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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

In this report, the aim of your draftsman has been to ensure that the budget respects the rules 
and follows the policies adopted by Parliament in the field of financial management and the 
fight against fraud. The points raised below stem from an examination of the implementation 
of the budget, the discharge conclusions adopted by Parliament, reports on budgetary 
management by the European Court of Auditors, and Parliament conclusions on the fight 
against fraud.

Court of Auditors

1. In the Wynn report of 12 April 2005 on the discharge of the general budget for the 
financial year 2003, the Court of Auditors is invited to produce an annual performance 
report and to publish its audit manual and information on the DAS approach on its 
website1. The Wynn report also wonders whether the current structure and functioning of 
the "top heavy" Court of Auditors should be reviewed, particularly the large proportion of 
A grades in Members' cabinets2. 

Use of official cars

2. The administrative decision of 31 March 2004 of the European Court of Justice and the 
administrative decision of 15 June 2004 of the European Court of Auditors allows private 
use of official cars. Private use of an official car represents an undisclosed benefit-in-kind 
which Parliament considers inappropriate. Your draftsman considers that a significant 
proportion of the relevant budget allocations should be placed in reserve until the 
decisions mentioned are revised appropriately. 

1 P6_TA-2005-0092, paragraphs 71-72.
2 P6_TA-2005-0092, paragraph 78.
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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgetary Control calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. asks the Court of Auditors for a reaction by 1 November 2005 to Parliament's invitation 
to the Court to produce an annual performance report and publish its audit manual and 
information on the DAS approach on its website, and to Parliament's suggestion that the 
Court's top heavy structure and functioning, and particularly the high proportion of A 
grades in the Members' cabinets, might need reviewing;

2. calls on the European Court of Justice and the European Court of Auditors to amend their 
respective administrative decisions by 1 November 2005 in such a way as to rule out 
private use of official cars.
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