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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgetary Control calls on  the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Development and the Committee on Budgets call on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committees responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the Lisbon Treaty reinforced the role of the European Parliament to ensure 
coherence and democratic accountability;

B. whereas setting up trust funds and going beyond the EU’s budgetary rules undermines 
the principle of a single budget and creates a number of issues in terms of transparency 
and accountability;

C. whereas the Facility for Refugees in Turkey (FRT) differs from the other EU trust 
funds, mainly because it remains embedded within the budget of the EU;

1. Reiterates that these should be considered exceptional or emergency-led instruments 
whose added value and effects on the ground should be well justified and monitored;

2. Stresses that the need to create such trust funds is partly a consequence of the EU 
budget being structurally underfinanced and lacking possibilities to finance unexpected 
needs;

3. Insists on the need to ensure that the objectives of the FRT are consistent with the EU’s 
general principles, policies and objectives, including democracy, the rule of law and 
human rights;

4. Calls on the Commission to better address refugees’ needs for municipal infrastructure 
and socio-economic support, in order to improve the streamlining and complementarity 
of the assistance provided to them;

5. Calls on the Commission to address the need to improve the operating environment for 
civil society organisations and the Turkish authorities;

6. Underlines the need to make sure strict monitoring exercises and audits are carried out 
to ensure compliance with the Financial Regulation; invites the Commission to scale up 
reporting on the FRT and asks it to ensure that these funds specifically target refugee 
projects and are not used for any other purposes;

7. Recognises the difficulties encountered in this kind of undertaking, due to different 
factors such as diversity of the target groups and location;

8. Stresses that the actions under each strand of the FRT will achieve more value for 
money if they are part of an integrated approach; 

9. Calls on the Commission to implement a strategy for the transition from humanitarian to 
development assistance and to improve the efficiency of cash assistance projects;
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10. Notes with appreciation the efforts and measures taken by the EU and its Member 
States to support refugees in Turkey; regrets, however, the general public’s lack of 
knowledge about these actions.


