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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that important modifications have been introduced by the Treaty of Lisbon as 
regards budgetary and financial issues:
a) the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) becomes legally binding, it is expressly 

referred to in the Treaty and its duration is set for a period of at least 5 years; it is 
important that Parliament is legally granted the right of consent to the MFF, even if it 
will not be formally in a position to lay down the MFF's provisions required for the 
smooth running of the annual budgetary procedure as is currently the case with the 
Interinstitutional Agreement on budgetary discipline and sound financial 
management,

b) the current distinction, in the budgetary procedure, between "compulsory" and "non-
compulsory" expenditure is abolished, ensuring full parity between Parliament and 
Council, 

c) a new and simplified budgetary procedure is established with a single reading 
followed by a specific Conciliation Committee which shall have the task of finding a 
common agreement between Parliament and Council within a short period of 21 
days, subject to the approval of both arms of the budgetary authority, whereas the 
Parliament will have the right to ultimately approve the budget if the agreement is 
rejected by the Council,

d) the EU institutions are formally committed to ensuring budgetary discipline when 
adopting any act likely to have substantial implications for the budget, 

e) codecision shall be applied to the adoption of the Financial Regulation and its 
implementing rules;

2. Welcomes the above modifications as rendering the whole budgetary procedure more 
democratic and rational and also notes that they entail a new relationship between the two 
arms of the budgetary authority;

3. Regrets that Parliament's role concerning the Union's own resources system has not been 
extended; believes that its right of consent over the corresponding implementing 
measures, which shall be laid down by the Council by a qualified majority, could 
constitute progress towards a more democratic and effective procedure, bearing in mind, 
however, that the scope of the implementing measures is limited to what has been defined 
in the own resources decision; 

4. Recommends that the Interinstitutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 on budgetary 
discipline and sound financial management should be adjusted according to the new 
budgetary procedure, as laid down in Point 4 thereof;

5. Intends to draft an own-initiative report on the new budgetary procedure in order to carry 
out an in-depth analysis and a proper assessment of its impact on Parliament’s internal 
organisation and to safeguard its budgetary prerogatives at interinstitutional level; 
considers that, following the adoption of this report, the responsible committee would be 
in a position to propose the necessary changes to the Rules of Procedure, including 
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Annex IV, taking into account the whole range of consequences which derive from the 
adoption of the Treaty and its impact on Parliament’s reform;

6. Considers that the evaluation of the budgetary and financial implications introduced by 
the Lisbon Treaty should also be an opportunity for Parliament to contribute to the 
current debate on the review of the EU budget. 
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