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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The proposal by the Commission provides for the scope and objectives for food and feed expenditure up to a maximum ceiling of EUR 1 891,936 million in current prices. The objectives are a high level of safety of food and food production systems, a higher animal health status and animal welfare, the detection and eradication of pests, to ensure an effective implementation of official controls. 

On 29 June 2011, the Commission presented its proposal for a multiannual financial framework for 2014-2020 which was amended on 6 July 2012. Taking into account the conclusions of the European Council of 7/8 February 2013, the Commission is proposing a maximum amount of EUR 1 891,936 million for expenditure in relation to food and feed during the whole period 2014-2020. In accordance with the Council Regulation (EC) No 58/2003 of 19 December 2002 laying down the statute for Executive Agencies to be entrusted with certain tasks in the management of Community programmes, the Commission has entrusted the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers with implementation tasks for the management of the Food and Feed Programme since 2008. The Commission may use, on the basis of a cost-benefit analysis, an existing executive agency for the implementation of this Programme.

In addition, it is proposed that funding rates for grants are rationalised and that the standard funding rate is set at 50% of the eligible costs. However, this rate can be raised under certain conditions up to 75% and 100%. 

Regarding plant health, Union financial contribution will also cover survey programmes for the presence of pests and phytosanitary support measures for the outermost territories of Member States.

It is also foreseen for a possibility to support Union reference laboratories and projects aimed at improving the effectiveness and efficiency of official controls. Hence, procedures for submission and evaluation of annual and multiannual control programmes and the procedure for setting or updating the list of animal diseases or plant pests are eligible for co-funding. This will be done in a simplified manner, where the reimbursement decisions will not be taken by the Commission any more.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

<RepeatBlock-Amend><Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>1</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 4 – paragraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1. Without prejudice to Article 5, the ceiling for the expenditure referred to in Article 1 for the period from 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2020 shall be a maximum amount of EUR 1 891,936 million in current prices.
	1. The ceiling for the expenditure referred to in Article 1 for the period from 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2020 shall be a maximum amount of EUR 1 891,936 million in current prices.


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>2</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Article 5
	deleted

	Use of the reserve for crises in the agricultural sector
	

	The Union contribution to measures for emergency situations covered by Section 1 of Chapter I of Title II and Section 1 of Chapter II of Title II may also be financed in accordance with point (e) of Article 4(2) of Regulation (EU) No XXX/201X of the European Parliament and the Council on the financing, management and monitoring of the common agricultural policy.
	


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 6 – paragraph 2 – point b</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b) Member States whose gross national income per inhabitant based on the latest Eurostat data is less than 90% of the Union average;
	(b) Member States and/or regions whose gross national income per inhabitant based on the latest Eurostat data is less than 90% of the Union average;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment

<NumAm>4</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 6 – paragraph 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4. No grant of less than EUR 50 000 shall be awarded.
	deleted


</Amend>
</RepeatBlock-Amend>
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