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Amendment 1
Isabel García Muñoz

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 1

Motion for a resolution Amendment

1. Stresses that for ten years the 
Council has refused to cooperate in the 
discharge procedure and the Parliament 
has refused to grant discharge; notes that 
the decision whether to grant discharge for 
2018 was postponed in May 2020 similar 
to what was done in previous years;

1. Stresses that for ten consecutive 
years the Council has refused to cooperate 
in the discharge procedure and thus forced 
the Parliament to refuse to grant discharge; 
notes that the decision whether to grant 
discharge for 2018 was postponed in May 
2020 similar to what was done in previous 
years;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Isabel García Muñoz

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 2

Motion for a resolution Amendment

2. Underlines that this state of affairs 
not tenable for either institution, for the 
Council because no positive decision on 
the implementation of its budget has been 
granted since 2009, and for Parliament 
because it shows a lack of consequences 
for not being granted discharge and, thus, 
a situation where Parliament’s actions are 
not taken seriously;

2. Underlines that this state of affairs 
is not tenable for either institution: for the 
Council because no positive decision on 
the implementation of its budget has been 
granted since 2009, and for Parliament 
because it shows a lack of respect 
for Parliament's role as discharge 
authority and guarantor of the 
transparency and democratic 
accountability of the budget of the Union;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Luke Ming Flanagan

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 4
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Motion for a resolution Amendment

4. Recalls that, pursuant to the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU) and the Financial Regulation, 
Parliament is the only discharge authority 
of the Union, however, in full 
acknowledgment of the Council’s role as 
an institution giving recommendations on 
the discharge procedure;

4. Recalls that, pursuant to the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU) and the Financial Regulation, 
Parliament is the only discharge authority 
of the Union, however, in full 
acknowledgment of the Council’s role as 
an institution giving recommendations on 
the discharge procedure; in this regard, 
asks the Council to give discharge 
recommendations with respect to the other 
Union institutions

Or. en

Amendment 4
Isabel García Muñoz

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 9

Motion for a resolution Amendment

9. Informs that the Rapporteur of the 
Council discharge 2018, Mr Tomas 
Zdechovsky and the 1st Vice-Chair, Ms 
Isabel Garcia Munoz, and the Chair of 
Parliament's Committee on Budgetary 
Control, Ms Monika Hohlmeier, form the 
negotiating team on behalf of Parliament;

9. Informs that the Parliament's 
negotiating team consists of the Chair of 
Parliament's Committee on Budgetary 
Control, Ms Monika Hohlmeier; the 
Rapporteur for the Council 2018 
discharge, Mr Tomas Zdechovsky; and 
the 1st Vice-Chair of the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, Ms Isabel García 
Muñoz;

Or. en

Amendment 5
David Lega

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 12 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

12a. Points out that as long as no 
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negotiations are taking place between the 
parties, Parliament’s views stand, and that 
negotiations between the parties are a 
precondition for resolving the issue;

Or. sv

Amendment 6
Isabel García Muñoz

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 13

Motion for a resolution Amendment

13. Insists that the budget of the 
European Council and the budget of the 
Council must be separated in order to 
contribute to more transparency in the 
efficiency of expenditure for both 
institutions as recommended by Parliament 
in many of its discharge resolutions over 
the last years;

13. Insists that the budget of the 
European Council and the budget of the 
Council must be separated in order to 
contribute to more transparency, 
accountability and efficiency with respect 
to the expenditure for both institutions as 
recommended by Parliament in many of its 
discharge resolutions over the last years;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Mikuláš Peksa
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 14

Motion for a resolution Amendment

14. Insists that the combined efforts on 
achieving an inter-institutional agreement 
on a mandatory transparency register for 
lobbyists is inevitable to enhance openness 
of Union decision-making process and 
accountability of the Union institutions; 
calls on the Council to continue taking part 
in the discussions regarding the 
establishment of a common register 
together with Parliament, which agreed to 
restart the negotiations on March 2020, and 

14. Insists that the combined efforts on 
achieving an inter-institutional agreement 
on a mandatory transparency register for 
lobbyists, accessible in a machine-
readable format, is inevitable to enhance 
openness of Union decision-making 
process and accountability of the Union 
institutions; calls on the Council to 
continue taking part in the discussions 
regarding the establishment of a common 
register together with Parliament, which 
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the Commission in order to make it de 
facto mandatory for lobbyists to register if 
they want meetings with Union decision-
makers;

agreed to restart the negotiations on March 
2020, and the Commission in order to 
make it de facto mandatory for lobbyists to 
register if they want meetings with Union 
decision-makers; calls again on all 
Member State presidency teams to lead by 
example by refusing meetings with 
unregistered lobbyists;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Luke Ming Flanagan

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 14

Motion for a resolution Amendment

14. Insists that the combined efforts on 
achieving an inter-institutional agreement 
on a mandatory transparency register for 
lobbyists is inevitable to enhance openness 
of Union decision-making process and 
accountability of the Union institutions; 
calls on the Council to continue taking part 
in the discussions regarding the 
establishment of a common register 
together with Parliament, which agreed to 
restart the negotiations on March 2020, and 
the Commission in order to make it de 
facto mandatory for lobbyists to register if 
they want meetings with Union decision-
makers;

14. Insists that the combined efforts on 
achieving an inter-institutional agreement 
on a mandatory transparency register for 
lobbyists is inevitable to enhance openness 
of Union decision-making process and 
accountability of the Union institutions; 
again strongly regrets that the Council 
has not joined the transparency register 
scheme and calls on the Council to refuse 
meetings with unregistered lobbyists; calls 
on the Council to continue taking part in 
the discussions regarding the establishment 
of a common register together with 
Parliament, which agreed to restart the 
negotiations on March 2020, and the 
Commission in order to make it de facto 
mandatory for lobbyists to register if they 
want meetings with Union decision-
makers;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Mikuláš Peksa
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
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Paragraph 15

Motion for a resolution Amendment

15. Emphasises the importance of 
allowing citizens to follow the legislative 
process of the Union easily; reminds the 
Council to align its working methods with 
the standards of a parliamentary 
democracy, as required by the Treaties; 
reminds the Council to follow up 
systematically all the recommendations 
contained in European Ombudsman’s 
decision in strategic inquiry OI/2/2017/TE 
on the transparency of the Council 
legislative process; recalls that Parliament 
encouraged the European Ombudsman to 
continue to follow up on her inquiry;

15. Emphasises the importance of 
allowing citizens to follow the legislative 
process of the Union easily; reminds the 
Council to align its working methods with 
the standards of a parliamentary 
democracy, as required by the Treaties; 
reminds the Council to follow up 
systematically all the recommendations 
contained in European Ombudsman’s 
decision in strategic inquiry OI/2/2017/TE 
on the transparency of the Council 
legislative process; recalls that Parliament 
encouraged the European Ombudsman to 
continue to follow up on her inquiry; is 
disappointed by the fact that the new 
President of the European Council has 
yet to implement those recommendations;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Mikuláš Peksa
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 16

Motion for a resolution Amendment

16. Welcomes the improvements on the 
Council’s website, in particular related to 
transparency and access to documents; 
welcomes the clear chapters on legislative 
transparency, agendas and calendar of 
Council meetings and minutes and voting 
lists; acknowledges that the Council has 
been taking steps to foster a stronger 
culture of transparency.

16. Calls on the Council to step up its 
transparency efforts by, inter alia, 
publishing Council legislative documents 
including minutes of working group 
meetings, trilogue and other milestone 
working documents in line with the 
European Ombudsman’s 
recommendations; welcomes the 
improvements on the Council’s website, in 
particular related to transparency and 
access to documents; welcomes the clear 
chapters on legislative transparency, 
agendas and calendar of Council meetings 
and minutes and voting lists; acknowledges 
that the Council has been taking steps to 
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foster a stronger culture of transparency;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Isabel García Muñoz

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 14 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

14 a. Welcomes the Council's positive 
response to the European Ombudsman's 
recommendation in case 1069/2019/MIG 
on sponsorship of the Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union; takes 
note of the draft guidance sent by the 
General Secretariat of the Council to the 
Member State delegations on 29 June 
2020; reiterates that any actual or 
perceived conflict of interests jeopardises 
the reputation of the Council and the 
Union as a whole; calls on the Council to 
reflect on the non-binding character of 
the guidance; urges the Council to follow-
up on the issue without delay;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Luke Ming Flanagan

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 16 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

16 a. Reiterates its deep concerns about 
the corporate sponsorship of Member 
States hosting the Union Presidency and 
echoes the concerns expressed by Union 
citizens and Members on the matter; is 
highly concerned by the possible 
reputational damage and the risk of loss 
of trust that this practice might cause the 
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Union, its institutions and especially the 
Council in the eyes of Union citizens; 
fully supports the European 
Ombudsman’s assessment and 
recommendation for the Council to issue 
guidance to Member States on the issue; 
moreover, strongly recommends the 
Council to envisage the budgetisation of 
Presidencies; requests the Council to 
forward this concern to the Member 
States, in particular to the current 
Presidency trio;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Mikuláš Peksa
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 16 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

16 a. Strongly opposes the practice of 
corporate sponsorship of Member States 
hosting the Union Presidency, as it 
damages the reputation of the Union 
institutions; strongly recommends the 
Council to envisage the financing of 
Presidencies; call the current Presidency 
trio to take those recommendations into 
serious consideration and to report back 
to Parliament;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Mikuláš Peksa
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 16 b (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment
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16 b. Reiterates its deep concern over 
the alleged conflict of interests of a 
number of Member State representatives 
involved in policy and budget decision-
making processes; asks the Council to 
ensure that Member State representatives 
who personally benefit from Union 
subsidies do not participate in the related 
policy or budgetary discussions and votes.

Or. en


