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PROCÈS-VERBAL
Réunion du 1er septembre 2021, de 9 heures à 12 heures, de 13 h 45 à 15 h 45 et de 16 h 45 à 18 h 45,
et du 2 septembre 2021, de 13 h 45 à 15 h 45 et de 16 h 45 à 18 h 45
BRUXELLES
La séance est ouverte le mercredi 1er septembre 2021, à 9 h 6, sous la présidence de Monika Hohlmeier, présidente.
[bookmark: PVXContinue]1er septembre 2021, de 9 heures à 10 h 30
1.	Adoption de l'ordre du jour
L'ordre du jour est adopté tel qu'il ressort du présent procès-verbal.
2.	Communications de la présidence
La présidente attire l’attention des membres sur les informations parues dans CONT News.

Point commun de l’ordre du jour avec la commission de l’agriculture et du développement rural (AGRI)
3.	Rapport spécial n° 11/2021 de la Cour des comptes européenne: soutien exceptionnel aux producteurs de lait de l'UE au cours de la période 2014-2016 - Possibilités d'amélioration de l'efficacité future
	CONT/9/06843
	Rapporteur:

	
	Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)
	


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Nikolaos Milionis, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne
Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Mazaly Aguilar, Nikolaos Milionis (membre de la Cour des comptes européenne), Brigitte Misonne (Commission européenne, DG AGRI), Luke Ming Flanagan, Herbert Dorfmann, Eric Andrieu, Ulrike Müller, Viola Von Cramon - Taubadel, Joachim Kuhs, Martin Häusling, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Maria Noichl, Claude Gruffat, Krzysztof Jurgiel, Gilles Lebreton, Benoit Biteau.
1er septembre 2021, de 10 h 30 à 12 heures
Point commun de l’ordre du jour avec la commission de l’agriculture et du développement rural (AGRI) et la commission de l’environnement, de la santé publique et de la sécurité alimentaire (ENVI)
4.	Rapport spécial n° 16/2021 de la Cour des comptes européenne: Politique agricole commune et climat: La moitié des dépenses de l'UE liées au climat vont à l'agriculture, mais les émissions des exploitations agricoles ne diminuent pas
	CONT/9/06844
	Rapporteur:

	
	Michal Wiezik (PPE)
	


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Viorel Ștefan, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne 
Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Mazaly Aguilar, Pascal Canfin, Viorel Ștefan (membre de la Cour des comptes européenne), Pierre Bascou (Commission européenne, DG AGRI), Simon Kay (Commission européenne, DG CLIMA), Michal Wiezik, Herbert Dorfmann, Christoph Hansen, Clara Aguilera, Jytte Guteland, Ulrike Müller, Martin Hojsík, Michèle Rivasi, Martin Häusling, Pär Holmgren, Joachim Kuhs, Ivan David, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Anna Zalewska, Luke Ming Flanagan, Anja Hazekamp, Viola Von Cramon, Traian Băsescu, Eric Andrieu, Benoît Biteau, Tilly Metz, Gilles Lebreton, Mick Wallace, Jérémy Decerle.
La séance est suspendue à 12 h 22.
* * *
La séance reprend à 13 h 51.
1er septembre 2021, de 13 h 45 à 15 heures
Point commun de l’ordre du jour avec la commission de l’environnement, de la santé publique et de la sécurité alimentaire (ENVI)
5.	Rapport spécial n° 12/2021 de la Cour des comptes européenne: Le principe du pollueur-payeur: Une application incohérente dans les différentes politiques et actions environnementales de l'UE
	CONT/9/06846
	Rapporteur:

	
	Michal Wiezik (PPE)
	


	Présentation du rapport spécial par Viorel Ștefan, membre rapporteur de la Cour des comptes européenne 
Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, César Luena, Michal Wiezik, Traian Basescu, Cyrus Engerer, Martin Hojsík, Viola Von Cramon - Taubadel, Jutta Paulus, Joachim Kuhs, Anna Zalewska, Anja Hazekamp, Viorel Ștefan (Cour des comptes européenne), Aurel Ciobanu – Dordea (Commission européenne, DG ENV), Nicola de Michelis (Commission européenne, DG REGIO).
1er septembre 2021, de 15 heures à 15 h 45
6.	Évaluation des mesures préventives visant à éviter la corruption, les dépenses irrégulières et l’utilisation abusive des fonds de l’Union et des fonds nationaux dans le cas de fonds d’urgence et de domaines de dépenses liés à la crise
	CONT/9/04477
		2020/2222(INI)	
	Rapporteure:

	
	Michèle Rivasi (Verts/ALE)
	PR – PE695.295v01-00

	Fond:

	
	CONT

	Avis:

	
	LIBE


	Examen du projet de rapport
Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Michèle Rivasi, Olivier Waelbroeck (Commission européenne, DG BUDG), Charlotte Arwidi (OLAF), Andrey Novakov, Isabel Garcia Muñoz, Ramona Strugariu, Joachim Kuhs, Wolfgang Philipp (Commission européenne, DG SANTE), Jacky Marteau (OLAF).
La séance est suspendue à 15 h 58.
* * *
La séance reprend à 16 h 51.
1er septembre 2021, de 16 h 45 à 17 h 45
7.	L'incidence de la criminalité organisée sur les ressources propres de l'UE et sur le détournement des fonds européens, en particulier dans le domaine de la gestion partagée, dans une perspective d’audit et de contrôle
	CONT/9/04473
		2020/2221(INI)	
	Rapporteur:

	
	Tomáš Zdechovský (PPE)
	PR – PE695.313v02-00

	Fond:

	
	CONT

	Avis:

	
	EMPL  
	Décision: pas d'avis
	

	
	AGRI  
	Adrián Vázquez Lázara (Renew)
	PA – PE695.116v01-00
AM – PE696.320v01-00

	
	LIBE  
	Caterina Chinnici (S&D)
	PA – PE696.281v01-00


	Examen du projet de rapport
Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Tomáš Zdechovský, Ernesto Bianchi, (OLAF), Olivier Waelbroeck (Commission européenne, DG BUDG), Caterina Chinnici, Ramona Strugariu, Mikuláš Peksa, Joachim Kuhs.
1er septembre 2021, de 17 h 45 à 18 h 15
8.	Décharge 2019: Agence européenne de garde-frontières et de garde-côtes (FRONTEX)
	CONT/9/06143
		2020/2167(DEC)	COM(2020)0288[28] – C9-0247/2020
	Rapporteur:

	
	Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)
	PR – PE695.041v01-00

	Fond:

	
	CONT

	Avis:

	
	LIBE


	Examen du projet de rapport

Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Elżbieta Rafalska, Olivier Onidi (Commission européenne, DG HOME), Tomáš Zdechovský, Caterina Chinnici, Ramona Strugariu, Viola Von Cramon - Taubadel, Joachim Kuhs, Markus Pieper

1er septembre 2021, de 18 h 15 à 18 h 45
9.	Décharge 2019: Budget général de l'UE - Conseil et Conseil européen
	CONT/9/06140
		2020/2142(DEC)	COM(2020)0288[03] – C9-0222/2020
	Rapporteur:

	
	Pascal Durand (Renew)
	PR – PE695.074v01-00

	Fond:

	
	CONT


	Examen du projet de rapport
Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Pascal Durand, Jeroen Lenaers, Isabel Garcia Muñoz, Mikuláš Peksa, Joachim Kuhs

La séance est suspendue à 18 h 44.
* * *
La séance reprend à 13 h 55.
2 septembre 2021, de 13 h 45 à 15 h 45
10.	Audition publique sur la numérisation de la surveillance des flux monétaires européens, y compris un contrôle plus efficace, en particulier dans le domaine de la gestion partagée
	CONT/9/06859
	Voir projet d’ordre du jour séparé
Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Ramona Strugariu, Mikuláš Peksa, Joachim Kuhs, Petri Sarvamaa, Elżbieta Rafalska
La séance est suspendue à 16 h 8.

* * *
La séance reprend à 16 h 49.
2 septembre 2021, de 16 h 45 à 18 h 15
Point commun de l’ordre du jour avec la commission des affaires étrangères (AFET) et la commission de la culture et de l’éducation (CULT)
11.	Suivi de la décharge pour l’exercice 2019 - rapport sur les manuels scolaires palestiniens
	CONT/9/06847
	Échange de vues

Interviennent: Monika Hohlmeier, Witold Waszczykowski, Sabine Verheyen, Eckhardt Fuchs (Georg-Eckert-Institute), Riem Spielhaus (Georg-Eckert-Institute), Maciej Popowski (Commission européenne, DG NEAR), Fernando Gentilini (SEAE), Niclas Herbst, Isabel Garcia Muñoz, Viola Von Cramon - Taubadel, Joachim Kuhs, Michael Gahler, Maria Arena, Soraya Rodríguez, Jordi Solé, Bert-Jan Ruissen, Manu Pineda, Karlo Ressler, Evin Incir, Isabel Benjumea, Giuseppina Picierno, Margarida Marques.
2 septembre 2021, de 18 h 15 à 18 h 45
À huis clos
12.	Réunion des coordinateurs
 
13.	Divers
14.	Prochaines réunions
	·	27 - 30 septembre 2021
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	Monika Hohlmeier, Caterina Chinnici, Isabel García Muñoz, Petri Sarvamaa
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Committee on Budgetary Control
- The Secretariat -


COORDINATORS' MEETING
	
Thursday, 2 September 2021 
18.15 - 18.45
Brussels, Visio/Remote meeting 

(meeting room: SPINELLI 3E-2)

Summary of Coordinator’s recommendations


Present	12
Items for decision	12
1.	Lessons learned from the 2019 discharge procedure and the way forward (EW)	12
2.	Screening of ECA reports	12
3.	Annual work visit to Luxembourg - ECA and possible other elements (KB, DR)	13
4.	Dates for a possible CONT working-visit to OLAF (DR)	13
5.	Inviting representatives of national authorities to upcoming CONT meetings (KB)	13
6.	European Gender Equality Week in October 2021 (Week 43) (HS)	13
Items for information	13
7.	CONT opinion in for of a letter to BUDG on the draft general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2022	13
8.	Documents received for information - see Annex VI	14
9.	Any other business	14
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[bookmark: _Toc83732535]Items for decision 


[bookmark: _Toc73090459][bookmark: _Toc83732536]1.	Lessons learned from the 2019 discharge procedure and the way forward (EW)

	Decision: 

Coordinators decided: 
- that the special Coordinators meeting should include the Chair, Vice-Chairs, Coordinators as well as other interested CONT Members; 
- to approve the list of questions from the Secretariat which will not prevent Members from discussing further issues.




[bookmark: _Toc38473372]
[bookmark: _Toc83732537]2.	Screening of ECA reports 

	Report
	Title
	Date of publication
	Pol.group
	Secretariat’s/Chair’s proposal

	17/2021
	EU readmission cooperation with third countries: relevant actions yielded limited results"
	13 Sept
	EPP
	No direct budgetary implication; propose to AFET and LIBE to present it

	18/2021
	Commission’s surveillance of Member States exiting a macroeconomic adjustment programme
	15 Sept
	EPP
	No direct budgetary implication; propose to ECON to present it



	Decision: 

Coordinators approved the proposals from the Secretariat/chair.





[bookmark: _Toc83732538]3.	Annual work visit to Luxembourg - ECA and possible other elements (KB, DR)

	Decision: 

Coordinators decided to organise an annual working visit to ECA in winter 2021 or spring. The visit should be combined with a visit to EPPO, KAD and EIB and an extraordinary CONT meeting. Coordinators tasked the secretariat to elaborate a concrete proposal. 




[bookmark: _Toc83732539]4.	Dates for a possible CONT working-visit to OLAF (DR)

	Decision: 

Coordinators decided to:
- organise the working-visit to OLAF on 28.10.;
- approve the follow-up letter to OLAF. 





[bookmark: _Toc83732540]5.	Inviting representatives of national authorities to upcoming CONT meetings (KB)

	Decision: 

Coordinators approved the text in Annex IV with the modification, to delete the following sentence:

“The speakers from the national authorities should speak first and the participation from the Commission and the other EU services should be concentrated on the issues raised by national authorities.” 




[bookmark: _Toc83732541]6.	European Gender Equality Week in October 2021 (Week 43) (HS)

	Decision: 

Coordinators approved to use a one hour timeslot in the CONT meeting of 26 October and authorised the Secretariat, in close consultation with Ms Cseh, to prepare a briefing document ahead of this meeting.




[bookmark: _Toc25849274][bookmark: _Toc83732542]Items for information
[bookmark: _Toc50707327][bookmark: _Toc44528086]
[bookmark: _Toc83732543]7.	CONT opinion in for of a letter to BUDG on the draft general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2022

[bookmark: _Toc83732544][bookmark: _Toc76654429]8.	Documents received for information - see Annex VI 

[bookmark: _Toc83732545]9.	Any other business

[bookmark: _Toc83732546]10.	Time and date of next Coordinators' meeting
	27-30 September 2021



ISSUE N°11 - 1-2 SEPTEMBER 2021
NEWSLETTER

COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER 2021
9.00 – 12.00 and 13.45 – 15.45 and 16.45 – 18.45
Room: Altiero Spinelli 3E2 and visioconference
THURSDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER 2021
13.45 – 15.45 and 16.45 – 18.45
Room: Altiero Spinelli 3E2 and visioconference



1 September 2021, 9.00 – 10.30

1.	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.

2.	CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points: 

Languages available

FR DE IT EN ES PT CS PL RO; EL and HU passive only.

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage. 

Adoption of Coordinators’ recommendations

Summary of the Coordinators' recommendations of the meeting on 12 July 2021 was circulated to the Members on 14 July 2021. 

If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, these recommendations will be deemed approved.
JOINT AGENDA POINT WITH COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (AGRI)

3. 	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 11/2021: EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORT FOR EU MILK PRODUCERS IN 2014–2016 - POTENTIAL TO IMPROVE FUTURE EFFICIENCY
CONT/9/06843
[image: ]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member Nikolaos Milionis 

Rapporteur:	Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)
Administrator: 	Benoît Lefort



In the early 2010s, farmers in some EU Member States significantly increased their milk production, taking advantage of higher prices which peaked at the beginning of 2014. In August 2014, the Russian Federation banned dairy products from Member States in response to EU sanctions over Ukraine. 

The EU common agricultural policy (CAP) provides mechanisms that mitigate such situations, including direct payments to stabilise farmers’ income, market intervention measures known as the ‘safety net’ to support prices by temporarily removing surpluses, and exceptional measures to counter market disturbances.

The auditors concluded that the European Commission reacted rapidly to the Russian ban. But the auditors also noted that the Commission took longer to address underlying market imbalances. Despite the income stabilisation effect of direct payments, milk producers can face cash-flow issues following a sudden price fall. The Commission sought to address this issue, but it did not assess the scale of dairy farms’ cash-flow difficulties.

The ECA recommends the Commission to update its procedures for tackling market imbalances so that it will first check whether conditions attached to CAP contribute to oversupply and also to make the use of public funds more efficient by analysing the impact of market disturbances and existing support and linking exceptional support to clear targets.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA Special Report proceeds as follows:

	CONT and AGRI Chairs’ initial remarks; 
	The ECA Member Nikolaos MILIONIS will present the Report; 
	The European Commission’s representative will make introductory remarks; 
	CONT Rapporteur will make observations and raise questions; 
	CONT and AGRI Members will make remarks and put questions to the ECA Member and the Commission’s representatives; 
	The ECA and the European Commission representatives will reply to the questions posed; 
	CONT and AGRI Chairs will make concluding remarks.


The ECA report is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents.
1 September 2021, 10.30 – 12.00
JOINT AGENDA POINT WITH COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (AGRI) AND COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY (ENVI)

4.	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 16/2021: COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY AND CLIMATE: HALF OF EU CLIMATE SPENDING BUT FARM EMISSIONS ARE NOT DECREASING 
	CONT/9/06844
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member Viorel Ștefan

Rapporteur: 	Michal Wiezik (EPP)
Administrator: 	Diego Rasetti


The Commission opted in 2011 to mainstream climate into the EU budget (“climate mainstreaming”). This involved integrating mitigation and adaptation measures (“climate action”) into EU policies. The Commission attributed over EUR 100 billion of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) funds during the 2014-2020 period to tackle climate change (almost 26 % of the CAP budget). In this Special Report, the ECA verifies whether the 2014-2020 CAP indeed supported climate mitigation practices with a potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and if such practices were better incentivised than in the 2007-2013 period. 
The ECA’s work focused on the main sources of greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture: livestock and manure storage; application of chemical fertilisers and manure, and; land use (cultivation of organic soils and conversion of grassland and cropland). 
[image: ECA climate change]Audit findings suggest that the changes in the 2014-2020 CAP did not reflect the new climate ambitions. The ECA found that the CAP funds attributed to climate action had little impact on such emissions: livestock emission did not decrease between 2010 and 2018; greenhouse gas emissions from the use of chemical fertilisers and manure increased between 2010 and 2018, and CAP provided little or no support to mitigation practices to be adopted in the use of land. The CAP mostly finances measures with a low potential to mitigate climate change. The CAP does not seek to limit or reduce livestock (50 % of agriculture emissions) and supports farmers who cultivate drained peatlands (20 % of emissions). 
Based on its assessment, the ECA recommends the Commission to take action to reduce emissions from agriculture and from cultivated drained organic soils and to set-up a reporting tool allowing regular monitoring of CAP’s contribution to climate mitigation. The ECA also invokes the application of the “polluter pays” principle to agriculture. The Commission partially accepts the ECA recommendations.
It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA Special Report proceeds as follows:

	CONT , AGRI and ENVI Chairs’ initial remarks; 
	The ECA Member Viorel Ștefan will present the Report; 
	The European Commission’s representative will make introductory remarks; 
	CONT Rapporteur will make observations and raise questions; 
	CONT, AGRI and ENVI Members will make remarks and put questions to the ECA Member and the Commission’s representatives; 
	The ECA and the European Commission representatives will reply to the questions posed; 
	CONT, AGRI and ENVI Chairs will make concluding remarks.


The ECA report is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents

The meeting will be suspended until 13.45

***
1 September 2021, 13.45 – 15.00
JOINT AGENDA POINT WITH COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY (ENVI)

5. 	ECA SPECIAL REPORT 12/2021: THE POLLUTER PAYS PRINCIPLE: INCONSISTENT APPLICATION ACROSS EU ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES AND ACTIONS
	CONT/9/06846
[image: ]
Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member Viorel Ștefan

Rapporteur: 		Michal Wiezik (EPP)
Administrator: 	Giulia Bastianello


ECA Member Viorel Ștefan will present the ECA Special Report on the polluter pays principle, one of the key principles underlying the European Union’s environmental policy.
The principle requires that polluters should bear the costs of their pollution. The report focuses on whether the principle was well applied in four EU environmental policy areas: industrial pollution, waste, water, and soil. The ECA assessed whether the Commission’s actions related to the Environmental Liability Directive for regulating environmental damage from economic activity brought results and whether the Commission and Member States protected the EU budget from being used to bear expenses that polluters should have paid. 
Over the 2014-2020 period, the planned EU budget on cohesion policy and the LIFE Programme amounts to about EUR 29 billion on projects aimed specifically at protecting the environment. The ECA examined EU spending and action concerning the 2014-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework.
The ECA found that while the principle is generally reflected in the EU’s environmental policies, its coverage remains incomplete and it is applied unevenly across sectors and Member States. The auditors point out that, as a result, public money – instead of polluters’ – is sometimes used to fund clean-up actions. With regards to environmental liability, the Commission’s actions to support Member States’ implementation of the Environmental Liability Directive had not solved key weaknesses, such as unclear key concepts and definitions and the absence of financial security in cases of insolvency. The EU budget is sometimes used to fund clean-up actions that should under the Polluter Pays Principle 
have been borne by polluters.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA Special Report proceeds as follows:

	CONT Chair and ENVI Vice-Chair’s initial remarks; 
	The ECA Member Viorel Ștefan will present the Report; 
	The European Commission’s representative will make introductory remarks; 
	CONT Rapporteur will make observations and raise questions; 
	CONT and ENVI Members will make remarks and put questions to the ECA Member and the Commission’s representatives; 
	The European Commission and the ECA will reply to the questions posed; 
	ENVI Vice-Chair and CONT Chair’s concluding remarks.


The ECA report is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents

1 September 2021, 15.00 - 15.45

6.	EVALUATION OF PREVENTIVE MEASURES FOR AVOIDING CORRUPTION, IRREGULAR SPENDING AND MISUSE OF EU AND NATIONAL FUNDS IN CASE OF EMERGENCY FUNDS AND CRISIS-RELATED SPENDING AREAS
CONT/9/04477 - 2020/2222(INI)

[image: ]Consideration of draft report

Rapporteur:		Michèle Rivasi (Greens/EFA)
Administrator: 		Ana Maria Nogueira

Shadow Rapporteurs: Andrey Novakov (EPP), Isabel García Muñoz (S&D), Ramona Strugariu (Renew), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR) and Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)


According to the OECD, corruption will be a major hurdle to achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. Corruption is a severe impediment to sustainable economic, political and social progress for countries at all levels of development. Corruption is also an aggravating factor in crisis - corruption and emergencies feed off each other, creating a vicious cycle of mismanagement, abuse and deeper crisis. 
The COVID-19 pandemic was seen by some as an opportunity to take advantage of the emergency to abuse their power for private gain. A wave of corruption-related incidents linked to the current situation underscores the importance of continuing and strengthening transparency and accountability efforts. In many countries, responses to COVID-19 have seen breaches of anti-corruption standards such as cutting corners in procurement processes. 

Curbing corruption requires government ownership of reforms, international cooperation, and a joint effort with civil society and the private sector. The Lisbon Treaty took the direction of reinforcing the role of the European Parliament, to bring about more coherence and democratic accountability. This draft report proposes concrete measures regarding the design, promotion and implementation of better anti-corruption policies.

Representatives from DG BUDG, DG SANTE, and OLAF will also be present and ready to take the floor. 


Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Deadline for tabling AMs
	
	15 September, 14:00

	Vote and Adoption
	CONT
	25-26 October 2021 



The meeting will be suspended until 16.45
***
1 September 2021, 16.45 - 17.45

7.	THE IMPACT OF ORGANISED CRIME ON OWN RESOURCES OF THE EU AND ON THE MISUSE OF EU FUNDS WITH A PARTICULAR FOCUS ON SHARED MANAGEMENT FROM AN AUDITING AND CONTROL PERSPECTIVE
CONT/9/04473 - 2020/2221(INI)

[image: ]Consideration of draft report

Rapporteur:		Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP) 
Administrator: 	Fernando Gallego Osuna

Shadow Rapporteurs: Caterina Chinnici (S&D), Ramona Strugariu (Renew), Matteo Adinolfi (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR) and Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)


This own-initiative report looks into the impact of organised crime on own resources of the EU and on the misuse of EU funds with a particular focus on shared management from an auditing and control perspective.

The draft report details the different types of fraud carried out by organised crime impacting the EU finances, from revenue fraud, which includes value-added tax fraud as a significant component, to the misuse of common agricultural policy funds, including land grabbing. Fraud in public procurement and coronavirus-related fraud activities, including fraud concerning health infrastructure, is also covered. 

The draft report calls on the Commission and Member States to consider a more coherent use of all the available tools to detect and tackle fraud, particularly the Arachne IT platform and EDES. It also calls on the Commission to start developing a common approach for assessing the impact of organised crime in EU finances and tackling it together with the Member States.

Representatives from OLAF and DG BUDG will also be present and ready to take the floor. 

Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Deadline for tabling AMs
	
	14 September 2021, 14.00

	Vote and Adoption
	CONT
	25-26 October 2021



1 September 2021, 17.45 - 18.15

8.	2019 DISCHARGE: EUROPEAN BORDER AND COAST GUARD AGENCY (FRONTEX)
CONT/9/06143 - 2020/2167(DEC)

[image: ]Consideration of draft report

Rapporteur:		Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR) 
Administrator: 	Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP), Sandor Ronai (S&D), Ramona Strugariu (Renew), Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA) and Younous Omarjee (The Left)


After the postponement of discharge in April 2021, the Rapporteur for the 2019 discharge to Frontex (the European Border and Coast Guard Agency) will present a second draft report. The draft report provides the latest information available following and in relation to the postponed 2019 discharge decision. This includes, among other things, the outcome of the investigation of the Frontex Scrutiny Working Group into the alleged violations of fundamental rights by Frontex, the follow-up given by Frontex to the most important elements of the first 2019 discharge report, and the recommendations given by the ECA in its Special Report 08/2021 on Frontex' support to external border management.

Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Deadline for tabling AMs
	
	7 September 2021, 14.00

	Vote and Adoption
	CONT
	30 September 2021

	Adoption in Plenary
	Plenary
	October I or II 2021 (tbc)



1 September 2021, 18.15 - 18.45

9.	2019 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - COUNCIL AND EUROPEAN COUNCIL
CONT/9/06140- 2020/2142(DEC)

[image: ]Consideration of draft report

Rapporteur:		Pascal Durand (Renew) 
Administrator: 	Diego Rasetti

Shadow Rapporteurs: Jeroen Leaners (EPP), Isabel García Muñoz (S&D), Mikulas Peksa (Greens/EFA), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)  and Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)


The remarks made by Parliament in its discharge resolution of 28 April 2021 have not been followed up by the Council. The Rapporteur will present a second draft report reiterating the observations on the lack of information provided on actions taken to tackle gender and geographical imbalances, to enhance ethical values and integrity, avoidance of conflict of interests, and transparency in the legislation-making process. 
The second draft report recalls Parliament's role in the discharge in respect of the implementation of the budget and calls for cooperation in the discharge procedure, insisting on the importance of effective scrutiny of expenditure incurred by every institution and body, including the Council.

Timetable

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Deadline for tabling AMs
	
	7 September 2021, 14.00

	Vote and Adoption
	CONT
	30 September 2021

	Adoption in Plenary
	Plenary
	October I or II 2021 (tbc)



                                                                                    ***
2 September 2021, 13.45 - 15.45

10.	PUBLIC HEARING ON DIGITALISING THE OVERSIGHT OF EUROPEAN MONEY FLOWS INCLUDING A MORE EFFECTIVE CONTROL, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF SHARED MANAGEMENT	
CONT/9/06859

[image: Currency concept: Euro on digital background]Public hearing - see programme below
	
Administrator: 			Kaare Barslev


CONT is organising a Public Hearing on the digitalisation of the oversight of European money flows including a more effective control, particularly in the area of shared management. The hearing will consist of two panels. The first will focus on problems with the existing system and will hear presentations from:
	Peter Welch, Director, ECA, title “Known unknowns”
	Beatriz Sanz Redrado, Director for General Affairs, OLAF, title “Seeking the beneficiary – hitting all the bumps”
	Willem Pieter De Groen, Senior Research Fellow & Head of Unit, CEPS, title “Key limitations in transparency of CAP and Cohesion Fund beneficiaries“

The second panel will focus on tools and initiatives to improve the system and will hear presentations from:
	Mark Schelfhout, Head of Unit, DG ECFIN, title “Data-mining: advantages, hurdles and possibilities“
	Willem Pieter De Groen, Senior Research Fellow & Head of Unit, CEPS, title “Requirements for an effective data tool covering CAP and Cohesion Fund beneficiaries“
	Olivier Waelbroeck, Director, DG BUDG, title “Beneficiaries’ data for controls and audit: the development of ARACHNE as a concrete example of how digitalising can improve risk assessment and contribute to a better protection of the EU budget”


PROGRAMME 
Public remote hearing on
“Digitalising the oversight of European money flows including a more effective control particularly in the area of shared management”

2 September 2021 (13.45-15.45)
Brussels, 
Altiero Spinelli, room 3E2, and remote participation

	13:45 - 13:48
	Opening remarks and introduction by the Chair, Ms Hohlmeier 

	13:48 - 14:15
	First panel: Problems with the existing system

	“Known unknowns” - Mr Peter Welch, Director, Chamber I — Sustainable use of natural resources, European Court of Auditors ECA 
	“Seeking the beneficiary – hitting all the bumps” - Beatriz Sanz Redrado, Director for General Affairs, European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)
	“Key limitations in transparency of CAP and Cohesion Fund beneficiaries“ - Mr Willem Pieter De Groen, Senior Research Fellow & Head of Unit, Centre for European Policy Studies, CEPS

	
14:15 - 14:45

	Questions, replies, debate

	14:45 - 15:15
	
Second panel: Tools and initiatives to improve the system

	Data-mining: advantages, hurdles and possibilities“ - Mr Mark Schelfhout, Head of Unit, Control, planning and evaluation, Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs (DG ECFIN) 
	“Requirements for an effective data tool covering CAP and Cohesion Fund beneficiaries“ - Mr Willem Pieter De Groen, Senior Research Fellow & Head of Unit, Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS)
	“Beneficiaries’ data for controls and audit: the development of ARACHNE as a concrete example of how digitalising can improve risk assessment and contribute to a better protection of the EU budget” - Mr Olivier Waelbroeck, Director, Central Financial Service , General Directorate for Budget (DG BUDG)

	15:15 - 15:43
	Questions, replies, debate

Also available for answering questions: Christina Borchmann, Director, DG AGRI and Franck Sébert, Director, DG REGIO/DG EMPL)

	15:43 - 15:45
	Closing remarks by the Chair




The meeting will be suspended until 16.45

***



2 September 2021, 16.45 - 18.15

JOINT AGENDA POINT WITH COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS (AFET) AND COMMITTEE ON CULTURE AND EDUCATION (CULT)

11. FOLLOW-UP TO THE DISCHARGE 2019 – REPORT ON PALESTINIAN TEXTBOOKS	
CONT/9/06847

[image: ]Exchange of views
		
Administrator: 	Fernando Gallego Osuna 			


This exchange of views is organised jointly with the CULT and AFET Committees, and an invitation has been extended to members of the BUDG Committee to participate. 

In the 2019 Commission discharge, the European Parliament expressed its concern about the hate speech and violence taught in Palestinian school textbooks and used in schools by UNRWA, insisting that the earmarking of EU funding such as PEGASE for salaries paid to teachers and public servants in the education sector must be made conditional on educational material and course content complying with UNESCO standards of peace, tolerance, coexistence, and non-violence. 

The Commission launched a study of Palestinian textbooks on the basis of these UNESCO-defined criteria. The study, carried out by the Georg Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research (GEI), provides a comprehensive and objective analysis of current textbooks with regards to these international education standards.

The GEI will present its conclusions, and the Commission (DG NEAR) and the European External Action Service (EEAS) will further present the topic and answer questions.  

It is proposed that the exchange of views is organised as follows:
 
	CONT, AFET and CULT Chairs’ initial remarks; 
	Presentation of the study by GEI, followed by presentations from DG NEAR and EEAS; 
	CONT members will make their remarks and questions, and be answered by GEI/DG NEAR/EEAS;
	AFET members will make their remarks and questions, and be answered by GEI/DG NEAR/EEAS;
	CULT members will make their remarks and questions, and be answered by GEI/DG NEAR/EEAS;
	Catch-the-eye, as time allows;
	Final replies and closing statements from GEI/DG NEAR/EEAS if needed;
	CONT, AFET and CULT Chairs’ closing remarks.
 

2 September 2021, 18.15 - 18.45


12.	COORDINATORS’ MEETING

Meeting held in camera with the remote participation tool Interactio
[image: ]
Coordinators present in Brussels can attend the meeting in room: Altiero Spinelli 3E2. 



13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

14. NEXT MEETINGS


	27 September, 2021
	30 September, 2021


PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee









NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
CONT
Study "Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"
Briefing "Budgetary control of the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU budget" 
Briefing "The financial management of visitor groups to the national parliaments"
At a Glance "The Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"
Proceedings of the workshop “The EU’s current role in GRECO and ambitions for the future: How to move towards full membership”
Briefing “EU cooperation with the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO): how to move towards full membership”
Background note on “Simplification” for the CONT hearing
Briefing Missing Trader Intra-Community Fraud
Study “The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds”
Proceedings of the workshop “Use of big data and AI in fighting corruption and misuse of public funds - good practice, ways forward and how to integrate new technology into contemporary control framework”
Study “MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in 2009”
Study “Special advisers to the Commission (2014 - 2019)”
Briefing “Gender and geographical balance in the governance structures of Horizon 2020”
Briefing “Horizon 2020: Geographical balance of beneficiaries”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (update)
Documentation workshop “Open spaces at EU institutions versus traditional work spaces: justification, evolution, evaluation and results”

BUDG
Briefing: “The Sustainable Development Goals in the EU budget“
Briefing “The financial management of visitor groups to the national parliaments“
Briefing “The integration of the European Development Funds into the MFF 2021 - 2027”
In-depth Analysis “Implementation of the EU Trust Funds and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey” Update - March 2021
In-depth Analysis “Reform of the EU own resources”
Briefing “EU Gender budgeting: where do we stand?”
Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
Briefing “Next Generation EU - Where are assigned revenue? Which impact in 2021?”
Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union” (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL, RO)
Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and comprehensive”

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS
BUDG
- Briefing “The borrowing strategy for Next Generation EU: design, challenges and opportunities"
- Study "Recovery, Brexit, Off-Budget instruments... what should be addressed in the next revision of the Financial Regulation?"
- Study "New EU own resources: possibilities and limitations of steering effects and sectoral policy co-benefits"
- Study “Locations of the EU decentralised agencies”
- Study “The Management Boards of the Decentralised Agencies”
- Study “The “cost of non-EU – agencies”, focusing on the health and safety cluster of the EU decentralised agencies”

CONT
- Briefing “Requirements for a unique beneficiary database”
- Study "Identifying patterns of fraud with EU funds under shared management, similarities and differences between member states"
- Briefing “The Early-detection and exclusion system”
CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
Policy Department Webpage: https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html
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