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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on Tanzania’s forceful displacement of 
the Maasai people
(2023/3024(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– Having regard to the UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, especially 
article 8 paragraph (b) and article 10;

– Having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 
December 1966, ratified by Uganda on 21 June 1995, and in particular to Article 9 
thereof, which guarantees the right to freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention; 

– having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas the Tanzanian government is seeking to evict the Maasai pastoralists from 
their land in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area (NCA) and Loliondo in order to 
develop tourism by expanding its conservation plans; whereas it is estimated that 
between 80.000 and 110.000 Maasai live in these areas;

B. Whereas the use of exclusionary conservation policies displaces indigenous people from 
their ancestral lands and ignores their ancestral knowledge and wisdom on sustainable 
management of said lands;

C. Whereas it is reported that the Tanzanian government has been restricting access to 
education, health care and basic human needs in the concerned areas; whereas Maasai 
cattle is being killed by the authorities and the Maasai people are being fined for grazing 
on their ancestral land;

D. Whereas in June 2022, the Maasai Indigenous people of Loliondo suffered multiple 
forced evictions in order for the government to acquire 1500 km2 of village land;

E. Whereas in August 2023 it has been reported that members of the Maasai community in 
Endulen in the NCA have been victims of unreasonable arrests by paramilitary groups, 
the Ngorongoro Conservation Area Authority rangers and the police;

F. Whereas the situation causes the Maasai to live in fear of being evicted without being 
consulted and given free prior and informed consent;

G. Whereas the Tanzanian government has refused independent monitoring efforts 
including those by several MEPs following civil society alerts on expulsions suffered by 
members of the Maasai indigenous community and the arbitrary arrests and detentions 
of which they are alleged to be victims.

1. Expresses its concern with regards to the Maasai people and their right to inhabit their 
ancestral land;

2. Welcomes that in 2022 the Tanzanian Prosecution dropped the case against 24 Maasai 
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persons, regrets however that the East African Court of Justice did not recognise as 
admissible the case brought by the Maasai of Lolindo in September 2022.

3. Calls for a permanent and acceptable solution for the Maasai in the Ngorongoro district; 
Calls on the Tanzanian authorities to respect the fundamental rights of the Maasai 
people and ensure that the principle of accountability is enforced;

4. Reiterates that all actions pertaining to the Maasai communities must respect human 
rights and adhere to the law in its entirety;

5. Urges the Tanzanian government to allow observation visits from the UN and the 
European Union. 

6. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the UN and the Tanzanian 
government.


