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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Emphasises the strategic importance of space policy – and particularly of the two flagship 

initiatives, the GMES and GNSS programmes – in the drive to establish a genuine 

European industrial policy based on practical projects with tangible benefits for the public 

and for business; 

2. Recalls that the failure of the initial public-private partnership formula for funding the 

GNSS programmes led in 2007 to the decision to pursue their implementation with 

financing exclusively from the Union budget; recalls that, in this context and given the 

lack of available resources in the current MFF, it was decided to increase the ceiling for 

Heading 1a by EUR 2.4 billion for the 2007-2013 period; points out that again in 2010 the 

Commission proposed an MFF revision to increase the ceiling for Heading 1a, owing to a 

shortage of funding for the ITER project; 

3. Emphasises that such ad hoc, emergency solutions are likely to jeopardise the success and 

added value of strategic, large-scale EU projects and undermine the political momentum 

around them; considers it preferable to devise a long-term budgetary solution that will 

provide EU-level funding in keeping with the technical demands of these programmes and 

with a timetable that ensures their relevance and viability; 

4. Recalls that in the joint statement on the financing of the European GNSS programmes 

following the relevant agreement of 23 November 2007, Parliament and the Council 

confirmed that the estimated total amount needed for Full Operational Capability of the 

GNSS Galileo project is EUR 3 400 million for the 2007-2013 period, and declared that 

this amount should not be exceeded for the duration of the 2007-2013 financial 

framework; is convinced, however, that these estimates in the current financial framework 

are inadequate for bringing an efficient, competitive service into operation and ensuring 

the necessary technological linkage by 2013; deplores the fact, therefore, that in its 

January 2011 mid-term review the Commission did not propose any additional funding for 

the GNSS programmes for the period up to 2013, which may lead to unacceptable delays 

in their completion; points out that, should extra funds be needed during this period, 

redeployment from current multiannual programmes cannot be seen as a viable option, 

and that further reductions under Heading 1a, in particular concerning the 7th Framework 

Programme, are unacceptable; 

5. Emphasises that GNSS is a critical technology that could revolutionise European transport 

infrastructure and various market sectors; points out that other, non-European GNSS 

programmes will come into operation in the medium term and that any delay would thus 

result in a loss of international competitiveness, in current infrastructure becoming 

obsolete, in an inability to use technologies and applications under development and in the 

loss of up to 60% of the expected benefits; 

6. Asks the Commission to inform Parliament as soon as possible should any additional 

funding needs arise with a view to the timely completion of GNSS, at least presenting an 
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updated financial overview by summer 2011, when the new MFF proposal is submitted; 

7. Stresses that not only is Galileo actually the first major EU-owned project of this type, but 

it also addresses a requirement that is in the public interest at EU level, thus justifying 

recourse to public financing; calls on the Commission to improve the management of the 

project, to ensure that a service involving a constellation of 30 satellites can be 

competitive and fully operational within the shortest possible period, to avoid 

uncertainties and to send a positive signal to market players; points out that there may 

prove to be substantial differences between current investment costs and future running 

costs; supports, therefore, the proposal that in the future, where large-scale projects such 

as this are concerned, a predetermined annual amount should be covered from the EU 

budget and that the Member States should be responsible mainly for financing any 

additional cost by making available supplementary funding to the EU budget, while 

identifying under-spent areas of that budget along with other funding sources, including 

innovative forms of financing, which could help to finance additional needs arising from 

such large-scale projects; 

8. Invites the Commission to consider the possibility of crediting the revenue from Galileo’s 

commercial activities to the EU budget; 

9. Asks the Commission to provide it with details of how the annual cost of maintaining 

Galileo, estimated at EUR 800 million, is to be met once the system is operational; 

10. Points out that the estimated figure (EUR 1.9 billion) included in the mid-term review for 

the period after 2013 is presented as being purely indicative; takes the view that the 

Commission should therefore set out a medium-term and long-term financing strategy for 

the GNSS programmes post-2013, including exploring the idea of setting an annual 

amount for the 2014-2020 period, which would need to cover the completion of the 

Galileo infrastructure and its maintenance costs up to 2020. 
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