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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The current Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania (hereinafter ‘the Partnership Agreement’) was adopted on 30 November 
20061. 

The aim of the Protocol is to grant fishing opportunities to European Union vessels in 
Mauritanian waters taking into account available scientific assessments, in particular those of 
the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF), and in accordance with 
scientific advice and the recommendations of the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), within the limits of the available surplus. The aim is 
also to enhance cooperation between the European Union and the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania, thereby creating a partnership framework within which to develop a sustainable 
fisheries policy and sound exploitation of fishery resources in the fishing zone of the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania, in the interests of both parties.

The latest Protocol2, amended twice (by the Commission Decision (EU) No 2017/4513 and by 
the Commission Decision (EU) No 2017/13734), setting out the fishing opportunities and 
financial contribution provided for in the Partnership Agreement entered into application on 16 
November 2015 and expired on 15 November 2019. 

Pending completion of the negotiations on the renewal of the Partnership Agreement and its 
Protocol, on 8 November 2019, the Protocol was extended for one year, until 15 November 
2020, by an agreement in the form of an exchange of letters5. Negotiations continued in 2020 
but due to the Covid-19 pandemic, they would not be concluded on time in order to prevent an 
interruption of fishing activity for the European fleet operating in Mauritanian waters. 

Therefore, the Commission, on the basis of an authorisation from the Council, has negotiated, 
on behalf of the European Union, with the Islamic Republic of Mauritania an Agreement in the 
form of an Exchange of Letters extending by another year the Protocol to the Partnership 
Agreement. The Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters was initialled on 7 July 2020.

The aim of the Exchange of Letters is to enable the European Union and the Islamic Republic 
of Mauritania to continue working together to promote a sustainable fisheries policy, the sound 
exploitation of fisheries resources in Mauritanian waters and to allow EU vessels to fish in those 
waters. 

The arrangements in force during the final year of the Protocol will be renewed under the same 
conditions for a maximum of one year. 

The annual financial contribution from the European Union is EUR 61 625 000, based on:

a) an annual amount for access to fishery resources for the categories provided for in the 

1 OJ L 343 of 8.12.2006, p.1. 
2 OJ L 315 of 01.12.2015, p.3.
3 OJ L 69 of 15.03.2017, p. 34.
4 OJ L 193 of 25.07.2017, p. 4.
5 OJ L 297 I, 18.11.2019, p. 1.
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Protocol, set at EUR 57 500 000 for the duration of the extension to the Protocol;

b) support for the development of Mauritania’s sectoral fisheries policy amounting to EUR 
4 125 000 per year for the duration of the extension to the Protocol. This support meets 
the objectives of Mauritania’s national policy on the sustainable management of its 
continental and maritime fishery resources for the entire duration of the Protocol.

The annual amount for commitment and payment appropriations is established during the 
annual budgetary procedure, including for the reserve line for protocols not having entered into 
force at the beginning of the year.

The exchange of letters regarding the extension also sets out a pro rata reduction in case the 
negotiations for the renewal of the Partnership Agreement and its Protocol result in their 
signature, leading to their application, before the annual extension covered by the exchange of 
letters expires.

******

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee responsible, 
to recommend approval of the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the 
Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the European Union and the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania on an extension of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and 
financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the 
European Community and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, expiring on 15 November 2020.


