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PROTOKOLL
Sitzung vom 10. November 2020, 9.00–12.00 Uhr, 13.45–15.45 Uhr und 16.45–18.45 Uhr
(vollständige Fernteilnahme über Interactio)
BRÜSSEL
[bookmark: DocEPLastPosition]Die Sitzung wird um 9.05 Uhr unter dem Vorsitz von Monika Hohlmeier (Vorsitzende) eröffnet.
10 November 2020, 9.00 – 11.00
1.	Annahme der Tagesordnung
	Der Entwurf der Tagesordnung wird in der in dem vorliegenden Protokoll ausgewiesenen Fassung angenommen.


2.	Mitteilungen des Vorsitzes
Die Vorsitzende macht die Mitglieder auf die Mitteilungen in den CONT-News aufmerksam.
3.	Jahresbericht 2019 des Europäischen Rechnungshofs
	CONT/9/04552
	Berichterstatter:

	
	Joachim Kuhs (ID)
	


	Vorstellung des Berichts über das Haushaltsjahr 2019 durch Klaus-Heiner Lehne, Präsident des Rechnungshofs, in Anwesenheit von Johannes Hahn, Mitglied der Kommission mit Zuständigkeit für Haushalt und Verwaltung, und Tony Murphy, Mitglied des Rechnungshofs 
Es sprechen: Monika Hohlmeier, Klaus-Heiner Lehne (Präsident des Rechnungshofs), Tony Murphy (Mitglied des Rechnungshofs), Johannes Hahn (Kommission, Mitglied der Kommission mit Zuständigkeit für Haushalt und Verwaltung), Joachim Kuhs, Markus Pieper, Tsvetelina Penkova, Isabel García Muñoz, Olivier Chastel, Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel, Ryszard Czarnecki, Lara Wolters, Pierre Karleskind, Tomáš Zdechovský.
10. November 2020, 11.00–12.00 Uhr
4.	Folgemaßnahmen zur Entlastung des Ausschusses der Regionen – Der Fall McCoy
	CONT/9/04553
	Aussprache mit Robert McCoy und Sophie In't Veld zur Erlangung von Informationen aus erster Hand über den aktuellen Stand des Mediationsverfahrens 
Es sprechen: Monika Hohlmeier, Tomáš Zdechovský, Sophia in 't Veld, Robert McCoy (ehemaliger Interner Prüfer des AdR), Anders Knape (Vorsitzender der Kommission für Finanz- und Verwaltungsfragen des AoR), Cristian Ghinea, Isabel García Muñoz, Mikuláš Peksa.
Die Sitzung wird um 12.23 Uhr unterbrochen.
* * *

Die Sitzung wird um 13.46 Uhr unter dem Vorsitz von Isabel García Muñoz (erste stellvertretende Vorsitzende) wieder aufgenommen.
10. November 2020, 13.45–15.45 Uhr
5.	Entlastung 2019: Gesamthaushaltsplan der EU – Entlastung anderer Organe und Einrichtungen
	CONT/9/04551
	Aussprache mit den Generalsekretären und Direktoren der folgenden anderen Organe und Einrichtungen in Gegenwart von François-Roger Cazala, berichterstattendes Mitglied des Europäischen Rechnungshofs:

– Rat und Europäischer Rat
– Gerichtshof
– Rechnungshof
– Europäischer Wirtschafts- und Sozialausschuss
– Ausschuss der Regionen
– Europäischer Bürgerbeauftragter
– Europäischer Datenschutzbeauftragter

CONT-Berichterstatter:
– Cristian Ghinea (Renew) – AdR, EDSB
– Martina Dlabajoba (Renew) – EuRH
– Ramona Strugariu (Renew) – EuGH
– Olivier Chastel (Renew) – EWSA, Bürgerbeauftragter
– Pascal Durand (Renew) – Rat und Europäischer Rat
Es sprechen: Isabel García Muñoz, François Cazala (Mitglied des Rechnungshofs), Valerio Placco (Gerichtshof, Generaldirektor für Verwaltung), Philippe Froidure (Rechnungshof, amtierender Generalsekretär), Gianluca Brunetti (Europäischer Wirtschafts- und Sozialausschuss, Generalsekretär), Petr Blitzkovsky (Ausschuss der Regionen, Generalsekretär), Cesira D’Aniello (Europäischer Bürgerbeauftragter, Generalsekretär), Leonardo Cervera Navas (European Data Protection Supervisor, Direktor), Olivier Chastel, Ramona Strugariu, Cristian Ghinea, Martina Dlabajova, Pascal Durand, Jeroen Lenaers, Mikuláš Peksa, Tomáš Zdechovský.
Die Sitzung wird um 16.08 Uhr unterbrochen.
* * *
Die Sitzung wird um 16.48 Uhr unter dem Vorsitz von Monika Hohlmeier (Vorsitzende) wieder aufgenommen.
10. November 2020, 16.45–18.15 Uhr
6.	Studie zu den Versorgungsansprüchen der MdEP vor und nach dem Inkrafttreten des Abgeordnetenstatuts von 2009
	CONT/9/04554
	Berichterstatterin:

	
	Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
	


	Vorstellung der Studie durch Roland Blomeyer 
Es sprechen: Monika Hohlmeier, Roland Blomeyer (Blomeyer & Sanz), Małgorzata Koziarek (Institute of Public Affairs), Karen Anderson (University College Dublin), Didier Klethi (GD FINS), Lara Wolters.
7.	Verschiedenes
8.	Nächste Sitzungen
	16. November 2020, 13.45–15.45 Uhr und 16.45–18.45 Uhr (Brüssel)
	30. November 2020, 13.45–14.45, 15.15–16.45 und 17.15–18.45 (Brüssel)
	1. Dezember 2020, 9.00–12.00 Uhr (Brüssel)
	7. Dezember 2020, 14.00–16.00 Uhr und 16.45–18.45 Uhr (Brüssel)

Schluss der Sitzung: 17.50 Uhr.
10. November 2020, 18.15–18.45 Uhr
Unter Ausschluss der Öffentlichkeit
9.	Sitzung der Koordinatoren
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COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, 10 NOVEMBER 2020
9:00 - 12:00 and 13.45 - 15.45 and 16.45 - 18.45
Remote participation of Members
Room: Fully remote meeting with Interactio (József Antall 6Q1)

9:00 - 11:00 
1.	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.


2.	CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Chair draws attention to the following points: 

Languages available

FR DE IT EN ES CS HU PL RO

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.


3.	EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITOR'S ANNUAL REPORT 2019
CONT/9/04552
[image: ][image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\Kuhs Joachim.jpg]

Presentation of the Annual Report concerning the financial year 2019, by the President of the Court, Klaus-Heiner Lehne
In the presence of Commissioner Johannes Hahn, responsible for Budget and Administration and ECA Member, Tony Murphy

Rapporteur:	Joachim Kuhs (ID)
Administrators:	Aleksi Hyvatti / Kaare Barslev
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\annual report.jpeg]
Shadow Rapporteurs: Markus Pieper (EPP), Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D), Olivier Chastel (RE), Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)

The President of the European Court of Auditors will present the main conclusions of the annual report of the Court as to the financial year 2019.
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\commissioners\Hahn.jpg]
According to Article 287 of the TFEU, the ECA draws up an annual report at the end of each financial year. This report, including the statement of assurance (DAS - Declaration d'Assurance) concerning the reliability of the accounts and the legality and regularity of the underlying transactions, is considered by the Council and the Parliament in the framework of the discharge procedure under Article 319 of the TFEU. 

The presentation of the European Court of Auditors Annual Report marks the beginning of the discharge cycle related to the year 2019. Upon examination of all relevant documents and a series of hearings with Commissioners in the EU's main spending areas, Parliament will decide in spring 2021 - acting on a recommendation from the Council - whether to grant discharge to the Commission and other EU bodies in respect of the implementation of the EU budget for the year 2019.

The 2019 Annual Report as well as the 2019 EU Audit in brief will be published on Tuesday 10 November in 23 EU official languages on the ECA website. It will also be available on the CONT website after publication.


11:00 - 12:00 


4.	FOLLOW-UP TO THE DISCHARGE OF THE COMMITTEE OF REGIONS - THE MCCOY CASE
CONT/9/04553
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\ZDECHOVSKÝ.jpg]Exchange of views with Robert McCoy and Sophie in 't Veld to receive first-hand information on the state of play on the mediation procedure

Rapporteur:	Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP), Rapporteur discharge 2018 for Other 	Institutions (Committee of Regions)
Administrator: 	Charlotte Kutzenberger
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\whistleblower.jpeg]
The Rapporteur Tomáš Zdechovský wants to settle the over 20 years on-going dispute between the former internal auditor, acting as whistle-blower and his former employer, the Committee of Regions. He aims to hand over discharge to the current Rapporteur Cristian Ghinea with the perspective of achieving a solution in line with Parliament’s previous discharge resolutions. 

Mr Zdechovsky reminds that the Rapporteur Arndt Kohn, in charge of discharge in 2017, launched the initiative of a mediation process. Following to the appointment of Ms Sophie in 't Veld as mediator, negotiations took place from October to December 2019. On 20 December 2019, the Committee made a proposal to the former internal auditor for an out of court settlement subject to a non-disclosure agreement, which was rejected by Mr McCoy based on the lack of transparency. Since then, the situation seems to remain unchanged.This exchange of view in the frame of discharge should help to find common ground of understanding for all parties involved in order to achieve a settlement, so that Parliament has not to deal further with this case in the future discharge work.

Relevant information is available in the meeting file.


13:45 - 15:45 


5.	DISCHARGE 2019: EU GENERAL BUDGET - DISCHARGE TO OTHER INSTITUTIONS
	CONT/9/04551
	Exchange of views with the Secretary Generals and Directors of the following Other Institutions and Bodies, in the presence of ECA reporting Member, François-Roger Cazala
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\strugariu.jpg]		- Council and European Council
	- Court of Justice
	- Court of Auditors
	- European Economic and Social Committee
	- Committee of the Regions
	- European Ombudsman
	- European Data Protection Supervisor
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Rapporteurs: 
- Cristian Ghinea (Renew) - CoR, EDPS
- Martina Dlabajová (Renew) - ECA
- Ramona Strugariu (Renew) - CoJ
- Olivier Chastel (Renew) - EESC, Ombudsman
- Pascal Durand (Renew) - Council and European Council

Administrator: Charlotte Kutzenberger

Shadow Rapporteurs: Jeroen Lenaers (EPP), Isabel García Muñoz (S&D), Mikuláš Peksa (Greens), Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)

The European Institutions enjoy administrative autonomy according to Articles 316 and 335 of the TFEU and they are individually responsible for the implementation of their budgets according to Article 59 of the Financial Regulation. Parliament’s Budgetary Control Committee is granting discharge to other institutions and bodies on the basis of Rule 100 of Parliament’s Rules of procedure. [image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\discharge.jpeg] 

Following the usual procedure, Members submitted their written questions related to the 2019 discharge for the Other Institutions (OI) to the related Rapporteurs, which were then sent to the different OI. The Q&A catalogue was sent to CONT Members on 3 November 2020 and is available on the CONT website. 

The questionnaire focusses on the sound financial management in general as well as on human resources and procurement, the evolution of budget implementation over time, the efficiency of the implemented controls and evaluation tools. The budget of the OI is mostly administrative and the Court of Auditors (ECA) indicates administrative expenditure as low risk.

According to the findings of the ECA 2019 Annual Report the expenditure for the financial year 2019 were free from material error. 

The documents are published on the CONT website.Of particular relevance for the hearing as regards the 2019 discharge are:
	- The 2019 Annual Activity Reports for the different OI;
	- The related annual accounts and the Q&A catalogue.

CONT Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Consideration of draft report
	CONT
	25-26 January 2021

	Deadline for amendments
	CONT
	3 February 2021

	Vote
	CONT
	1 March 2021

	Adoption of report
	Plenary
	April 2021



16:45 - 18:15

6.	STUDY ON "MEPS' PENSION RIGHTS BEFORE AND AFTER THE MEMBERS' STATUTE IN 2009"
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\hohlmeier.jpg]	CONT/9/04554
Presentation of the study by Roland Blomeyer (Blomeyer & Sanz) 
Exchange of views in the presence of Mr Didier Klethi, Director General of DG FINS

Rapporteur:		Monika Hohlmeier (EPP)
Administrators: 	Michaela Franke (Policy Department D), Benoît Lefort

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\pension rights.jpeg]The study was commissioned by the Budgetary Affairs Policy Department on the request of the CONT Committee.

This study presents details on Members pension rights, looking at arrangements in the Member States prior to the entry into force of the Members’ Statute in 2009 and EU-level pension arrangements, i.e. the Provisional Pension Schemes, the Voluntary Pension Scheme, and pension rights under the Members’ Statute. Moreover, a comparative analysis of the different arrangements is provided. 

The preliminary study is available in the meeting file.


7.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS


8.	NEXT MEETINGS
	16 November 2020 (Brussels/remote) 13.45-15.45 / 16.45-18.45
	30 November 2020 (Brussels/remote) 13.45-14.45 / 15.15-16.45 / 17.15-18.45
	1 December 2020 (Brussels/remote) 9.00-12.00 / 16.45-18.45
	7 December 2020 (Brussels/remote) 13.45-15.45 / 16.45-18.45 (tbc)



18:15 - 18:45

IN CAMERA
[image: ]9.	COORDINATORS’ MEETING 

Meeting held in camera






PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee




NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS


Recent Publications
 
CONT

Briefing “Open Plan Offices - The new ways of working. The advantages and disadvantages of open office space”
Briefing “Gender equality in the college of the European Court of Auditors”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors”

BUDG

Briefing “EU Gender budgeting: where do we stand?”
Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
Briefing “Next Generation EU - Where are assigned revenue? Which impact in 2021?”
Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union” (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL, RO)
Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and comprehensive”
Briefing “Assigned revenue in the Recovery Plan - The frog that wishes to be as big as the ox?”
Study “A Just Transition Fund - How the EU budget can best assist in the necessary transition from fossil fuels to sustainable energy" (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL)
Briefing “The net operating balances: Variants, emerging numbers and history” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV) 
Briefing “Why net operating balances are a distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU budget” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
Briefing “The benefits of EU membership are not measured by net operating balances” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)


Forthcoming Publications

CONT
- Study ‘The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds’
- Briefing ‘Special advisers to the European Commission’
- Documentation workshop ‘Open spaces at EU institutions versus traditional work spaces: justification, evolution, evaluation and results’
- Study ‘MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in 2009’


Forthcoming Events

CONT Study presentation on “Horizon 2020: Geographical balance of beneficiaries”


The European Parliament has concluded a new framework contract on external expertise in the field of budgetary affairs, mainly for the BUDG and CONT committees. Following on a public call for tenders, seven bids have been received, checked and evaluated. Service contracts for the years 2020-24 have been signed with the following consultancies and think-tanks: 
AEGIS, a network of academics from different universities, the main partners from Spain, Germany and Italy;
Blomeyer & Sanz Ltd., based in Spain, leading a group of institutes from Austria, Czechia, Germany, Italy and Poland;

Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), a research think-tank from Brussels, with partners from Belgium, France, Latvia and UK;
Centre for Strategy & Evaluation Services LLP (CSES), a consultancy from UK and Ireland;
Deloitte Belgium, an audit company;
European Economic Research Ltd. (Europe-Economics), a consultancy from UK;
Mr Ivailo KALFIN, a former MEP and former Minister in Bulgaria, with some associated experts.
For more information see the publication of the procurement outcome: https://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:215928-2020:TEXT:EN:HTML or contact the Policy Department: poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu 
CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
Policy Department Webpage






Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. 
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<Commission>{CONT}Committee on Budgetary Control
- The Secretariat -</Commission>


COORDINATORS' MEETING
	
 Tuesday, 10 November 2020 
18.15-18.45 
Brussels, Visio/Remote meeting (meeting room JAN6Q1)

Summary of coordinators’ recommendations


Items for decision	17
1.	Annual meeting with ECA	17
During their meeting on 1 October 2020, due to the COVID-19 conditions, coordinators decided to hold their annual meeting with ECA Member with remote participation only.	17
2.	Screening of recently published ECA SRs	17
3.	Public hearing on Will simplifications suggested for the new period bring the necessary balance between more efficient, effective and correct spending of EU funds?	18
The above public hearing was approved by coordinators on 7 May 2020 for the 2nd half of 2020. Due to the ongoing remote conditions to organise meetings and the heavy workload linked to the discharge 2019, the political group responsible for the file - S&D - proposes to withdraw the organisation of this hearing in the 2nd half of 2020 and reconsider proposing it again for the 1st half of 2021.	18
4.	State of Play on the on-going anti-corruption protests in Bulgaria	19
Items for information	20
5.	Update on proposals for expertise (studies and workshops) for 2020	20
6.	State of Play on the Commission's Audit reports on conflict of interest of the Czech Prime minister	22
7.	 Durability of infrastructure investments	22
8.	Documents received for information	22
9.	Any other business	23
10.	Time and date of next Coordinators' meeting	23







[bookmark: _Toc60637647]Items for decision 

[bookmark: _Toc44528086][bookmark: _Toc50707327][bookmark: _Toc60637648]1.	Annual meeting with ECA

[bookmark: _Toc51761488][bookmark: _Toc51761585][bookmark: _Toc51764122][bookmark: _Toc51838381][bookmark: _Toc51862527][bookmark: _Toc52530390][bookmark: _Toc54609624][bookmark: _Toc54773470][bookmark: _Toc54787555][bookmark: _Toc55348055][bookmark: _Toc57275916][bookmark: _Toc60637649]During their meeting on 1 October 2020, due to the COVID-19 conditions, coordinators decided to hold their annual meeting with ECA Member with remote participation only.
The Secretariat informed ECA accordingly and proposed some date options. President Lehne proposes however to postpone the meeting to a later date when physical meetings will be possible again.

	Decision: Coordinators agreed to postpone the meeting to 2021 with leaving the date open until the COVID-19 situation allows to meet.



[bookmark: _Toc60637650]2.	Screening of recently published ECA SRs

ECA has recently published three new special reports and one reviews as follows: 

	Report
	Title
	Date of publication
	Decision:

	SR 20/2020
	Combatting child poverty – Better targeting of Commission support required

	29 September 2020
	Follow-up by EMPL[footnoteRef:1] [1:  S&D coordinator was not present at the meeting. S&D indicated after the meeting in written form that their preference was a joint CONT-EMPL presentation. During the meeting the majority of the coordinators decided that the report shall be followed up by EMPL, CONT Members will be invited to join the presentation in EMPL.] 



	SR
21/2020
	Control of State aid to financial institutions in the EU: in need of a fitness check

	1 October 2020
	Follow-up by ECON

	Review
4/2020
	EU action to tackle the issue of plastic waste

	6 October 2020
	Organise joint presentation with ENVI

	SR
23/2020
	The European Personnel Selection Office: Time to adapt the selection process to changing recruitment needs

	29 October 2020
	Follow-up by JURI[footnoteRef:2] [2:  S&D coordinator was not present at the meeting. S&D indicated after the meeting in written form that their preference was a joint CONT-JURI presentation. During the meeting the majority of the coordinators decided that the report shall be followed up by JURI, CONT Members will be invited to join the presentation in JURI.] 




The Secretariat has scrutinized these reports – coordinators received the scrutiny reports prior to the meeting.


	Decision:

- Coordinators decided not to present in CONT SR 20/2020, 21/2020 and 23/2020 but recommend for committees in their respective policy areas to present them. CONT Members shall be invited to these presentations in specialised committees.

- Coordinators decided to organise a joint presentation with ENVI committee on the Review 4/2020 EU action to tackle the issue of plastic waste.





[bookmark: _Toc60637651]3.	Public hearing on Will simplifications suggested for the new period bring the necessary balance between more efficient, effective and correct spending of EU funds? 

[bookmark: _Toc54773473][bookmark: _Toc54787558][bookmark: _Toc55348058][bookmark: _Toc57275919][bookmark: _Toc60637652]The above public hearing was approved by coordinators on 7 May 2020 for the 2nd half of 2020. Due to the ongoing remote conditions to organise meetings and the heavy workload linked to the discharge 2019, the political group responsible for the file - S&D - proposes to withdraw the organisation of this hearing in the 2nd half of 2020 and reconsider proposing it again for the 1st half of 2021.

	Decision: Coordinators approved the withdrawal of this public hearing in the 2nd half of 2020.






[bookmark: _Toc60637653]4.	State of Play on the on-going anti-corruption protests in Bulgaria

A draft letter was prepared from CONT Chair to Commissioner Hahn to report on ongoing audits concerning Bulgaria. (the draft letter was shared with the coordinators prior to the meeting)
On 22 October 2020 Greens co-coordinators Ms Viola von Cramon-Taubadel and Mr Mikuláš Peksa submitted to the Chair and all coordinators a document on “Why we should have a hearing on Corruption in Bulgaria”.
During the meeting Greens co-coordinators Ms Viola von Cramon-Taubadel indicated that her group would like to bring some modification to the proposed draft letter.
CONT Chair Ms Hohlmeier proposed not to organise any CONT activities that may interfere with elections held in any Member States. In this specific case elections in Bulgaria are scheduled to take place on 28 March 2021, therefore CONT should only organise any debate after this date.
	Decision: Coordinators agreed to
- submit the draft letter with the Greens’ suggestions to all coordinators to be approved in written procedure 
- decided to put this item on the CONT agenda in the first semester of 2021, but only after the next elections in Bulgaria (28 March 2021).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  S&D coordinator was not present at the meeting. S&D indicated after the meeting in written form that their preference would be to schedule this item on the CONT agenda before the 2019 discharge procedure in the committee is finished. However, the vote on COM discharge is scheduled in CONT on 22-23 March 2021, which would be before the elections in Bulgaria, the majority of the coordinators approved that the item should be dealt with after the elections.] 





[bookmark: _Toc60637654][bookmark: _Toc25849274]Items for information 

[bookmark: _Toc60637655]5.	Update on proposals for expertise (studies and workshops) for 2020

The below expertise requests were approved by coordinators in January/February 2020. Coordinators are invited to take note of the current state of play (marked in red) provided by the Policy Department D:

Approved as a priority on 21 January 2020:

STUDIES:
1.	Study on “The impact of organized crime on the EU`s financial interests” (S&D Proposal) planned to be launched in 2021
2.	Study on the largest 30 beneficiaries (a natural person being the owner of a company or conglomerate) in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds.(EPP proposal) launched, will be ready in November/December 2020

WORKSHOPS
1.	Missing Trader Fraud: Definition, effects, prevention and solutions (including follow-up on customs) (S&D Proposal combined with the Chair's proposal), under preparation, date tbc
2.	“Use of big data and AI in fighting corruption and misuse of public funds - good practice, ways forward and how to integrate new technology into contemporary control framework.” (Greens Proposal). planned for 26 January 2021 tbc

	ECA Special Report 12/2019: E-commerce: many of the challenges of collecting VAT and customs duties remain to be resolved. Follow-up (RE Proposal) (study or workshop TBC) study of 2019 available[footnoteRef:4], public hearing requested instead of a workshop, postponed to 2021 (see coordinators’ decision of 15 June 2020) [4:  Protection of EU financial interest on customs and VAT: cooperation of national tax and customs authorities to prevent fraud, see: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/636470/IPOL_STU(2019)636470_EN.pdf] 



Approved as reserve list on 20 February 2020:


STUDIES:
1.	Study on the Special Advisers of the Commission, including Special Advisers of Commissioners and of the President, how many were there in the Juncker Commission, how were they chosen? What procedure is applied in the selection procedure leading to becoming a Special Adviser, what is the final decision based on? What is the length of a typical Special Adviser contract? (EPP Proposal) launched, will be ready in February/March 2021

2.	Study on the Horizon 2020 program with a view on the control of the funds and the geographical balance of beneficiaries. Which countries benefited the most from the program and which companies have received the contracts? (EPP Proposal) study available, presentation foreseen for either 30 November or 6 January 2021 (TBC with rapporteur)

3.	Study on the 'Different Practices on Side-Earnings of the public office-holders and functionaries'; (Greens Proposal) planned to be launched in 2021
WORKSHOPS:
1.	MEP pension scheme reform of 2009. What has changed? Who benefits and who loses with this reform? (EPP Proposal) study launched, will be ready and presented in 10 November 2020
2.	State of play regarding gender and geographical balance within the EP administration, particularly at the highest levels. What has changed since over the past 10 years. How does the EP compare to the other institutions. (EPP Proposal) internal briefing in preparation, date: tbc
3.	Open spaces at EU institutions versus traditional work spaces: justification, evolution, evaluation and results (S&D Proposal) workshop held on 29 October
4.	The EU's current role in the GRECO and ambitions for the future: how to move towards full membership; (Greens Proposal) planned for March 2021

Additional proposals received (for either study or workshop):

1.	Improving control mechanisms for European Funds (study or workshop TBC) planned to be launched in 2021

2.	The state of implementing procurement procedures in EU Agencies: enhancing transparency and assessing flexibility (study or workshop TBC) planned as a workshop supported by an internal briefing, date: tbc

3.	Assessing vulnerabilities and addressing risks of irregularities and fraud associated to agriculture and rural development funds / cohesion and structural funds (2 separate) (study or workshop TBC) planned to be launched in 2021


	Decision: Coordinators took note of the above state of play on expertise from Policy Department D. With regards to the internal briefing on “State of play regarding gender and geographical balance within the EP administration” the Coordinators decided first to analyse the internal briefing and then to decide afterwards about the workshop.






[bookmark: _Toc60637656]6.	State of Play on the Commission's Audit reports on conflict of interest of the Czech Prime minister

During their meeting on 1 October the Coordinators agreed that a further update on the state of play of the audit into the Czech conflict of interest is necessary and should be organised in due time, if possible there should be included in interims-report on the study on the “50 biggest beneficiaries”. On 27 October 2020 the Chair has sent a letter to Commissioner Hahn requesting further information. 

	Decision: Coordinators decided that the Commission should be invited to an upcoming CONT committee meeting to report on the current state of play. Monday, 30 November 2020 was identified as a possible date.



[bookmark: _Toc60637657]7.	 Durability of infrastructure investments
Coordinators were informed during their 1 October meeting on the below:
Czech media report (http://irozhl.as/bbx, http://irozhl.as/bct, http://irozhl.as/bc6) that since 2007 over three billion CZK mostly stemming from EU funds have been paid to over 500 companies to support the construction and equipment for training centres for employees. Journalists claim that buildings constructed or renovated with EU subsidies were repurposed for private use after merely three years. The Chair has received material gathered by journalists during their investigations, which she has passed on to the Commission for thorough analysis and verification.
The Chair asked the European Commission (DG REGIO, Franck Sebert) to proceed to an audit on this topic and to report back to CONT. 
	Decision: Coordinators decided to invite the Director General of DG REGIO to one of the next CONT meetings in order to share information on the above mentioned Czech cases and on eventual similar cases in other Member States. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  S&D coordinator was not present at the meeting. S&D indicated after the meeting in written form that their preference would be to receive written information from the COM on the issue.] 




[bookmark: _Toc60637658]8.	Documents received for information
Coordinators received for information in all documents the committee received for information since 24 September 2020. (Annex I)


[bookmark: _Toc60637659]9.	Any other business

9.1. Organisation of a follow-up meeting with OLAF - which comes as a direct result of the meeting with Mr. Ville Itala, DG of OLAF, who has confirmed his willingness to participate in such meeting and share with the CONT Members most specific and detailed data on particular cases and countries, which was not possible during the presentation of the 2019 Annual Report;
	Decision: Coordinators decided that this follow-up meeting should be scheduled in the CONT agenda, the earliest meeting slots available will be in January 2021.



9.2. Access to the CONT secured reading room in order to examine the 
EU’s COVID-19 Advance Purchase Agreements (vaccine deal contracts) and the list of the EU negotiators (members of the JNT) – this will help ensure transparency of information on this crucial subject, and check compliance with the EU expenditure.
	Decision: The Chair will explore with the Commission on the possibility to access the documents after the negotiation is closed.



[bookmark: _Toc60637660]10.	Time and date of next Coordinators' meeting
	December - written procedure
	next meeting January 2021 (date TBC)
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