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European Parliament resolution on The case of human rights defender Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja in Bahrain
(2022/2994(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on Bahrain,

- having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948,

- having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966, 

- having regard to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment of 1984,

- having regard to the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders of 1998,

- having regard to the Arab Charter on Human Rights,

- having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja is a Bahraini and Danish citizen and an  
internationally recognised human rights defender, co-founder of both the Gulf Centre for 
Human Rights and the Bahrain Centre for Human Rights and winner of the Martin Ennals 
Award 2021; whereas Al-Khawaja is currently in his twelfth year of imprisonment serving a 
life sentence on fabricated charges of ‘financing and participating in terrorism to overthrow the 
government and spying for a foreign country’ for leading peaceful protests during the 2011 
popular uprising in Bahrain; whereas he was sentenced in an unfair trial that did not comply 
with Bahraini criminal law or international fair trial standards;

B. whereas in 2012, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention concluded that Al-Khawaja’s 
detention had been arbitrary, and called for his release; whereas the UN Special Rapporteur on 
human rights defenders, Mary Lawlor, has repeatedly called for his release too;

C. whereas Al-Khawaja faces new criminal charges; whereas the first charges concern breaking a 
plastic chair and “verbally insulting” a prison officer for being denied phone calls to his 
daughters (November 2021); whereas the second charge, for allegedly insulting a foreign state 
and a public servant, relates to when Al-Khawaja chanted his opposition to the normalisation 
of relations between Bahrain and Israel and his solidarity with the Palestinians, and refused to 
engage with a prison guard, an alleged torturer of one of his cellmates (March 2022); whereas 
the third is a charge of incitement to overthrow, or change, the regime, and relates to when Al-
Khawaja chanted “Down with the Interior Minister” after being subjected to inhumane 
treatment by prison authorities (July 2022);

D. whereas on 3 November 2022, his trial began in his absence; whereas an officer attempted to 
pressure and threaten him into recording a video stating that he was refusing to attend the 
hearing, which he refused to do; whereas on 28 November 2022, the Second Lower Criminal 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/22/denmark/bahrain-free-imprisoned-rights-defender
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Court in Bahrain upheld two criminal charges against Al-Khawaja in his absence, and he was 
not facilitated to grant his lawyer power of attorney prior to the hearing, in violation of the 
defender’s right to a fair trial and counsel;

E. whereas during his violent detention, Al-Khawaja was subjected to torture and his jaw was 
fractured; whereas, at the Bahrain Defence Force Hospital, security personnel threatened him 
with sexual assault and execution, and also made threats towards his wife and daughters; 
whereas, in addition to facing unfair prison regulations and various forms of reprisals, Al-
Khawaja was subjected to further physical, psychological and sexual torture in detention; 
whereas, as a result, Al-Khawaja suffers from several health complications, including extreme 
back pain and impaired vision, and is in need of urgent medical attention; whereas the multiple 
hunger strikes that Al-Khawaja has carried out to protest against his mistreatment have 
aggravated his state of health; whereas the prison authorities have been denying him adequate 
medical treatment;

F. whereas this case is embedded in a wider context of recurrent human rights violations and 
repression against the opposition to the regime, which has been steadily worsening since the 
crackdown on mobilisations in 2011 and the invasion of the country by Saudi Arabia; whereas 
human rights violations include the oppression of women and the exploitation of migrant 
workers, as well as the application of the death penalty, arrests, prosecutions, torture, revocation 
of citizenship and harassment of human rights defenders, opposition leaders, trade unionists, 
journalists, lawyers and protestors, including children;

G. whereas Bahrain has participated in Yemen military operations as part of the Saudi Arabia-led 
coalition, which is responsible for potential war crimes; whereas despite recurring violence by 
the Bahraini authorities, some EU Member States, as well as United kingdom and United States, 
continue to sign arms contracts and military cooperation agreements with the country; whereas 
Bahrain’s geopolitical importance stems from its location between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and 
from the fact that it hosts US Navy Fifth Fleet and a United Kingdom base;

1. Calls on the Bahraini authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Abdhulhadi Al-
Khawaja and drop all charges against him; in the meantime, calls on the Bahraini authorities to 
ensure that he is granted, without delay, unrestricted access to adequate and timely medical 
care, and that he is protected from further torture; calls on the Bahraini authorities to allow Al-
Khawaja proper contact with his family, return all confiscated belongings and recognise his 
right to peaceful protest;

2. Deplores the continued use of torture by Bahraini authorities; demands the Bahraini authorities 
to abide by their obligations under the UN Convention against Torture and to end the use of 
torture and other ill-treatment, as well as the use of any statement made as a result of torture as 
evidence in any proceedings; calls on the Bahraini authorities to tackle the culture of impunity 
by investigating all torture allegations, holding perpetrators accountable and ensuring effective 
mechanisms for victims to receive justice and restitution, including in the case of Al-Khawaja; 
calls for the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture (OPCAT) 
aiming at a system of regular visits undertaken by independent international and national bodies 
to places where people are deprived of their liberty;

3. Deplores the lifting of the de facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty and all death 
sentences; reaffirms its strong opposition to the death penalty; calls for the moratorium on the 



PE738.887v01-00 4/5 RE\P9_B(2022)0558_EN.docx

EN

death penalty to be reintroduced as a first step towards its abolition; pending the moratorium, 
urges Bahraini authorities to commute the death sentences for all individuals; calls for the 
ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty;

4. Condemns the continuing severe repression of civic and political space in Bahrain; urges the 
unconditional and immediate release of all prisoners of conscience; stresses that the fight 
against terrorism must in no way, serve as a pretext to restrict individual freedoms and 
fundamental rights or to repress political opponents; condemns that the elections held in 
November 2022 took place in a context of fear and intimidation, without credible political 
opposition or independent media; calls on the Bahraini authorities to create and maintain, in 
law and in practice, a safe and secure environment for opposition parties, civil society groups, 
independent media and protesters, enabling them to carry out their legitimate and useful work 
without undue interference and without fear of reprisals;

5. Calls on the Bahraini authorities to review the independence and effectiveness of internal bodies 
monitoring governmental abuses; calls on the Government of Bahrain to fully cooperate with 
UN bodies, and to ensure that the UN Special Rapporteurs on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, on Human Rights Defenders, on Freedom of 
Expression and on Freedom of Assembly are allowed to enter the country; 

6. Notes with concern that Denmark has upheld a positive image of good relations with Bahrain 
for the past 12 years and believes this to be counterproductive to efforts to ensure the release of 
its own citizen, Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja; urges the Danish Government to strengthen their 
efforts to secure his release and repatriate him to Denmark for medical treatment; calls on 
Denmark consider its trade and security relations with Bahrain if Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja is not 
released;

7. Calls on the EU to make every diplomatic effort to repatriate Al-Khawaja to the EU; in the 
meantime, calls on the EU Delegation in Riyadh to attend Al-Khawaja’s hearings, and to 
explicitly request to meet with him and other human rights defenders in prisons, including Naji 
Fateel and Dr. Abduljalil Al-Singace; calls on the HRVP, the EEAS, the Council and Member 
States to systematically raise concerns about human rights violations in Bahrain, both at the UN 
Human Rights Council and bilaterally, including in the EU-Bahrain cooperation agreement; 
strongly affirms that the agreement should not be implemented in such a way that business 
interests are advanced at the expense of human rights; notes that the EU and Bahrain held their 
6th Human Rights Dialogue last October (2022); regrets that several rounds of the bilateral 
human rights dialogue with Bahrain have proven incapable of producing meaningful results; 
calls on the EEAS to ensure that such Dialogues are geared to concrete deliverables and 
commitments;

8. Strongly denounces the arms and military cooperation agreements signed by some Member 
States, United Kingdom and United States and countries in the region; calls for a European 
arms embargo against Bahrain, particularly in view of the internal repression and the 
seriousness of war crimes and violations of humanitarian law committed by the Coalition, of 
which Bahrain is a part, in Yemen; calls on the European Union and its Member States to ensure 
that no jobs will be lost as a result of the implementation of this embargo;
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9. Regrets the palpable reluctance by the EU and its Member States to respond in a resolute 
manner to the egregious human rights violations committed in Bahrain; demands that the 
geopolitical importance of Bahrain does not condition the condemnation of the regression of 
human rights in Bahrain;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Vice-
President of the European Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, the EU Special 
Representative for Human Rights, the Government and the Parliament of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, the members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and the UN Human Rights 
Council.


