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Reunião de 6 de janeiro de 2021, das 13.45 às 16.15,
Sala: József Antall 4Q1 e videoconferência
e de 7 de janeiro de 2021, das 9.00 às 12.30 e das 13.45 às 16.15
Sala: József Antall 6Q2 e videoconferência
BRUXELAS
A reunião tem início às 13.48, sob a presidência de Isabel García Muñoz (primeira vice-presidente).
6 de janeiro de 2021, das 13.45 às 15.15
1.	Aprovação da ordem do dia
	O projeto de ordem do dia é aprovado na versão constante da presente ata.


2.	Comunicações da presidência
3.	Aprovação das atas das reuniões de:
	15 de outubro de 2020	PV – PE661.827v01-00
	28-29 de outubro de 2020	PV – PE660.300v01-00
	10 de novembro de 2020	PV – PE662.021v01-00
	16 de novembro de 2020	PV – PE660.428v01-00
	As atas são aprovadas.


4.	Quitação 2019: Orçamento geral da UE – Comissão Europeia
	CONT/9/03689
		2020/2140(DEC)	COM(2020)0288[01] – C9-0220/2020
	Relator:

	
	Joachim Kuhs (ID)
	

	Fundo:

	
	CONT

	Pareceres:

	
	AFET, DEVE, INTA, BUDG, ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE, IMCO, TRAN, REGI, AGRI, PECH, CULT, JURI, LIBE, AFCO, FEMM, PETI


	Troca de pontos de vista com Ilze Juhansone, secretária-geral da Comissão Europeia, na presença do relator do TCE para o financiamento e a administração da União, François-Roger Cazala

Intervenções: Isabel García Muñoz, François-Roger Cazala (membro do TCE), Ilze Juhansone (Comissão Europeia, secretária-geral), Markus Pieper, Tsvetelina Penkova, Olivier Chastel, Viola Von Cramon‑Taubadel, Michèle Rivasi, Jeroen Lenaers, Daniel Freund, Sabrina Pignedoli.
6 de janeiro de 2021, das 15.15 às 16.15
5.	Estudo sobre o programa Horizonte 2020: Equilíbrio geográfico entre os beneficiários – Fosso de desempenho entre os Estados-Membros da UE-13 e da UE-15
	CONT/9/04828
	Relator:

	
	Tamás Deutsch (PPE)
	


	Apresentação do estudo por Michal Pazour
Intervenções: Isabel García Muñoz, Michal Pazour (Centro de Tecnologia da Academia das Ciências da República Checa em Praga, chefe de departamento), Anna Panagopoulou (Comissão Europeia, DG RTD), Magda De Carli (Comissão Europeia, DG RTD), Tamás Deutsch, Mikuláš Peksa, Viola Von Cramon‑Taubadel.
A reunião é encerrada às 16.27.
* * *

A reunião tem início às 9.06, sob a presidência de Monika Hohlmeier (presidente).
7 de janeiro de 2021, das 9.00 às 10.30
6.	Quitação 2019: Orçamento geral da UE – Comissão Europeia
	CONT/9/03689
		2020/2140(DEC)	COM(2020)0288[01] – C9-0220/2020
	Relator:

	
	Joachim Kuhs (ID)
	

	Fundo:

	
	CONT

	Pareceres:

	
	AFET, DEVE, INTA, BUDG, ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE, IMCO, TRAN, REGI, AGRI, PECH, CULT, JURI, LIBE, AFCO, FEMM, PETI


	Troca de pontos de vista com Stella Kyriakides, comissária da Saúde e Segurança dos Alimentos

Intervenções: Monika Hohlmeier, Stella Kyriakides (comissária da Saúde e Segurança dos Alimentos), Joachim Kuhs, Markus Pieper, Tsvetelina Penkova, Olivier Chastel, Viola Von Cramon‑Taubadel, Michèle Rivasi.
7 de janeiro de 2021, das 10.30 às 12.30
7.	Quitação das agências 2019
	CONT/9/04821
	Correlatores:

	
	Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)
Joachim Stanisław Brudziński (ECR)
	


	Troca de pontos de vista na presença do relator do TCE, Alex Brenninkmeijer e de Bjorn Hansen, presidente da Rede de Agências da UE, com representantes das seguintes agências:
	– Agência da União Europeia de Cooperação dos Reguladores da Energia (ACER)
– Gabinete Europeu de Apoio em matéria de Asilo (EASO)
– Autoridade Bancária Europeia (EBA)
– Centro Europeu de Prevenção e Controlo das Doenças (ECDC)
– Agência Europeia de Medicamentos (EMA)
– Agência Europeia da Guarda de Fronteiras e Costeira (FRONTEX)
Intervenções: Caterina Chinnici, Alex Brenninkmeijer (membro do TCE), Bjorn Hansen (ECHA, diretor-executivo, presidente da Rede de Agências da UE), Ryszard Czarnecki, Joachim Stanisław Brudziński, François-Louis Michaud (EBA, diretor-executivo), Emer Cooke (EMA, diretora-executiva), Andrea Ammon (ECDC, diretora), Fabrice Leggeri (FRONTEX, diretor-executivo), Christian Zinglersen (ACER, diretor), Nina Gregori (EASO, diretora-executiva), Tomáš Zdechovský, Lefteris Christoforou, Sándor Rónai, Nerimantas Steikuna (EMA), Katalin Cseh, Ramona Strugariu, Bas Eickhout.
A reunião é suspensa às 13.00.
* * *
A reunião prossegue às 13.48, sob a presidência de Monika Hohlmeier (presidente). Caterina Chinnici (segunda vice-presidente) preside à reunião das 14.21 às 15.02.
7 de janeiro de 2021, das 13.45 às 15.15
8.	Quitação das Empresas Comuns 2019
	CONT/9/04827
	Relator:

	
	Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)
	


	Troca de pontos de vista com representantes das seguintes empresas comuns, na presença da relatora do TCE, Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz:
	– ITER e Desenvolvimento da Energia de Fusão (F4E)
– Empresa Comum Bioindústrias (BBI)
– Iniciativa sobre Medicamentos Inovadores (IMI)
Intervenções: Monika Hohlmeier, Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz (membro do TCE), Johannes Schwemmer (F4E, diretor), Philippe Mengal (BBI, diretor-executivo), Pierre Meulien (IMI, diretor-executivo), Ryszard Czarnecki, Marian‑Jean Marinescu, Corina Crețu, Michèle Rivasi.
7 de janeiro de 2021, das 15.15 às 16.15
Ponto conjunto com a Comissão do Ambiente, da Saúde Pública e da Segurança Alimentar (ENVI)
9.	Relatório 04/2020 do TCE: Intervenção da UE para dar resposta ao problema dos resíduos de plástico
	CONT/9/04838
	Relator:

	
	José Manuel Fernandes (PPE)
	


	Apresentação por Samo Jereb, relator do TCE

Intervenções: Monika Hohlmeier, Pascal Canfin, Samo Jereb (membro do TCE), Kestutis Sadauskas (Comissão Europeia, DG ENV), José Manuel Fernandes, Maria Spyraki (Comissão ENVI), Caterina Chinnici, Frédérique Ries (Comissão ENVI), Aurelia Beigneux (Comissão ENVI), Margrete Auken (Comissão ENVI), Katalin Cseh, Jutta Paulus (Comissão ENVI), Martin Hojsík (Comissão ENVI), Michèle Rivasi, Catherine Chabaud (Comissão ENVI), María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos (Comissão ENVI).
10.	Diversos
11.	Próximas reuniões
	11 de janeiro de 2021, das 13.45 às 16.15 e das 16.45 às 18.45 (Bruxelas)
	25 e 26 de janeiro de 2021 (Bruxelas)

A reunião é encerrada às 16.40.
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ISSUE N°1 - 6-7 JANUARY 2021
NEWSLETTER

COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 6 JANUARY 2021
13:45 - 16:15
THURSDAY 7 JANUARY 2021
9.00 – 12.30 and 13.45 – 16.15
Remote participation of Members
Room: remote meeting with Interactio (Paul-Henri Spaak 3C050)



Wednesday, 6 January, 13:45 - 15:15

1.	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.


2.	CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points: 

Languages available

FR DE IT EN EL ES CS HU PL RO

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.


3.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS
	15 October 2020	PV – PE661.827v01-00
	28-29 October 2020	PV – PE660.300v01-00
	10 November 2020	PV – PE662.021v01-00
	16 November 2020	PV – PE660.428v01-00


4.	2019 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COMMISSION
CONT/9/03689 - 2020/2140(DEC)
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Discharge hearing with Ilze Juhansone, Secretary-General of the European Commission, in the presence of reporting ECA Member for EU administrative expenditure, François-Roger Cazala

Rapporteur:	Joachim Kuhs (ID) 
Administrator: 	Kaare Barslev

Shadow Rapporteurs: Markus Pieper (EPP), Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D), Olivier Chastel (RE), Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)
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It is the President’s department, at the service of the President, the College and the other Commission departments. It manages the collegial decision-making process and ensures the alignment of EU policies with the political priorities of the Commission. In agreement with the President, the Secretariat-General provides support to the Vice-Presidents in the performance of their role.

According to the annual activity report of the Secretary General: “2019 was a transitional year for the European Commission. The focus in the reporting year was on completing work on the priorities of the Juncker Commission, while in parallel assisting the incoming President and Commission. The smooth passage from the Juncker to the von der Leyen Commission was the result of intensive preparatory work coordinated by the Secretariat General.

At the heart of the decision-making process, the Secretariat-General steered and coordinated all major policy initiatives and led on key cross-cutting policy files such as the negotiation of the future multiannual financial framework, the European Semester of economic policy coordination and the Cooperation and Verification Mechanism for Bulgaria and Romania. The sustained efforts led to a 100% implementation rate of the initiatives listed in the 2019 Commission Work Programme. The Secretariat-General also led on a range of corporate policies, such as the Commission’s better regulation agenda and data protection. It acted as the interface between the Commission and other institutions and bodies, facilitating agreements on the legislation previously tabled.  

The discharge hearing will be based on information provided in public documents, such as 
	the Court of Auditors' 2019 Annual Report, and 
	the new Annual Report on Performance of the EU budget, as well as 
	the Commission's Integrated Financial and Reporting package, and 
	the 2019 Annual Activity Report of DG RTD. 
All the relevant documents can be found on the CONT website.

In accordance with the timetable for the discharge procedure, the written questions for this meeting were sent to the Commission on 11 December 2020 and emailed to Members on the following day. The Commission’s answers are expected on 4 January 2021 and the CONT secretariat will forward them immediately to Members.

It is proposed that the hearing with the Commission Secretary General Juhansone proceeds as follows:

	Introduction by the reporting Member of the European Court of Auditors, François-Roger Cazala, who will present the findings of the respective chapters of the Annual Report 2019, and the Report on the performance of the EU budget;
	The Commission Secretary-General Juhansone will reply to this introduction;
	CONT Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs will put questions to the Commissioner and the Court followed by answers (the ping-pong system);
	Other Members will question the Commissioner and/or the Court;
	Closing remarks by the ECA Member and the CONT Rapporteur.

CONT Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Exchange of views
	CONT
	22-23 February 2021

	Deadline for amendments
	CONT
	2 March 2021

	Vote
	CONT
	22-23 March 2021

	Adoption of report
	Plenary
	April 2021




15:15 - 16:15 


5.	STUDY ON HORIZON 2020: GEOGRAPHICAL BALANCE OF BENEFICIARIES – PERFORMANCE GAP BETWEEN EU13 AND EU15 MEMBER STATES
CONT/9/04828
[image: ]
Presentation of the study by Michal Pazour

Rapporteur:	Tamás DEUTSCH (EPP) 
Administrator: 	Michaela Franke (PolDep)

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\Balance gaps.jpeg]
Today's presentation of the STOA in-depth-analysis “Exploring the performance gap in EU Framework Programmes between EU 13 and EU 15 Member States” is geared towards answering the specific research questions the CONT committee posed: which countries benefited most from the programme and which institutions have received the funding? It analyses the existing distribution of funding and points to policy options at national and EU levels to reduce the gap between different Member States. 



Thursday, 7 January, 9.00 – 10.30

6.	2019 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COMMISSION
	CONT/9/03689 - 2020/2140(DEC)
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\Other pics, logos\Jan Mulder_Chair of OLAF SC.jpeg]
Discharge hearing with Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner responsible for Health and Food Safety

Rapporteur:	Joachim Kuhs (ID) 
Administrators: 	Kaare Barslev

Shadow Rapporteurs: Markus Pieper (EPP), Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D), Olivier Chastel (RE), Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\Commissioners\Kyriakides.jpg]According to the annual activity report of DG Health and Food Safety, DG SANTE operates under the political leadership of the Commissioner for Health and Food Safety on the basis of multi-annual policies and financial frameworks. The 3rd Health Programme 2014-2020 provides funding for health policy and Regulation (EU) No. 652/2014 provides the financial framework for food safety, animal and plant health.
The total payments made by DG SANTE in 2019 represented EUR 435,9 million, while the committed amounts added up to EUR 482,0 million at year-end.
In 2019, DG SANTE's average residual error rate of 0,4 % was clearly below  the materiality threshold of 2%.
No reservation was made in the Director-General's declaration of assurance.
The Court of Auditors has not done any relevant audits concerning the Health programme or Food Safety during the last year. Therefore, there will not be a member of the Court of Auditors present at this hearing. An ECA Review on COVID-19 response to public health is expected later in January.
The discharge hearing will be based on information provided in public documents, such as 
	the Court of Auditors' 2019 Annual Report, and 
	the new Annual Report on Performance of the EU budget, as well as 
	the Commission's Integrated Financial and Reporting package, and 
	the 2019 Annual Activity Report of DG Health and Food Safety
All the relevant documents can be found on the CONT website.

In accordance with the timetable for the discharge procedure, the written questions for this meeting were sent to the Commission on 11 December 2020 and emailed to Members on the following day. The Commission’s answers are expected on 5 January 2021 and the CONT secretariat will forward them immediately to Members.

It is proposed that the hearing with Commissioner Kyriakides proceeds as follows:

	Introduction by Commissioner Kyriakides;
	CONT Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs will put questions to the Commissioner and the Court followed by answers (the ping-pong system);
	Other Members will question the Commissioner ;
	Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

CONT Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Exchange of views
	CONT
	22-23 February 2021

	Deadline for amendments
	CONT
	2 March 2021

	Vote
	CONT
	22-23 March 2021

	Adoption of report
	Plenary
	April 2021




10:30 - 12:30 


7.	2019 DISCHARGE TO THE AGENCIES
	CONT/9/04821

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\Brudzinski.jpg][image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\Garcia Munos Isabel.jpg]



Discharge hearings with the representatives of the following agencies, in the presence of reporting ECA Member, Alex Brenninkmeijer and Bjorn Hansen, Chair of the EU Agencies Network:




– European Union Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER)
– European Asylum Support Office (EASO)
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\ECA Members\Alex Brenninkmeijer.jpg]– European Banking Authority (EBA)
– European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
– European Medicines Agency (EMA)
– European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX)

Co- rapporteurs:	Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Joachim Brudziński (ECR)
Administrator: 	Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: 
	EPP:
	Tomáš Zdechovský - CEDEFOP, EMCDDA, ETF, EU-OSHA, EUROFOUND, CEPOL, EASO, EU-LISA, EUROJUST, EUROPOL, FRA, FRONTEX
	Lefteris Christoforou - all other agencies

	Sándor Rónai (S&D)

	RE:
	Ramona Strugariu - FRA, EUROJUST, EUROPOL, EMCDDA, Frontex, EU-LISA, CEPOL, EASO; 
	Cristian Ghinea - EU-OSHA, EBA, ETF; 
	Gilles Boyer - EIOPA, ESMA; 
	Katalin Cseh - ECDC, BEREC, EIT, ECHA, EFSA, EMA, ENISA, ACER, Euratom, GNSS, EEA; 
	Olivier Chastel - CDT, CEDEFOP, ERA, EASA, EIGE, Eurofound, horizontal report); 
	Pierre Kaleskind - EFCA, EMSA

	Bas Eickhout (Greens)
	Younous Omarjee (GUE/NGL)

The documents are published on the CONT website.Of particular relevance for the hearing as regards the 2019 discharge for the agencies are:

- The ECA’s 2019 Annual Report on EU agencies;
- The ECA’s Special Report on the Future of EU Agencies;
- The replies from the EU Agencies to the written questions of the CONT Committee;

ACER
Though ACER’s accounts received a clean opinion and also on the legality and regularity of revenue, ECA issued a qualified opinion on the legality and regularity of payments made by ACER, which was related to irregular procurement procedures.

EASO
ECA presented a qualified opinion on the legality and regularity of payments made by the Agency, which resulted primarily from findings related to 2016, 2017 and 2019. However, also in 2019, the ECA found payments related to an irregular selection procedure.

EBA
The European Banking Authority (EBA) moved offices from London to Paris in 2019, and a new executive director was appointed. The ECA gave a clean opinion on the EBA’s accounts, and made an observation on the reservation of just over EUR 10 million that resulted from the move to Paris. 

ECDC 
For ECDC it is crucial to note the importance of developing tools for the digitalisation of healthcare in the Union, in particular in the context of tackling the current pandemic. The discharge authority made this recommendation in the framework of the 2018 discharge, though ECDC still has not taken full action towards it. The European Court of Auditors’ did not present findings or recommendations for the year 2019.

EMA
ECA gave a clean opinion on the EMA’s accounts and legality and regularity of its revenue and expenditure. It nevertheless made a number of observations about how it had performed a number of procurement procedures and provided a travel allowance to its staff.
EMA managed in 2019 to sublet its former office in London that it had to vacate in 2019 due to the United Kingdom’s unilateral decision to leave the European Union and resulting move to Amsterdam. Though the financial risk of the continuing lease agreement on its former London office might have been reduced, EMA is concerned that the effort that needs to be given to managing a commercial property will continue to distract EMA from achieving its primary objective.




FRONTEX
ECA pointed to several areas where improvements are needed in Frontex’s financial management, mainly the legality and regularity of transactions and internal controls. ECA also noted improvements, regarding of the ex-ante verifications and re-introduction of ex post verifications on reimbursements.

It is proposed that the exchange of views shall proceed as follows:
	Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors, Mr Alex Brenninkmeijer who will present the findings of the ECA Annual Report on EU agencies for the financial year 2019 and the Special Report on the Future of EU Agencies;
	Response of the Chair of the EU Agencies’ Network, Mr Bjorn Hansen, to the ECA annual report and the ECA Special Report;
	CONT Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs will put questions to the Court, to the EU Agencies Network and the representatives of the above mentioned Agencies, followed by answers (the ping-pong system);
	Other Members will question the Court and the representatives of the agencies ;
	Closing remarks by the ECA Member and the CONT Rapporteur.

CONT Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Exchange of views
	CONT
	22-23 February 2021

	Deadline for amendments
	CONT
	2 March 2021

	Vote
	CONT
	22-23 March 2021

	Adoption of report
	Plenary
	April 2021



The meeting will be suspended until 13.45


13:45 - 15:15 


8.	2019 DISCHARGE TO THE JOINT UNDERTAKINGS
	CONT/9/04827

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\Garcia Munos Isabel.jpg]Discharge hearings with the representatives of the following Joint Undertakings, in the presence of reporting ECA Member, Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz:

- ITER and Development of Fusion Energy (F4E)
- Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI)
- Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI)

Rapporteur:		Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)
Administrator: 		Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP), Corina Crețu (S&D), Martina Dlabajová (RE), Michèle Rivasi (Greens), Younous Omarjee (GUE/NGL)



For the financial year 2019, the eight Joint Undertakings (JUs) subject to the discharge procedure by the Parliament are the following: 
	European Joint Undertaking for ITER and the Development of Fusion Energy (F4E), 
	Single European Sky Air Traffic Management Research Joint Undertaking (SESAR), 
	Clean Sky Joint Undertaking (Clean Sky), 
	Innovative Medicines Initiative Joint Undertaking (IMI),
	Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH), 
	Electronic Components and Systems for European Leadership Joint Undertaking (ECSEL), 
	Bio-based Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI) and 
	Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking (S2R).

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\ECA Members\Ildiko-Gall-Pelcz.jpg]On 12 November 2020, the Court of Auditors published its annual report on JUs in the form of a single consolidated report on all JUs. In its report, the Court: 
	states that JUs' accounts are reliable, and none of the eight JUs has exceeded the materiality threshold of 2%;
	notes that some JUs under Horizon 2020 fell short of targets but completed most of the call procedures, and had awarded and/or signed an average of 78 % of their planned activities by the end of the year;
	notes that several JUs still had weaknesses in their procurement, grant payments and recruitment procedures;
	draws attention to ITER / F4E, citing the risk of further cost increases and delays in implementing the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) project.

CONT will invite three JUs for the hearing: 

	Fusion for Energy (F4E (ITER));
	Bio-based Industries (BBI);
	Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI).

The documents are published on the CONT website. Of particular relevance for the hearing as regards the 2019 discharge for the agencies are:

- ECA’s 2019 Annual Report on Joint Undertakings;

It is proposed that the hearing shall proceed as follows:

	Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors (ECA), Ms Gáll-Pelcz, who will present the findings of the respective Annual Reports 2019;
	Presentation of each of the JUs invited:
	F4E;
	BBI;
	IMI;
	CONT Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs will put questions to the JUs representatives, followed by answers (the ping-pong system);
	Other Members will question the Court and the representatives of the JUs;
	Closing remarks by the ECA Member and the CONT Rapporteur.




CONT Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Exchange of views
	CONT
	22-23 February 2021

	Deadline for amendments
	CONT
	2 March 2021

	Vote
	CONT
	22-23 March 2021

	Adoption of report
	Plenary
	April 2021




15:15 - 16:15 

Joint item with the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)


9. ECA REVIEW 04/2020: EU ACTION TO TACKLE THE ISSUE OF PLASTIC WASTE
	CONT/9/04838
[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\ECA Members\Samo-JEREB.jpg]
Presentation by reporting ECA Member, Samo Jereb

CONT Rapporteur:	José Manuel Fernandes (PPE)
CONT Administrator: 	Kaare Barslev

CONT Shadow Rapporteur: Cristian Ghinea (RE)

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\5.1.4 NEWSLETTERS\CONT News\CONT Members\Garcia Munos Isabel.jpg]The review examines the EU’s approach to the issue of land-based plastic waste, with a particular focus on plastic packaging waste. It highlights some of the gaps, risks, challenges and opportunities of the approach adopted. The Court focused on plastic packaging waste as it represents the single biggest part of plastic waste (61 %).

[image: F:\FILING PLAN_New arborescence\5 COMMUNICATION\Editorial Unit, webpage_Not to archive\Pictures and logos\Adobe Stock Images\Plastic waste.jpeg]The new EU’s Plastics Strategy includes the updating of the 1994 Packaging and Packaging Waste directive (PPWD). The revised PPWD set new plastic packaging recycling targets for 2025 (50 %) and 2030 (55 %). In order to reach these new recycling targets, the EU must reverse the current situation whereby incineration prevails on recycling. The introduction of new stricter reporting rules will likely lead the EU’s reported average plastic packaging recycling rate to drop. Industry sources estimate, this could mean a drop from 41% to 32-29%. 

Even for plastic packaging, the most developed arm of the plastics strategy, concerted action by stakeholders at EU and Member States level will be required to bridge the considerable gap between the current recycling rate and where we need to be in only 5 to 10 years’ time.


It is proposed that the presentation of the review proceeds as follows:

	Presentation of the review by the responsible Member of the European Court of Auditors, Samo Jareb;
	Initial reactions by the Commission;
	The CONT rapporteur will put remarks and questions to the Court and/or the Commission;
	Other members from ENVI and CONT will question the Court and/or the Commission;
	Final answers by the Court and/or the Commission.


10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS


11.	NEXT MEETINGS

	11 January 2021 (Brussels)
	25-26 January 2021 (Brussels)


PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee




NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

Recent Publications 
CONT

Briefing “Gender and geographical balance in the governance structures of Horizon 2020”
[bookmark: _Toc474424085][bookmark: _Toc474490311][bookmark: _Toc474752129][bookmark: _Toc474752182][bookmark: _Toc474752439][bookmark: _Toc474756740][bookmark: _Toc474756779]Briefing “Horizon 2020: Geographical balance of beneficiaries”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (update)
Documentation workshop “Open spaces at EU institutions versus traditional work spaces: justification, evolution, evaluation and results”
Briefing “Open Plan Offices - The new ways of working. The advantages and disadvantages of open office space”
Briefing “Gender equality in the college of the European Court of Auditors”


BUDG

Briefing “EU Gender budgeting: where do we stand?”
Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
Briefing “Next Generation EU - Where are assigned revenue? Which impact in 2021?”
Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union” (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL, RO)
Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and comprehensive”
Briefing “Assigned revenue in the Recovery Plan - The frog that wishes to be as big as the ox?”
Study “A Just Transition Fund - How the EU budget can best assist in the necessary transition from fossil fuels to sustainable energy" (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL)
Briefing “The net operating balances: Variants, emerging numbers and history” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV) 
Briefing “Why net operating balances are a distorted indicator of a Member State’s benefit from the EU budget” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)
Briefing “The benefits of EU membership are not measured by net operating balances” (Available in DA, DE, ES, FR, IT, NL, PL, SV)


Forthcoming Publications

CONT
- Study “The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds”
- Study “MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in 2009”
- Briefing “Special advisers to the European Commission”


BUDG
- Study “Locations of the EU decentralised agencies”
- Study “The Management Boards of the Decentralised Agencies”
- Study “The “cost of non-EU – agencies”, focusing on the health and safety cluster of the EU decentralised agencies”


Forthcoming Events

CONT Study presentation on “Horizon 2020: Geographical balance of beneficiaries”


CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
Policy Department Webpage






Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. 
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