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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The current Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Gabonese 
Republic (hereinafter ‘the Partnership Agreement’) was signed on 4 June 2007 and entered  into 
force on 11 June 2007 for a period of six years, tacitly renewed and still in force.

A previous three-year implementing protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and 
financial contribution provided for in the Partnership Agreement entered into force on 24 July 
2013 and expired on 23 July 2016. 

A new protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution were initialled 
by the negotiators on 10 February 2021.

The new protocol covers a period of five years (2021-2026) from the date of its provisional 
application. It covers a period of five years from the date of provisional application laid down 
in Article 24, that being the date on which it is signed by both parties.

The main aim of the new Protocol is to provide an updated framework taking into account the 
priorities of the reformed common fisheries policy and its external dimension, with a view to 
continuing and strengthening the strategic partnership between the European Union and the 
Gabonese Republic in the field of fisheries.

The Protocol aims to grant fishing opportunities to European Union vessels in the Gabonese 
fishing zone in accordance with the best available scientific advice and the resolutions and 
recommendations of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT), within the limits of the available surplus. The Commission based its position in part 
on the results of an evaluation of the previous Protocol (2013-2016) and a forward-looking 
assessment of whether a new protocol should be concluded. These were carried out by external 
experts. 

The aim is also to enhance cooperation between the European Union and the Gabonese 
Republic to promote a sustainable fisheries policy and sound exploitation of fisheries resources 
in the Gabonese fishing zone and in the Atlantic Ocean, in the interest of both parties. This 
cooperation will also help to promote decent working conditions for fishing activity.

The new Protocol provides for fishing opportunities in the following categories:
- 27 tuna purse seine vessels;
- 6 pole-and-line tuna vessels;
- support vessels in accordance with the relevant ICCAT resolutions and within the limits 

set by Gabonese legislation;
- 4 trawlers for possible fishing of deep-sea crustaceans, subject to authorisation based 

on the results of exploratory fishing trips.

The annual financial contribution from the European Union is EUR 2 600 000, based on:

a) an annual amount for access to the fisheries resources in the Gabonese fishing zone 
of EUR 1 600 000, equivalent to a reference tonnage, for highly migratory species, of 
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32 000 tonnes per year;

b) support for development of the sectoral fisheries policy of Gabon, amounting to EUR 
1 000 000 per year. This support meets the objectives of Gabon’s strategic plan for 
fisheries. The annual amount for commitment and payment appropriations is established 
during the annual budgetary procedure, including for the reserve line for protocols not 
yet having entered into force at the beginning of the year.

******

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to recommend approval of the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion 
of the Protocol implementing (for 2021-2026) the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between 
the Gabonese Republic and the European Community.


