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European Parliament resolution on  the case of human rights defender Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja in Bahrain
(2022/2994(RSP))

The European Parliament,

  having regard to its previous resolutions on Bahrain,

 having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

 having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas relations between the EU and Bahrain are based on the mutual interest for 
regional stability and security, as well as for economic and political cooperation; 
whereas the responsible EU Delegation has developed a wide network of interlocutors 
within the Bahraini government and society; whereas counter terrorism and security 
relations with Bahrain and the Gulf countries are priorities for the EU;

B. whereas the cooperation between the European External Action Service and Bahrain’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs is based on the Cooperation Arrangement of 2021;

C. whereas Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja is a political opponent and was a member of the Iran-
based “Islamic Front for the Liberation of Bahrain (IFLB)” until 1989; whereas the 
IFLB was a terrorist group that tried to overthrow the then Khalifa rulers with terrorist 
means; whereas in his Danish exile he founded the Bahrain Centre for Human 
Rights  (BCHR), which was dubbed in 2006 by researchers as “the most radical 
opposition group in Bahrain”;

D. whereas  Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja   is serving a life sentence in prison on charges of 
‘financing and participating in terrorism to overthrow the government and spying for a 
foreign country’; 

E. whereas Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja has been charged of breaking a chair and insulting a 
public servant; whereas the public servant filed a complaint against Abdulhadi Al 
Khawaja, that the court had to consider;

1. Welcomes the relations between the EU and Bahrain and the Cooperation Arrangement, 
which provides an institutional framework for political dialogue and cooperation in 
areas such as trade, research and innovation and clean energy and renewables;

2. Calls on the Bahraini authorities to guarantee a fair process for political opponents; 

3. Calls on the Bahraini authorities to ensure that political opponents receive medical 
treatment;

4. Calls on the EU Delegation to attend future hearings of Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja; 
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5. Welcomes the adoption of The National Human Rights Plan 2022-2026; expresses its 
support for reforms on human rights; stresses that during the sixth Human Rights 
Dialogue in Manama, the EU and in Bahrain agreed to continue an open and 
constructive dialogue to jointly address the challenges with regard to human rights, 
while exchanging experiences and best practices;

6. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, the Government and Parliament of the Kingdom of Bahrain.


