
 

AD\941611EN.doc  PE508.183v02-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

  

 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014 

 

Committee on Budgetary Control 
 

2013/2017(BUD) 

18.6.2013 

OPINION 

of the Committee on Budgetary Control 

for the Committee on Budgets 

on the mandate for the trilogue on the 2014 Draft Budget 

(2013/2017(BUD)) 

Rapporteur: Jens Geier



 

PE508.183v02-00 2/5 AD\941611EN.doc 

EN 

PA_NonLeg 



 

AD\941611EN.doc 3/5 PE508.183v02-00 

 EN 

SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Budgetary Control calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas in a situation of limitation of resources, caused by the economic and financial 

crisis, Union funds should be used in the most efficient way to stimulate economic 

recovery while implementing reforms, observing financial discipline and ensuring 

political and economic stability;  

B. whereas Member States have a huge responsibility for the effective use of Union funds in 

shared management which they carry out poorly, and whereas without better and more 

effective cooperation by Member States, the error rate will remain high; 

C. whereas the main challenge Europe is facing is the creation of growth and jobs, in 

particular in SMEs and for young people;  

D. whereas the collection of value added tax (VAT) and customs duties directly affects both 

the economies of the Member States and the Union budget and should be included in 

Member States management declarations; 

1. Notes that in 2011 the outstanding budgetary commitments for which payment and/or 

decommitment have not yet been made increased by EUR 13 billion (6.7 %) to EUR 207 

billion mostly in policy areas financed through differentiated appropriations and represent 

the equivalent of 2.3 years’ worth of differentiated commitments or 2.7 years of 

differentiated payments at the 2011 spending rate1; 

2. Notes that a high level of accumulated outstanding commitments for the programming 

period 2007-2013 could be explained to a large extent by the fact that any interim 

payment could only be made once the Member States’ management and control systems 

were approved by the Commission, as required by the relevant regulations for Structural 

Funds, but considers that it also indicates, as a consequence of the economic crisis, that 

Member States are having difficulty absorbing the amounts allocated; 

3. Insists that it must be ensured that sufficient payment appropriations are made available in 

future years to cover the widening gap between outstanding commitments and 

appropriations for payments; 

4. Is worried by the Court of Auditors’ conclusion that there are continuing weaknesses in 

national customs supervision and that it cannot, therefore, be ensured that the traditional 

own resources recorded are complete and correct; finds it unacceptable that the control of 

customs procedures in Member States is not functioning properly; points to the 

differences in administration performances between Member States which continue to 

exist in the field of detecting irregularities, fraud, errors and financial follow-up in the 

customs field; recalls that the correct operation of customs procedures has direct 

                                                 
1  Annual Report of the Court of Auditors on implementation of the budget for the financial year 2011, 

 together with the institutions’ replies (OJ C 344, 12.11.2012, p. 1), points 1.36-1.38. 
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consequences in terms of the calculation of VAT; 

5. Underlines that VAT evasion affects not only the Union budget but also the financial 

interests of Member States and in the meantime leads to lower VAT-based own resources; 

6. Is worried by the Court of Auditors’ finding that more than 60 % of errors in spending 

Structural Funds in 2011 should have been detected by the Member States’ management 

and control systems; calls in this respect on the Member States to strengthen their 

management and control systems; calls on the Commission to give an overview of the 

significant differences in Member States’ administrative performances in the field of 

revenue and expenditure in shared management and urges the Commission to take 

measures to improve Member States’ administrative performance; urges Member States to 

issue national management declarations signed at the appropriate political level covering 

all spending under shared management; 

7. Regrets that in this time of economic crisis, some Member States argue for spending cuts 

in the Union budget and the Multiannual Financial Framework, thereby hindering growth 

within the Union and, at the same time, allowing for tax avoidance; is concerned that 

Member States, many of which are ‘friends of better spending’, neither shoulder a 

sufficient degree of responsibility for the implementation of Union funds nor agree to 

discuss in the Council, in the form of a peer review, the execution of the Union budget and 

the protection of the Union’s financial interests; 

8. Asks for recoveries from unduly spent Union funds in the Member States to be recovered 

more effectively and used in the Union budget; 

9. Is concerned by the fact that the smuggling and counterfeiting of cigarettes accounts for 

an annual loss of EUR 1 billion to the Union budget and another EUR 9 billion to Member 

States’ national budgets; stresses that the Hercules II programme has achieved significant 

results by bringing to light cases of cigarette smuggling, and recommends maintaining the 

continuity of the Hercules III programme and providing it with adequate funding. 
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