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B9-0208/2023

European Parliament resolution on the crackdown on the right to education and 
education rights activists in Afghanistan, including the case of Matiullah Wesa
(2023/2648(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on Afghanistan,

- having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1966, which 
Afghanistan ratified in 1983,

- having regard to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Afghanistan ratified 
in 1994,

- having regard to the Convention against Discrimination in Education of 1960,

- having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas the education activist Matiullah Wesa was arbitrarily arrested by the Taliban’s 
General Directorate of Intelligence on 27 March 2023, while returning from evening 
prayer at the mosque;

B. Whereas accused of illegal activities, Matiullah Wesa has not been provided access to 
his family, nor has he been granted any avenue to challenge the legality of his detention;

C. Whereas women and girls have faced growing restrictions to their fundamental rights 
and gender-based persecution since the Taliban takeover, especially concerning their 
education, freedom of movement, and right to work; whereas women have been 
virtually erased from all areas of public life;

1. Expresses its deepest concern regarding the arbitrary arrest of the education activist 
Matiullah Wesa, along with several of his family members, and condemns the continued 
arbitrary detentions, torture, and violence against human rights defenders, activists and 
especially women’s rights defenders;

2. Calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all those imprisoned for exercising 
their fundamental rights and for all charges against them to be dropped;

3. Recalls that Afghanistan’s de-facto authorities bear full responsibility for women’s and 
girls’ fundamental right to education and recalls that depriving them of education will 
have a devastating impact on the future of the country;

4. Express grave concerns over the systematic discrimination of women and girls, and 
gender-based persecution, in particular regarding policies barring women from 
education, and from working, such as the prevention of women from working at 
nongovernmental organization and at the U.N. mission to Afghanistan;
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5. Urges the Afghan authorities to comply with the Convention against Discrimination in 
Education by allowing girls to attend school and highlights the need to provide 
education to all Afghans in accordance with international standards to prevent terrorism, 
violent extremism, and religious intolerance;

6. Stresses that the EU will continue to adhere to the 5 guiding principles adopted in 2021 
for engagement with the de facto authorities of Afghanistan;

7. Calls on the EU and its Member States to support the Afghan civil society in their efforts 
to provide alternative education opportunities especially through online and 
community-based programs to meet the needs of girls who have lost two years of 
education; reiterates its call to the EU to support the establishment of an Afghanistan 
Online University;

8. Calls on the EU Commission and Member States to support the report of the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan and commit to renew and 
strengthen his mandate; 

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
national parliaments of the Member States and the UN.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5284-situation-human-rights-afghanistan-report-special-rapporteur

