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A. Mission Programme

COMMITTEE ON BUDGETARY CONTROL

MISSION TO SOFIA
(Bulgaria)

11-13 April 2022

PROGRAMME

Monday, 11 April 2022

a.m. Individual flights to Sofia

Individual transfer from the airport to the hotel and check-in

Grand Hotel Sofia, 1, Gurko Str., 1000 Sofia 

14.00 Gathering in the hotel lobby, short bus transfer from the hotel to the EP 
Liaison Office 
Add: 124 G. S. Rakovski Str. BG-1000 Sofia

14.15 Beginning of the official programme -  Meeting at the EP Liaison Office - 
Sofia 

14.30 Meeting with civil society representatives 

15.30 Break

15.45 Meeting with investigative journalists

16.45 Transfer by bus to the Ministry for European Funds and  Ministry of 
Finance
Add: Ministry of Finance, Sofia, 2 Slavyanska Str.

Meeting with:

Mr Assen Vassilev, DPM for EU Funds and Minister of Finance

Mr Andrey Tsekov, Deputy Minister of Finance

Mr Ivaylo Iadjiev, Deputy Minister of Finance

17.45 Meeting with Ms Ludmila Rangelova, Executive Director - Audit of EU Funds 
Executive Agency -  Audit Authority for ESIF and RRP, Sofia, 2 Slavyanska 
Str

18.45 Transfer by bus to the Council of Ministers
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Add: bul. Kniaz Aleksandar Dondukov 1, 1594 Sofia (Official entrance)

Meeting with Mr Ivan Ivanov, Director, Central Coordination Unit, Council of 
Ministers

Information system for management and monitoring of EU funds in Bulgaria - 
ISUN 2020 

19.30 Meeting with Mr Kirill Petkov, Prime Minister of Bulgaria

 Add: bul. Kniaz Aleksandar Dondukov 1, 1594 Sofia (Official entrance)

20.15 Transfer by bus back to the hotel / Free evening

Tuesday, 12 April 2022

08.30 Transfer by bus to the Ministry of Agriculture 
Add: bul. "Hristo Botev" 55, 1606 Pette Kyosheta, Sofia (15 minutes)

09.00 Meeting with Mr Momchil Nekov - Deputy Minister,  Head of Managing 
Authority of the Rural Development Programme

10.30 Transfer by bus to the EP Liaison Office - Sofia

Add: 124 G. S. Rakovski Str. BG-1000 Sofia (10 minutes)

11.00 Meeting with Ms Silvia Georgieva,  Executive Director, National Association 
of Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria  (NAMRB)

12.30 Lunch - place TBC

15.00 Transfer by bus to the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria 

Add: 2 Narodno Sabranie Sq. Sofia, 1169 / West Hall (Zala Zapad) 

Meeting with the Committee for the Prevention of Corruption
Chairperson  - Mr Mihal Grigorov Kambarev

16.45 Transfer by bus to Ministry of Interior - Protection of the European Union 
financial interests Directorate 

Add: is № 29, Shesti Septemvri Str., Sofia

Meeting with Mr Ivaylo Nikolov - Director, AFCOS 

18.30 Transfer by bus to the hotel 

20.00 Official dinner at restaurant MOMA, Sofia, 28 Solunska Street
(within walking distance from the hotel)
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Wednesday, 13 April 2022

8.30 Transfer by bus from the hotel to the EP Liaison Office 
Add: 124 G. S. Rakovski Str. BG-1000 Sofia 

9.00 Meeting with Mr Tzvetan Tzvetkov - President of the Bulgarian National Audit 
Office

10.00 Transfer by bus to the Prosecutor's Office of Republic of Bulgaria
Add: Palace of Court, bul. Vitosha 2, Sofia, Bulgaria.

10.30 Meeting with Mr. Ivan Geshev, Prosecutor General

11.30 Transfer by bus to the EPLO Sofia - 124 G. S. Rakovski Str. BG-1000 Sofia

(15 minutes)

12.00 Press Conference

Short lunch

13.30 End of official programme
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B. Overview of the mission
The mission was intended as the follow up on CONT’s discussions on the allegations of 
corruption and misuse of public funds in Bulgaria potentially affecting EU funds.  More 
specifically, Members wished to:

 have an overview into the administration of EU funds under shared management in the 
country;

 ensure more transparency and openness of EU spending process;

 explore ways to increase transparency in the spending of EU funds.

Seven CONT members participated in the mission - Mr Tomáš ZDECHOVSKÝ (Chair of the 
delegation), Ms Tsvetelina PENKOVA, Ms Sophia IN 'T VELD, Ms Viola VON CRAMON-
TAUBADEL, Mr Joachim KUHS, Mr Ryszard CZARNECKI and Mr Andrey NOVAKOV 
(Accompanying Member). 

The CONT Coordinators agreed to open the mission to the participation (as observers) of the 
European Court of Auditors (Ms Annemie Turtelboom, Member of the Court), and the 
European Commission (Mr Catalin Gheran - DAC - Joint Audit Directorate for Cohesion Policy 
and Ms Dessislava Yordanova - REGIO.E.3 - Administrative capacity building & programmes 
implementation II). Their knowledge of the EU funds management in BG, together with their 
audit experience were an important contribute to this mission report. List of participants in 
annex IV

The CONT Members met with civil society organisations and investigative journalists, as well 
as the Bulgarian audit authority for Cohesion policy and direct funding, officials of the EU 
funds managing and monitoring authorities. The delegation also met with government officials 
involved in the administration, management and control of EU funds, Bulgarian prosecutor 
general as well as parliamentarians from the Corruption Prevention Committee of the National 
Assembly.

An unexpected meeting was added to the programme due to the request of the Prime Minister 
of Bulgaria, Mr Kiril Petkov, to meet the CONT delegation. 

The excellent cooperation with the EPLO Sofia was a key element to the success of the mission. 
Due to their deep knowledge of the political structures, civil society and media eco-systems, 
EPLO helped the CONT Secretariat navigate through the different layers of the Government 
organisation and avoid major “diplomatic” issues before and during the mission.

Because the Government resulting from the recent elections in BG is new, the contacts with the 
Permanent Representation of Bulgaria to the EU were crucial to help the Secretariat reach the 
right persons of interest to prepare the mission programme. The contacts were always friendly 
and most valuable.    

The CONT mission raised a big interest in the media. The highly participated - in both physic 
presence and on-line (10 journalists on-line) - press conference held at the end of the 
programme is the proof of that interest as well the number of articles in the written press (annex 
I).

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220406IPR26828/eu-funds-in-bulgaria-meps-call-to-improve-investigations-into-misuse
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Conclusions and recommendations:

 Members appreciated the availability and willingness of the various authorities and 
stakeholders to meet the CONT delegation and answer their questions in an open manner;

 Recall that the good governance of European public fund should comply with the three main 
principles: economy, efficiency and effectiveness. Here remains the call for an effective 
fight against corruption practices from the past in Bulgaria;

 Members called for increased transparency and analysis of EU funded projects;

 They underlined the need of simplifying the application for and management of EU 
programmes at a national level, establishing a single methodology for management and 
report of EU projects at national level as it was indicated that currently the processes vary 
among the different controlling and monitoring authorities, including a better integrated 
monitoring system, speeding up the processes of digitalisation and strengthening the 
administrative capacity, especially with regard to public procurement and ex-ante control. 
The main goal should always remain the value-added to the society;

 Members emphasised the need for more dialogue and cooperation among the national 
institutions involved in the administration of the EU funds;

 The mission recognised the concerns of the civil society for “state capture” and for shrinking 
of the civil space;

 Members noted with concern the slightly superficial controls by the European Commission, 
formalistic rather than effective; they equally took note of the limited follow-up by OLAF 
of cases of corruption and fraud;

 Despite the data and signals of increased violations and abuses, especially with EU funds, 
the mission states with disappointment that the efficiency and the level of prosecution 
remains low with no solid track-record of final convictions; which in accordance with the 
Bulgarian law are of the competencies of the Court;

 The new government representatives highlighted the upcoming initiatives and reforms 
presented by the executive and the legislative authorities in the fight against corruption and 
judiciary reform which aim to achieve tangible results, including accountability and 
criminal liability of the Bulgarian Prosecutor General; which in accordance with the 
Bulgarian legislation are up to changes in the Constitution;

 They expressed their disappointment at the lack of investigations and prosecution of 
corruption cases, and the resulting impunity and lack of recover; for which should be held 
responsible all the institutions of executive and judicial branches specially constituted for 
the fight against corruption; 

 Members welcomed the new impetus to the fight against corruption and the joint efforts by 
many government offices as well as non-governmental actors, but notes that these efforts 
will not yield results if the communication, coordination and interaction between executive, 
judicial powers and the civil society is not improved;

 They called on the Bulgarian authorities to introduce real changes in the judiciary and 
prosecution systems, and implement the 2009 Kolevi ruling of the ECfHR1 (on accountably 

1 https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22002-1230%22]} 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22002-1230%22]}
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of the General Prosecutor), as well as the quick implementation of the EU Whistleblower 
Directive;

 Members stressed the need for free, independent and pluralistic media with a view to 
fighting corruption, and expressed their concern over pressure on journalists, including by 
the use of SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation), lack of funding for 
qualitative journalism, lack of transparency on beneficial ownership, lack of regulation of 
online media;

 Members note the problems and vulnerabilities of the procurement procedures, particularly 
the prevalence of single bindings; 

 In general, Members recognised the efforts by the actual Government to fight corruption,  
but considered that more needs to be done to bring real changes to the Bulgarian judiciary 
and prosecution systems in order to improve investigations into possible abuse of EU funds 
and corruption;

 Members acknowledged the enhanced cooperation between the state government and the 
European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) and call the state quota for delegated European 
prosecutors to be covered.

Mission debriefing:
Members held an exchange of views on the mission and discussion on a potential follow-up 
during the CONT meeting of 11 May 2020, after which the report was updated.
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C. Summaries of meetings

11 April 2022
Meeting with civil society representatives - Ognyan Minchev, CEO, and Mihaela 
Raykova, Project and finance manager, Transparency International – Bulgaria; Svetla 
Kostadinova, CEO, and Petar Ganev, senior researcher, Institute for Market Economics; Petar 
Terziev, senior researcher, Centre for the Study of Democracy; Stefan Anguelov, attorney, Legal 
Department, Access to Information Programme

Mr Zdechovský opened the 
meeting thanking the 
NGOs for their availability, 
after which he introduced 
the members of the 
delegation and presented 
the goals of the mission.

After presenting 
themselves and respective 
entities, the NGOs 
representatives underlined 
the following:

 Half of the national budget is financed by EU funds; all big projects at local level are EU 
funded;

 Budgetary execution is very low at the beginning of the year (20% at the end of summer) 
and (consequently) very high by the end of the year;

 The BG Resilience and Recovery Plan (RRP), which is mainly focused on capital 
expenditures (with marginal social spending) will double the EU funds for BG with a “huge 
potential” for misusing, mainly through tainting public procurement;

 The Bulgarian National Audit Office2 (BNAO) reports show 42% negative conclusions3 of 
spending budgetary resources: lack of justification, failing in reaching targets, insufficient 
accounting. No similar analysis performed for EU funded programmes, but conclusions 
might be similar;

 The “state capture” is a major issue, fostered by the lack of performance of the Office of 
the Prosecutor General - need for judicial reform (a constitutional re-arrangement of the 
judiciary system), rather than focusing on politicians;                                              

 Bulgaria lacks instruments to fight “high-level” corruption:  bureaucracy (formal following 

2 BNAO focuses mainly on national funding. In relation to EU funding, they do performance audits on institutions 
in the management and control system, complementing the work of the Audit Authorities for Cohesion and 
Agriculture
3 Only 24% of the reports have positive conclusions

https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility/recovery-and-resilience-plan-bulgaria_en
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of procedures), lack of sufficient justification for prioritising areas of expenditure;

 The misspending largely happens due to the shift from public procurement to “in-house 
procurement” (contracts awarded to opaque, small-scale state owned companies), mainly 
related to the construction sector (roads and dams), not funded from EU programmes;

 Majority of public procurement documents are not translated in EN

 Data aggregation is an issue, as most frequently are available in formats that are not machine 
readable and analysis is difficult;

 Quite often, the Committee for the Prevention of Corruption refuses to release information; 

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Collaboration between NGOs and (investigative) journalists and politicians;

 Shrinking of civil society, funding of NGOs, transparency of financing;

 Effectiveness of control mechanisms - no visible actions for “big fishes”;

 State-capture and the European Commission (EC) role in analysing the 42% negative audit 
reports, performance of the Office of the Prosecutor General  (e.g. Barcelona Gate, former 
Prime Minister Boyko Borisov) with limited progress on the signals received from the Audit 
Authorities;

 Links between contractors and sub-contractors, need for reform of the judiciary and lack of 
action of the EC;

 Need for reforms, rules on public procurement, to act the problem needs to be “isolate”: 
central or local level;

 Efficacy of the Unified Management and Information System (UMIS/ISUN) for monitoring 
and transparency purposes

Replies from the NGOs:

 Funding for civil society is mainly project-based and widespread in local media, which is 
not very active; national media lack funding;

 Large resources are given directly to the social partners (they are state-captured);

 Well known oligarchs with justice problems (Vasil Bozhkov, Tsvetan Vassilev) are funding 
media, political parties and protests;

 The Audit Authority (AA) does a good job, but there is limited reaction from the Office of 
the Prosecutor General on all signals sent by the AA, but also by ANAO and the State 
Financial Inspection;

 After the big expansion in the 90s, which brought many international NGOs to BG, civil 
society is shrinking for the last 15 years; only small NGOs continue to exist after the 
stampede of the international ones;

 There is no difference between NGOs and consultancy companies. EU funding goes 

https://bnr.bg/en/post/101601726/prosecutor-s-office-receives-information-from-spain-regarding-the-so-called-barcelona-gate-case
https://www.rferl.org/a/bulgaria-borisov-eu-corruption/31760157.html
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through the Government and access is complicate. Application templates are quite complex 
and should be simplified and take into account the specificities of NGOs, that’s why they 
are not appealing for traditional NGOs;

 The cooperation with journalists is next to impossible, as it is difficult for them to find 
people that have the courage to speak up; the same applies to the politicians as these are 
“loyal” to their political families and tend to “close their eyes”  to wrong doing by the latter;

 There are enough rules in public procurement, the problem is their enforcement; the 
misspending is supported by the BG taxpayers;

 It is too soon to say something about the cooperation with the new Government - meetings 
have taken place and there is willingness to cooperate, but results are to been seen;

 There are problems with the implementation of GDPR in BG, leading to cases seeking 
reputational damages; 

 Less objectivity in the national media;

 UMIS is useful, but at macro level and not used enough;

Meeting with investigative journalists - Atanas Chobanov, bird.bg; Katiya Ilieva, Frog 
News; Nikolay Staykov, Anti Corruption Fund; Marieta Dimitrova, blagoevgrad-news.com; 
Nikolay Marchenko, bivol.bg

Mr Zdechovský 
opened the meeting 
thanking the 
journalists for their 
availability, after 
which he 
introduced the 
members of the 
delegation and 
presented the goals 
of the mission.

After presenting 
themselves, the 
journalists 
underlined the 
following:

 Many corruption investigations, but results are close to zero as institutions (mainly the 
Office of the Prosecutor General) do not follow-up on the media investigations;

 Lack of results from the judicial system on investigating the abuse of EU funding; 

 Clear patterns of political influence and judicial impunity were identified - Guesthouses for 
Mothers-in-Law investigation (state official fired, but reinstated, deputy minister being 
investigated for a long period without a finalised investigation); 
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 Turkish Stream4 (funded from national budget) and a possible link with EU funding - 
equipment bought with EU funds support are used in its implementation; need for more 
control from the EC and EP;

 Complains about OLAF’s lack of reaction and opacity in relation to cases sent to them; in 
the Barcelona Gate there is a lack of reaction from parallel investigations in other MS to 
finalise the investigation, and in some cases, they do not give information on money 
laundering;

 Cases sent to OLAF, but no reaction; reports and policy briefs are available about different 
cases on the web site of Anti-Corruption Fund5;

 Call for the set-up of an anti-money-laundering agency at EU level;

 Ineffectiveness of OLAF and need to extend EPPO’s competencies.

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Media freedom and unclear media ownership - effects of the legislative initiatives taken by 
the EP (2017-2018);

 Involvement of politicians in the Guesthouses scandal, activity of the General Prosecutor’s 
Office,  anti-corruption drive of the new government, consultations on the media legislation;

 More details about the communication with OLAF (statistics) anti-money-laundering are 
needed;

 Signals received by EPPO, behaviour of ECA and OLAF;

 Lack of follow-up of disclosed fraud cases.

Replies from the journalists:

 The Specialised Prosecutor’s Office was set up to deal with organised crime. No high-
profile criminal, no mayor, no high-level corruption, no terrorism was prosecuted with 
results: as such, the prosecution office is meaningless; only one deputy mayor and the case 
is not yet finalised;

 Many inquiries by journalists, but little feedback and no follow-up actions;

 The Office of the General Prosecutor is subordinated to the General Prosecutor, the 
administrative heads report directly to him, there is a tight grip on investigations;

 There is a tight grip on investigative journalists (multiple verifications from the National 
Revenue Agency, prosecutor office and assets forfeiture office), with freedom of speech 
being affected;

 The legal amendments related to disclosure of media ownership are not effective, as it has 
to be declared on a voluntary basis – if one doesn’t report, it is not checked by the state 

4 Turkish Stream or TurkStream is a natural gas pipeline from Russia to Turkey via the Black Sea. The plans for 
TurkStream were announced by President Putin on December 1, 2014. Construction started on 7 May 2017 and 
the pipeline was officially put into operation on 8 January 2020.
5 https://www.ngobg.info/en/organizations/112294-anticorruption-fund.html 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Foeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu%2Foeil%2Fspdoc.do%3Fi%3D31015%26j%3D0%26l%3Den&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.ngobg.info/en/organizations/112294-anticorruption-fund.html
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institutions;

 There is no legislation on on-line media and, as such, every site can call itself media; media 
which abides by the rules is affected; funding from authorities is given only to supportive 
media;

 OLAF does not disclose their on-going investigations, they take too long, and the results 
are disappointing;

 There is a very low efficiency related to prosecution (only 0,01% for Transport and 
Transport Infrastructure Operational Programme spending, 0,04% for Regions in Growth 
Operational Programme spending and 0,2% of Innovation and Competitiveness Operational 
Programme spending are investigated);

 Need for an EU media registry and for increased competency for EPPO - the €10 million 
threshold for the EPPO to investigate needs to be revised; 

 An existing yearly report on the work of the anti-corruption institutions in BG, shows the 
lack of prosecution results and cases “disappearing” and it always produces news for the 
society and media outlets; the typical pattern of a corruption case in BG: case breaks, 
somebody resigns, the case is sent to the prosecution and it “disappears” from the radar;

 There is media repression - bivol.bg was sentenced to pay BGN 100 million (ongoing trial);

 BG society and citizens receive homeopathic treatment.

Meeting with the DPM for EU Funds and Minister of Finance, Mr Assen Vassilev; 
Deputy Minister of Finance, Mr Andrey Tsekov; Deputy Minister of Finance, Mr Ivaylo 
Iadjiev and Ms Ludmila Rangelova (Executive Director of AEUFEA)

Mr Assen Vassilev 
presented the team 
and proposed to 
start immediately 
with the questions, 
as the context of the 
visit was clear to 
everyone around the 
table.

Mr Zdechovský 
introduced the 
delegation and 
objective of the 
mission.

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Planned changes in the legislation related to EU funds management and rationale behind it;

 Anti-corruption drive of the new Government, reform of the General Prosecutor’s Office, 
reform of the specialised Anti-corruption and Assets Forfeiture Office;
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 Anti-money-laundering body, cooperation with EPPO and OLAF;

 Dependency of the institutions to the Government/their independence;

 Activity of the Government in the fight against corruption;

 Calendar for the adoption of the Partnership Agreement and 2021-2027 financing 
programmes;

 Transparency of data and analysis of such data - report mentioned by the PM and the press 
on public procurement and activity of the AEUFEA;

Replies:

 The Audit Agency controlling Agricultural funds will be moved to the Ministry of Finance. 
It has to move out of the Ministry of Agriculture in order to create an adequate separation 
of functions. All control functions (Public Procurement Office, AEUFEA, AA for Agri 
funds, State Financial Inspection, Directorate for Internal Audit Methodological support) 
will be reunited under one deputy minister, in order to improve exchange of information 
and introduce similar procedures and policies and separate them from the implementation 
of EU funds and RRP;

 On anti-corruption, it was announced that the special prosecution will be closed by the 
Parliament in the week the mission took place (11/04), due to their inefficiency6; the 
Commission for Combating Corruption and Confiscation of Illegally Acquired Property 
will be split in 2 entities: one overseeing assets declarations of public official and one 
dealing with assets confiscation (it should be noted that up to the date of the issuing of the 
report, such amendment is not yet discussed);

 On the General Prosecutor, it was mentioned the reform included in the RRP, that foresees 
a judge being appointed to assess the activity on the General Prosecutor (should be finalised 
by Q2 2023, but it is expected that this milestone to be finalised earlier);

 On the anti-money-laundering, the first step is to increase the analytical capabilities of all 
legal bodies and improve cooperation and data exchange with other EU and non-EU states 
institutions and states; examples from the activity of the National Revenue Agency, 
cooperation with other MS (NL, GR, USA, Switzerland);

 The ex-ante function of the Public Procurement Agency will be increased (currently there 
are 22 persons to deal with 12 000 procurements per year); all contracts above BGN 5 
million will be subject of ex-ante control and standardised contracts will be implemented 
(e.g. school renovation);

 The preliminary findings of the Report on public procurement shows that in some 
municipalities in the case of 70% of procurements only a single competitor was finally 
ranked. The report is still in process of being finalised, as the analysis was extended to all 
municipalities and all years (initially it covered only some municipalities for procurements 
on all sources of funding from 2019 onwards) and it will be made available to EU 
institutions;

6 The BG Parliament voted on 14 April to close the specialised prosecution office. 
(https://www.parliament.bg/bg/news/ID/5450)

https://www.parliament.bg/bg/news/ID/5450
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 It was mentioned that although there are good systems on paper, some of the controls are 
functioning and some are not; the procedures related to EU funds are more robust, but on 
national funds nobody is looking on how money is spent;

 The MoF has set up an analytical team to work with existing different databases; there is a 
continuous support for common databases and analysis of data;

 A report on local procurement of roads constructions was sent last year to the prosecution 
office and so far no follow-up was made on it;

 As regards the cooperation with EPPO, 8 unique contact points were set-up with EPPO; 
legislation will be passed in order to ensure resources and capacity to EPPO and decouple 
the need to share resources with the BG prosecution office; EPPO has a large number of 
on-going investigations;

 As regards OLAF, the cooperation is good, but there is a need to review communication in 
order to ensure there is direct communication and there is a need to speed-up investigations;

 Agencies are independently run, only guidance on processes being given by the 
Government;

 There is interest to attract and to work with more international financial institutions: 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), World Bank (WB), 
European Investment Bank (EIB), as the cooperation with European Investment Fund (EIF) 
has worked well;

 BG is at the very last stage of finalising the Partnership Agreement and the financing 
programmes for 2021-2027 and they will be formally submitted during the next weeks; 

 Regarding the procedure to investigate the General Prosecutor, the changes in the law do 
not include changes in the Constitution - one Judge will be able to do the prosecution and 
he will not be under the General Prosecutor;

 Another reform aims at giving judges the possibility to enforce prosecution of cases; in 
November 2021, a lot of boxes containing documents were sent to the General Prosecutor’s 
Office and there is no follow-up;

 There is a need to increase the capacity and competencies of EPPO to investigate 
transboundary and money laundering (such change in the competencies of EPPO is not in 
the competencies of the Bulgarian authorities);

 It was underlined that the main reason for the existence of the governing coalition is the 
fight against corruption.
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Meeting with Ms Ludmila Rangelova, Executive Director - Audit of EU Funds 
Executive Agency (AEUFEA), Dobrinka Mihaylova, Dora Burova, Iskra Torbova and 
Petrana Pavlova from the Audit Authority

Mr Zdechovský opened the meeting thanking Ms Ludmila Rangelova and her team for their 
availability, after which he introduced the members of the delegation and presented the goals 
of the mission.

Ms Ludmila Rangelova introduced the institution representatives and the activities of the 
AEUFEA (annex II).

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Existence of anti-corruption procedures and mechanisms in the Agency; checks on integrity 
of auditors/staff;

 Limited confirmation from the Prosecution offices rate on fraud suspicion cases, limited 
verifications on-site from the European Commission; funding of ROMA people projects - 
big gap between paper and practice;

 Plan to ensure efficient checks related to RRP, relations and cooperation with ECA;

 Doubts related to the limited staff allocation as the AEUFEA has to cover all programmes 
and the RRP;
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 Obstacles to the audit work, lack of progress in the investigations;

Replies from the AEUFA:

 AEUFEA is only responsible for its work; if all institutions would do the job they are 
supposed to, BG would be in a very different position;

 AEUFEA’s work is audited by the EC and by ECA; this is not happening for the national 
funding;

 The Agency does a lot of preventive work, sharing reports and training institutions, 
including Courts;

 The Agency has clear anti-corruption practices in place: the entire activity is described in 
very detailed procedures and working methodologies, following the ISSAI and INTOSAI 
audit standards, there is a code of ethics, each member of the staff submits declarations of 
lack of conflict of interest that are checked, on a sample basis (no results that show such 
cases happening);

 Additional staff is foreseen for work on the RRP - 7-8 auditors;

 Commission is having a very tough approach with AEUFEA and is permanently auditing 
its activity, including visiting projects on-site; confidence from COM was built during time, 
through the results of the Agency work;

 ECA has audited their work and did not have a single finding with financial impact;

 The Agency has applied, in time, many financial corrections and has reported very high 
error rates (even above 10% in the previous programming period);

 More error rates with public procurement among the municipalities for projects financed 
with national money;

 Equal treatment to all beneficiaries and institutions regarding the financial corrections;
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Meeting with the Director of the Central Coordination Unit, Council of Ministers, Mr 
Ivan Ivanov

Mr Zdechovský opened the meeting, introduced the EU delegation and presented the objective 
of the meeting.

On Central Coordination Unit (CCU) side, Ivaylo Iadjiev (Deputy Minister for EU Funds), Ivan 
Ivanov (Director) and members of the staff represented the institution. CCU made a detailed 
presentation of UMIS/ISUN7.

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Excellent progress made by BG in relation to data transparency;

 Is there the same availability for data from the 2007-2013 programming period?

 Meaning of the ISUN, lack of use from the civil society due to complexity (need for codes);

 When was it introduced?

Replies from the Central Coordination Unit:

 ISUN is the BG acronym for Unified Management Information System (UMIS) and was 

7 http://2020.eufunds.bg/en/0/0/Home/About 

http://2020.eufunds.bg/en/0/0/Home/About
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introduced in 2015 and regularly upgrade;

 System was set up for the previous programming period and it is continually developed in 
order to meet all requirements;

 Based on the 2007-2013 system, ISUN 2020 was further developed and contains much more 
data;

 Information is available also for the previous programming period, under a previous version 
of the system;

 Information is up-to-date and searches can be made without the need to have the codes of 
the operation or of the beneficiary;

 It was audited several times; the system could not be manipulated. It is very well developed. 

Meeting with the Prime Minister, Mr Kiril Petkov

The Prime Minister (PM) was accompanied by the Head his Political Cabinet, Ms Lena 
Borrislavova, and two other advisors.

Mr Kiril Petkov welcomed the delegation and mentioned that he wanted to meet the CONT 
MEPs in order to confirm the Government’s strong motivation to anti-corruption and make sure 
that BG’s reputation is changing.

 Use of (all) funds will be put under the highest scrutiny possible; 

 The Government is committed to change the mind-set in all institutions;

 Cabinet of Ministers is the direct contact point to EPPO;

 Basel Institute of Good Governance has an expert in his Cabinet to ensure the legal 
framework needed to put in place strong systems;

 A special task force comprising representatives of different institutions (Ministry of 
Interior, National Revenue Agency (NRA), Customs authority) will be directly dedicated 
to work with the EPPO;
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 EPPO’s mandate needs to be increased, as at the moment can only investigate EU funds 
cases above a certain value and is limited in its mandate to investigate cross-border 
infractions (Barcelona Gate cannot be investigated);

 Brands Bulgaria and Corruption should continue to be linked, but in a different way;

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 The fight against corruption needs to follow the legal approach; 

 CONT has the mandate to check how EU money is being spent and the delegation goal is 
to find a common solution to this challenge.

 Implementation of judicial reforms included in the RRP;

 How is the public’s perception on the fight against corruption, is there any resistance 
perceived (internal/external pressure), explanations on the recent case against Borisov, 
solidity of the Governing coalition;

 Arrest of Boyko Borissov (showing off or a political smart move?), is the evaluation of the 
General Prosecutor by a judge enough? Is there a need for EPPO to do anything else?

 How will the administration be convinced to work with the Government;

 What are the PM’s expectations on the side of CONT Committee;

 What is the real number of cases sent and investigated by EPPO;

 Lack of efficiency of prosecution (on signals, OLAF investigations); is there a movement 
to change the Prosecutor General?

Replies from the Prime Minister:

 PM mentioned that a lot of criticism was received for the arrest;

 From the PM’s point of view, there are both criminals and politicians (former ministers) 
that have been part of the former corrupt system and now they are seeking revenge; they 
sent a lot of signals, but evidence is untouched by the prosecutor, nothing happens;

 Ministers that are involved in these signals (Minister of Finance) have also overseen the 
activity of Agencies in charge of EU Funds (AEUFEA) and, in the same time, he received 
report that state that there is a high percentage of single bidding in projects funded with EU 
funds; as such, he considers that he needs to act and made a complaint that was sent both to 
the Prosecutor General, but also to EPPO;

 The former PM Borissov was detained for 24 hours by the police, but prosecution decided 
not to act; the General Prosecutor did not open an investigation8;

 Why it was important to act now? Because of the EUR 12 bln linked to RRP;

 No person is above the law; once people saw that the police acted, more signals started to 
come;

8 On 14 April, the Sofia District Court ruled that the arrest was illegal due to lack of evidence.
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 It was a bold move towards change, move that brought many enemies;

 The PM said they are trying to crack the system: if a significant case will succeed, all those 
involved will begin to fall;

 On the solidity of the coalition, he said that it is limited; the goal is not the stability of the 
coalition, but the fight against corruption and no compromise will be made in this sense; 
PM mentioned that 2 deputy ministers were released from their positions based on signals 
of potential involvement in corruption cases and that he will go as far as needed in order to 
ensure that the fight against corruption continues;

 On the reform of bureaucracy, the PM mentioned that there is a plan to reduce by 30% the 
number of civil servants, without reducing the salary expenses; as such, those who stay will 
be better payed;

 The Government is working well with the Commission - there is good cooperation;

 The PM already spoked with the Commissioner Ferreira to see what can be done to fight 
single bidding;

 Fighting national corruption is an amazing tool for foreign policy; the PM mentioned that 
the easiest way to crack the RU influence is to crack corruption in the country.

12 April 2022
Meeting with the Minister of Agriculture, Mr Ivan Ivanov; and the Deputy Minister, 
Head of the Managing Authority and of Rural Development, Mr Momchil Nekov (a team 
of specialists from the ministry joined the meeting)
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Mr Ivan Ivanov opened the meeting by mentioning that he considered the visit very important, 
as it is in harmony with the policy of full transparency in the budget execution (national and 
EU) promoted by the current Government. He mentioned that monthly meetings with farmers 
and media are taking place, staying through to their policy of no-one being left behind.

Mr Zdechovský introduced the EU delegation and presented the objective of the meeting: to 
discuss how to solve the misspending problems related to EU funds in the agriculture sector. 
He also promised full support for the Government’s ambitions.

Mr Momchil Nekov stressed the two focuses of the current management of the ministry: rule 
of law and transparency. He made a presentation on the role of the Ministry in relation to EU 
funding, stressing the fact that the payments are made by the State Fund for Agriculture, while 
the Ministry ensures transparency and information to the stakeholders, as well as ex-ante and 
ex-post evaluation of the programme.

Mr Nekov mentioned one of the biggest achievements of the current management, which is to 
increase co-financing in the rural development programme to 60%. In addition, he mentioned 
that one of the main goals is to fully digitalise all the processes related to EU funding and to 
work towards achieving all relevant goals enshrined in the EU new packages: Green Deal, Fit 
for 55 and Farm to Fork.

Mr Stefan Spasov (SS) made a presentation of the Managing Authority and its functions and a 
presentation of the actions following the Guesthouses for Mother-in-Laws scandal. He stressed 
on the fact that the in-eligible expenditure is related to the previous programming period (2007-
2013) and for the discovered cases of misuse, the National Revenue Agency is currently trying 



PE732.539v02-00 24/87 CR\1259228EN.docx

EN

to recover the money from beneficiaries.

Questions from the MEPs:

 Measures to improve the system, overprice of agricultural equipment;

 Measures to prevent the abuse, investigation on the former Deputy Minister of agriculture 
asking the producers to keep quiet about irregularities;

 Recovery of the EUR 24 mln by the EC from the beneficiaries, is there an internal 
investigation in the Ministry following the Guesthouses scandal to discover who was aware 
inside, attitude towards transparency, existing prosecution measures in relation to the 
ministry, retrospective checks on similar projects?;

 Control mechanisms to make the programme less prone to subsidies hunting, incentives to 
continue investigations when the Office of the General Prosecutor is not delivering, pressure 
to sacrifice biodiversity for production;

 Difference between the percentage of OLAF negative findings (2/3) and national negative 
findings (1/3) in the Guesthouses scandal;

 Cooperation with the Commissioner for Agriculture;

 Confirmation that all cases related to Guesthouses scandal were identified and sanctioned 
by the national authorities; number of frauds out of all irregularities.

Replies from the Ministry’s representatives:

 The questions raised mirror the questions raised by the new Government in December 2021 
when assuming office;

 A Strategic Plan was presented to the Ministry of Finance. more effective control 
mechanisms are established;

 BG State Agency for National Security, AFCOS, National Revenue Agency, Customs 
Agency are currently included in the inspections. They do cross-checks. Budgets have not 
been allocated transparently in the past;

 The new management is concentrating on transparency;

 They noticed that funds were wasted in the past; there were irregularities and corruption; 
money was not used to develop agriculture, but channelled to other areas; EU funds were 
used for controlling the political process; there were persons that controlled the processes 
and they made sure to communicate to those interested that the money was channelled 
through them; 

 The authorities are performing cross-checks, in order to capture the blind spots; in addition 
they try to eliminate human interference;

 A new integrated system of control is to be in place by September 2022 and it will allow to 
exercise aerial control from 50% (now) to 100%;

 They aim at digitalisation of all the processes (from farm to fork);
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 Once the system will be in place, there will be no dependence on the people making 
decisions;

 The Guesthouses scandal does not imply that similar irregularities have happened in other 
areas;

 There were 249 projects (Guesthouses) with problems; some of them are subject to judicial 
procedures; they have been presented to the National Revenue Agency in order to recover 
the money;

 For the other sectors, the main problem is that funding was provided without efficiency and 
effective control;

 Overpricing is indeed a problem, but it can be tackled through better transparency;

 Money needs to be efficiently spent: BG has a bigger agricultural area than NL, but exports 
30 times less agricultural products;

 The main goal is to change the mind-set of BG agriculture and increase the competitiveness 
of BG farmers; in order to do this, the Government needs at least one to one and a half years 
in office;

 In order to not repeat the mistakes from the past, integrity checks are performed; efforts are 
made to recover misspent funding;

 Over 200 acts issued by the Paying Agency Agricultural State Fund; most of the acts have 
been confirmed by the Supreme Administrative Court. All acts have been submitted to the 
National Revenue Agency for collection of illegally spent money;
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Meeting with the Executive Director of the National Association of 
Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria (NAMRB), Ms Silvia Georgieva and Ms 
Daniela Ushatova (Head of Local Policies and Finance Team) and Simeon Petkov 
(Senior Expert)

Mr Zdechovský opened the meeting, introduced the EU delegation and presented the 
objective of the meeting.

Ms Silvia Georgieva presented in brief the association, mentioned that all problems are well 
known and proposed to take questions from the MEPs.

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Most serious problems that NAMRB sees in the management of EU funds; 

 Impact of the pandemic on programmes and construction contracts implementation, the 
impact of refugees. Anti-corruption measures/policies in place at local level.  Actions for 
improving the capacity and supporting the Roma communities;

 Simplification of funding in the new programming period, audit of EU projects compared 
to national ones.

 Functioning of the NAMRB;

 Consultation of the municipalities on the newly adopted RRP.
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NAMRB`s reply:

 Under 2014-2020 programming period the municipalities had over 4000 projects 
amounting to more than EUR 850 mln (12% of all funds);

 Projects are implemented with the own capacities of municipalities. Public procurement is 
the responsibility of the municipalities and managed by their existing staff;

 Financial corrections are a huge problem. There is no project without financial correction. 
There are 4 bodies controlling and the applied rules/guidance by them are not very clear. 
There are many financial corrections applied which are later confirmed by the courts;

 Due to all financial corrections, there is a gap in the municipal budgets to be covered;

 Due to unclear procurement methodologies, the minimum requirements for contractors 
were decreased, resulting in a decrease of quality;

 COVID-19 had a big impact on the projects. The increase of prices of fuel and energy 
created big problems to the implementation of the projects;

 Municipalities are different in size and not all of them have the capacity to develop know-
how, so the NAMRB is helping them to increase capacity. Municipalities have difficulties 
to develop and retain staff, as the salary level is much lower than in the public 
administration;

 70.000 refugees have stayed in BG. There is no coordination between central and local 
administration. The local authorities are facing all challenges without any specific funding 
from the central government. CARE instrument is highly expected. There is a lack of a 
good coordination with the government.

 There are 265 municipalities, but merging them it is not a solution, it should not be based 
on demographics, but on the quality of services that can be improved. During the years, 
each government has put different proposals on the table, but there is no common 
understanding on that;

 The NAMRB is working to improve the sharing of practices between municipalities;

 Regarding the Roma integration, there are many actions implemented for Roma people. 
The housing is the biggest problem; many illegal houses build by the Roma people. 
Children are covered by the new education mechanisms. There is still a lot to be done; 

 In relation to anti-corruption, municipalities, have their own anti-corruption policies. The 
national anti-corruption committee (NAMRB is member of the committee) did not have a 
meeting in the past 2 years;

 Regarding the municipal budgets all municipalities are audited by the Bulgarian National 
Audit Office. For the EU funding there are more control bodies involved;

 All 265 municipalities + Sofia are members of the NAMRB. The General assembly is 
composed of more than 500 members. Decisions are taken by consensus. NAMRB is 
representing municipalities in front of the government and is consulted by the Parliament 
on legislative amendments concerning local authorities;
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 NAMRB is involved in programming and governance of EU funds and is a member of all 
Monitoring Committees of the EU programmes;

 The municipalities were not involved in the consultation process on RRP. NAMRB is 
satisfied by the outcome and the municipalities will be involved in the implementation of 
the RRP;

 The instruments need to be simplified. There are too many funds and instruments with 
different requirements. There is a need for simplification at EU level;

 Ex-ante controls have reduced financial corrections but slowed down the process of 
projects implementation.

Concluding remarks by Mr Zdechovský:

 There is no different methodology at EU level; 

 The EU has only one controlling methodology and BG needs to have the same approach; 
preventive corrections do not and should not exist; if every rule is respected, no correction 
can be imposed.

Meeting with the Committee for the Prevention of Corruption at the National 
Parliament 
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Chairperson: Mr Mihal Kambarev

Members of the Parliament attending the meeting, : Ms Rena Stefanova (PG "We Continue 
the Change"); Mr Daniel Mitov (PG GERB); Mr Georgi Georgiev (PG "There Is Such 
People"); Mr Aleksander Nestorov (PG "MRF"); Mr Toma Bikov (PG GERB); Mr Iskren 
Arabadzhiev (PG "We Continue the Change"); Mr Ilian Iontchev (PG "BSP for Bulgaria"); 
Mr Ihsan Hakka (PG "MRF"); Mr Ivo Ruschev (PG of REVIVAL); Ms Maya Dimitrova (PG 
"BSP for Bulgaria"); Ms Ekaterina Dimitrusheva (PG "We Continue the Change"); Ms 
Denitsa Simeonova (PG "We Continue the Change").

Intervention by Mr Kambarev on the work of the Committee:

 The main goal is to fight corruption. BG has a problem with spending money - it is not 
transparent;

 There is a general lack of satisfaction with the perception and transparency in spending EU 
funds in BG; There is also a problem of efficiency in the use of EU funds;

 A number of famous cases of misspending of EU budget: renovation of Serdica complex,  
Guesthouses scandal, Deputy Minister of Agriculture scandal;

 In 14 years, the former governments spent EUR 1 bln on e-Government, with limited 
results;

 There are numerous investigations of OLAF which recommended corrections; EPPO is 
currently running investigations in Bulgaria; Largo's9 renovation project - OLAF 
investigation and 4 million BGN financial correction;

 One of the priorities of the Government is to reform the special anti-corruption prosecution 
(on-going in the Parliament and supposed to be finalised during the week of the mission) 10; 

 Other key reforms included extension of the ex-ante control on public procurements and 
creation of a special office to support the EPPO (together with a number of clear contact 
points);

 Reform of the Commission for Combating Corruption and Confiscation of Illegally 
Acquired Property Reform is envisaged (on-going in the Parliament and supposed to be 
finalised during the week of the mission);

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Committee for the Prevention of Corruption rejected the report of Commission for 
Combating Corruption and Confiscation of Illegally Acquired Property and what are the 
planned legislative changes, why no senior officials have been convicted;

 National anti-corruption strategy - how local authorities and NGOs are involved in this 

9 https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/olaf-uncovers-fraud-in-ancient-city-under-sofia-project/ 
10 The Bulgarian Parliament voted on 14 April to close the specialised prosecution office. The closure of the 
Specialised Criminal Court and the Specialised Prosecutor’s Office was approved at second reading. 
(https://www.parliament.bg/bg/news/ID/5450 )

https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/olaf-uncovers-fraud-in-ancient-city-under-sofia-project/
https://www.parliament.bg/bg/news/ID/5450
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process, legislative proposals for PG, the anti-corruption reform; impunity (why no big fish 
are arrested), expectation for the future; 

 Reasons for the anti-corruption committee not meeting in the last 2 years, timeline for the 
evaluation of the General Prosecutor by a judge; 

 Enforcement capacity of the Committee, who does it report to;

 Priorities and challenges in the work of the Committee;

 Clarification of the percentages related to single bidding;

 Effectiveness in the use of EU funds, transparency of data and its analysis, overpricing, 
legal approach in the fight against corruption, lack of results in relation to prosecution.

Replies by the Members of the Committee:

 There is a new draft law on Commission for Combating Corruption and Confiscation of 
Illegally Acquired Property – introducing investigative powers and transferring cases to the 
prosecutor's office. The report was not accepted because it was informal; there were no 
specifics, no convictions. More than 2,000 files were pending, files from 2012, 2013. The 
Commission works against the interests of citizens; 

 No high ranking politician trialled in a Court case out of the 2000 opened files;

 Legislative changes that have been introduced in the Public Procurement Act since January 
2022 are to eliminate in-house procedures. The changes for the specialised prosecutor's 
office do not solve the problems. The party MRF has proposed amendments of the 
constitution;

 There is need for work in its entirety of the justice system, not in pieces, a problem with 
classified lawyers and the Prosecutor's office. This reform must be holistic. Charges must 
be brought on the basis of evidence gathered. The Bulgarian Prosecutor's office was used 
for political purposes;

 The Commission is blocked with minor cases and there is no time for major cases. There is 
no methodology for civil confiscation;

 In 2012, specialised court and specialised Prosecutor's office were established at the request 
of NGOs and European institutions. All parties come up with the slogan that they will fight 
corruption. There is no institutional continuity. To ensure proper spending, an additional 
monitoring is that the Parliamentary committee has to approve expenditures of the Ministry 
of Regional Development and Public Works, for example for the implementation of road 
projects. The parliamentary committee can only have legislative initiatives;

 Maintaining very close relations with citizens and local stakeholders, business. The 
European Affairs Committee has a public council;

 The Committee for the Prevention of Corruption receives signals, some of them are not for 
the Committee, the Committee can request information and hold hearings;

 Courts need to be also reformed; there is also a need a problem with the quality of the legal 
training; Reform needs to be holistic; In order to have convictions, one needs to have 
indictments based on evidence; Only bringing politicians in the Court is not a benchmark 
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for the quality of the judicial services; BG prosecution was politicised and this practice is 
continued; A closer look needs to be given also to the practices of the current Government; 
EC recommendations have not been consistent over the years; Some decisions of the new 
Government are advertised in the press before being discussed in the Parliament;

 Assets forfeiture suffers from a lack of methodology;

 Institutions are controlled by local bosses; administrations are appointed by political 
decisions;

 There is a huge deficit of justice and low trust in the institutions;

 Bulgaria has a problem with the transition of power: no Government left without being 
accused of corruption;

 Law enforcement bodies are dependent of the Government.

Meeting with the Deputy Minister of the Internal Affairs, Mr Stoyan Temelakiev; 
and the Director of Anti-Fraud Coordination Services Directorate, Mr Ivaylo Nikolov 
(and AFCOS staff)

Mr Zdechovský opened the meeting, introduced the EU delegation and presented the objective 
of the meeting.

AFCOS representatives presented the activity of the AFCOS Council and AFCOS Directorate, 
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but also the National Anti-Fraud Strategy 2021-2027 (annex III).

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Investigations and coordination between institutions; measures taken to overcome the 
misuses; the Ministry of the Interior recently prepared a list of misuses, some of which are 
funded by the EU; coordination between AFCOS, the investigation services and the 
prosecution;

 Complexity of AFCOS organisation, not clear the separation between operational and 
coordination part; follow-up of the cases; on the spot controls - more details, number of 
cases, their follow-up, what kind of cases are there; implementation of whist-blower 
directive;

 It looks great on paper; at local level - what are the incentives to people for any testimony, 
for revealing information;

 Impressive system established, many offices investigating frauds; is there an institution with 
an overview of all cases, to avoid double-penalties;

 MS used as benchmarks in AFCOS activity;

 Cooperation with EPPO, method of working at European level;

 Effectiveness of investigations - what are the problems for the investigations, why there are 
no people sanctioned, some cases are stopped by the prosecution;

 There are many efforts put on place, but need more effective mechanisms giving results; 
the methodology for imposing the corrections should be improved.

AFCOS`s replies:

 Gathering enough suitable evidence is difficult. Efforts are being made to improve the 
acquisition of information, including gaining the trust of citizens to provide information 
without fear. In this regard, we work with the European and Bulgarian prosecutors;

 The results of the EPPO are improving on a daily basis and the first results are already a 
fact. The cooperation with Europol is effective, and the relations are at a very high level;

 The inspections carried out by AFCOS are only in the administrative part, AFCOS do not 
make investigations; cooperation with the prosecution is within the AFCOS Council; when 
there is a case, there may even be a direct OLAF connection. AFCOS is completely 
independent, there is no leakage of information;

 1/3 of the publicly known cases are with European funds;

 Checks are carried out constantly. There is currently an OLAF inspection in BG;

 There is still no law for whistleblowers, there is some delay; however, legislation is already 
being considered;

 Witness protection - there is a special service to ensure witness protection;

 10-15 OLAF cases - for which OLAF decides not to investigate and leaves the national 
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authorities to follow up;

 In terms of irregularities, the institution in charge of reporting is AFCOS. All signals for 
potential irregularities are included in the database;

 For crimes - part of the information is in AFCOS, the information comes from the Managing 
Authority (MA); when it comes to cases handled by the Prosecutor's office, in many cases 
the MA may not be notified, as persons are affected, hence AFCOS.

 Ministry of Interior - there is ready to work and cooperate more and more and to make 
efforts to improve coordination.

13 April 2022
Meeting with Mr Tzvetan Tzvetkov - President of the Bulgarian National Audit 
Office (BNAO) and Mr Toshko Todorov, Deputy Chairman

    
Mr Zdechovský introduced the EU delegation and proposed to have a discussion on what can 
be improved in the audit activity in BG.

Mr Tzvetan Tzvetkov presented BNAO11 (a parliamentary supervised audit organisation) and 
its work (financial, compliance, performance and national audits), focused on improvement of 
the management of public funds in Bulgaria.

He mentioned that BNAO has agreements and coordinates its work with the audit authorities, 
AFCOS, Financial Inspection and the Prosecutor’s office. On EU funds, they only do 
performance audits (at macro level) – how effectively and efficiently are the funds being used; 
12 such audits were performed in the last 4 years; one case of suspected fraud was sent to the 
prosecutor’s office. They have a good cooperation with ECA.

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 4 years, 12 audits - most common violations and how many are related to European funds; 
Cases sent to the Prosecutor's office and follow-up;

11 https://www.bulnao.government.bg/en/ 

https://www.bulnao.government.bg/en/
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 Very little follow-up of prosecution; how do you describe the relation with PG. More than 
70 cases sent to PG and only one has a follow-up; 

 Difference on the way to treat the projects financed by national and EU funds; investigating 
journalist could be involved in the process with these cases;

 Making things public and transparent, convincing people that something is not right. How 
much the work between different auditing institutions is overlapped? Many institutions are 
auditing but no follow-up;

 International cooperation of BNAO - with whom BNAO coordinate more its work?

 Is BNAO ready to increase its work in relation to RRP and European funds – does BNAO 
have sufficient resources and capacities?

 Irregularities / frauds – is there a sufficient follow-up of the cases sent to the Prosecutor's 
office? Not only for EU funds;

 No follow-up from the Prosecutor's office, no results, and no people sanctioned for the cases 
of misuse of EU funds. BNAO should start shouting / speaking loud. Fighting against 
corruption – it is of utmost importance. Use of ECA help for improving the methodology 
of audits;

 16 cases sent to Prosecutor`s office. How many cases sent to PG - one case? How many 
cases passed to PG and for how many of those cases there are a follow-up?

Replies by the Bulgarian National Audit Office:

 12 audits are related to European funds at the level of the MA - found no violations and 
irregularities, only one potential fraud case. Only weaknesses have been identified that the 
MAs need to correct;

 16 reports sent to the Prosecutor's office;

 The Prosecutor's office is an independent institution. BNAO believe that there is a potential 
fraud, but the Prosecutor's office is investigating. BNAO cannot comment on the proposals 
of the government for changes in the justice system;

 The audit methodology is the same for both EU and national funds, but the topics are 
different. There is no difference in the audits of national and European funds. All reports 
are public;

 Some of the investigated cases (Sofia University) attracted a lot of media interest and 
information was requested by the EPPO;

 On the coordination with EU Audit Authorities, BNAO works on a different methodology, 
the goals of the audits are different. The annual audit plans are coordinated. There is no 
overlap. The objectives of the BNAO audits in relation to EU funds is to check whether 
objectives of efficiency, effectiveness and economy have been achieved by the institutions 
involved in their management. Every December, BNAO coordinates their plans with the 
Audit Authority;

 BNAO is a typical audits institution, similar with all other audit offices in other MS; they 
are part of the international audit community, exchange experience with other such 
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bodies, have a god cooperation with them and ECA, but they do not have a specific model 
(benchmark) to follow;

 The activity of the NAO is based on evaluation. The goal is to cover sensitive topics, areas. 
There are many unoccupied positions in the NAO due to low salaries and high demands for 
experience. The requirements are equal to those of private audit companies and AA. NAO 
carries out the activities regardless of these problems. NAO is responding to the demands 
of Parliament and the public;

 When the Prosecutor's office considers that there is no violation, NAO assumes that there 
is no fraud. However, there is a possibility of a reaction if the Prosecutor's office considers 
that there is no crime. The question is delicate. NAO is not an investigative body and does 
not have these competencies;

 Working with the media is problematic, lack of interest. For some of the audits, results 
cannot be announced, which outcomes from the Bulgarian legislation. Parliament 
commissioned audits, but no one ever invited NAO to present and discuss the 
recommendations of these audits;

 The cases are sent to the competent prosecutor's office to examine the evidences. 16 
infringement reports (national funds) were sent. NAO has objected to one decision of non-
prosecution, as there is evidence of crime. Some of these 16 cases are still on-going;

Meeting with the General Prosecutor of Bulgaria, Mr Ivan Geshev
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Mr Ivan Geshev welcomed the delegation, presented his team and expressed his desire in a 
fruitful meeting.

Mr Zdechovský presented the EU delegation and stressed on the need to enhance fight against 
corruption; referred to existing overpricing in the agricultural and roads/metro constructions 
sectors.

Questions by Members focused on the following:

 Many scandals, irregularities, discussed with PM - how to improve the situation with more 
transparency and openness, many auditing / control institutions but no follow-up;

 Courage to fighting oligarchs, misuse of EU funds, higher prices / overpricing of tractors 
and other machineries than DE, NL. The same for the metro and roads. What you can do to 
improve this situation;

 A trend - many signals in the public space, but one impression remains that there are no 
follow-up actions taken. One case - the Largo renovation - the financial effect is within 
BGN 4 million from 2017; the Prosecutor's office checked this case and what actions were 
taken. The quota for European delegated prosecutors has not been filled and what are the 
reasons?

 More and more case where we don’t see any actions and follow-up. It is important to show 
that work done. Some cases are from many years ago. The arrest of Boyko Borissov – no 
follow-up actions. PM is acting as witness, submitted cases of 19 people that should be 
investigated. OLAF provides information;

 76 cases of potential frauds and no follow-up actions. General image of passiveness and of 
no actions;

 What about the Rule of Law. How is Prosecutor`s office dealing with it? New government 
is ready to implement many reforms. Why the prosecution didn’t take any concrete actions? 
Many meetings were held - the main message is that there is no investigation as follow-up;

 What Prosecutor`s office is done with all proceedings. Corruption cases that do not go to 
the court. The case of guesthouses. What about the follow-up actions? Why these cases 
were not proceeded?

 In some countries, PG is the Minister of Justice as in PL. What are the relations between 
GP and the government?

 Cases are often based on media publications; what reforms does GP envisage? The closure 
of a specialised prosecutor's office – what will happen with seizures of the property?

 Much more against oligarchs and more concrete actions and follow-up actions, more 
transparency of the process.

 Barcelona case, Magnistky act.

General Prosecutor’s replies:

 “I am the first prosecutor part of the prosecution, I grew up in the system since 1994 (police 
officer, investigator, prosecutor)”;
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 The state is fighting the Prosecutor's office;

 The specialised prosecutor's office is one of the most effective institutions. This structure 
works, even though it was created with the idea of not working. It closes very quickly in the 
dark and not clear. And the members of the Parliament are not even clear what they voted 
for. The situation returns to pre-2006 levels, even in the 1990s. The Prosecutor's office is 
alone. There is a targeted attack, incl. in the media against the Prosecutor's office. The goal 
is to conquer the institution and use it for the purposes of some institutions;

 At the moment, BG needs strong European control. This decision brings BG back to the 
90s; BG is going back to the situations existing before accession;

 The Ministry of Interior reveals the crimes, the problem is also with them - the way the 
Ministry of Interior is used (15% dismissals). The result is an increase in crimes;

 The case of Largo renovation - sent to the EPPO. It was refused and returned to the 
Bulgarian Prosecutor's Office in the pre-trial phase;

 OLAF - conducts administrative investigations, apparently not all violations are crimes. Not 
all reports reach the Bulgarian Prosecutor's office. AA must control the misuse of European 
funds;

 70 criminal proceedings - self-referred, without signals from others;

 Regarding the guesthouses - the Prosecutor's office started alone an investigation;

 Regarding the delegated European prosecutors – 9 positions filled of 10, as there was no 
one willing;

 Regarding PM – he came with 500 pages of materials from Google, no other evidence and 
a list that differs from the list initially provided by PM;

 The Barcelona case - an unfinished investigation in the Prosecutor's office. A response from 
the Spanish prosecutor's office is waited; the investigation on the Barcelonagate and “gold 
bars/in the house of Borissov/is expected to be concluded in few weeks and the results be 
publicly announced;

 76 cases of fraud - only 16 cases are known;

 The specialised prosecution is recognised by the OSCE as a working one;

 There is a case for the gold bars (in the house of Boyko Borissov) that is being prosecuted;

 Regarding the guesthouses – there are abuses, but cannot be classified as a crime;

 The real problem is the Bulgarian law; There are a lot of legislative problems, that have 
been continuously raised by the General Prosecution; The Penal Code is from 1968 and 
impends them to do their work (e.g. there is no abuse of power from civil servants or 
fraudulent activities related to public procurements);

 Relations with the government - during the Boyko Borissov` government - slightly hesitant 
support, with the current government – no support;

 Specialised prosecution - Tsvetanov and Bozhkov were brought to justice (seizure of BGN 
3 billion). After the closure of the specialised prosecution, such cases will be dispersed in 
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the country, with prosecutors without expertise; it will take time until actions are taken on 
them;

 BG is not at the last place in following-up on OLAF reports. Administrative investigations 
are not all of them crimes; In the case of BG 25% of OLAF investigations turn out to be 
crimes (below 37% EU average);

 According to the report of the European prosecution, BG is one of the countries with many 
cases provided. GP makes great efforts to be adequate;

 Guest houses (in period 2007 – 2013) - the inspection was initiated by the previous PG. 
There are violations. The Prosecutor`s office had not been contacted by the AA or the 
relevant Ministry. 746 projects - 70 cases with abuses. Over 1100 contracts with 
beneficiaries of the RDP. The investigations revealed a legislative problem. Most of the 
declarations have been submitted through procuration, BG law has gaps about bringing 
those people to justice, and this hinders the proceedings. The Prosecutor`s office didn`t 
receive a signal from Ministry of Agriculture, AA, NAO. It was all a personal initiative;

 There are no proven cases for abuse of powers - the text of the law is archaic and cannot be 
used;

 Why there are no effective investigations? - no cooperation with the police;

 Overpricing exists, but as there are no reference prices in the agricultural sector, they cannot 
be prosecuted; Lack of control over the reference values of the assets. Sometimes there are 
agreements with companies to submit concrete prices. The Ministry of Agriculture had 
taken actions;

 The main generator of corruption is the public procurement; Although public procurement 
in infrastructure projects is a main source of corruption, the institution cannot act because 
of limitations in the Penal Code;

 There is a personal pressure on the magistrates; Reforms included in the RRP constitute a 
personal pressure on prosecutors and the Prosecutor General in person; this is a serious 
problem; the GP mentioned that the personal pressure on him is also coming from specific 
media circles sponsored by oligarchs accused by the prosecution;

 Magnistky act is an administrative act of the USA; it is not a penal one. Four out of the six 
persons included in the list were already prosecuted and three sent to Court;

 On Barcelona case – the Prosecutor`s office is working with EUROJUST.
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PRESS CONFERENCE IN EPLO
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5RE0YAm0NA)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5RE0YAm0NA
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ANNEXES

Annex I

Press Conference in Sofia of the Delegation of the EP Committee on Budgetary Control

Media monitoring

Media monitoring before the Conference
EP mission to investigate abuses in Bulgaria
VESTI, Bulgaria, 05.04.2022, 21:58

European Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control will investigate the misuse of 
EU funds in Bulgaria
FAKTOR, Bulgaria, 05.04.2022

European Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control will investigate abuses of EU 
funds in Bulgaria
TRAFFICNEWS, Bulgaria, 05.04.2022, 22:29, 907 views

Members of the European Parliament's Budgetary Committee arrive for a working visit 
in Bulgaria
VESTNIKSTROITEL, Bulgaria, 06.04.2022, 356 views

MEPs come to Bulgaria in April to investigate corruption and misuse of public funds
BURGAS24, Bulgaria, 06.04.2022, 11:29, 220 views

MEPs come to Bulgaria to investigate corruption and misuse of public funds 
NOVINI.BG, Bulgaria, 06.04.2022, 10:55, 901 views

MEPs are coming to Bulgaria. They will investigate the misuse of public funds 
FROGNEWS, Bulgaria, 06.04.2022, 2533 views

MEPs come to Bulgaria to investigate corruption
24CHASA, Bulgaria, 06.04.2022, 10:54, 3968 views

A European inspection arrives in Bulgaria because of the "Houses for relatives" affair
SEGA, Bulgaria, 07.04.2022, 5914 views

European Parliament sends mission to investigate misuse of funds in Bulgaria 
DNEVNIK, Bulgaria, 07.04.2022, 12:21, 8206 views

Three EU institutions will check corruption alerts with EU funds in Bulgaria 
BURGAS24, Bulgaria, 07.04.2022, 09:57, 218 views

European Parliament sends mission to investigate misuse of funds in Bulgaria 
BLAGOEVGRADNEWS, Bulgaria, 07.04.2022

Delegation from the EP's Committee on Budgetary Control will visit Bulgaria BNR, 
Bulgaria, 08.04.2022, 13:14

https://www.vesti.bg/bulgaria/misiia-na-ep-shte-razsledva-zloupotrebi-v-bylgariia-6141000
https://faktor.bg/bg/articles/misiya-na-komisiyata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-na-ep-shte-razsledva-zloupotrebi-s-evrosredstva-u-nas
https://faktor.bg/bg/articles/misiya-na-komisiyata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-na-ep-shte-razsledva-zloupotrebi-s-evrosredstva-u-nas
https://trafficnews.bg/bulgaria/komisiiata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-ep-shte-razsledva-241515/
https://trafficnews.bg/bulgaria/komisiiata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-ep-shte-razsledva-241515/
https://vestnikstroitel.bg/news/274204_%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82-%D0%BF
https://vestnikstroitel.bg/news/274204_%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82-%D0%BF
https://www.burgas24.bg/novini/Bylgaria/Evrodeputati-idvat-v-Bulgariya-prez-april-za-da-razsledvat-korupciya-i-zloupotrebi-s-publichni-sredstva-1245158
https://novini.bg/bylgariya/politika/712974
https://frognews.bg/novini/evrodeputati-idvat-balgariia-shte-razsledvat-zloupotrebi-publichni-sredstva.html
https://www.24chasa.bg/novini/article/11298298
https://segabg.com/hot/category-economy/evroinspekciya-idva-u-nas-zaradi-aferata-kushti-za-tushti
https://www.dnevnik.bg/bulgaria/2022/04/07/4333639_evrokomisiia_izprashta_misiia_koiato_da_razsledva/
https://www.burgas24.bg/novini/Bylgaria/Tri-institucii-na-ES-shte-proveryat-signali-za-korupciya-s-evrofondove-v-Bulgariya-1245838
https://blagoevgrad-news.com/%d0%b5%d0%b2%d1%80%d0%be%d0%bf%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%bb%d0%b0%d0%bc%d0%b5%d0%bd%d1%82%d1%8a%d1%82-%d0%b8%d0%b7%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%b0%d1%89%d0%b0-%d0%bc%d0%b8%d1%81%d0%b8%d1%8f-%d0%ba%d0%be%d1%8f%d1%82%d0%be/
https://bnr.bg/horizont/post/101629069/delegacia-ot-komisiata-po-budjeten-kontrol-na-ep-shte-poseti-balgaria
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Delegation from the EP's Committee on Budgetary Control will visit Bulgaria 
FAKTOR, Bulgaria, 08.04.2022

Delegation from the EP's Committee on Budgetary Control arrives in Bulgaria. When?
SТАNDARTNEWS, 08.04.2022

MEPs from the Committee on Budgetary Control come to Bulgaria to learn about how 
EU funds are managed in Bulgaria and about the fight against corruption
3ENEWS, Bulgaria, 08.04.2022, 168 views

Unexpected: MEPs will stick their noses in…
BLITZ, Bulgaria, 10.04.2022, 22:40, 4755 views

MEPs will investigate reports of corruption in Bulgaria
BGNES NEWS AGENCY, 11.04.2022, 07:46

MEPs will check reports of misuse of public funds
NOVINI.BG, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 06:59, 555 views

Members of the European Parliament's Budgetary Committee arrive for a working visit 
in Bulgaria
24CHASA, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022,  10:43, 460 views

European Parliament mission to investigate corruption with EU funds in Bulgaria
CAPITAL, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 16:07, 2058 views

MEPs arrive to check corruption alerts
FAKTI.BG, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 05:50, 1741 views 

MEPS ARRIVE IN BULGARIA OVER ALLEGATIONS OF CORRUPTION WITH 
PUBLIC FUNDS
BSTV, Bulgaria,  11.04.2022, 15:04

The investigation of MEPs on corruption allegations in Bulgaria begins DARIKNEWS, 
Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 05:59

MEPs will check reports of misuse of public funds
BTVNOVINITE, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 08:52

Delegation from the EP's Committee on Budgetary Control will visit Bulgaria 
PUBLICS, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 08:59

MEPs will investigate reports of misuse of public funds
GOSPODARI, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 49 views

MEPs will investigate reports of corruption in Bulgaria
NOVOUTRO, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022

The delegation from the EP's Committee on Budgetary Control presents the results of 
its mission in Bulgaria
BNR, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 07:22

https://faktor.bg/bg/articles/novini-balgariya-delegatsiya-ot-komisiyata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-na-ep-shte-poseti-balgariya
https://www.standartnews.com/balgariya-politika/delegatsiya-ot-komisiyata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-na-ep-u-nas-koga-489594.html
https://3e-news.net/bg/a/view/32334/evrodeputati-ot-komisijata-po-budjeten-kontrol-idvat-v-bylgarija-da-nauchat-kak-se-upravljavat-evrofondovete-u-nas-i-borbata-s-korupcijata
https://3e-news.net/bg/a/view/32334/evrodeputati-ot-komisijata-po-budjeten-kontrol-idvat-v-bylgarija-da-nauchat-kak-se-upravljavat-evrofondovete-u-nas-i-borbata-s-korupcijata
https://blitz.bg/obshtestvo/neochakvano-evrodeputati-shche-si-vrat-nosa-v_news879455.html
https://bgnes.bg/news/evrodeputati-shche-prouchvat-signali-za-koruptcia-u-nas/
https://novini.bg/bylgariya/syd-i-prokuratura/713667
https://www.24chasa.bg/novini/article/11334929
https://www.24chasa.bg/novini/article/11334929
https://www.capital.bg/politika_i_ikonomika/sviat/2022/04/11/4329796_misiia_na_evropeiskiia_parlament_shte_proveriava/
https://fakti.bg/bulgaria/669213-pristigat-evrodeputati-shte-proveravat-signali-za-korupcia
https://bstv.bg/news/evrodeputati-na-proverka-u-nas-zaradi-tvrdeniia-za-koruptsiia-v-obshchestvenite-fondove
https://bstv.bg/news/evrodeputati-na-proverka-u-nas-zaradi-tvrdeniia-za-koruptsiia-v-obshchestvenite-fondove
https://dariknews.bg/novini/bylgariia/zapochva-proverkata-na-evrodeputati-na-signali-za-korupciia-u-nas-2306809
https://btvnovinite.bg/bulgaria/evrodeputati-shte-proverjavat-zloupotreba-s-obshtestvenite-fondove.html
https://www.publics.bg/bg/news/29403/
https://gospodari.com/evrodeputati-shte-proveryavat-signali-za-zloupotreba-s-obshtestveni-fondove/
https://novoutro.com/novina.php?id=5785&info=evrodeputati-shte-prouchvat-signali-za-koruptziya-u-nas
https://bnr.bg/horizont/post/101631191/delegaciata-ot-komisiata-po-budjeten-kontrol-na-ep-predstava-rezultatite-ot-misiata-si-u-nas
https://bnr.bg/horizont/post/101631191/delegaciata-ot-komisiata-po-budjeten-kontrol-na-ep-predstava-rezultatite-ot-misiata-si-u-nas
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MEPs will check reports of corruption in Bulgaria
PERNIKNEWS, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 26 views

Eurodelegation investigates corruption allegations
PLOVDIVPRESS, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022

MEPs will investigate reports of corruption in Bulgaria
PIRINSKO, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 07:43

Investigation of MEPs on corruption allegations in Bulgaria begins 
SVOBODNOSLOVO, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022

MEPs will investigate allegations of corruption and misuse of funds in Bulgaria  

BUREVESTNIK, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 12:43

EP Budgetary Control Committee Members Visit Sofia
BTA, 11.04.2022, 13:22

Committee of the European Parliament on Budgetary Control on a working visit in 
Bulgaria from 11 to 13 April
FOCUS NEWS AGENCY, 06.04.2022, 9:35

European Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control is visiting Bulgaria 
ECONOMY.BG, 11.04.2022, 13:20, 235 views

The European Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control is on a working visit to 
Bulgaria
BLAGOEVGRADNEWS, Bulgaria,  11.04.2022

The European Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control has arrived in Bulgaria
SMOLYANDNES, Bulgaria, 11.04.2022, 13:45

DELEGATION FROM THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT'S COMMITTEE ON 
BUDGETARY CONTROL IS …
 NOVINI 247, Bulgaria, 12.04.2022, 10:37

EP delegation investigates corruption with EU funds in Bulgaria
ECON, Bulgaria, 12.04.2022, 11:35

MEPs who have been checking corruption alerts will give a press conference 
NOVINI.BG, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 08:06, 336 views

Media monitoring after the Conference
MEPs examined data on misuse of public funds
ENOVINAR, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022

MEPs found violations in the use of EU funds in Bulgaria (Video)
TRUD, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 14:30

MEPs examined data on misuse of public funds
FAKTI.BG, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 12:46, 508 views

https://perniknews.com/balgariya/evrodeputati-shte-proveryavat-signali-za-koruptsia-u-nas/
https://www.plovdiv-press.bg/2022/04/11/%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%8F%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B7/253770/
https://pirinsko.com/evrodeputati-shte-proverqvat-signali-za-korupciq-u-nas-107826.html
https://svobodnoslovo.org/2022/04/11/%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%83%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81/
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%9D%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%95%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%83%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8-%D1%89%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%BF%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B8-%D0%B7%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%83%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B1%D0%B0-%D1%81-%D1%84%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5-%D1%83-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81/n12005
https://bta.bg/en/news/economy/249676-chlenove-na-ep-ot-komisiyata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-sa-na-poseshtenie-v-so
http://www.focus-news.net/news/2022/04/06/2941672/komisiyata-na-evropeyskiya-parlament-po-byudzheten-kontrol-na-rabotno-poseshtenie-v-balgariya-ot-11-do-13-april.html
http://www.focus-news.net/news/2022/04/06/2941672/komisiyata-na-evropeyskiya-parlament-po-byudzheten-kontrol-na-rabotno-poseshtenie-v-balgariya-ot-11-do-13-april.html
https://www.economy.bg/bulgaria/view/50385/Komisiyata-po-bjudzheten-kontrol-na-Ep-e-na-poseshtenie-u-nas
https://blagoevgrad-news.com/%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82-%D0%BF/
https://blagoevgrad-news.com/%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82-%D0%BF/
https://www.smolyandnes.com/komisiyata-po-byudzheten-kontrol-na-evropeyskiya-parlament-pristigna-v-balgariya
https://novini247.com/novini/delegatsiya-ot-komisiyata-po-byudjeten-kontrol-na-evropeyskiya-parlament-e_4315489.html
https://novini247.com/novini/delegatsiya-ot-komisiyata-po-byudjeten-kontrol-na-evropeyskiya-parlament-e_4315489.html
https://econ.bg/%D0%94%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%95%D0%9F-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%8F%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%BF%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B2-%D0%91%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F_l.a_i.794188.html
https://novini.bg/bylgariya/syd-i-prokuratura/714084
https://enovinar.com/evrodeputati-proveriha-danni-za-zloupotrebi-s-obsthestvenite-fondove/
https://trud.bg/%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%83%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%83%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5-%D1%83-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81-%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BE/
https://fakti.bg/bulgaria/670048-evrodeputati-proveriha-danni-za-zloupotrebi-s-obshtestvenite-fondove
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MEPs found violations with EU funds
FAKTI.BG, Bulgaria, 13.03.2022, 13;30, 2764 views

Several times more expensive construction and agriculture equipment has been bought 
with money from EU funds
FAKTI.BG, Bulgaria, 14.04.2022, 01:46, 2383 views

MEPs: Bulgaria has bought several times more expensive construction and agriculture 
equipment
BNT, Bulgaria , 20:04, 13.04.2022

MEPs found several violations in the use of EU funds in Bulgaria
BGONAIR, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 14:05

EP: We return EU funds from guesthouses
TVEVROPA, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022

Bulgarian roads - several times more expensive than those in the Netherlands 
MEDIAPOOL, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 19:08

MEPs: There must be simplification of the management and control of EU funds in 
Bulgaria
PLOVDIV24 Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 20:28, 605 views

European Parliament delegation: Worrying that there is no progress on 'Barcelona gate' 
and Borisov's photos
DNEVNIK, 13.04.2022, 17:57, 2988 views

Fight against corruption: delegation of the EP visited Bulgaria as part of the monitoring 
of the current state in the country
VESTNIKStroitel, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 264 views

MEPs found abuses of EU funds in Bulgaria and lack of investigation EUROACTIV, 
Bulgaria, 13.04.2022

Bulgaria has reform ambitions, but also many obstacles to them, reports EP committee
DNESPLUS, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 15:26

An EP delegation has revealed how prices have swelled at times in public procurement 
for road repairs and construction 

ACTUALNO, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 13:33, 1490 views

They will confiscate the fined guest houses if the owners do not pay the penalties
ACTUALNO, Bulgaria, 14.04.2022, 11:30, 2526 views

EP delegation reveals misuse of EU funds
ISKRA, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 9 views

MEPs: Bulgaria has bought times more expensive construction and agriculture 
equipment
TRAFFICNEWS, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 21:30, 2470 views

https://fakti.bg/bulgaria/670064-evrodeputati-otkriha-narushenia-s-evrofondovete
https://fakti.bg/bulgaria/670243-kupuvana-e-v-pati-po-skapa-tehnika-za-stroitelstvo-i-selsko-stopanstvo-s-pari-ot-evrofondovete
https://fakti.bg/bulgaria/670243-kupuvana-e-v-pati-po-skapa-tehnika-za-stroitelstvo-i-selsko-stopanstvo-s-pari-ot-evrofondovete
https://bntnews.bg/news/evrodeputati-balgariya-e-kupuvala-v-pati-po-skapa-tehnika-za-stroitelstvo-i-selsko-stopanstvo-1191653news.html
https://bntnews.bg/news/evrodeputati-balgariya-e-kupuvala-v-pati-po-skapa-tehnika-za-stroitelstvo-i-selsko-stopanstvo-1191653news.html
https://www.bgonair.bg/a/2-bulgaria/262139-evrodeputati-otkriha-reditsa-narusheniya-pri-izpolzvaneto-na-evrofondove-u-nas
https://www.tvevropa.com/2022/04/ep-vrashtame-evrosredstvata-ot-kashtite-za-gosti/
https://www.mediapool.bg/balgarskite-patishta---v-pati-po-skapi-ot-tezi-v-niderlandiya-news334542.html
https://www.plovdiv24.bg/novini/Bylgaria/Evrodeputati-V-Bulgariya-tryabva-da-ima-oprostyavane-na-upravlenieto-i-kontrol-na-sredstvata-ot-ES-1249856
https://www.plovdiv24.bg/novini/Bylgaria/Evrodeputati-V-Bulgariya-tryabva-da-ima-oprostyavane-na-upravlenieto-i-kontrol-na-sredstvata-ot-ES-1249856
https://www.dnevnik.bg/evropa/2022/04/13/4336066_delegaciia_na_evroparlamenta_trevojno_e_che_niama/?fbclid=IwAR34HVxT66Mxxi4hcwMnzlQt5r06_dzzYYMtkE6jG2FgsHFI2BqCoW-4nP0
https://www.dnevnik.bg/evropa/2022/04/13/4336066_delegaciia_na_evroparlamenta_trevojno_e_che_niama/?fbclid=IwAR34HVxT66Mxxi4hcwMnzlQt5r06_dzzYYMtkE6jG2FgsHFI2BqCoW-4nP0
https://vestnikstroitel.bg/news/274770_%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0-%D1%81-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%BF%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%BF-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81
https://vestnikstroitel.bg/news/274770_%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0-%D1%81-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%BF%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%BF-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81
https://euractiv.bg/section/%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B0/news/%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%83%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0-%D0%B7%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%83%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B1%D0%B8-%D1%81-%D0%B5/
https://dnesplus.bg/bulgaria/bulgaria-ima-ambitsii-za-reformi-no-i-mnogo-prechki-pred-tyah-otchita-komisia-na-ep_1074721
https://www.actualno.com/crime/delegacija-ot-ep-razkri-kak-v-obshtestveni-porychki-za-remont-i-stroej-na-pytishta-cenite-nabybvat-s-pyti-news_1739137.html
https://www.actualno.com/crime/delegacija-ot-ep-razkri-kak-v-obshtestveni-porychki-za-remont-i-stroej-na-pytishta-cenite-nabybvat-s-pyti-news_1739137.html
https://www.actualno.com/crime/shte-konfiskuvat-globenite-kyshti-za-gosti-ako-sobstvenicite-ne-platjat-sankciite-news_1739365.html
https://www.iskra.bg/delegatsia-na-ep-razkri-zloupotrebi-s-evrofondove/
https://trafficnews.bg/bulgaria/evrodeputati-balgariia-e-kupuvala-pati-po-skapa-tehnika-242269/
https://trafficnews.bg/bulgaria/evrodeputati-balgariia-e-kupuvala-pati-po-skapa-tehnika-242269/
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An EP delegation revealed data on abuses by EU funds in Bulgaria
DARIKNEWS, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 12:55

MEPs: There must be simplification of the management and control of EU funds in 
Bulgaria
BURGAS24, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 19:33, 275 views

Bulgaria has reform ambitions, but also many obstacles to them, EP committee reports
24CHASA, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 13:35, 1740 views

MEPs found violations of the use of EU funds in Bulgaria
VESTI, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 13:41

MEPs found violations with the use of EU funds in Bulgaria
BNR, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 13:08

MEPs found violations in the use of EU funds in Bulgaria
CROSS, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 16:15

MEPs found violations in the use of EU funds in Bulgaria
NOVA, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 19:34

Violations in the use of EU funds in Bulgaria revealed
DNES, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 17:00

MEPs found violations of the use of EU funds in Bulgaria
FROGNEWS, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 2165 views

Visiting MEPs Urge Improving Control on Use of EU Funds in Bulgaria
BTA, Bulgaria, 13.04.2022, 14:22

MEPs visit Bulgaria to probe corruption first-hand
EUOBSERVER, Belgium, 13.04.2022, 16:15

SOFIA - An EU mission in Bulgaria has identified shortcomings in the handling of 
funding from Brussels and in the fight against corruption.
AD HOC NEWS, Germany, 13.04.2022, 14:25

Mission calls for transparency in EU funding in Bulgaria
EU-INFO DEUTSCHLAND,  13.04.2022, 14:12

Mission calls for transparency in EU funding in Bulgaria
YAHOO FINANZEN, Germany, 13.04.2022, 

In 10 days, new Barcelonagate revelations await
SEGA, Bulgaria, 14.04.2022, 4554 views

Mission calls for transparency in EU funding in Bulgaria
HANDELSBLATT, Germany, 13.04.2022

Mission calls for transparency in EU funding in Bulgaria
DAILYADVENT,Germany, 13.04.22 14:26 

https://dariknews.bg/novini/bylgariia/delegaciia-ot-ep-razkri-danni-za-zloupotrebi-ot-evrofondove-u-nas-2307173
https://www.burgas24.bg/novini/mejdunarodni/Evrodeputati-V-Bulgariya-tryabva-da-ima-oprostyavane-na-upravlenieto-i-kontrol-na-sredstvata-ot-ES-1249858
https://www.burgas24.bg/novini/mejdunarodni/Evrodeputati-V-Bulgariya-tryabva-da-ima-oprostyavane-na-upravlenieto-i-kontrol-na-sredstvata-ot-ES-1249858
https://www.24chasa.bg/novini/article/11353921
https://www.vesti.bg/bulgaria/evrodeputati-otkriha-narusheniia-na-izpolzvaneto-na-evrofondove-u-nas-6141470
https://bnr.bg/post/101631436/delegaciata-na-komisiata-po-budjeten-kontrol-otkri-narushenia-na-izpolzvaneto-na-evrofondove
https://www.cross.bg/vuzstanoveni-delegatziyata-evropeiiskiya-1689198.html
https://nova.bg/news/view/2022/04/13/365057/%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%83%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%83%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5-%D1%83-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81/
https://www.dnes.bg/politika/2022/04/13/razkriha-narusheniia-pri-izpolzvaneto-na-evrofondove-u-nas.526792
https://frognews.bg/novini/evrodeputati-otkriha-narusheniia-izpolzvaneto-evrofondove-nas.html
https://bta.bg/en/news/bulgaria/rss/251059-visiting-meps-urge-improving-control-on-use-of-eu-funds-in-bulgaria
https://euobserver.com/rule-of-law/154730
https://www.ad-hoc-news.de/wirtschaft/sofia-eine-eu-mission-hat-in-bulgarien-maengel-beim-umgang-mit/62635719
https://www.ad-hoc-news.de/wirtschaft/sofia-eine-eu-mission-hat-in-bulgarien-maengel-beim-umgang-mit/62635719
https://www.eu-info.de/dpa-europaticker/315916.html
https://de.finance.yahoo.com/nachrichten/mission-fordert-transparenz-eu-finanzierung-122148899.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAEqMurn9ikADcRejqWwZ8dLVO8hzjsLlmMdhpXhGpakvdAhr_B1Fg0xKy8Vf5Wb0uDlZoauQtOZ6MVl-YlaCyfNAKuwcpjrsgKUdNC6nOYWxOxed11_l5DAX09XeISkDnjTL0c03QrNzQ7jKDZcs7T67G4EFqpeaUck43dQXXW7N
https://segabg.com/hot/category-bulgaria/sled-10-dni-se-chakat-novi-razkritiya-po-barselonageyt
https://www.handelsblatt.com/dpa/konjunktur/wirtschaft-handel-und-finanzen-mission-fordert-transparenz-bei-eu-finanzierung-in-bulgarien/28251692.html
https://www.dailyadvent.com/de/news/c5dcf4161bcc8e6131e17ae7b5b78a54
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Mission calls for transparency in EU funding in Bulgaria
BOERSE, Germany, 13.04.22 14:26

“Inaction and lack of answers”: Ivan Geshev promised to MEPs progress on 
#барселонагейт within 15 
days https://bivol.bg/%d0%b1%d0%b5%d0%b7%d0%b4%d0%b5%d0%b9%d1%81%d1%8
2%d0%b2%d0%b8%d0%b5-%d0%b8-%d0%bb%d0%b8%d0%bf%d1%81%d0%b0-
%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%be%d1%82%d0%b3%d0%be%d0%b2%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8-
%d0%b8%d0%b2.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMIgjRQU2TE&t=496s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrxEA7Nm6OU

ON AIR MONITORING
NOVA News, Central Emission - 13.04.2020

MEPs’ recommendations to Bulgaria 

Nova TV - 13 Apr 2022 - [ Video Broadcast Time 19:00, Duration 1 ] 

During their meetings with the Prime Minister, the Prosecutor General and other 
representatives of institutions, MEPs were informed of the misuse of EU funds at the 
municipal level. There are also problems with public procurement and infrastructure projects. 
MEPs did not gave specific examples but expected the prosecution to be more active. Despite 
the criticism, European money for Bulgaria is at risk. Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP, CZ): “It is 
not about Brussels’ money, but about our and your money, so we must exercise control. We 
expect the Bulgarian authorities to implement changes in the fight against corruption. 
Investigations have not yielded any results so far.” 19.00-19.01 National TV: (NTV)

BNT News, Central Emission  - 13.04.2020

BTV News, Central Emission - 13.04.2022 (min. 16:08)

MEPs from the Committee on Budgetary Control find corruption and misuse of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which are not being investigated 

BTV - 13 Apr 2022 - [ Video Broadcast Time 19:13, Duration 1 ] 

MEPs from the Committee on Budgetary Control found corruption and misuse of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which are not being investigated. The main problems are related to infrastructure 
projects and public procurement. EUR 24 million illegally used for the so-called guest houses 
have already been restored to Brussels. However, the money has been paid from the state and 
the NRA is about to collect it from the violators. So far, 105 cases of misuse of EU funds 
have been reported to the European Public Prosecutor's Office. Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D, 
BG): “After all, we must rely on the Bulgarian system to do its job. It turned out that the 
judiciary and the Prosecutor's Office are the really weak point. We should not count on and 
rely solely on European institutions.” 19:13-19:14 National TV: (BTV)

https://www.boerse.de/nachrichten/Mission-fordert-Transparenz-bei-EU-Finanzierung-in-Bulgarien/33707993?fr=operanews
https://youtu.be/sxAhbGxipnw?t=2005
https://youtu.be/1sO7upV1-rk?t=2277
https://btvplus.bg/produkt/novini/39007/btv-novinite-centralna-emisija-13-04-2022
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BGONAIR, Central Emission - 13.04.2022 (min. 24:38)

BSTV, Central Emission - 13.04.2022 (min. 15:45)

TVEVROPA, Central Emission - 13.04.2022

 

Number of articles:  78

On air emissions: 6 

Total article views: 58 338

Monitoring concluded on April 15, 2022, 11:00 CET

https://www.bgonair.bg/a/185-novinite-on-air/262184-tsentralna-emisiya
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE95z4LK9oo
https://www.tvevropa.com/2022/04/evroparlamentat-prashta-delegatsiya-da-razsledva-zloupotrebi-s-evrosredstva-u-nas/
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A delegation from the EP Committee on Budgetary Control / Делегация от комисията 
по бюджетен контрол на Европейския парламент
Bulgaria National Radio/Horizont - 11 Apr 2022 - [ Radio Broadcast Time 12:07, Duration 1 
] 
A delegation from the European Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control will visit 
Bulgaria. MEPs will look into allegations of corruption and misuse of public funds, and how 
they affect the EU's financial interests. They will meet with government officials responsible 
for managing EU funds, as well as NGOs and investigative journalists. "This inspection was 
planned in 2020 and confirmed in 2021. Unfortunately, we could not conduct it last year due to 
the parliamentary elections in the country and it has been postponed for now. It will cover the 
last 10 years and concerning the previous government’s term", MEP Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D, 
BG), who is part of the delegation, told BNR. 12:07-12:08 National Radio: (BNR)

Tsvetelina Penkova: Mechanisms will be sought so that the prosecutor general can be investigated / 
Цветелина Пенкова: Ще се търсят механизми, за да може да се разследва главният прокурор 
Fakti.bg - 16 Apr 2022 - Web 
There were many signals from the European Commission, from OLAF, many scandals and 
signals that cannot be confirmed. The delegation was composed of colleagues from different 
countries. All signals are clear but there is no punishment. No one can answer why there are 
no European cases and why the committies cannot find enough evidence, MEP Tsvetelina 
Penkova (S&D, BG) said on Eurocom TV's Eurodicoff about the corrupt practices in 
Bulgaria. "Mechanisms will be sought so that the prosecutor general can be investigated. The 
argument was that the prosecutor general is clearly untouchable. The European prosecutor's 
office will start investigating money laundering, in addition to misuse of European funds," 
Penkova said. Online media: (fakti.bg)

https://fakti.bg/bulgaria/670907-cvetelina-penkova-shte-se-tarsat-mehanizmi-za-da-moje-da-se-razsledva-glavniat-prokuror
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EP’s Committee on Budgetary Control expects real results in the fight against corruption / 
Комисията по бюджетен контрол в ЕП очаква реални резултати в борбата с корупцията 

Stroitel - 16 Apr 2022 - Printed (p16) 
“The EP will work with the Bulgarian authorities to find constructive solutions for better, 
more efficient and effective investment of EU funds, while ensuring the protection of 
European and national financial interests and improving the lives of Bulgarian citizens,” said 
the Chair of the Delegation of the Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) Tomasz 
Zdechowski (EPP, CZ) during a press conference in Sofia. MEPs were in Bulgaria for 3 days 
to investigate allegations of corruption and misuse of public funds in Bulgaria with a potential 
impact on the EU’s financial interests. National press: (Stroitel Weekly – p. 16)
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Tsvetelina Penkova: In-house procedures are a problem for projects with European money / 
Цветелина Пенкова: Ин-хаус процедурите са проблем за проектите с европари 

24chasa.bg - 15 Apr 2022 - Web 
Analyzes show that in 70-80% of cases, only one company has reached the last stage of the 
procurement process. In recent years, awarding has massively taken place under the so-called 
in-house procedures. And the public procurement process is designed to meet the conditions 
offered by a particular tenderer, rather than taking into account how to achieve greater added 
value and efficiency for society, which is one of the main objectives of European funding. 
Other problems include ineligible and unjustified costs given the scope and objectives of 
project proposals, corruption and abuse of office, conflict of interest, low administrative 
capacity and lack of transparency. The inspection showed systemic problems in the last 10 
years of CEDB’s rule. Online media: (24chasa.bg, rusenews.eu)

https://www.24chasa.bg/mnenia/article/11367193
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All taxpayers pay for the guest houses fraud scheme / Всички данъкоплатци плащат 
злоупотребите с къщи за гости 

Segabg.com - 14 Apr 2022 - Web 
"We looked at the overall picture and the systematic misuse of European funds in public 
procurement projects, mainly related to infrastructure, the so-called guest houses. The Largo 
renovation project in Sofia and the Barcelona house case were also discussed," MEP 
Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D, BG), part of the delegation of the EP Committee on Budgetary 
Control, which has recently visited Bulgaria, announced. According to MEP Tomáš 
Zdechovský (EPP, CZ), the Barcelonagate case has been discussed in great depth. He 
explained that the investigation continued and in 10 days there would be more information 
from Eurojust. Bulgaria has restored EUR 24 million to the European budget for abuses 
related to guest houses built with EU grants. Unfortunately, this money was paid through the 
national budget, i.e. with the money of all taxpayers, not of the offenders. MEP Viola Von 
Cramon-Taubadel (Greens/EFA, DE) said. "All violators involved in the guest house scheme 
have been reported to the National Revenue Agency and it is only a matter of time for the 
NRA to collect the money back," MEP Andrey Novakov (EPP, BG) said. Online media: 
(segabg.com); National press: (19 minuti – p. 4);

https://segabg.com/node/212290
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Five questions to MEP Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D, BG): In-house procedures and public 
procurement for specific companies are a problem for EU-funded projects / 5 въпроса към 
евродепутатката Цветелина Пенкова: Инхаус процедурите и обществените поръчки за 
конкретни фирми са проблем за проектите с европари 
24 chasa - 15 Apr 2022 - Printed (p13) 
Analysis show that in 70-80% of all cases, only one company has passed to the last stage of 
the procurement process. In recent years, mass awarding has taken place under the so-called 
in-house procedures. The public procurement process is designed to meet the conditions 
offered by a particular tenderer, rather than taking into account how to achieve greater added 
value and efficiency for society, which is one of the main objectives of European funding. 
Other problems include ineligible and unjustified costs given the scope and objectives of 
project proposals, corruption and abuse of office, conflict of interest, low administrative 
capacity and lack of transparency. The inspection showed systemic problems in the last 10 
years of GERB's rule. Key manipulations are visible in the implementation of public 
procurements, as well as abuses and corrupt practices in "large" infrastructure projects and the 
guest houses. According to information from the European Commission and OLAF, the facts 
of large-scale misuse of EU funds in this regard have been confirmed. National press: (24 
chasa – p. 13)



CR\1259228EN.docx 55/87 PE732.539v02-00

EN

NRA forcibly collects nearly EUR 30 million over "guest houses" scheme which are already returned 
to Brussels / НАП принудително събира близо € 30 млн. от "къщите за гости", вече върнати на 
Брюксел 

24 chasa - 14 Apr 2022 - Printed (p4) 
Misused EU funds were recovered to the European budget with resources from the state 
budget and all beneficiaries who misused the funds were reported to the NRA for forced 
collection and seizure, MEP Andrey Novakov (EPP, BG). The EP may request a suspension 
of funds from a member state but more evidence of abuse is needed, members of the EP 
Committee on Budgetary Control said. Andrey Novakov agreed with Tsvetelina Penkova 
(S&D, BG), recalling that Bulgaria had not had any operational programme approved, so no 
money was at risk. National press: (24 Chasa – p. 4)
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EP Committee: Bulgaria has ambitions for reforms but also encounters many obstacles / 
България има амбиции за реформи, но и много пречки пред тях, отчита комисия на ЕП 

24chasa.bg - 13 Apr 2022 - Web 
"The figure of the prosecutor general is not the key in the fight against corruption but a 
functioning system. There are also positive signs in Bulgaria, such as the ambition for quick 

https://www.24chasa.bg/novini/article/11353921
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reforms, but it is hampered by many obstacles," MEP Sophia in 't Veld (Renew, NL), part of 
the delegation of MEPs from the Committee on Budgetary Control, which visited Bulgaria, 
said. The European funds for Bulgaria are in no way at risk at this stage, Tsvetelina Penkova 
(S&D, BG) is positive. MEP Andrey Novakov (EPP, BG) agreed with her. He recalled that 
Bulgaria had not had any operational programme approved, so no money was at risk of 
suspension. Online media: (24chasa.bg, + 30 Internet sites)
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MEPs: Bulgaria has ambitions for reforms / Евродепутати: България има амбиции за реформи 
Duma - 14 Apr 2022 - Printed (p3) 
Bulgaria has ambitions for quick reforms but they are also hampered by many obstacles, 
Sophia in 't Veld (Renew, NL) said on 13 April. She is part of the delegation of MEPs from 
the Committee on Budgetary Control, which also included also MEP Tsvetelina Penkova 
(S&D, BG). "The situation in Bulgaria has changed. The elected regular government has a 
very ambitious anti-corruption program. We met again with the Prosecutor General but I do 
not feel that significant progress has been made," Sophia in 't Veld said. She clarified that the 
problem in Bulgaria was the lack of investigations and prosecution actions. National press: 
(Duma – p. 3)
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MEPs find violations in the use of EU funds in Bulgaria / Евродепутати откриха 
нарушения при използването на еврофондове у нас 
trud.bg - 13 Apr 2022 - Web 
MEPs from the delegation from the Committee on Budgetary Control have identified a 
number of violations of the use of EU funds. This became clear at the final press conference 
of the delegation. "The misused EU funds were restored to the European budget from the state 
budget and all beneficiaries who misused them were reported to the NRA for forced 
collection and seizure," Andrey Novakov (EPP, BG) said. Online media: (trud.bg)

https://trud.bg/%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%83%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%83%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5-%D1%83-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81-%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BE/
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EP delegation reveals how prices increase in public procurement for road repairs and 
construction / Делегация от ЕП разкри как в обществени поръчки за ремонт и строеж на 
пътища цените набъбват с пъти 

Actualno.com - 13 Apr 2022 - Web 

https://www.actualno.com/crime/delegacija-ot-ep-razkri-kak-v-obshtestveni-porychki-za-remont-i-stroej-na-pytishta-cenite-nabybvat-s-pyti-news_1739137.html
https://www.actualno.com/crime/delegacija-ot-ep-razkri-kak-v-obshtestveni-porychki-za-remont-i-stroej-na-pytishta-cenite-nabybvat-s-pyti-news_1739137.html
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We received an overview of how European funds are spent and absorbed. We need to know 
how each euro is spent. We expect the Bulgarian authorities to make real reforms in the 
judiciary and the prosecution. So far, there have been no visible results, Tomáš Zdechovský 
(EPP, CZ) said at a press conference of MEPs from the Committee on Budgetary Control, 
which was on a three-day visit to Sofia. "We looked at the big picture and systemic abuses. 
They are in several directions. There is a problem with public procurement, infrastructure 
projects and construction contracts," Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D, BG) said. She added there 
was evidence of fraud with EU funds. "We can ask for these funds to be stopped. 
Transparency needs to be improved. We met with the Prime Minister and we were assured 
of an anti-corruption fight," Penkova explained. Online media: (actualno.com)
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An EP delegation reveals data on the misuse of EU funds in Bulgaria / Делегация от ЕП разкри 
данни за злоупотреби от еврофондове у нас 

dariknews.bg - 13 Apr 2022 - Web 
MEPs presented data after their inspection into suspicions of misuse of public funds in 
Bulgaria. During their stay in Bulgaria, the delegation led by Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP, CZ) 
met with representatives of civil society, investigative journalists, the Bulgarian audit 
authority and the body that manages and monitors EU funds. MEPs, including Andrey 
Novakov (EPP, BG) pointed out the main problem areas in Bulgaria. They revealed 
overpricing in public procurements for the repair and construction of roads or agricultural 
programmes. Online media: (dariknews.bg)
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105 cases of abuse have been reported to the European Public Prosecutor's Office / 105 случая на 
злоупотреби са докладвани в Европейската прокуратура 

Btvnovinite.bg - 13 Apr 2022 - Web 
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There are corruption and uninvestigated misuse of EU funds – these are some of the findings 
of MEPs from the Committee on Budgetary Control, who visited Sofia. The main problems 
are related to infrastructure projects and public procurement. The EUR 24 million illegally 
used for so-called guest houses have already been restored to Brussels. However, the money 
has been paid by the state and the NRA is about to collect it from violators. "In the end, we 
cannot do Bulgaria’s job. We must rely on the Bulgarian system for this. The judiciary and 
the Prosecutor's Office are the weak points," MEP Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D, BG) said. "We 
also met with the Prosecutor General. "We have not observed much progress since our last 
visit in September," MEP Sophia in ‘t Veld (Renew, NL) said. Online media: (btvnovinite.bg)
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ANNEX II

EU Funds Executive Agency (AEUFEA)



CR\1259228EN.docx 67/87 PE732.539v02-00

EN



PE732.539v02-00 68/87 CR\1259228EN.docx

EN



CR\1259228EN.docx 69/87 PE732.539v02-00

EN



PE732.539v02-00 70/87 CR\1259228EN.docx

EN



CR\1259228EN.docx 71/87 PE732.539v02-00

EN



PE732.539v02-00 72/87 CR\1259228EN.docx

EN



CR\1259228EN.docx 73/87 PE732.539v02-00

EN



PE732.539v02-00 74/87 CR\1259228EN.docx

EN

ANNEX III

Anti-Fraud Coordination Services Directorate (AFCOS)
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ANNEX IV

List of participants 
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Group

Country

Mr Tomáš ZDECHOVSKÝ - Leader of the mission EPP Czechia

Ms Tsvetelina PENKOVA S&D Bulgaria

Ms Sophia IN 'T VELD RE Netherlands

Ms Viola von CRAMON TAUBADEL Greens/EFA Germany

Mr Joachim KUHS ID Germany

Mr Ryszard CZARNECKI ECR Poland

Accompanying Members („out of quota” Members) (1)

Mr Andrey NOVAKOV EPP Bulgaria

CONT Committee Secretariat (2)

Ana Maria Nogueira (AD)

Kameliya Velcheva (AST)

Political Group Advisers (5)

Nicole Wirtz EPP

Beata Jurik RE

Aleksandra Podsadowska Greens/EFA

Davide Quadri ID

Michał Czykierda ECR

Interpretation team  (7) - BG-EN-DE

Susan Rollin Teamleader

Dietrich Schneider

Ulrike Egger
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 Mr Teodor Stoychev
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 Ms Annemie Turtelboom

European Commission (observer)

 Mr Catalin Gheran - DAC - Joint Audit Directorate for Cohesion policy – Unit DAC 4
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