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PROCÈS-VERBAL
Réunion
Jeudi 15 octobre 2020, de 13 h 45 à 15 h 45 et de 16 h 45 à 18 h 45
BRUXELLES
La séance est ouverte le jeudi 15 octobre 2020 à 13 h 50, sous la présidence d’Isabel García Muñoz, 1re vice-présidente.
15 octobre 2020, de 13 h 45 à 15 h 45
1.	Adoption de l’ordre du jour
Le projet d’ordre du jour est adopté tel qu’il ressort du présent procès-verbal.
2.	Communications de la présidente
La présidente attire l’attention des membres sur les informations parues dans CONT News.
*** Ouverture de la procédure de vote à distance: Première séance de vote ***
3.	Établissement d’un mécanisme pour la relance et la résilience
	CONT/9/03552
	***I	2020/0104(COD)	COM(2020)0408 – C9-0150/2020
	Rapporteure pour avis:

	
	Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
	AM – PE658.795v01-00

	Fond:

	
	BUDG, ECON* – 
	Eider Gardiazabal Rubial
(S&D)
Siegfried Mureşan (PPE)
Dragoș Pîslaru (Renew)
	PR – PE655.950v02-00
AM – PE657.422v01-00
AM – PE655.953v01-00
AM – PE657.420v01-00
AM – PE657.421v02-00

	Avis:

	
	CONT, EMPL*, ENVI*, ITRE*, IMCO, TRAN*, REGI, AFCO

	Positions sous forme d’amendements:

	
	FEMM


	Adoption du projet d’avis
	Décision:
	Le projet d’avis est adopté avec les amendements par 22 voix pour, 3 contre et 2 abstentions;
145 amendements adoptés;
246 amendements présentés.


4.	Enquêtes effectuées par l’Office européen de lutte antifraude (OLAF) en ce qui concerne la coopération avec le Parquet européen et l’efficacité des enquêtes de l’OLAF
	CONT/9/01460
	***I	2018/0170(COD)	COM(2018)0338 – C8-0214/2018
	Rapporteur:

	
	Marian-Jean Marinescu (PPE)
	

	Fond:

	
	CONT


	Vote sur l’accord provisoire résultant des négociations interinstitutionnelles
	Décision:
	adopté par 25 voix pour, 3 contre et 0 abstention.


* * *
5.	Rapport spécial nº 12/2020 de la Cour des comptes européenne (décharge 2019): Plateforme européenne de conseil en investissement: lancée pour stimuler l’investissement dans l’UE, elle n’a pas eu l’impact voulu.
	CONT/9/03491
	Rapporteure:

	
	Maria Grapini (S&D)
	DT – PE655.654v02-00


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Annemie Turtelboom, membre rapporteure de la Cour des comptes européenne
	Décision:
	Échange de vues


Interviennent: 

Isabel García Muñoz, Annemie Turtleboom (CCE), Katalin Cseh, José Manuel Fernandes, Mikuláš Peksa, Ryszard Czarnecki, Giorgio Chiarion Casoni (Commission européenne, DG ECFIN) et Frank Lee (BEI).
6.	Rapport spécial nº 09/2020 de la Cour des comptes européenne (décharge 2019): Réseau routier central de l’UE: pas encore pleinement opérationnel, mais des temps de trajet réduits
	CONT/9/04005
	Rapporteur:

	
	Marian-Jean Marinescu (PPE)
	DT – PE658.839v01-00


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Ladislav Balko, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne
	Décision:
	Échange de vues


Interviennent: 

Isabel García Muñoz, Marian-Jean Marinescu, Ryszard Czarnecki, Philippe Chantraine (Commission européenne, DG MOVE) et Aleksandra Klis (CCE).
7.	Rapport spécial nº 11/2020 de la Cour des comptes européenne (décharge 2019): Efficacité énergétique des bâtiments: donner plus d’importance à la rentabilité
	CONT/9/04334
	Rapporteur:

	
	Lefteris Christoforou (PPE)
	DT – PE658.933v01-00


	Présentation du rapport spécial par João Figueiredo, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne
	Décision:
	Échange de vues


Interviennent: 

Isabel García Muñoz, João Figueiredo (CCE), Lefteris Christoforou, Sándor Rónai, Pascal Durand, Mikuláš Peksa, et Nicolas De Michelis (Commission européenne, DG REGIO).

La séance est levée à 15 h 31.
* * *
La séance reprend à 16 h 50, sous la présidence d’Isabel García Muñoz, première vice-présidente.
15 octobre 2020, de 16 h 45 à 16 h 50
8.	Communication, par la présidente, des résultats de la première séance de vote
*** Ouverture de la procédure de vote à distance: Deuxième séance de vote ***
* * *
15 octobre 2020, de 16 h 50 à 18 h 15
Conjointement avec la commission de l’environnement, de la santé publique et de la sécurité alimentaire (ENVI) et la commission de l’agriculture (AGRI)
Mise en œuvre de la politique agricole commune
9.	Rapport spécial nº 04/2020 de la Cour des comptes européenne (décharge 2019): Nouvelles technologies d’imagerie et suivi de la politique agricole commune: des progrès constants dans l’ensemble, quoique plus lents dans le domaine de l’environnement et du climat
	CONT/9/02678
	Rapporteur:

	
	Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)
	


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Nikolaos Milionis, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne
	Décision:
	Échange de vues


10.	Rapport spécial nº 13/2020 de la Cour des comptes européenne (décharge 2019): Biodiversité des terres agricoles: la contribution de la PAC n’a pas permis d’enrayer le déclin
	CONT/9/03493
	Rapporteure:

	
	Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Verts/ALE)
	


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Viorel Ștefan, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne
	Décision:
	Échange de vues



Interviennent: 
Isabel García Muñoz, Pascal Canfin (président de la commission ENVI), Daniel Buda (AGRI, 2e vice-président), Nikolaos Milionis (CCE), Viorel Stefan (CCE), Sebastian Lakner, Pierre Bascou (Commission européenne, DG AGRI), Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel, Michal Wiezik (ENVI), Simone Schmiedtbauer (AGRI), Isabel Carvalhais (AGRI), Jytte Guteland (ENVI), María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos (ENVI), Irène Tolleret (AGRI), Marco Dreosto (ENVI), Grace O’Sullivan (ENVI), Jutta Paulus (ENVI), Luke Ming Flanagan, Pietro Fiocchi (ENVI), Veronika Vrecionová (AGRI) et Mick Wallace (ENVI). 
* * *
15 octobre 2020, de 18 h 15 à 18 h 45
Mise en œuvre de la politique de cohésion
11.	Rapport spécial nº 7/2020 de la Cour des comptes européenne (décharge 2019): Mise en œuvre de la politique de cohésion: coûts relativement faibles, mais manque d’informations pour pouvoir évaluer les économies liées à la simplification
	CONT/9/03246
	Rapporteure:

	
	Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Verts/ALE)
	


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Pietro Russo, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne
	Décision:
	Échange de vues


Interviennent: 

Isabel García Muñoz, Pietro Russo (CCE), Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel, José Manuel Fernandes, Sándor Rónai, Pierre Karleskind, Ryszard Czarnecki et Nicola De Michelis (Commission européenne, DG REGIO).
12.	Communication, par la présidente, des résultats de la deuxième séance de vote
13.	Questions diverses
14.	Prochaines réunions
	28 octobre 2020, de 13 h 45 à 15 h 45 et de 16 h 45 à 18 h 45
	29 octobre 2020, de 9 heures à 11 heures et de 11 h 30 à 12 h 30
	10 novembre 2020, de 9 heures à 11 heures et de 11 h 30 à 12 h 30 puis de 13 h 45 à 15 h 45 et de 16 h 45 à 18 h 45 (Bruxelles)

La séance est levée à 18 h 52.
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ISSUE N°12 - 15 OCTOBER 2020
NEWSLETTER

EXTRAORDINARY COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2020
13:45 to 15:45
Remote participation of Members
THURSDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2020
16:45 to 18:15 - Joint meeting with ENVI and AGRI
Remote participation of Members
THURSDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2020
18:15 to 18:45
Remote participation of Members
Any Members present in Brussels can attend the meeting in room József Antall (JAN) 4Q1

13:45 - 15:45

1.	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.


2.	CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Chair draws attention to the following points: 

Languages available

FR DE IT EN ES CS HU PL RO plus PT for the session with AGRI and ENVI

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

Opening of the remote voting procedure: first voting session

Voting procedure will be open from 13h45 to 14h45

All Members taking part in the vote (either present in committee meeting room or via remote participation) will vote via the application EP-Vote.

[image: Image of a keyboard with one button written vote on it]


3.	ESTABLISHING A RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE FACILITY
CONT/9/03552 - 2020/0104(COD)

[image: ][image: ]Adoption of draft opinion

Rapporteur:	Monika Hohlmeier (EPP)
Administrator: 	Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs:	Isabel García Muñoz (S&D), Gilles Boyer (RE), Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Younous Omarjee (GUE/NGL)

In its meeting of 28 September, the Members of the Committee discussed the draft opinion of the committee on the establishment of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF).
 
The Commission submitted a proposal for the RRF, based on Article 175(3) TFEU, to support the recovery from the crisis and to make Member States' economies more resilient. The Facility will offer large [image: ]scale financial support for public investment and reforms in the Member States. The Facility is part of the EUR 750 billion Next Generation EU (NGEU). 

The deadline for amendments on the proposal lapsed on 29 September and the Members tabled 212 amendments. As became clear during the discussion on 28 September, the contributions of the Members were quite aligned, focusing mainly on the issue of the Rule of Law, the Protection of the EU financial interest, the position of the RRF in the discharge procedure and related reporting by the Commission and the adoption of the Recovery and Resilience plans.

The rapporteur convened a shadows’ meeting in which agreement was found on several compromise agreements.

For more information, see the opinion’s subject file on the CONT website.

Procedure Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Vote in CONT
	CONT
	15 October 2020

	Vote in Joint BUDG - ECON
	BUDG-ECON
	26 October 2020

	Adoption of report
	Plenary
	tbc




4.	INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED BY THE EUROPEAN ANTI-FRAUD OFFICE (OLAF) AS REGARDS COOPERATION WITH THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OLAF INVESTIGATIONS
CONT/9/01460 - 2018/0170(COD)
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\ZDECHOVSKÝ.jpg]
Adoption of the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations

Rapporteur:	Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP)
Administrator: 	Aleksi Hyvatti

Shadow Rapporteurs: Caterina Chinnici (S&D), Martina Dlabajová (RE), Jean-François Jalkh (ID), Michèle Rivasi (Greens), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE)

On the CONT meeting of 6 July 2020, the Rapporteur for the revision of the OLAF Regulation reported back to CONT Committee on the outcome of the interinstitutional trilogue negotiations. The third and last trilogue meeting took place on 26 June 2020 in the European Parliament, and in remote participation. The first two trilogue meetings were held on 5 November and 12 December 2019 respectively.

As the interinstitutional negotiations have led to a compromise, in accordance with Rule 74(4) of the Parliament's Rules of Procedure, the provisional agreement has been submitted as a whole to the CONT Committee for confirmation by way of a single vote.

This file will not proceed to plenary directly, as it is in early second reading phase. After a positive vote, a confirmation letter by the CONT Chair would be sent to the Council, which would then initiate their first reading procedure on the basis of this text. Only once the Council formally adopts its first reading, and it is announced in plenary, CONT will have a second vote on the file, in preparation of the second reading. The second vote will be on the recommendation for the plenary to accept the Council's first reading without amendments as the Parliament's second reading position. The timetable for the next steps is still to be decided.

Procedure Timetable


	Event
	Body
	Date

	Vote
	CONT
	15 October 2020

	Council first reading
	Council
	tbc




5.	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 12/2020 (DISCHARGE 2019): THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT ADVISORY HUB - LAUNCHED TO BOOST INVESTMENT IN THE EU, THE HUB’S IMPACT REMAINS LIMITED
CONT/9/03491
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\Grapini Maria.jpg]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member, Annemie Turtelboom

Rapporteur:	Maria Grapini (S&D)
Administrator: 	Olivier Sautière

Shadow Rapporteurs: José Manuel Fernandes (EPP)

The European Investment Advisory Hub (EIAH) was set up in 2015, alongside the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), as part of the Investment Plan for Europe designed to boost investment following the economic crisis. 

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\investment.jpeg]The Investment Plan for Europe was built on three pillars: (i) EFSI providing finance for investment supported by an EU budgetary guarantee, (ii) EIAH providing technical assistance to private and public projects promoters in addition to those already available under other EU programmes and (iii) measures to remove barriers to investment across Europe and improve investment conditions in Europe.

The Hub operates as a partnership between the Commission and the European Investment Bank and works in cooperation with national promotional banks or institutions (NPBIs) and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). 

The Court of auditors examined whether the Advisory Hub has proven to be an effective tool for boosting investment. In particular, the Court assessed whether the Hub: 
	(i) was set up appropriately to meet the need for advisory services additional to those already available 	from other EU sources; 
	(ii) operated as intended to achieve its goals, including cooperation with partners; and 
	(iii) has contributed to improving the supply of projects that are suitable for investment. 

The Court stated that, by the end of 2018, the Hub had not yet proven to be an effective tool for boosting investment. The Court found that the Hub was set up as a ‘demand-driven’ tool with limited prior assessment of the advisory needs it would address, the level of demand it was likely to receive, or the amount of resources it would need. 

The Court also observed that the Hub received few requests that could have led to assignments compared to the resources at its disposal (i.e. 285 out of the 1091 requests received in total by the Hub over the period mid 2015-2018). In particular, the number of requests received directly through the Hub website or from NPBIs generated few assignments requiring the Hub support. This situation was also reflected in the use of the Hub’s budget as at 31 December 2018, insofar only 26% of the amounts available from the EU budget for the period 2015-2018 were used i.e. EUR 26,2 million out of EUR 68,1 million.

The Court considered that the Hub largely met the goal of providing tailored advisory services (mostly technical and financial advices on specific projects). However, it did not have a sufficiently clear strategy or establish the criteria for targeting support where it could potentially add most value to the supply of investment projects. The additionality of Hub support with respect to other advisory public or private sources was also questioned by some beneficiaries and just over 1 % of financial operations supported by EFSI during the period benefited from a Hub assignment. While most assignments were in high priority sectors (215 out of 285 or 83%) and related to top priority Member States (i.e. transport, energy, environment and resource efficiency and SMEs), the Court’s audit revealed that few assignments were related to the priority sectors for the Member States with the highest advisory needs. Hence, the Court considered that a more proactive approach would have been required to better target the overall unmet advisory needs. 

In addition, despite the Advisory Hub’s efforts, cooperation with partners to improve geographical coverage developed slowly due to legal complexity and the NPBIs’ varying willingness and capacity to cooperate. 

The Court reported that the Hub had insufficient procedures for following up the investments resulting from the Hub’s assignments during the period. There was a lack of information on the results of assignments and the limitations affecting some of the Hub’s performance indicators made it difficult to monitor and evaluate the Hub’s performance in this regard. 

The audit also showed that the Hub had also completed too few assignments by the end of 2018 (i.e. 89 assignments with three related to approved or signed EFSI operations) to make a significant contribution to boosting investment. 
Furthermore, as the Hub support was mostly related to projects at an early stage, it may only have effects in the longer term. 

The ECA special report is available on the ECA website. A succinct working document with the recommendations of the Rapporteur has been sent to CONT Members and is also available on the meeting documents.


6.	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 09/2020 (DISCHARGE 2019): THE EU CORE ROAD NETWORK: SHORTER TRAVEL TIMES BUT NETWORK NOT YET FULLY FUNCTIONAL
CONT/9/04005
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\ZDECHOVSKÝ.jpg]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member, Ladislav Balko

Rapporteur:	Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP)
Administrator: 	Charlotte Kutzenberger

Shadow Rapporteurs: Isabel García Muñoz (S&D), Martina Dlabajová (RE)

In the 2007 to 2020 time span the EU allocated approximately EUR 78 billion for roads, out of which around EUR 40 billion for TEN-T roads. Most of it has come from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the Cohesion Fund. Smaller amounts are also available from the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF).

Overall, the development of the core road network is progressing and achieving results. EU funding and the Commission’s actions contributed positively to these results. The Commission has played an important role at strategy level. 

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\road network.jpeg]Furthermore, the CEF funding focused on the core network, including cross-border sections. With regard to the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF), out of the available funds for 2014-2020, Member States earmarked 66 % outside the TEN-T core road network. This happened despite the fact that in Member States receiving the most ESIF support for roads, the level of core network completion was low at the time when allocations were negotiated at EU level. 

The Court of auditors noted another obstacle for seamless traveling along the TEN-T core road network: some cross-border sections are incomplete and there is an insufficiently coordinated approach to secure parking areas and alternative fuel.

The Commission does not always monitor the entire core network and lacks intermediate milestones to accurately assess progress and make reliable forecasts as to whether it is likely to be completed by 2030. These monitoring weaknesses, as well as untimely and unreliable data from the Member States, undermine its ability to take timely corrective action if needed. The auditors warn that national maintenance budgets are steadily decreasing, rather than increasing in line with the growing infrastructure and ageing crucial links. Even though this may have an impact on whether the network is fully functional by 2030, the Commission does not have tools to verify whether Member States have a solid system for ensuring proper road maintenance. 

The auditors recommend that the Commission prioritise investment in the core road network, enhance monitoring arrangements, and strengthen its approach to ensure adequate maintenance of the growing network by Member States.

The ECA special report is available on the ECA website. A succinct working document with the recommendations of the Rapporteur has been sent to CONT Members and is also available on the meeting documents.


7.	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 11/2020 (DISCHARGE 2019): ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN BUILDINGS: GREATER FOCUS ON COST-EFFECTIVENESS STILL NEEDED
CONT/9/04334
[image: ]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member, João Figueiredo

Rapporteur:	Lefteris Christoforou (EPP)
Administrator: 	Benoît Lefort

Shadow Rapporteurs: Sándor Rónai (S&D), Pascal Durand (RE)

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\energy efficiency.jpeg]On 28 April 2020 the ECA published its Special Report n° 11/2020 “Energy efficiency in buildings: greater focus on cost-effectiveness still needed". Cost-effectiveness is not a determining factor for allocating public funding to energy efficiency measures in residential buildings, according to the ECA special report. Despite improved guidance from the European Commission, EU-funded projects still do not focus on achieving the greatest potential energy savings per euro invested. The overall contribution of EU funding to the Union’s energy efficiency targets is not clear, say the auditors.

The ECA special report is available on the ECA website. A succinct working document with the recommendations of the Rapporteur has been sent to CONT Members and is also available on the meeting documents.


16:45 - 16:50
8.	CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: RESULTS OF THE VOTES FROM THE FIRST VOTING SESSION


Opening of remote voting procedure: second voting session - final vote on CONT opinion to Establishing a Recovery and Resilience Facility as amended

Voting procedure will be open from 16.45-17.30

All Members taking part in the vote (either present in committee meeting room or via remote participation) will vote via the application EP-Vote.
* * *
16:50 - 18:15
JOINT ITEM WITH THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY (ENVI) AND THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (AGRI)
IMPLEMENTATION OF COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY
9.	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 04/2020 (DISCHARGE 2019): USING NEW IMAGING TECHNOLOGIES TO MONITOR THE COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY: STEADY PROGRESS OVERALL, BUT SLOWER FOR CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT MONITORING
CONT/9/02678
[image: ]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member, Nikolaos Milionis

Rapporteur:	Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)
Administrator: 	Benoît Lefort

Shadow Rapporteurs: Lefteris Christoforou (EPP), Isabel García Muñoz (S&D), Martina Dlabajová (RE)

On 28 January 2020 the ECA published its Special Report n° 4/2020 “Using new imaging technologies to monitor the Common Agricultural Policy: steady progress overall, but slower for climate and environment monitoring". The European Commission has promoted the uptake of new imaging technologies in agri-monitoring, but a number of obstacles to their more widespread use remain, according to the ECA special report. Technologies such as the EU’s Copernicus Sentinel satellites are a potential game-changer for managing and monitoring the common agricultural policy (CAP). However, while the EU has in recent years encouraged their use to assess area-based direct aid to farmers, progress has been slower on using them to monitor environmental and climate requirements, say the auditors.[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\imaging technologies to monitor CAP.jpeg]

The ECA special report is available on the ECA website. A succinct working document was circulated to Members. The recommendations by the Rapporteur of this special report will be finalised after the presentation in CONT Committee and will be circulated to CONT Members afterwards.


10.	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 13/2020 (DISCHARGE 2019): BIODIVERSITY ON FARMLAND: CAP CONTRIBUTION HAS NOT HALTED THE DECLINE
CONT/9/03493
[image: ]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member, Viorel Ștefan

Rapporteur:	Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens)
Administrator: 	Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: Maria Grapini (S&D)

On 5 June 2020 the ECA published its Special Report n° 13/2020 “Biodiversity on farmland: CAP contribution has not halted the decline”. In its conclusions, the Court of auditors was relatively critical about the contribution of the CAP (financial) instruments towards the biodiversity targets. In particular as regards cross compliance and greening.
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\biodiversity on farmland.jpeg]
The Rapporteur invited Professor Dr. Sebastian Lakner, head of the chair of agriculture economics at Rostock University, to present his views on the findings of the Court and on opportunities for improvement of the CAP.

The ECA special report is available on the ECA website. A succinct working document was circulated to Members. The recommendations by the Rapporteur of this Special Report will be finalised after the presentation in CONT Committee and will be circulated to CONT Members afterwards.


* * *

18:15 - 18:45

IMPLEMENTATION OF COHESION POLICY

11.	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 7/2020 (DISCHARGE 2019): IMPLEMENTING COHESION POLICY: COMPARATIVELY LOW COSTS, BUT INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION TO ASSESS SIMPLIFICATION SAVINGS
CONT/9/03246
[image: ]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member, Pietro Russo

Rapporteur:	Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens)
Administrator: 	Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: José Manuel Fernandes (EPP), Sándor Rónai (S&D), Pierre Karleskind (RE)

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\cohesion.jpeg]On 16 April 2020 the Court of auditors published its Special Report 07/2020 “Implementing Cohesion policy: comparatively low costs, but insufficient information to assess simplification savings”. The Court found that the implementing costs of the Cohesion policy were relatively low, in comparison with other EU funds and other internationally funded programmes. However, the Court also found that the possible savings mentioned by the Commission as a result of simplification of rules, could not be quantified due to a lack of information.
 
The ECA special report is available on the ECA website. A succinct working document was circulated to Members. The recommendations by the Rapporteur of this Special Report will be finalised after the presentation in CONT Committee and will be circulated to CONT Members afterwards.


12.	CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS ON THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND VOTING SESSION


13.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


14.	NEXT MEETINGS

	28 October 2020 (Brussels) 13.45 to 15.45 and 16.45 to 18.45
	29 October 2020 (Brussels) 09.00 to 11.00 and 11.30 to 12.30
	10 November 2020, 9.00 – 11.00 and 11.30 – 12.30 and 13.45 – 15.45 and 16.45 – 18.45 (Brussels)



PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee



NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS


Recent Publications
 
CONT

At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors”
In-depth Analysis “Follow up to the 2009 and 2014 Studies on the Code of Conduct for Commissioners - Improving Effectiveness and Efficiency”
In-depth Analysis “Gaps and Errors in the TED database” 
Study “The European Public Prosecutor’s Office: Strategies for coping with complexity”
Study “Effectiveness of cohesion policy: learning from the project characteristics that produce the best results”

BUDG

Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
Briefing “Next Generation EU - Where are assigned revenue? Which impact in 2021?”
Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union”
Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and comprehensive”
Briefing “Assigned revenue in the Recovery Plan - The frog that wishes to be as big as the ox?”
Study “A Just Transition Fund - How the EU budget can best assist in the necessary transition from fossil fuels to sustainable energy" (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL)
Briefing “The net operating balances: Variants, emerging numbers and history” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV) 
Briefing “Why net operating balances are a distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU budget” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
Briefing “The benefits of EU membership are not measured by net operating balances” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
Briefing “Strategies to overcome the ‘juste retour’ perspective on the EU budget” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
At A Glance “The net operating balances or the “juste retour” approach” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
At A Glance “Net operating balances indicator: A distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU budget” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
At A Glance “EU membership benefits: Not measured by net operating balances” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
At A Glance “How to overcome the “juste retour” obsession” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)


Forthcoming Publications

CONT
- Study ‘The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds’
- Study ‘MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in 2009’




Forthcoming Events

CONT Workshop on “Open spaces at EU institutions versus traditional work spaces: justification, evolution, evaluation and results” - 29 October 2020

CONT Study presentation on “Horizon 2020: Geographical balance of beneficiaries”


The European Parliament has concluded a new framework contract on external expertise in the field of budgetary affairs, mainly for the BUDG and CONT committees. Following on a public call for tenders, seven bids have been received, checked and evaluated. Service contracts for the years 2020-24 have been signed with the following consultancies and think-tanks: 
AEGIS, a network of academics from different universities, the main partners from Spain, Germany and Italy;
Blomeyer & Sanz Ltd., based in Spain, leading a group of institutes from Austria, Czechia, Germany, Italy and Poland;

Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), a research think-tank from Brussels, with partners from Belgium, France, Latvia and UK;
Centre for Strategy & Evaluation Services LLP (CSES), a consultancy from UK and Ireland;
Deloitte Belgium, an audit company;
European Economic Research Ltd. (Europe-Economics), a consultancy from UK;
Mr Ivailo KALFIN, a former MEP and former Minister in Bulgaria, with some associated experts.
For more information see the publication of the procurement outcome: https://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:215928-2020:TEXT:EN:HTML or contact the Policy Department: poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu 
CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
Policy Department Webpage






Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. 
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