
RE\P9_B(2022)0572_EN.docx PE738.901v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Plenary sitting

B9-0572/2022

13.12.2022

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION
with request for inclusion in the agenda for a debate on cases of breaches of 
human rights, democracy and the rule of law

pursuant to Rule 144 of the Rules of Procedure

on Chinese government crackdown on the peaceful protests across the 
People's Republic of China
(2022/2992(RSP))

Pedro Marques, Isabel Santos, Thijs Reuten, René Repasi, Raphaël 
Glucksmann, Carina Ohlsson
on behalf of the S&D Group



PE738.901v01-00 2/6 RE\P9_B(2022)0572_EN.docx

EN

B9-0572/2022

European Parliament resolution on Chinese government crackdown on the peaceful 
protests across the People's Republic of China
(2022/2992(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on China, including its resolutions on the human 
rights situation in Xinjiang, including the Xinjiang police files, on the crackdown on the 
democratic opposition in Hong Kong and on the violations of fundamental freedoms in 
Hong Kong,

– having regard to the visit of the President of the European Council in China on 
1 December 2022 and his remarks following the meeting with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping,

– having regard to the EU-China Summit held on 1 April 2022,

– having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) of 16 December 1966, 

– having regard to the concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee 
on Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China and Macao Special 
Administrative Region of China on their implementation of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, issued on 27 July 2022, and Sino-British Joint 
Declaration of 1984, and the Sino-Portuguese Joint Declaration of 1987, 

– having regard to the Article 35 of the Constitution of the People's Republic of China which 
stipulates that citizens of the People’s Republic of China shall enjoy freedom of speech, 
the press, assembly, association, procession and demonstration,

– having regard to the joint communication from the Commission and the VP/HR of 
12 March 2019 entitled ‘EU-China – A strategic outlook’ (JOIN(2019)0005),

– having regard to the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024 and to 
the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders,

– having regard to the OHCHR report on Xinjiang issued on 31 August 2022,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) of 
10 December 1948,

– having regard to Rules 144(5) and 132(4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the promotion of and respect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law 
should remain at the centre of the long-standing relationship between the EU and China 
in line with the EU’s commitment to uphold these values in its external actions and 
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China’s expressed interest in adhering to them in its own development and international 
cooperation;

B. whereas protests erupted in late October 2022 at the Foxconn IPhone factory in 
Zhengzhou, which was under full lockdown; whereas most Foxconn workers work under 
severe conditions;

C. whereas protests in the city of Urumqi, capital of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region, and elsewhere in China have sparked after a fire in an apartment building killed 
10 people of Uyghur ethnicity; whereas social media posts reported restrictions in the 
capital of the Xinjiang region under severe lockdown since August 2022 preventing 
rescue efforts and the ability of residents to escape the fire in the apartment; 

D. whereas the social media such as Weibo or WeChat played an active and instrumental 
role regarding the spread of the contests across the country; whereas the Chinese 
authorities undertook pressure to censor the social media; whereas the same authorities 
manipulated the broadcasting of the football games of the World Cup in Qatar (by not 
showing the “un-masked” audience); whereas China’s illegal mass surveillance and 
monitoring of its citizens has increasingly expanded, including in Tibet, where the 
Chinese police is reported to have gathered between 920,000 to 1,2 million DNA samples;

E. whereas the unprecedented anger at the China’s zero-Covid policy spilled over into a 
wave of nationwide discontent over the CCP’s increasing repression and censorship 
throughout the country; whereas the residents of major cities such as Shanghai, Beijing, 
Guangdong or Wuhan took to the streets and peacefully called for the easing of lockdown 
measures; whereas the protests also escalated into direct criticism of President Xi Jinping 
and the Chinese Communist Party;

F. whereas these protests showed an interethnic solidarity with the persecuted Uyghur 
population of China; whereas the PRC’s human rights abuses against the Uyghur 
population represent a serious indication of a possible genocide; 

G. whereas women have been at the forefront of these protests; whereas women’s rights in 
China have been deteriorating in the past years; whereas studies have shown that 
lockdowns increase the risk of gender-based domestic violence;

H. whereas the Chinese authorities have repressed the peaceful protests, by arresting 
protesters and by censoring the use of social media; whereas crackdown also targeted 
virtual private networks used by protesters to access banned non-Chinese news and social 
media applications; whereas protestors used blank sheets of paper in their demonstrations 
to highlight their lack of freedom of expression;   

I. whereas journalists were assaulted and detained for several hours; whereas the police 
mistreated these journalists during their custody:

J. whereas the Chinese authorities, under the nationwide pressure of its population, 
announced to renounce key parts of its zero-Covid strategy, including forced centralised 
quarantine, certain travel restrictions, and the most stringent testing requirements; 

K. whereas Charles Michel, the President of the European Council, raised the issue of human 
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rights, fundamental freedoms and the rights of minorities during his meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on 1 December 2022; whereas he welcomed the Chinese readiness 
to resume the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue; whereas he stated at this occasion that 
the right of peaceful assembly is a fundamental right enshrined both in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and in national constitutions; whereas the liberties 
enshrined in the article 35 of the of the Constitution of the People's Republic of China are 
constantly violated;

L. whereas 49 international organisations issued a joint statement on 7 December 2022 
calling the Chinese authorities to respect the freedoms of expression, press and assembly 
in China and to stop violent crackdown and arrests of peaceful protesters;

1. Strongly condemns the Chinese government-led crackdown on the peaceful protests and 
the persecution of the peaceful protesters across the People's Republic of China; reiterates 
its solidarity with the people of the People’s Republic of China in their fight for respect 
of their freedoms, universal human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy, 
including the rights of minorities, and the right of peaceful assembly and commends the 
bravery of those calling for systemic change; expresses its solidarity with the worker 
protests at the Zhengzhou Foxconn production facility; 

2. Urges the Chinese authorities to refrain from preventing its citizens to peacefully protest; 
calls on them to ensure the liberties of assembly and freedom of expression enshrined in 
the article 35 of the of the Constitution of the People's Republic of China are respected; 
further calls on the authorities to abide by their international commitments, including the 
respect of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948, on which 
China is signatory;

3. Calls on the Chinese authorities to respect the Sino-British Joint Declaration and the Sino-
Portuguese Joint Declaration  calls on the Hong Kong and the Macao authorities to 
immediately refrain from making further use of their national security laws to suppress 
the rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association;

4. Calls on for the immediate and unconditional release of the protesters still under custody 
and for all charges against the protesters to be dropped; urges the PRC authorities to 
immediately disclose the whereabouts of detained protestors who remain missing; calls 
on the Chinese authorities to ensure the physical and psychological safety and wellbeing 
of all those currently deprived of liberty on grounds related to the recent protests, and 
guarantee their rights;

5. Urges the EU and the Member States to provide protection and support to human rights 
and democracy activists in China, notably by reaching out to the local and national 
authorities, applying in full the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders and other 
relevant EU policies, including the new EU Action Plan on Human Rights and 
Democracy; calls on the Council and the Commission to publicly condemn the crackdown 
on peaceful protests, harassment of human rights defenders who provide support to 
protesters in each of their engagements with the Chinese authorities, including high-
profile visits; calls on the EU and other international organizations, including the UN 
Special Procedures, to monitor the protests and raise cases related to them with the 
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Chinese authorities;

6. Strongly condemns the arrests of journalists covering these protests; recalls that the 
freedom of the press is a fundamental principle and an essential pillar to any democracy; 
calls on China to ensure that all journalists can conduct their work freely and without 
impediments or fear of reprisals,; stresses that the freedom of the press and media should 
be ensured; condemns the systematic intimidation, obstruction, and expulsion of foreign 
journalists critical of PRC and CCP leadership; 

7. Calls for independent, impartial, effective and prompt investigations into the use of force 
by the Chinese police against protesters and journalists; stresses the importance for the 
EU to monitor the detention of peaceful protesters and attend any trials of those 
prosecuted for exercising their right to freedom of peaceful assembly and expression;

8. Strongly condemns the extensive use of mass surveillance and the current censorship on 
the social networks; urges the Chinese authorities to put an end to these violation of 
fundamental rights to privacy and freedom of expression, and to the information 
manipulation on social networks; further calls on the authorities to ensure Chinese 
citizens enjoy their right to free and an open internet access; invites the EU to use its 
social media and other platforms to share their concerns about the Chinese government's 
responses to the protests;

9. Reiterates its call for the EU and the Member States to check whether entities operating 
in the EU internal market are directly or indirectly involved in creating mass surveillance 
systems in China;

10. Notes that the Chinese citizens were peacefully protesting across the country against the 
restrictive zero-Covid policy; further notes criticism of the authoritarian regime of Xi 
Jinping appeared during these protests only a month after Xi Jinping secured an 
unprecedented third term as the Chinese Communist Party's leader; calls on the EU 
Delegation in Beijing and the Member States Embassies to closely monitor any initiatives 
by the authorities to undertake retributive action, including under the guidelines of the 
Ministry of Public Security issued on 12 October 2022, towards peaceful protestors and 
their family members for exercising their right to freedom of expression; denounces the 
authorities’ imposition of enforced confessions, on occasion videotaped for 
propagandistic purposes;

11. Shares its concerns regarding the recent revelations regarding the presence of Chinese 
overseas police service stations in numerous EU Member States and globally; calls on the 
European Commission, the Council and the national law enforcement agencies to ensure 
as a matter of urgency a good coordination to shed light on these practices, take 
appropriate actions, and close down all Chinese overseas police service stations; calls on 
the EU and the Member States, in coordination with like-minded partners, to identify and 
end any avenues facilitating the PRC’s campaigns of transnational repression, in 
particular towards members of the diaspora;

12. Reiterates its call on those Member States which have not yet done so to suspend their 
extradition treaties with the People's Republic of China, to prevent the extradition of, for 
example, Uyghurs, citizens of Hong Kong, Macau, Tibetans or Chinese dissidents in 
Europe to stand political trial in the People's Republic of China; denounces the PRC 
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authorities’ misuse of INTERPOL Red Notices for political purposes; urges INTERPOL 
member countries to refrain from compliance with PRC extradition requests until the PRC 
legal system is, both in legislation and in practice, brought in line with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights;  

13. Takes note of the remarks by the President of the European Council Charles Michel, after 
his visit in Beijing on 1 December 2022; urges the President of the European Council and 
the President of the European Commission to undertake urgent actions to materialise the 
resumption of the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue; urges the EU and its member states 
to continue raising human rights issues in all contacts with their Chinese counterparts, 
especially at high political level;

14. Further takes note that the President of the European Council also raised the situation of 
minorities in China and notably discussed the situation in Xinjiang with President Xi 
Jinping; calls on the Chinese and local authorities to put an end to the repression of 
Uyghurs and recalls that the Uyghurs in the region have been subjected to intense 
surveillance, forced labour, involuntary sterilisations and birth prevention measures, 
among other rights abuses, which amount to crimes again humanity and represent a 
serious risk of genocide; welcomes in this regard the European Commission proposal to 
ban products made with forced labour from entering the EU market;

15. Reiterates its condemnation in the strongest possible terms against the baseless and 
arbitrary sanctions imposed by the Chinese authorities against Members of the European 
Parliament; urges the Chinese authorities to lift these unjustified sanctions; stands in full 
solidarity with the Members of this Parliament, with its Subcommittee on Human Rights, 
and with all other individuals and entities affected by the Chinese sanctions, namely the 
Political and Security Committee of the Council of the European Union, the members of 
the national parliaments, the Swedish and German academics, and the think tanks in 
Germany and Denmark; expresses full solidarity with MPs from non-EU countries that 
have also been targeted by sanctions, such as in the UK, Canada, the US and Australia;

16. Welcomes the continuation of the established bilateral EU-US Dialogue on China, in 
particular the statement that ‘the United States and European Union have never been more 
aligned on our strategic outlooks’; calls for enhanced coordination with international 
partners, including the US administration, with regard to all aspects of relations with 
China; insists that human rights feature prominently on the agenda of the EU-US 
Dialogues; 

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Vice-
President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, the Government and Parliament of the People’s Republic of China.


