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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The proposed extension of the protocol covers a period of one year from 27 February 2011,
the date on which the current protocol expires. The current protocol was provisionally set in
place pending Parliament's consent procedure. The extended protocol will be valid for one
year commencing on 28 February 2011.

Under Articles 43(2) and 218(6)(a) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
the European Parliament can either consent or decline to consent.

This agreement involves a considerable level of funding (EUR 36.1 million), which is much
more substantial than that of other agreements so far approved. Our committee has called for
a joint in-depth consideration of these agreements by the EP committees involved (PECH,
BUDG, DEVE), to find ways of improving the existing safeguards for the conservation of fish
stocks and ensure a more positive impact on the economic and social development of the
countries involved. If this proposal is adopted in its present form, it will take up 25 % of the
budget line involved and will effectively render any such consultation largely pointless.
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CONCLUSION

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee
responsible, to propose that Parliament withhold its consent.
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