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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on latest attacks against women, women's 
rights defenders in Iran, and the arbitrary detention of EU nationals
(2023/2979(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Rules 144(5) and 132(4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas brave women, girls and women’s rights defenders in Iran continue fighting for 
the end of the systemic discrimination;

B. whereas Nasrin Sotoudeh, the winner of the 2012 Sakharov Prize, was arrested and 
beaten after the funeral of Armita Geravand, a 16-year-old girl who was fatally injured 
after not respecting the degrading compulsory veiling laws; whereas she was released 
on 15 November 2023;

C. whereas Narges Mohammadi, a jailed Iranian women's rights advocate, has won the 
2023 Nobel Peace Prize for her struggle against the oppression of women in Iran; 
whereas she was unlawfully sentenced to 31 years in prison and 154 lashes; whereas 
this year’s Nobel Peace and Sakharov Prizes  pay tribute to the brave Iranian people; 

D. whereas Johan Floderius, a Swedish citizen and EU Official, has been imprisoned in 
Iran for more than 500 days; whereas Mr Floderius is the last example of the Iran’s 
hostage diplomacy; 

1. Pays tribute and strongly supports the Iranian women, girls and human rights defenders 
who keep on fighting for their rights despite the personal repercussions they face;

2. Urges the Iranian authorities to immediately end and abolish all discriminations against 
women and girls, including the mandatory veiling; urges the authorities to rescind the 
Iranian draft bill “to support the family by promoting the culture of chastity and the 
Hijab”; 

3. Strongly condemns the arbitrary detention of Narges Mohammadi; calls on the 
authorities to immediately and unconditionally release her; strongly condemns Iran’s 
practice of arbitrary detention, withholding necessary medical treatment, police 
violence, torture, and death sentence against Iranian people;

4. Reiterates its calls to the EEAS and EU Member States to support the laureates of the 
Sakharov and Nobel Prizes, by establishing an EU task force and by increasing 
technical support to HR Defenders, in particular in this context to Iranian Human Rights 
Defenders, and urges them to facilitate the issuance of visas and asylum and emergency 
grants to those in need, particularly women and girls;

5. Condemns the Iran’s hostage diplomacy against EU and dual EU-Iranian nationals and 
the lack of access to consular support in violation of international law; calls on Iran to 
immediately and unconditionally release Johan Floderius, Louis Arnaud, Ahmadreza 



RE\P9_B(2023)0479_EN.docx 3/3 PE756.651v01-00

EN

Djalali, Nahid Taghavi, Kamran Ghaderi, Jamshid Sharmahd and Massoud Mossaheb, 
drop all charges and lift all travel restrictions; 

6. Calls on the EU member states to hold Iranian officials accountable for their crimes 
under international law; reiterates its call on the Member States to designate the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps as a terrorist organisation and to expand the EU sanctions 
list to all those responsible for human rights violations in Iran, including Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei, President Ebrahim Raisi and Prosecutor-General Mohammad 
Jafar Montazeri;

7. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
VP/HR, the Islamic Consultative Assembly, and the Office of the Supreme Leader of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.


