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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgetary Control calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recognises the implementation by the Union agencies of the Joint Statement and 
Common Approach and its roadmap; highlights, in particular, the recommendations of 
the Interinstitutional Working Group on Decentralised Agencies (IIWG), which were 
endorsed by the Conference of Presidents on 18 January 2018; notes that with the 
follow-up meeting of 12 July 2018, the work of the IIWG was considered achieved;

2. Welcomes the Commission’s draft revised text of the framework financial regulation for 
decentralised agencies and, in particular, its plans outlined therein to strengthen the 
governance of these agencies;

3. Maintains, however, that a variety of issues remain unresolved, and urges the 
Commission to submit without delay an evaluation of agencies with multiple locations, 
as recommended by the IIWG, as well as proposals for possible mergers, closures 
and/or transfers of tasks to the Commission, on the basis of a careful in-depth analysis 
and using clear and transparent criteria, as was envisaged in the IIWG’s terms of 
reference but which was never properly examined owing to a lack of proposals to that 
effect from the Commission;

4. Recalls the letters sent by its President on 28 March 2018 to the President of the 
Commission and the President-in-Office of the Council expressing regret, in view of its 
prerogatives as co-legislator, that Parliament had not been involved in the selection 
procedure for the new seat of the European Medicines Agency, and calls for the Joint 
Statement and the Common Approach to be revised accordingly; urges the Commission 
to prepare the necessary proposals based on an in-depth analysis of the implementation 
of the Joint Statement and Common Approach, as requested by the Council in its reply 
to the aforesaid letter;

5. Notes that agencies’ budgets should be prepared in accordance with the principle of 
performance-based budgeting, taking into account the agency’s objectives and the 
expected results of its tasks; calls for a thematic approach in decentralised agencies’
budgeting in order to better prioritise the agencies’ tasks, increase cooperation, and 
avoid overlaps, especially among agencies working within the same policy field;

6. Expresses concern at the potential conflicts of interest that can arise if agencies have to 
rely on membership fees as their main source of income; reiterates that the agencies are 
aware of this reputational risk and would prefer a steady and predictable flow of income 
from the EU budget, which is crucial also to planning, rather than having to rely on fees,
which are unpredictable and vary from year to year; urges the Commission to submit a 
proposal for the fees to be paid directly to the Commission and for the agencies to be 
provided with a regular subsidy from the EU budget in return;

7. Calls for concrete action to correct salary coefficients to better reflect real costs;

8. Repeats its call for streamlined and harmonised reporting obligations, particularly with 
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regard to the annual activity report, the budgetary and financial management report and 
the final accounts;

9. Encourages the agencies to inform Parliament in a detailed manner of the measures 
taken to meet the recommendations of the discharge authority (‘follow-up reports’) and 
those of the Court of Auditors;

10. Notes that in order to properly handle new tasks, seek constant efficiency gains, fill 
vacant positions quickly and effectively and enhance their ability to attract experts, the 
agencies should continuously monitor and assess their staffing levels and their needs in 
terms of additional human and financial resources, and make relevant requests where 
necessary to be able to carry out their tasks and responsibilities adequately;

11. Notes that the auditing of the decentralised agencies ‘remains under the full 
responsibility of [the Court of Auditors], which manages all administrative and 
procurement procedures required and finances these’; reiterates that auditing carried out 
by private sector auditors has significantly increased the administrative burden on the 
agencies and has, as a result of the time spent on the procurement and administration of 
audit contracts, created additional expenditure, putting their diminishing resources 
under even greater strain; emphasises that it is imperative to resolve this issue in 
accordance with the Common Approach, within the context of the revision of the 
framework financial regulation; calls on all parties involved in this revision to provide 
clarity on this issue as a matter of urgency so as to significantly reduce the excessive 
administrative burden.



AD\1173177EN.docx 5/6 PE625.391v02-00

EN

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 7.1.2019

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

8
0
2

Members present for the final vote Dennis de Jong, Ingeborg Gräßle, Georgi Pirinski, José Ignacio 
Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Bart Staes

Substitutes present for the final vote Karin Kadenbach, Andrey Novakov

Substitutes under Rule 200(2) present 
for the final vote

Pervenche Berès, John Howarth, Jude Kirton-Darling



PE625.391v02-00 6/6 AD\1173177EN.docx

EN

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

8 +

GUE/NGL Dennis de Jong

PPE Ingeborg Gräßle

S&D Pervenche Berès, John Howarth, Karin Kadenbach, Jude Kirton-Darling, Georgi 
Pirinski

VERTS/ALE Bart Staes

0 -

2 0

PPE Andrey Novakov, José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention


	1173177EN.docx

