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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The rapporteur’s aim in this opinion has been to ensure that the budget takes into account the 
principles and recommendations adopted by Parliament on sound financial management and 
transparency in the management of EU funds, particularly as regards the cost-effectiveness of 
the various EU policies.

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgetary Control calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Calls on the Commission to organise an interinstitutional discussion involving, in an 
initial phase, at the highest level, representatives of Parliament, of the Council, of the 
Commission, and of the Court of Auditors, and in a second phase representatives from 
the Member States, of national parliaments and supreme audit institutions, with a view to 
embarking on a comprehensive debate on the current discharge procedure system1;

2. Proposes that the Commission allocate, during the forthcoming budgetary procedure, the 
financial resources needed to organise such debate2;

3. Proposes that consideration should be given to establishing the budget with a reduction of 
staff allocated to administrative support and coordination functions (overhead), with a 
redeployment of funds to core areas, such as policy making and supervision of the 
implementation of Union law. As the funds are redeployed, this proposal could be budget 
neutral;

4. Considers freezing at the 2010 level the budget of the agencies that did not reach a 
satisfactory level (95%) of budget implementation;

5. Proposes that the Management Board and the Director of the agency be sent an official 
warning letter in the event of an unsatisfactory level (below 95%) of budget 
implementation or in the event of deviations from the principle of sound financial 
management;

6. Calls on the Commission to communicate to Parliament before the end of the year the 
state of play of the implementation of EU pre-accession funds in the area of justice 
systems and the fight against corruption in the public administration in the western 
Balkans, including an overview of the backlog in the judicial system;

7. Sees the need to put part of the budget relating to the Commissioners' cabinets in reserve 
until the revised Code of Conduct for Commissioners is adopted;

1 See paragraph 70 of the European Parliament resolution of 5 May 2010 with observations forming an integral 
part of its Decisions on discharge in respect of the implementation of the European Union general budget for the 
financial year 2008, Section III - Commission and executive agencies (OJ L 252, 25.9.2010. p. 39).
2 See paragraph 71 of the abovementioned resolution of 5 May 2010.
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8. Calls, as regards mismanagement in Greece after the detection of severe problems in 
Greek funds financed through shared-management and of course the financial crisis, for 
constant monitoring and follow-up;

9. Urges the Commission to establish and apply a comprehensive anti-corruption policy and 
create a clear mechanism for monitoring the situation in the Member States on a regular 
basis;

10. Proposes that the Commission provide all necessary resources to implement this 
monitoring mechanism and ensure that its conclusions and findings are followed up 
effectively;

11. Recalls its demands expressed in its abovementioned resolution of 5 May 2010 on 
Commission discharge for the financial year 2008, and reiterates that despite some 
improvement in recoveries, concerns remain about the problems which subsist regarding 
irregularly disbursed Community funds and the poor quality of the information supplied 
on the correction mechanism applied at Member State level, and therefore draws all the 
more attention to the urgent need for a 100% recovery rate in respect of funds that have 
been falsely used.
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