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European Parliament resolution on the death of Mahsa Amini and the repression of 
women’s rights protesters in Iran
(2022/2849(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Iran, in particular those of 
19 September 20191, 19 December 20192, and of 17 December 20203,

– having regard to the statement by UN experts of 22 September 2022 demanding 
accountability for the death of Mahsa Amini and calling for an end to violence against 
women,

– having regard to the report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran of 11 January 2021,

– having regard to report of the UN Secretary-General of 16 June 2022 on the situation of 
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran,

– having regard to the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran of 18 June 2022,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

– having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966, and to 
Iran’s ratification of it in June 1975,

– having regard to the statement of UN Secretary-General António Guterres of 
27 September 2022,

– having regard to the report of Open Doors of January 2022 entitled ‘Iran: Full Country 
Dossier’ on the situation of religious freedom for Christians in Iran,

– having regard to the Iranian Constitution,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the human rights situation in Iran is increasingly deteriorating, and UN experts 
have expressed alarm at the escalating persecution on the grounds of religion and belief; 
whereas Iran is party to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and the 

1 OJ C 171, 6.5.2021, p. 17.
2 OJ C 255, 29.6.2021, p. 69.
3 OJ C 445, 29.10.2021, p. 121.
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966, both of which protect 
freedom of expression and belief; whereas Iran has refused to sign and ratify the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and 
whereas Iran’s proposal for an Optional Protocol was rejected; whereas the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) is included in the EU and US sanctions lists for 
their involvement in lethal human rights violations;

B. whereas on 13 September 2022, Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish woman, was 
arrested, tortured and beaten by the Iranian security forces – the so-called morality 
police – while in custody, because of allegations that she was wearing immodest clothes 
and breaking hijab-related rules; whereas she was then transferred to the Vozara 
Detention Centre, where she fell into a coma before dying on 16 September 2022; 
whereas the Iranian authorities have maintained that her death was from natural causes; 
whereas a proper investigation has not been conducted; whereas the victim’s father was 
prevented by doctors from seeing her body and the autopsy report; whereas since the 
early days of the Islamic Republic, compulsory veiling has been imposed in Iran; 
whereas there are numerous cases of women being harassed, arrested, imprisoned, 
tortured, flogged and even killed because of religious or ethnic reasons;

C. whereas following the death of Mahsa Amini, mass protests have erupted throughout 
Iran and continue to expand, including in Tehran, Isfahan, Karaj, Mashhad, Rasht, 
Saqqez and Sanandaj, asking for accountability and against the repressive policies of the 
Islamic Republic towards women; whereas authorities have been using excessive and 
disproportional force, extrajudicial executions and torture, leaving people injured and 
causing over 70 deaths; whereas the UN has confirmed that Iranian forces have being 
using live ammunition, birdshot, tear gas and metal pellets against the protesters; 
whereas most injured protesters do not seek hospital treatment for fear of arrest, which 
puts them at risk of infection and other medical complications; whereas children and 
teenagers have been among those arrested and killed;

D. whereas over 40 human rights defenders have been arrested since 18 September 2022, 
and women human rights defenders have been particularly and violently targeted as part 
of these arrests, assaults and raids by the Iranian forces; whereas women human rights 
defenders in Iran are often charged with national security crimes, which are associated 
with long prison sentences; whereas on 21 August 2022, four women human rights 
defenders – Akram Nasirian, Maryam Mohammadi, Nahid Shaghaghi and Esrin 
Derkale – were sentenced to prison for defending women’s rights in Iran;

E. whereas religious persecution continues in Iran; whereas the Iranian Constitution 
recognises only three religious minorities: Christians, Zoroastrians and Jews, excluding 
converts from Islam; whereas approximately 500 000 Christians are thought to be living 
in Iran, representing less than 1 % of the population; whereas the expulsion of religious 
representatives and workers has been ongoing for decades, including the expulsion of 
two nuns from the Congregation of the Daughters of Charity of St Vincent de Paul and 
the confiscation of the Lazarist Fathers’ house in Isfahan; whereas being a practising 
Christian or converting to Christianity comes at the risk of persecution; whereas other 
religious minorities such as the Baha’i or Sufi Yarsanis are also persecuted on the basis 
of belief; whereas Christians suffer from widespread discrimination, for instance, they 
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are not able to adopt children; whereas they are accused of being agents of the West 
with the intent to undermine Islam and Iran’s Islamic regime; whereas being Muslim is 
a requirement for most jobs, especially in the government;

F. whereas the Iranian penal code provides for hudud punishments, mandated by Sharia, 
including amputation, flogging and stoning, and specifies the death sentence for 
proselytising and for attempting, as a non-Muslim, to convert Muslims, as well as 
punishments for those who are non-religious;

G. whereas women are deprived of their freedom and rights in Iran, including freedom of 
attire, and are continually harassed, arrested, imprisoned, tortured, flogged and even 
killed for defying these repressive rules; whereas a movement, known as ‘the Girls of 
Enghelab’ protest, was formed to fight against compulsory veiling in December 2017;

H. whereas disruptions and interference in telecommunications by Iranian security forces 
have further violated freedom of expression and association in Iran; whereas pro-regime 
protesters are also organising riots all over Iran, backed by the regime;

I. whereas the Iranian authorities are targeting journalists, especially those covering the 
death of Mahsa Amini and the major ensuing unrest, for example, Niloufar Hamedi, one 
of the first journalists to write about Amini’s case, is being held in solitary confinement; 
whereas Iran ranks 178th out of 180 countries in the World Press Freedom Index;

J. whereas Iranian authorities continue to cover up the number of citizens killed in the 
November 2019 protests; whereas throughout 2021, security forces dispersed peaceful 
gatherings of people seeking justice and temporarily detained and beat them;

K. whereas on 30 September 2022, nine European nationals from Poland, Sweden, 
Germany, Italy, France and the Netherlands were arrested, according to a statement 
from the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence;

1. Deplores the recent events in Iran, condemns the regime’s brutal reaction and extends 
its condolences to the families of the victims;

2. Strongly condemns the killing of Mahsa Amini while in the custody of the Islamic 
Republic and calls on the Iranian authorities to allow a transparent investigation into the 
events in cooperation with international organisations;

3. Calls on Iranian authorities to immediately stop its brutal repression and use of violence 
against mass protesters, including the use of firearms, to immediately release 
imprisoned peaceful protesters and human rights defenders, and to ensure internet 
access and the free flow of information; 

4. Urges the Iranian authorities to immediately release the nine allegedly arrested 
European nationals;

5. Calls on the UN, particularly its Human Rights Council, to launch without delay a 
comprehensive investigation into the events that have taken place in recent weeks, led 
by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran;
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6. Urges the Iranian authorities to allow a proper, neutral and proof-based investigation 
into the deaths and arrests, to release all non-violent protesters, to provide due process 
to all detainees and to hold all perpetrators of violence accountable;

7. Strongly supports the aspirations of the Iranian people who want to live in a free, stable, 
inclusive and democratic country that respects its national and international 
commitments on human rights and fundamental freedoms; reiterates its full support for 
all Iranian women and human rights defenders who continue to defend human rights 
despite the difficulties and personal repercussions they face; strongly condemns Iranian 
persecution of women and their lack of ability to exercise basic rights and freedoms, 
including those enshrined in international treaties to which Iran is party; calls on Iran to 
respect the freedom of expression and belief of all people living in Iran, especially 
women and girls, who are notably repressed; deplores that women are obliged to wear a 
veil against their will, under fear of violent reprisals or even death; 

8. Calls on the Commission and the European External Action Service to establish due 
diligence mechanisms and rules ensuring that EU communication channels do not 
promote or uphold the ‘mandatory veiling’ policy or any other discriminatory policy, 
but do promote the freedom of expression and belief for all women and men in Iran;

9. Expresses its dismay and deep concern that the Commission may have directly or 
indirectly financed or co-financed campaigns trivialising the wearing of the Islamic veil, 
in particular for children; notes that the Commission recently withdrew a visual 
communication of this type; stresses that the EU institutions should not finance or co-
finance any future campaign that may promote the Islamic hijab or put pressure of any 
kind on Muslim women and girls such that they feel obliged to wear it; calls for the EU 
and the Member States to refrain from slogans such as the one from the ‘WE CAN for 
human rights speech’ campaign of the Council of Europe, co-financed by the 
Commission, that stated ‘beauty is in diversity as freedom is in hijab’, which may 
enhance the pressure on girls and women to wear the veil;

10. Urges Iranian authorities to respect the fundamental rights and freedoms of ethnic and 
religious minorities, such as their freedom to convert to another religion, their freedom 
of conscience and their freedom to exercise their full rights on an equal basis with all 
other citizens;

11. Urges Iran to implement various global human rights provisions concerning prisoners, 
so as to respect dignity and human life; deeply regrets the lack of progress made in the 
cases regarding EU-Iranian dual nationals detained in Iran, including Ahmadreza 
Djalali, who has been sentenced to death on spurious espionage charges;

12. Deplores the systematic use of torture in Iranian prisons and calls for the immediate 
cessation of all forms of torture and ill-treatment of all detainees; condemns the practice 
of denying detainees access to phone calls and family visits; expresses grave concerns 
about detainees’ inability to access legal representation during interrogations;

13. Reiterates its calls on Iran to accept requests for visits from representatives of 
international organisations, for instance, the UN Human Rights Council;
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14. Calls on Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell, the European External Action 
Service and other EU leaders to publicly denounce the repression against women, 
human rights defenders and ethnic and religious minorities in the context of the current 
Iranian protests, but also as regards everyday life in Iran; calls for further support for 
civil society organisations and human rights defenders in Iran;

15. Is alarmed by Iran’s continued use of the death penalty; reiterates its strong opposition 
to the death penalty in all circumstances and stresses that no moral, legal or religious 
justification may be used; reiterates its call on Iran to introduce an immediate 
moratorium on the use of the death penalty as a step towards abolishing it;

16. Calls for targeted measures to be implemented, using either the current EU restrictive 
measures against Iran related to violations of human rights or the EU Global Human 
Rights Sanctions Regime, against Iranian officials who have committed serious human 
rights violations, such as arbitrary detentions, including of dual and foreign nationals, 
violence, torture, executions and restricting telecommunications;

17. Reiterates that sanctions against the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps leadership must 
not be lifted; calls for the EU to list the IRGC as a terrorist entity, following the 
example of the US and others;

18. Calls on the Commission to work to establish an international accountability mechanism 
for Iran, modelled on the International Accountability Platform for Belarus, which the 
EU was instrumental in helping to establish;

19. Encourages strong coordination among EU embassies accredited in Tehran; urges all 
Member States with a diplomatic presence in Tehran to use the mechanisms envisaged 
in the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders to support and protect these 
individuals, in particular women’s rights defenders and EU dual nationals, including 
through public statements, the monitoring of trials and prison visits;

20. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
European External Action Service, the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments 
and parliaments of the Member States, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Members of the Iranian Majlis 
and the family of Mahsa Amini. 


