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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Recalls that the EU budget is primarily an investment budget, with 94 % of its total 

volume reinvested in the Member States, and that the local and regional authorities are 

responsible for a substantial share of public expenditure in Europe; 

2. Stresses that cohesion policy plays a crucial role in promoting economic, social and 

territorial cohesion, boosting jobs and growth and reducing macroeconomic imbalances; 

3. Calls for priority to be given to creating synergies between EU, Member State and local 

and regional budgets; asks the Commission to provide clear factual data on how the role 

of the EU budget in leveraging investments at different levels could be enhanced; calls on 

the Member States to make full use at all levels of the additional financing opportunities 

provided for by the European Investment Bank and by the new instrument of project 

bonds; welcomes, furthermore, the fact that the application of financial instruments is 

being extended under the cohesion policy to all thematic objectives and all CSF funds; 

4. Is concerned that cuts in cohesion policy funding in the next MFF will reduce the capacity 

of national, regional and local authorities to invest in smart, sustainable and inclusive 

growth; stresses that cohesion policy funding should be at least maintained at the current 

level; 

5. Asks the institutions to improve the existing provisions so that regions in certain Member 

States that are particularly hard hit by the financial crisis may further improve their 

capacity to absorb structural and cohesion funds and prevent the anticipated huge 

decommitments; 

6. Stresses that macroeconomic conditionality is not acceptable as it could cause difficulties 

for the implementation of cohesion policy and potentially create risks for the fulfilment of 

long-term obligations; reiterates that the introduction of macroeconomic conditionality 

would affect those regions that are most at need, and stresses that local and regional 

authorities should not be punished for difficulties encountered at Member State level; 

underlines, furthermore, its opposition to the performance reserve, which could discourage 

regions from selecting more ambitious and innovative projects in favour of projects with 

more easily attainable targets; 

7. Expresses the belief that thematic concentration on a small number of priorities is 

necessary; stresses, however, that flexibility is required to allow Member States and 

regions to respond in the most effective way to common targets, while also respecting 

territorial, economic and social specificities. 
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