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ACTA
de la reunión del 11 de junio de 2020, de las 9.00 a las 12.00 horas
BRUSELAS – visioconferencia
La reunión comienza el jueves 11 de junio de 2020, a las 9.08 horas, bajo la presidencia de Monika Hohlmeier (presidenta).
1.	Aprobación del orden del día
Se aprueba el orden del día en la forma reflejada por la presente acta.
2.	Aprobación de actas de reuniones
	21 de enero de 2020	PV – PE646.893v01-00
	28 de enero de 2020	PV – PE647.139v01-00
	19-20 de febrero de 2020	PV – PE650.526v01-00
Se aprueban las actas.
3.	Comunicaciones de la presidencia
	La presidenta atrae la atención de los miembros sobre la información contenida en el boletín CONT News.
4.	Audiencia pública sobre la ejecución de los fondos de la UE: hacia unos sistemas de gestión y control más eficaces en el marco de la gestión compartida (los instrumentos de evaluación de riesgos, la condicionalidad y el futuro papel de la Fiscalía Europea)
	CONT/9/03136

Ponente: Ramona Strugariu (Renew)

	Audiencia (véase el programa incluido en el boletín CONT News)

Intervienen: Monika Hohlmeier, Ramona Strugariu, Joost Korte (Comisión Europea, director general de Empleo, Asuntos Sociales e Inclusión), Atanas Tchobanov (periodista de investigación, BG), Laura Stefan (experta rumana para el Estado de derecho, la Comisión Europea y el Consejo de Europa ), Jeroen Lenaers, Isabel García Muñoz, Joachim Kuhs, Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel, Angelika Winzig, Andrey Novakov, Caterina Chinnici, comisario Didier Reynders, Tony Murphy (TCE, decano de la Sala V), Kaisa Saarinen (especialista principal, ministerio finlandés de Economía y Empleo), Maximilian Wohlgschaft (jefe del departamento de Subsidios y Pagos del ministerio de Agricultura de Baviera), Marc Lemaître (Comisión Europea, director general de la DG REGIO), Tomáš Zdechovský, Katalin Cseh.
A puerta cerrada – sin interpretación
5.	Puertas giratorias y conflictos de intereses
	CONT/9/03138
	Intercambio de puntos de vista con Gianmarco Di Vita (director general del SEAE)

Intervienen: Monika Hohlmeier, Gianmarco Di Vita (director general del SEAE), Daniel Freund.

***

6.	Asuntos varios

7.	Próximas reuniones
	25 de junio de 2020 (Bruselas)
	6 de julio de 2020 (Bruselas)


La reunión termina a las 12.02 horas.
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ISSUE N°6 - 11 JUNE 2020
NEWSLETTER

COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY, 11 JUNE 2020
9.00 – 12.00
Remote participation of Members
Any Members present in Brussels can attend the meeting in room József Antall (JAN) 4Q1



1.	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.



2.	CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Chair draws attention to the following points: 


Languages available

FR, DE, IT, EN, ES, CS, PL and RO.


Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed (points 1 to 3) and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.



	


3.	PUBLIC HEARING: IMPLEMENTATION OF EU FUNDS
[image: ]CONT/9/03136
Public Hearing on Implementation of EU funds: towards more effective management and control systems under shared management (i.e. risk assessment tools, conditionality and future role of EPPO)

Rapporteur: 	Ramona Strugariu (Renew)
Administrator: 	Benoît Lefort

This public hearing will focus on the current situation concerning prevention and remedies of errors and fraud in shared management and it will also discuss possible ways Member States and the Commission can respond to shortcomings in shared management. Confirmed speakers include representatives from the Commission, the European Court of Auditors, from regional/national authorities and also an investigative journalist and an expert on rule of law, see Programme below.

[image: F:\Arborescence ongoing work\CONT activities\Hearings, Seminars, Workshops, Conferences\2020\Implementation of EU funds_June 2020\9_Poster\A3 Public Hearing_11 June_4Q1_rev.jpg]The first panel will allow the Commission to present its role to make sure that EU funds are well managed and controlled effectively in shared management. Then the European Court of Auditors will explain possible improvements to make management and control systems more effectives. These institutional points of view will be completed by a journalist’s and an independent expert’s perspectives on the effectiveness of the cooperation between the Commission and Member States and the scope for reform of the existing legal framework. 

The second panel will start with a presentation by Commissioner for Justice Didier Reynders on how conditionality, rule of law and the EPPO will be beneficial to shared management. Then Member States’ representatives at both national and regional levels will share their experiences on the cooperation with the Commission, identify any shortcomings and areas for improvement and provide any input, advice or suggestion on how management and control systems in shared management programs could be made more effective. Finally, the Commission is to present the existing tools of the Commission on how to address weaknesses in management and control systems under shared management. 

More information about this public hearing and information available on the 
CONT website.



FINAL PROGRAMME
Public remote hearing on
“Implementation of EU funds: towards more effective management and control systems under shared management (i.e. risk assessment tools, conditionality and future role of EPPO)”
11 June 2020 (9.00-11.00)
Brussels,
Room: JAN 4Q1
	9:00 - 9:05
	Opening remarks and introduction by the Chair, Ms Hohlmeier

	9:05 - 9:10
	Opening remarks by the Rapporteur, Ms Strugariu

	9:10 - 9:45
	First panel: The current situation: Prevention and remedies of errors and fraud in shared management
•	The Commission’s role to make sure that EU funds are well managed and controlled effectively in shared management: Mr Joost KORTE, Director-General for
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
•	An investigative journalist’s perspective: is there
effective cooperation between the Commission and Member States? - the problem of underreporting: Mr
	Atanas Tchobanov, journalist,	co-founder of the
Bulgarian investigative website Bivol.bg
•	Scope for reform of the legal framework in order to improve shared management: Mrs Laura Stefan, Romanian expert on rule of law with the European
Commission and the Council of Europe


	

	
	 The Court of Auditor’s perspective: what room for improvement to make management and control systems more effective? Mr Tony Murphy, Dean of Chamber V,
Member responsible for the Annual Report

	9:45 - 10:05
	Questions, replies, debate

	10:05 - 10:40
	Second panel: Towards more effective management: How can Member States and the Commission address shortcomings in shared management?
•	Conditionality, rule of law and the EPPO - the benefits for shared management: Mr Didier Reynders,
Commissioner for Justice
•	Experiences from Member States - how do they perceive the cooperation with the Commission, shortcomings and good advice:
-	Ms Kaisa Saarinen, Senior specialist, Ministry of Economy and Employment, Finland
-	Mr Maximilian Wohlgschaft, Head of Department on Subsidies and Payments in the Bavarian Ministry for Agriculture, Germany
•	The existing tools of the Commission: how to address weaknesses in shared management: Mr Marc Lemaitre,
Director General of DG REGIO

	10:40 - 10:55
	Questions, replies, debate

	10:55 - 11:00
	Closing remarks by Ms Strugariu and the Chair
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4.	REVOLVING DOORS AND CONFLICT OF INTERESTS (IN CAMERA AND WITHOUT INTERPRETATION)
CONT/9/03138
[image: ]
Exchange of views with Gianmarco Di Vita, Director General of EEAS 

Administrator:  Olivier Sautière

In recent years, the issue of revolving doors (i.e., the movement of senior officials from public administration or government to private entities) has become increasingly important in the public sphere and the media. This recurring question has led to a broad debate on the best way to: (i) preserve public integrity, transparency and the accountability of public institutions and (ii) ensure public scrutiny by designing appropriate mechanisms to prevent the occurrence of conflict of interest.  
[image: ]
One of the highlights of this debate was the adoption by the European Parliament in 2017 of a report on transparency, accountability and integrity in the EU institutions (see Giegold report) recognising that the revolving door effect can be detrimental to relations between institutions and interest representatives. 

Following calls from the Parliament, the Juncker Commission adopted a new and stronger Code of Conduct for Commissioners in early 2018, regulating the activities of current and former Members, Commissioners, and even staff. 

The European Ombudsman, Emily O'Reilly, has also on numerous occasions spoken out in favour of further measures, such as 'cooling-off periods', and has carried out several inquiries into potentially problematic cases of revolving doors.

At the staff level, the provisions in force are set out in Article 16 of the Staff Regulations of Officials and the Conditions of Employment of Other Servants of the European Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy Community.

This exchange of views is an opportunity to discuss the application of these rules by the European External Action Service (EEAS).

5.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


6.	NEXT MEETINGS

	25 June 2020, 13.45-15.45 (Brussels)
	6 July 2020, 14.00 – 17.00 (Brussels)

 
PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee

NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

Recent Publications
CONT
In-depth Analysis “Follow up to the 2009 and 2014 Studies on the Code of Conduct for Commissioners - Improving Effectiveness and Efficiency”
In-depth Analysis “Gaps and Errors in the TED database” 
Study “The European Public Prosecutor’s Office: Strategies for coping with complexity”
Study “Effectiveness of cohesion policy: learning from the project characteristics that produce the best results”
Study “Aligning the budget with the Performance-Based Budgeting: lessons from Member States”
Study “Appointment procedures in the EU institutions”
Study “Appointment of the Commission’s Secretary General in 2018”
Study “Performance Indicators for Convergence in Regional Development - How reliable are they to ensure Targeted and Result-Oriented spending?”
BUDG
Briefing “The net operating balances: Variants, emerging numbers and history”
Briefing “Why net operating balances are a distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU budget”
Briefing “The benefits of EU membership are not measured by net operating balances”
Briefing “Strategies to overcome the ‘juste retour’ perspective on the EU budget”
At A Glance “The net operating balances or the “juste retour” approach”
At A Glance “Net operating balances indicator: A distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU budget”
At A Glance “EU membership benefits: Not measured by net operating balances”
At A Glance “How to overcome the “juste retour” obsession”
At A Glance “I want my money back’: The history of national rebates”
Briefing “EU Own Resources”
In-depth Analysis “How the EU Budget Has Developed and Changed in the Last 10 years?” (Available in all languages)
In-depth Analysis “The History of the EU Budget” (Available in all languages)
At a Glance “The next MFF and Own Resources”
Forthcoming Publications
BUDG
- Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and comprehensive”
- Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union”
- Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
- Study “A Just Transition Fund - How the EU budget can best assist in the necessary transition from fossil fuels to sustainable energy"

CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs: poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu / Email: Policy Department Webpage

Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. 
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