRC has amassed military forces in 
six areas around the island, thereby encircling Taiwan as never before, simulating the 

1 OJ C 184, 5.5.2022, p. 170.
2 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2022)0224.
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steps it might take to seal off the island with a blockade based on effective control of the 
surrounding waters; whereas in yet another act of economic coercion, the PRC has also 
resorted to bans on imports of goods from Taiwan;

D. whereas the median line, established in a decades-old tacit agreement between both 
sides of the Strait of Taiwan, was designed to reduce the risk of conflict between the 
two sides by keeping military aircraft from both sides of the strait at a safe distance so 
as to prevent miscalculations that could lead to potential cross-strait conflict;

E. whereas Chinese military aircraft violated the median line only four times between 1954 
and 2020; whereas the now-routine incursions reflect Beijing’s intent to reset 
benchmarks for aggressive military activity in the Strait, thereby re-defining the status 
quo;

F. whereas in October 2021, Xi Jinping emphasised his aggressive ambition to achieve 
‘reunification of the motherland’ against the will of the people of Taiwan; whereas the 
PRC’s former propaganda of peaceful unification under the ‘one country, two systems’ 
paradigm has lost all credibility; whereas Chinese diplomats even threatened so-called 
‘re-education’ of Taiwanese people after reunification; whereas in the first white paper 
on Taiwan since Xi Jinping came to power, issued in August 2022, the promise that the 
People’s Liberation Army and administrative personnel would not be present in Taiwan 
after reunification, which had been stated in previous positions, was deleted;

G. whereas Taiwan has for a long time been subject to the PRC’s military belligerence and 
grey-zone activities, as well as other forms of provocation, such as spying, cyberattacks 
or talent poaching, which have been gradually increasing to unprecedented levels during 
Xi Jinping’s period in office, already well before Ms Pelosi’s visit; whereas the PRC 
has been behaving aggressively across vast areas of the Indo-Pacific, which has led to 
disputes with neighbours, such as Japan, India, the Philippines and Australia, exerting 
varying degrees of military or economic coercion;

H. whereas Taiwan has in recent months seen numerous visits from lawmakers, including 
those from EU Member States and one Vice-President of Parliament; whereas in this 
light, Ms Pelosi’s trip is not an unacceptable deviation from established protocols, and 
whereas by framing such a visit as the ultimate provocation, Beijing is attempting to 
justify a further increase in its military pressure on Taiwan with a view to changing the 
status quo and overturning established protocols;

I. whereas the EU and Taiwan are like-minded and share common values of freedom, 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law, thereby making Taiwan a strategically 
important partner for the EU in the Indo-Pacific region;

J. whereas Taiwan plays a fundamental role in global supply chains for key cutting-edge 
technologies, such as microchips; whereas Parliament has on numerous occasions called 
on the Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS) to swiftly launch 
a scoping exercise for a bilateral investment agreement with Taiwan;

1. Strongly reiterates the EU’s commitment to the EU’s One-China Policy and to 
maintaining peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait and beyond;
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2. Is extremely concerned at the fact that such an intensification of military drills by the 
PRC increases the risk of miscalculations and accidents;

3. Urges the PRC to immediately stop all actions and intrusions into the Taiwanese air 
defence identification zone and to cease the airspace violations above Taiwan’s outer 
islands, restore the full respect of the Taiwan Strait median line, and stop all other grey-
zone military actions including cyber and disinformation campaigns;

4. Remains resolutely opposed to any unilateral change in the Taiwan Strait and against 
the will of the Taiwanese people and stresses that any attempt by Beijing to subjugate 
Taiwan would come at an extraordinarily high price for the PRC;

5. Considers Taiwan a key partner and democratic ally in the Indo-Pacific and strongly 
supports its democratic path; urges the EEAS and the Member States to deepen EU-
Taiwan relations with a view to shaping a strong political and economic policy of 
deterrence so as to maintain stability and foster a rules-based regional security 
architecture in the Indo-Pacific region; welcomes, therefore, the inclusion of Taiwan 
within the EU’s Indo-Pacific strategy and urges the EEAS and the Commission to 
follow up with concrete implementing actions;

6. Stresses how crucial Taiwan is for the global supply chain in key high-tech sectors, 
notably semiconductors, and calls on the Commission and the EEAS to develop a 
strategy for resilience and to start working without delay on a resilient supply chain 
agreement with Taiwan with a view to addressing respective vulnerabilities in a 
mutually beneficial manner that aims to safeguard Taiwan’s security by strengthening 
its ‘silicon shield’;

7. Calls on the Commission and the EEAS to build on the recent upgrade of the 
EU-Taiwan Trade and Investment Dialogue in order to swiftly launch an impact 
assessment, a public consultation and a scoping exercise on a bilateral investment 
agreement; highlights the potential for cooperation on a screening policy for foreign 
direct investment;

8. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to support Taiwan in the spirit of 
strategic solidarity with democracies by offsetting the negative impact of the PRC’s 
economic coercion and import bans;

9. Expresses its support for the shift in Taiwan’s defence thinking towards a ‘porcupine’ 
strategy that emphasises asymmetric capabilities such as cheaper, lighter and more 
versatile weapons over expensive conventional military equipment; underlines the need 
for closer coordination with like-minded partners to maintain peace and stability in the 
Taiwan Strait; encourages the EEAS and the Member States, and in particular civil 
society, to share best practices and increase cooperation with Taiwanese officials and 
civil society actors on countering interference and disinformation from malign foreign 
actors; recommends posting a liaison officer at the European Economic and Trade 
Office to coordinate joint efforts on tackling disinformation and interference;

10. Calls on the EEAS and the Commission to consider connectivity projects with Pacific 
island states and co-investment partnerships between the EU’s Global Gateway and 
Taiwan’s new southbound policy with a view to fostering relationships and stability in 
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the Indo-Pacific;

11. Calls on the EEAS, the Commission and the Member States to prioritise the creation of 
a common civic space with Taiwan by fostering exchanges with Taiwanese civil society 
and media organisations and underlines its support for concrete actions, such as the 
organisation of an EU-Taiwan parliamentary week in order to foster exchanges with 
Taiwan’s legislative assembly, the Legislative Yuan, and other civic actors; advocates 
for a comprehensive partnership with Taiwan to promote common values such as 
democracy, human rights, the rule of law and good governance, which should also 
include people-to-people contacts, cooperation on a broad range of issues of mutual 
interest and concern, including the abolition of the death penalty, and foster cooperation 
between respective media sectors;

12. Welcomes the fact that some Member States have already upgraded cooperation with 
Taiwan in the area of education and culture and encourages other Member States to 
follow suit; highlights the very strong potential and common interest in intensifying 
cooperation in research and innovation in the area of high-tech and chips;

13. Believes that parliamentary contacts with Taiwan have long been part of the political 
status quo and considers it unacceptable that the PRC is shifting the red lines in this 
respect; strongly welcomes all previous parliamentary visits and contacts with Taiwan 
and encourages further such initiatives to be taken in the future as a strong signal of 
lawmakers’ willingness and ability to rally support for democratic principles, and a 
demonstration of their determination against the use of coercive force;

14. Underlines how Taiwan has proven a very reliable partner in dealing with the many 
challenges of our time and strongly advocates for Taiwan’s meaningful participation as 
an observer in meetings, mechanisms and activities of international bodies, such as the 
World Health Organization, the International Civil Aviation Organization, the 
International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) and the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change;

15. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, and the Governments of Taiwan and the People’s Republic 
of China.


