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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal for a Common Strategic Framework covering the 

ERDF, the Cohesion Fund, the ESF, the EFF and the EARDF, which is essential to 

ensuring better strategic coordination and improved delivery of the EU 2020 objectives; 

2. Strongly supports a European Social Fund integrated into cohesion policy as a means of 

ensuring an integrated approach and avoiding sectorialisation; recommends that, while the 

Fund should retain its current structure, its functioning and priorities be reassessed with a 

view to ensuring integration between economic and social cohesion; 

3. Acknowledges that integrated planning will lead to a certain harmonisation of the rules 

governing the Structural Funds programmes, and consequently to simpler procedures; is 

convinced that this process will facilitate the participation of partners in co-funded 

projects and avoid excessive administrative burdens and ineffective dispersal of funding; 

4. Underlines that simplification, which is crucial to a successful cohesion policy, is to be 

carried out at both national and regional level, thus improving outcomes; invites the 

Commission to propose a simpler architecture for the policy in future, based on greater 

flexibility, proportionality and visibility in the use of the Funds, in order to facilitate their 

full and swift absorption; 

5. Advocates a more results-oriented cohesion policy, which is less focused on the regularity 

of expenditure and procedures, but establishes an effective balance between the quality of 

the interventions and financial and administrative control; recommends that proper 

evaluation mechanisms be introduced to improve the institutional and administrative 

capacities of the bodies in charge of programme management, which will contribute to the 

quality of spending and to reducing the level of errors; 

6. Urges closer complementarity between EU funds and funding at national, regional and 

local level, as a necessary condition for improving coordination and effectiveness in the 

use of available resources. 
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