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European Parliament resolution on the situation of the former President of Georgia 
Mikheil Saakashvili
(2023/2543(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions and reports on Georgia,

– having regard to Georgia’s pending application to join the EU,

– having regard to the Association Agreement between the European Union and the 
European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States, of the one part, and 
Georgia, of the other part1, which fully entered into force on 1 July 2016,

– having regard to Ukrainian Parliament’s resolution calling for the immediate release of 
Mikheil Saakashvili,

– having regard to a toxicology report of 28 November 2022 by Dr David E. Smith, M.D. 
& Associates,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas former President Mikheil Saakashvili was imprisoned in October 2021, having 
earlier been convicted in absentia of committing abuses of power while in office; 
whereas his arrest was widely seen as political revenge by Georgia’s sole oligarch, 
Bidzina Ivanishvili;

B. whereas a decade ago, after losing the election, the third president of Georgia peacefully 
transferred power to the Georgian Dream party; whereas since that time, there have 
been many examples of political revenge being taken against members of the current 
opposition, the most blatant of which being Mikheil Saakashvili’s continued detention, 
which is proof of the ongoing subservience of the judiciary to the governing party;

C. whereas since the arrest of Mikheil Saakashvili, evidence has repeatedly emerged of his 
serious mistreatment in prison;

D. whereas a toxicology report by Dr David E. Smith, M.D. & Associates in late 2022 
concluded that the testing of hair and nail samples from Mikheil Saakashvili had 
revealed the presence of heavy metals and other agents, including mercury and arsenic, 
and that many of the pathological symptoms displayed by Mikheil Saakashvili are the 
result of heavy metal poisoning, contributing to his rapidly declining health;

E. whereas a recent medical report published by the Georgian Penitentiary Service makes 
it clear that Mr Saakashvili has debilitating medical conditions which threaten his life 

1 OJ L 261, 30.8.2014, p. 4.
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and which are not responding to the treatment he is receiving;

F. whereas EU heads of state and other prominent members of the international 
community, including Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Moldovan 
President Maia Sandu, have called for the immediate release of former President 
Saakashvili; whereas Mikheil Saakashvili is a citizen of Ukraine, and whereas his 
experience could allow him to play an important role in defending the country against 
the Russian war of aggression;

G. whereas the Georgian authorities have declined numerous requests by Members of the 
European Parliament, other international experts and even the Georgian Ombudsman to 
visit Mikheil Saakashvili in prison;

H. whereas the Polish authorities have offered medical treatment for former President 
Saakashvili in Poland, but the offer has so far been declined by the Georgian Dream 
government;

I. whereas on 6 February 2023, a Georgian court rejected an appeal to release former 
President Saakashvili from prison on health grounds;

J. whereas Saakashvili’s key role in bringing Georgia onto its transatlantic path and 
towards the West made him a personal enemy of President Putin, who made repeated 
threats against the former president of Georgia;

1. Reiterates its calls on the Georgian authorities to release former President Mikheil 
Saakashvili on humanitarian grounds and to allow him to receive proper medical 
treatment abroad in accordance with Article 283 of the Criminal Procedure Code of 
Georgia;

2. Expresses its grave concerns regarding the toxicology report which concluded that 
many of the pathological symptoms displayed by Mikheil Saakashvili are the result of 
heavy metal poisoning, contributing to his rapidly declining health;

3. Underlines that the Georgian Government bears full responsibility for the health and 
well-being of the former president and must be held accountable should anything 
happen to him; reiterates its call on Georgian President Salome Zourabishvili to use her 
constitutional prerogatives to resolve this issue;

4. Considers the situation of Mikheil Saakashvili and the actions of the Georgian 
authorities as a litmus test for their dedication to European values and their desire to be 
granted EU candidate status and, ultimately, to join the EU;

5. Underlines that in the already extremely polarised political climate, the continuing 
detention of Mikheil Saakashvili only deepens the rift between the government and the 
opposition and plays into the hands of Russia, which is seeking to increase its influence 
in the country;

6. Deplores the personal role played by Georgia’s sole oligarch Bidzina Ivanishvili in 
Mikheil Saakashvili’s detention and worsening health situation; reiterates its call on the 
Council and the EU’s democratic partners to consider imposing personal sanctions on 
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Ivanishvili for his role in the deterioration of the political process in Georgia;

7. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, the Council, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member 
States, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
and the President, Government and Parliament of Georgia.


