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European Parliament resolution on upholding the fundamental right to protest and 
strictly regulating the legitimate use of law enforcement

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union,

– having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,

– having regard to Rule 143 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the Member States are legally obliged to guarantee the right to protest;

B. whereas the force used during the pension reform protests in France and the peaceful 
rallies in Greece was disproportionate;

C. whereas the tactics used to suppress protests are widespread, dangerous and often 
illegal, such as arbitrary arrests, the use of tear gas, rubber bullets and sting-ball 
grenades;

1. Expresses, alongside the Human Rights Defender and the UN Special Rapporteur, its 
deep concern about the police brutality it has witnessed and the arbitrary arrests of 
demonstrators and journalists;

2. Condemns the many serious violations of the right to protest in several European 
countries, including France, and the repercussions of these violations on the rule of law 
and democracy in the Union;

3. Calls solemnly on the governments concerned, in particular France, to uphold the right 
to protest and respect the rule of law; Urges the majority of Member States to adopt 
policing methods based on avoidance of violence and on de-escalation;

4. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
Member States.


