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Commissione per il controllo dei bilanci
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PROCESSO VERBALE

Riunione dell'11 maggio 2022, dalle 9.00 alle 12.00, dalle 13.45 alle 15.45 e dalle 16.45
alle 18.45

BRUXELLES

La riunione ha inizio mercoledi 11 maggio 2022 alle 9.05, sotto la presidenza di Monika
Hohlmeier (presidente).

11 maggio 2022, dalle 9.00 alle 11.00
1. Approvazione dell'ordine del giorno

Il progetto di ordine del giorno & approvato nella versione che figura nel presente
processo verbale.

2. Comunicazioni della presidenza

La presidente richiama l'attenzione dei deputati sulle informazioni riportate nel
bollettino della commissione CONT.

3. Approvazione di processi verbali di riunione
e 14¢e 15 marzo 2022 PV — PE730.145v01-00
e 31 marzo 2022 PV —PE731.572v01-00

I processi verbali sono approvati.
*** Votazione a distanza ***

4. Apertura della procedura di votazione a distanza: primo turno — Emendamenti
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S. Tutela degli interessi finanziari dell'Unione europea — Lotta contro la frode —
Relazione annuale 2020
La votazione sugli emendamenti relativi al punto 5 si svolge dalle 9.10 alle 10.12 e la
votazione finale si svolge dalle 13.48 alle 14.46.

CONT/9/07782
2021/2234(INT)

Relatrice:
Katalin Cseh (Renew) PR - PE704.701v01-00
AM - PE731.505v01-00
Merito:
CONT
Parere:
EMPL Decisione: nessun parere
e Approvazione del progetto di relazione

Decisione: il progetto di relazione ¢ approvato con 24 voti favorevoli, 1 contrario e
4 astensioni. (Cfr. esito delle votazioni per appello nominale e sintesi dei
risultati di cui all'allegato I).

6. Controllo delle attivita finanziarie della Banca europea per gli investimenti —
Relazione annuale 2020

La votazione sugli emendamenti relativi al punto 6 si svolge dalle 9.10 alle 10.12 ¢ la
votazione finale si svolge dalle 13.48 alle 14.46.

CONT/9/07784
2021/2235(INT)
Relatrice:
Corina Cretu (S&D) PR — PE704.684v01-00
AM - PE731.527v01-00
Merito:
CONT

e Approvazione del progetto di relazione

Decisione: il progetto di relazione ¢ approvato con 23 voti favorevoli, 3 contrari e
3 astensioni. (Cfr. esito delle votazioni per appello nominale e sintesi dei
risultati di cui all'allegato I).

7. Istituzione dell' Autorita per la lotta al riciclaggio e al finanziamento del
terrorismo e modifica dei regolamenti (UE) n. 1093/2010, (UE) n. 1094/2010, (UE)
n. 1095/2010

La votazione sugli emendamenti relativi al punto 7 si svolge dalle 9.10 alle 10.12 e la
votazione finale si svolge dalle 13.48 alle 14.46.
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CONT/9/07464
#%%]  2021/0240(COD)  COM(2021)0421 — C9-0340/2021

Relatore per parere:
José Manuel Fernandes (PPE) PA —PE719.717v01-00
AM - PE731.546v01-00

Merito:
ECON, LIBE Luis Garicano (Renew) PR — PE731.820v01-00
— Emil Radev (PPE)
e Approvazione del progetto di parere
Decisione: il progetto di parere ¢ approvato con 26 voti favorevoli, 2 contrari e 1
astensione. (Cfr. esito delle votazioni per appello nominale e sintesi dei
risultati di cui all'allegato I).

Intervengono: Monika Hohlmeier, Jos¢é Manuel Fernandes.

**% Fine delle votazioni ***

Parallelamente alla votazione
11 maggio 2022, dalle 9.00 alle 11.00

8. Seminario dal titolo "L'approccio di audit unico — Cause profonde delle carenze
nell'attivita delle autorita di gestione e audit degli Stati membri"
CONT/9/08895
Relatrice:

Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
e Presentazione a cura del dipartimento tematico Affari di bilancio (PolDep D)

Intervengono: Monika Hohlmeier, Jack Malan (Centro per 1 servizi di strategia e valutazione
(CSES)), Marta Dimauro (CSES), Christina Borchmann, (Commissione europea, DG AGRI),
Franck Sébert (Commissione europea, DG REGIO), Isabel Garcia Mufioz, Joachim Kuhs,
Luke Ming Flanagan, Friedemann Zippel (Corte dei conti europea), Filippo Cangemi
(Ministero italiano dell'Economia e delle Finanze), Félix Cabrero (Ministero spagnolo
dell'Agricoltura), Jan Olbrycht, Lothar Kuhl (Commissione europea, DG REGIO).

11 maggio 2022, dalle 11.00 alle 12.00
*** A porte chiuse ***
9. Riunione dei coordinatori

La riunione ¢ sospesa alle 12.00.
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La riunione riprende alle 13.47, sotto la presidenza di Monika Hohlmeier (presidente).

11 maggio 2022, dalle 13.45 alle 14.30
**% Votazione a distanza ***

10.  Apertura della procedura di votazione a distanza: secondo turno — Votazioni
finali

**% Fine delle votazioni ***
k sk ok
Parallelamente alla votazione

11.  Controllo dei fondi europei in Libano

CONT/9/07470
2021/2198(INI)
Relatore per parere:
Olivier Chastel (Renew) PA — PE729.863v02-00
Merito:
AFET* — Thierry Mariani (ID) PR - PE703.182v01-00

e Esame del progetto di parere

Decisione: cancellato.

Intervengono: Monika Hohlmeier, Olivier Chastel, Arnaud Danjean, Claudiu Manda,
Claudia Miller (Commissione europea, DG NEAR).

La riunione, sospesa alle 13.55, riprende alle 14.31.

* %k %k
11 maggio 2022, dalle 14.30 alle 15.45
12.  Studio sul tema "Pratiche sui compensi accessori dei titolari di cariche pubbliche
e dei funzionari dell'UE"
CONT/9/08891

e Presentazione a cura del dipartimento tematico Affari di bilancio (PolDep D)

Intervengono: Monika Hohlmeier, Jack Malan (CSES), Marta Dimauro (CSES), Giorgio
Cacciaguerra Ranghieri (CSES), Daniel Freund, Ekaterini Despotopoulou (Parlamento
europeo, DG PERS), Christian Linder (Commissione europea, Segretariato generale).
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La riunione ¢ sospesa alle 15.45.

% %k 3k

La riunione riprende alle 16.51.

11 maggio 2022, dalle 16.45 alle 18.15
Punto all'ordine del giorno in comune con la commissione giuridica (JURI)

13.  Relazione speciale 6/2022 della Corte dei conti europea — Diritti di proprieta
intellettuale nell'UE — Protezione non completamente infallibile
CONT/9/08897

Relatore:

Olivier Chastel (Renew) DT — PE731.803v01-00

e Presentazione della relazione speciale a cura di Ildiko Gall-Pelcz, membro relatore
della Corte dei conti europea

Intervengono: Monika Hohlmeier, Marion Walsmann (JURI), I1dik6 Gall-Pelcz (Corte dei
conti europea, membro relatore), Kamil Kiljanski (Commissione europea, direzione generale
del Mercato interno e dell'industria), Christian Archambeau (EUIPO, direttore esecutivo),
Olivier Chastel, Mikulas Peksa, Joachim Kuhs, Raffaele Stancanelli, Iban Garcia Del Blanco,
Valerie Ledure (Commissione europea, DG TAXUD), Jacky Marteau (Commissione europea,
OLAF), Branka Tome (Commissione europea, DG AGRI).

La riunione, sospesa alle 18.05, riprende alle 18.15.

11 maggio 2022, dalle 18.15 alle 18.45

14.  Missione della commissione CONT in Bulgaria (dall'11 al 13 aprile 2022)
CONT/9/08526

e Scambio di opinioni sul resoconto di missione e discussione sul seguito da dare

Decisione: resoconto alla commissione.

Intervengono: Monika Hohlmeier, Andrey Novakov, Dinos Alevizopoulos (Commissione
europea, DG REGIO), Tsvetelina Penkova, Sophia in 't Veld, Joachim Kuhs.
15.  Varie

16. Prossime riunioni

. 15 e 16 giugno 2022
. 13 e 14 luglio 2022
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La riunione termina alle 18.49.
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Results of roll-call votes
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l. Protection of the European Union’s financial interests - combating fraud - annual

report 2020

1.1.  Final vote

24 +
NI Mislav Kolakusi¢
PPE Lefteris Christoforou, Jos¢é Manuel Fernandes, Monika Hohlmeier, Jan Olbrycht, Markus Pieper, Petri
Sarvamaa, Angelika Winzig, Tomas§ Zdechovsky
RENEW Gilles Boyer, Olivier Chastel, Katalin Cseh, Alin Mituta
S&D Caterina Chinnici, Corina Cretu, José Manuel Garcia-Margallo y Marfil, Claudiu Manda, Sandor Roénai, Lara
Wolters
The Left Luke Ming Flanagan, Younous Omarjee
Verts/ALE Daniel Freund, Michéle Rivasi, Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel
1 -
ID Jean-Francois Jalkh
4 0
ECR Ryszard Czarnecki, Ryszard Antoni Legutko
1D Matteo Adinolfi, Joachim Kuhs
2. Control of the financial activities of the European Investment Bank - annual
report 2020

2.1.  Final vote

23 -+
PPE Lefteris Christoforou, José¢ Manuel Fernandes, Monika Hohlmeier, Jan Olbrycht, Markus Pieper, Petri
Sarvamaa, Angelika Winzig, Tomas Zdechovsky
Renew Gilles Boyer, Olivier Chastel, Katalin Cseh, Alin Mituta
S&D Caterina Chinnici, Corina Cretu, Isabel Garcia Mufioz, Claudiu Manda, Sandor Ronai, Lara Wolters
The Left Luke Ming Flanagan, Younous Omarjee
Verts/ALE Daniel Freund, Michéle Rivasi, Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel
3 -
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D Jean-Frangois Jalkh, Joachim Kuhs
NI Mislav Kolakusi¢
3 0
ECR Ryszard Czarnecki, Ryszard Antoni Legutko
1D Matteo Adinolfi
3. Establishing the Authority for Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the

Financing of Terrorism and amending Regulations (EU) No 1093/2010, (EU) 1094/2010,

(EU) 1095/2010

3.1. Final vote

26 +
ECR Ryszard Czarnecki, Ryszard Antoni Legutko
ID Matteo Adinolfi
PPE Lefteris Christoforou, Jos¢é Manuel Fernandes, Monika Hohlmeier, Jan Olbrycht, Markus Pieper, Petri
Sarvamaa, Angelika Winzig, Tomas$ Zdechovsky
Renew Gilles Boyer, Olivier Chastel, Katalin Cseh, Alin Mituta
S&D Caterina Chinnici, Corina Cretu, Isabel Garcia Mufioz, Claudiu Manda, Sandor Ronai, Lara Wolters
The Left Luke Ming Flanagan, Younous Omarjee
Verts/ALE Daniel Freund, Michéle Rivasi, Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel
2 -
1D Jean-Frangois Jalkh
NI Mislav Kolakusi¢
1 0
ID Joachim Kuhs
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ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/KATAXTAZH TAPONTQN/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/
LISTE DE PRESENCE/POPIS NAZOCNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLEJUMU REGISTRS/DALYVIU SARASAS/
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(*) remote participation
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216 3)
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ANNEX |

CONT Vote 11 May 2022

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

Protection of the European Union’s financial interests - combating fraud - annual report
2020

62 Amendments adopted

6,7,10,CA2,11,12,CA3,CA4,17,18,CAS, 20,21, 22,23,CA 6, 28, 29,30, CA 7, 35,
36,37,38, CA 8,CA09,46,47,49,50,52, CA10,CA 11,CA 12,57 B, CA 13, CA 14, 62,
63, 64, 66, CA 15, CA 16, CA 16B, 74, CA 17,78, CA 18, CA 19, 87, CA 20, 89, 92, CA
21,CA 23,CA 22,103,104,3,2,1,CA 1

4 Amendments rejected
8,48, 86, 100
64 Amendments fallen (including not voted/withdrawn)

9,13, 14,15, 16, 19, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33, 34, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 51, 53, 54, 55,
56,57 A, 57C, 58, 59, 60, 61, 65, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 73, 72,75, 76, 77,79, 80, 81, 82, 83,
84, 85, 90, 91, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 99, 88, 98, 101, 102, 4, 5

EIB INI Report

52 Amendments adopted

8,9,10,11, 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, CA 1, 24, CA 2, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 39, 40, 41,
42, 43,44, 45, 46,47, 50, 51, 53, 55, 56, 57, 58 Part 2, 59 Part 1, 59 Part 3, CA 3, 63, 64,
65, 66, 67 Part 2, CA 4,2,3,4,5,6,7

15 Amendments rejected

18, 23, 28, 34, 36, 37, 38, 54, 58 Part 1, 59 Part 2, 60, 68, 72, 73, 1

15 Amendments fallen (including not voted/withdrawn)

21,22,25,26,27,48,49, 52, 61 Part 1, 61 Part 2, 62, 67 Part 1, 69, 70, 71

AMLA - CONT opinion to ECON and LIBE
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85 Amendments adopted

5,69,70,CA4,72,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, CA 3, 80, 81, 82, CA 5, 15, 16, 86, 17, 18, 88, 89,
19, 97, 20, 21, 105, 23, 24, 25, 26,27, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 28, 29, 121,
30,31, 124, 125, 126, CA 1, CA 2, 136, 33, 34, 138, 139, 141, 142, 35, 145, 36, 146, 147,
148, 37, 149, 150, 151, 152, 40, 1, 41, 42, 46, 47, 48, 49, 58, 59, 4, 60, 65, 66, 67

17 Amendments rejected

71, 84, 85, 87,91, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 119, 123, 137, 140, 143, 144, 64

44 Amendments fallen (including not voted/withdrawn)

68, 73,74,75,76,77,79, 13, 83, 14, 90, 103, 104, 22, 109, 110, 127, 128, 129, 32, 130,
131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 38, 39, 43, 44, 45, 50, 2, 51, 52, 53, 3, 54, 55, 56, 57, 61, 62, 63
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Renew: Olivier CHASTEL
Greens: Mikulas PEKSA

ID: -

ECR: -

The Left: Luke Ming Flanagan

Items for decision

1. New referrals

1.1. Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 on the financial rules
applicable to the general budget of the Union

Decision:

Coordinators decided that the Chair should be the rapporteur for both this proposal and
the upcoming proposal for further revision of the Financial Regulation at the price of 3
points.

1.2. BUDG’s Own-Initiative Report on the upcoming MFF revision: “Towards a revision of
the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework: Parliament’s position”

Decision:

Coordinators decided that CONT should issue an opinion under Rule 56.

Several groups expressed interest for the rapporteurship (EPP, S&D and Renew). Their
coordinators will decide on who takes the rapporteurship (at the price of 0.5 points)
and inform the Secretariat.

2. Screening of ECA reports

a large number of
support actions but
not fully coherent or
coordinated

Report Title Date of Pol.group | Secretariat’s/Chair’s
publication proposal

Special Report | SMEs’ 17 May at Greens/EFA | Refer to ITRE

07/2022 internationalisation: 17:00 / sector 25 | Committee

Decision:

Coordinators approved the proposal from the Secretariat.
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3. Contribution from the CONT Committee for the Summary Report 2022

At the Coordinators meeting of 28 February political groups were invited to send
contributions to the Secretariat by 8 April. The deadline for proposals to be sent to the
CCC will expire on 20 May 2022.

Decision:

Coordinators approved the CONT contribution to the Summary Report 2022.

4. CONT speakers for the Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on “Common
experiences and challenges in exercising budgetary control functions”

Decision:

Coordinators decided that EPP and S&D would designate a Member to open each of the
two panels during the Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on 16 June. The names
of these Members should be communicated to the Secretariat as soon as possible.

5. Public remote hearing on “the role of investigative journalism to uncover
fraud and corruption in Europe”

Decision:

Coordinators approved the programme of the public hearing. Concerning speakers it
was decided to invite speakers from HU/IT/RO/SK/DE based on proposals from the
EPP, S&D and Renew groups.

6. Calendar for second part of 2022

Decision:

Coordinators approved the calendar of meetings for the second half of 2022.
Coordinators are invited to convey to their groups that the EP calendar is increasingly
side-lining committee activity. Depending on the future regime for committee work
and a possible increase of committee meeting time, an update of the calendar might
be considered.

7. Discharge 2021 calendar

Decision:

Coordinators discussed the draft calendar. Hesitation was expressed towards having
important meetings and votes on Thursday afternoons. It was explained that this
planning has been made necessary due to limited committee meeting time in autumn
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and with this the discharge calendar was accepted. Depending on the future regime
for committee work and a possible increase of committee meeting time, an update of
the calendar might be considered.

8. Participation in public hearings

A lot of work goes into organising public hearings but the attendance from CONT
Members has been decreasing. At the last public hearing there was only one MEP
attending remotely in addition to the Chair who was the only Member present in the
meeting room. Public perception (also via webstreaming) of an empty meeting room with
only speakers and staff present and no Members participating in the debate, is
suboptimal.

Decision:

Coordinators agreed that it unfortunate and not giving a good impression when only
few Members are present for public hearings or similar events. The Chair and
Coordinators will appeal to Members to improve their attendance record.

Items for information

9. State of play of appointments on CONT files

e Work in progress document

e QOverview of the points

10. Documents received for information - see Annex V|
11. Any other business

12. Date of next Coordinators’ meeting
e 15-16 June 2022
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ISSUEN°8-11 MAY 2022

NEWSLETTER

COMMITTEE MEETING

WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022
09:00 — 12:00 and 13:45 - 15:30 and 16:45 - 18:15

Room: Altiero Spinelli 3E2 and remote participation with Interactio

Wednesday 11 May 2022, 09:00 - 11:00
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points:

Languages available (due to the limitations of DG LINC, not all requested languages have been granted)
Interpretation for the joint meeting was requested in the following languages:

DEEN FRIT EL ES PT CS HU PL RO HR

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

Adoption of Coordinators’ recommendations

The summary of the Coordinators' recommendations of the meeting on 20 April 2022 was circulated to the
Members on 27 April 2022.

| If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, these recommendations will be deemed approved.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS

*  14-15 MARCH 2022 PV - PE730.145v01-00

* 31 MARCH 2022 PV - PE731.572V01-00
**%* VOTING TIME ***

4. OPENING OF THE REMOTE VOTING PROCEDURE: FIRST ROUND - VOTE ON
AMENDMENTS

The precise opening and closing times of the votes, provisionally set from 09:00 to
10:00, will be announced by the Chair.

PE732.592v01-00 20/30 PV\1256256IT.docx
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5. PROTECTION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION’S FINANCIAL INTERESTS - COMBATING FRAUD -

ANNUAL REPORT 2020
CONT/9/07782 2021/2234(INI)

CONT Rapporteur: Katalin Cseh (Renew)
Administrator: Giulia Bastianello

Shadow rapporteurs: Petri Sarvamaa (EPP), Caterina Chinnici (S&D),
Mikulas Peksa (Greens), Matteo Adinolfi (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke
Ming Flanagan (The Left)

As every year, the CONT Committee decided to draw up an own-initiative
report on the state of the Protection of the EU Financial Interests, this year in
respect of the year 2020. The report is based, among other sources, on the
Commission’s 32" annual PIF report 2020 that was presented before the
Committee on 14 October 2021 by the OLAF Director-General, Mr Ital3,

The rapporteur for the own-initiative report, Ms Cseh presented her draft report during the CONT meeting of
31 March 2022.

Following that, 104 Amendments were tabled to the draft report. The rapporteur, together with the shadow
rapporteurs, has worked on and proposed 24 compromise amendments, which have been integrated in the
voting list and will be put to the vote.

Amongst the amendments tabled, some concerned the level of protection of the EU funds for development
cooperation and recommendations for the new Neighbourhood, development and international
cooperation instrument and the pre-accension assistance, calls for digitalisation and comparability of data
and data systems, the mandatory use of Arachne, the assessment of NAFS adopted by Members States or
calls for their adoption to Member States that still have to adopt one, OLAF's cooperation with other EU
bodies and especially with EPPO, the Operation Sentinel, and the Rule of law conditionality mechanism.

Timetable
Event Body Date
Vote Plenary July 12022

6. CONTROL OF THE FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK -

ANNUAL REPORT 2020
CONT/9/07784 2021/2235(INI)

CONT Rapporteur: Corina Cretu (Renew)
Administrator: Diego Rasetti

Shadows rapporteurs: Angelika Winzig (EPP), Alin Mituta (Renew), Viola
von Cramon Taubadel (Greens), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming
Flanagan (The Left)

The European Investment Bank is the biggest multilateral financial institution
in the world and a major actor in the implementation of several Union's
policies.

e e

The draft report presented on 31 March 2022 looked into the 2020 annual records of EIB's funding activities,
the main priorities of its investment policy and the sustainability of its business model with specific focus on
Covid-19 pandemic outbreak related actions: the initial draft report considered the role of the EIB's financing
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actions, acknowledging that the economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic deepened the
structural differences across Member States, making the EIB’s statutory mission to support cohesion all the
more necessary. In the meantime, due consideration was paid to the Bank’s position as largest multilateral
financer of climate actions.

Following the presentation of the draft report, 73 amendments were tabled covering several topics, amongst
them on the Bank's role in supporting key policy areas, on the environmental and social sustainability
framework and the endorsement of human rights principles, on transparency and gender balance and the
need for a stronger scrutiny by the ECA on EIB operations.

On the ground of the tabled amendments, four compromise amendments are proposed by the Rapporteur.
Against this scenario and an overall positive assessment acknowledging the multiplicity and complexity of

the activities performed by the EIB, the resulting draft report maintains its focus on the importance of ethics,
integrity, accountability and transparency of the EIB corporate governance and activities.

Timetable
Event Body Date
Vote in Plenary Plenary July 20221

7. ESTABLISHING THE AUTHORITY FOR ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING AND COUNTERING
THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM AND AMENDING REGULATIONS (EU) No 1093/2010,

(EU) 1094/2010, (EU) 1095/2010
CONT/9/07464 2021/0240(COD)

Joint Committees Responsables:
ECON: Emil Radev (EPP)
LIBE: Luis Radicano (Renew)

Committees for opinions:
BUDG: Niclas Herbst (EPP)
AFCO: Helmut Scholz (The Left)

CONT Rapporteur: José Manuel Fernandes (PPE)

- Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

Shadows rapporteurs in CONT: Caterina Chinnici (S&D), Gilles Boyer (Renew), Mikulas Peksa (Greens),
Joachim Kuhs (ID)

In his draft opinion to ECON and LIBE on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council establishing the Authority for Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism, Mr
Fernandes has leveraged the experience of the CONT Committee focusing on the shortcomings already
identified by the Court of Auditors and the European Banking Authority.

The rapporteur reiterates his call to improve the transparency and governance of the Authority, including an
enhanced role for Europol, OLAF and EPPO. It also includes suggestions to reinforce the role of financial
intelligence units, including on the overall training and assistance provided by the Authority. Finally, there are
also suggestions related to the role of ECA, as well as on the discharge procedure.

CONT Members tabled 113 amendments, and the rapporteur proposed 5 compromise amendments, covering
topics such as the governance structure of the new authority, enhanced cooperation with EPPO, EDPS, and the
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FRA, or whistleblowing and confidentiality protocols.

Timetable
Event Body Date
Adoption in ECON/LIBE ECON/LIBE Committees End June 2022

*%* END OF VOTE ***

IN PARALLEL TO THE VOTING SESSION

Wednesday 11 May 2022, 09:00 - 11:00

8. WORKSHOP ON "SINGLE AUDIT APPROACH - ROOT CAUSES OF THE WEAKNESSES IN
THE WORK OF THE MEMBERS STATES MANAGEMENT AND AUDIT AUTHORITIES"
CONT/9/08895

CONT Rapporteur: Monika HohIimeier (EPP)

Administrator: Rita Calatozzolo (Policy Department D)

CONT will hold a workshop on the Single Audit Approach

During the event Members will listen to the presentation of the final study
on Single Audit Approach - Root Causes of the Weaknesses in the Work of the
Member States’ Managing and Audit Authorities by its authors, Jack Malan
and Marta di Mauro, from the Center for Strategy and Evaluation Services

(CSES).

The objective of the study are:

. to gain a comprehensive insight into the causes of the problems the national authorities

face in implementing the European Union budget;

. to assess the quality and reliability of the authorities’ work, their independence, specific
weaknesses in the management and control systems, their cooperation with relevant
actors (among others other national authorities, national supreme audit authorities, ECA,
Commission, OLAF) ant the respect for European and international applicable standards
(e.g. auditing standards).

The final objective of the study is to indicate how to improve the reliability of the audit work of national
authorities so that no serious deficiencies remain uncovered or uncorrected by the Member States when
submitting the accounts, and that the Commission can rely on the assurance packages.

The workshop programme also foresees the participation of representatives of audit authorities from two
Member States - Italy and Spain - that will contribute with their presentations to provide information about

the perspective of a single audit approach in their countries.

Wednesday 11 May 2022, 11:00 - 12:00
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**%In Camera***
... | 9. COORDINATORS' MEETING
*¥x%

Wednesday 11 May 2022, 13:45 - 14:30
**%* VOTING TIME ***

10. OPENING OF THE REMOTE VOTING PROCEDURE: SECOND ROUND - FINAL VOTE

The precise opening and closing times of the votes, provisionally set from 13:45 to 14:45,
will be announced by the Chair.

*%¥%¥ END OF VOTE *¥*¥
IN PARALLEL TO THE VOTING SESSION

11. THE CONTROL OF EUROPEAN FUNDS IN LEBANON
CONT/9/07470 2021/2198(INI)

Committee Responsable:
AFET: Thierry Mariani (ID)

Committee for opinion:
CONT Rapporteur: Olivier Chastel (Renew)
Administrator: Ana Maria Noguiera

Shadows rapporteurs in CONT: Arnaud Danjean (EPP), Claudiu Manda
(S&D), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Younous Omarjee (The Left)

Lebanon is currently hosting 1.5 million Syrian refugees - the highest refugee-
population ratio globally — without sustainable solutions in sight.

In addition, the country is suffering from political and socio-economic instability, worsened by the COVID-19
pandemic, and the resource scarcity and public service collapse have led to an unprecedented crisis with
severe humanitarian consequences and growing community tensions. Since 2011, the EU has allocated almost
€742 million in humanitarian aid to respond to urgent needs in Lebanon.

The Rapporteur calls on the Lebanese Government to engage constructively with the EU in delivering the
structural and sectoral reforms required to unlock further EU financial assistance and strengthen trade
relations, on the condition that tangible progress is made on necessary reforms. On the latter, the Rapporteur
recalls that the EU, the World Bank and the UN have already demanded the enactment of an anti-corruption
strategy that effectively combats fraud, secures efficient audit of public accounts, strengthens the capacity of
the Court of Accounts and dismantles corrupt practices within all branches of government.

Providing Lebanon with assistance continues to be a priority under the EU's new external funding instrument
adopted in 2021, the seven-year, €79 billion 'Global Europe' Neighbourhood, Development and International
Cooperation Instrument (Global Europe Instrument). Multi-annual programming for Lebanon under the Global
Europe Instrument is focused on funding to build a sustainable state, able to meet the citizens' needs,
reinforcing the economy and ensuring security and stability, including in the region.

Timetable
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Event Body Date

Consideration of the draft CONT Committee 11 May 2022

opinion

Deadline for amendments CONT Committee 16 May 2022, 14:00 hrs
Adoption in CONT CONT Committee 15-16 June 2022

Vote in Responsible AFET Committee 13-14 July 2022
Committee

Wednesday 11 May 2022, 14:30 - 15:45

12. STUDY ON "PRACTICES ON THE SIDE-EARNINGS OF EU PuBLIC OFFICE HOLDERS

AND FUNCTIONARIES"

CONT/9/08891

' CONT Rapporteur: Daniel Freund (Greens)
Administrator: Benoit Lefort

Presentation by the authors of the study, Jack Malan, Marta
Dimauro and Giorgio Cacciaguerra Ranghieri, Centre for
Strategy and Evaluation Services (CSEC)

While the EU institutions have different rules and procedures in place for side-
activities of public office-holders (Members of the EU Institutions, such as
MEPs, Commissioners, Judges, Members of ECA, etc.), the EU officials of all
institutions fall under the same staff regulations in order to exclude any
conflictual situation. Implementing rules and practices, however, may be different between institutions or
even within an institution. With regard to both EU office-holders and officials employed in the EU institutions
and their current level of remuneration, which should safeguard their independence and impartiality,
questions have been raised in the public whether office-holders and officials should be permitted to
undertake side-activities causing potential conflicts of interests, especially if they are of a gainful nature and
resulting in side-earnings.

Side-earnings can stem from a variety of activities, such as lecturing at universities or academies, publishing
and speaking engagements, consulting and supervising, or sitting in boards or advisory bodies of enterprises
or associations, some of which may be related to the content of the main occupation and thus raise
legitimate concerns about potential conflicts of interests. Conversely, they can be completely unrelated to
the main profession and thus irrelevant for potential conflicts of interests, such as: arts, sports, handicraft,
small trade, etc. Within a wider context, side-activities, gainful or not, during a main job can also be seen as
an entry for a future professional activity after the end of a current appointment. This can help provide up-to-
date skills and knowledge of a profession whilst ensuring familiarity with the latest technical developments.
However, side-activities can also constitute a potential risk for conflicts of interest when making friends or
even concessions in the current job with a view to future employment options, the concerns being linked to
the “revolving doors” phenomenon.

In its special report no. 3/19 on the ethical frameworks (of the other EU institutions), the European Court of
Auditors spotted some “scope for improvement”!. The European Parliament resolution on “Strengthening
transparency and integrity in the EU institutions by setting up an independent EU ethics body"? proposed
the conclusion of an interinstitutional agreement (llA) based on Article 295 TFEU to set up an independent
EU ethics body for Parliament and the Commission and open to the participation of all EU institutions,

I see: https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR19 13/SR_ethical frameworks EN.pdf
2 see: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0396 EN.html
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agencies and bodies.

The CONT committee has requested the study on the side-earnings of public office holders and functionaries
which should compare rules and practices between EU institutions, Member States and other countries and
international organisations. The study found significant differences in the rules being applied in the various
EU Institutions and Member States. It highlights a number of good practices and the possible implications for
the proposed EU ethics body."

*X*

Wednesday 11 May 2022, 16:45 - 18:15

13. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 6/2022 - EU INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS:

PROTECTION NOT FULLY WATERPROOF
CONT/9/08897

CONT Rapporteur: Olivier Chastel (Renew)
Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member
lldiko Gadll-Pelcz

Intellectual property rights (IPR) play a vital part in the EU’s economy. IPR-
intensive industries generate almost 45 % of the EU’s gross domestic product,
worth 6.6 trillion euros and 29 % of employment. The European Commission and other EU bodies work with
Member State authorities to ensure IPR protection, a key factor in the success of the Single Market.

This audit assessed the protection of EU trademarks, designs and geographical indications within the Single
Market from 2017 to 2021. The Court's overall conclusion is that the EU framework for the protection of
intellectual property rights is generally solid and robust, though there are still shortcomings.

The Court found that the legislation on EU designs is incomplete and outdated and there are shortcomings
in the legislation on geographical indications. There is no clear methodology to determine EU fees for
trademarks and designs. Furthermore, Member States did not uniformly implement the Intellectual Property
Rights Enforcement Directive and there are weaknesses in the implementation of customs enforcement
controls.

Concerning the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), the Court concluded that there are
weaknesses in its accountability framework and in its financing, control and evaluation systems. The Court
remarks that as a fully self-financed agency, the EUIPO is excluded from European Parliamentary discharge,
which instead is granted by its own Budget Committee.

The Court has expressed special concerns about EUIPO’s discharge procedure also in the past. In this Special
Report they reiterate their proposal that EUIPO should be subject to the general budgetary and discharge
procedure before the European Parliament, rather than before its own Budget Committee, on the basis that
its revenue stands from the exercise of public authority based on EU law. The Court has consistently stated
that the same principles of accountability should be applied to all EU-related bodies.
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Wednesday 11 May 2022, 18:15 - 18:45

14. CONT misSION TO BULGARIA (11-13 APRIL 2022)
CONT/9/08526

Chair of the mission: Thomas Zdechovsky (EPP)
Administrator: Ana Maria Nogueira

Exchange of views on mission report and discussion on follow-
up

The mission was intended as the follow up on CONT's discussions on the
allegations of corruption and misuse of public funds in Bulgaria potentially
affecting EU financing interests.

More speéically, Members wished to:
e have an overview into the administration of EU funds under shared management in the country;
e ensure more transparency and openness of EU spending process;
e explore ways to increase transparency in the spending of EU funds.

Seven CONT members participated in the mission - Chair of the delegation, Mr Tomas ZDECHOVSKY, Ms
Tsvetelina PENKOVA, Ms Sophia IN 'T VELD, Ms Viola VON CRAMON-TAUBADEL, Mr Joachim KUHS, Mr Ryszard
CZARNECKI and Mr Andrey NOVAKOV.

The CONT Members met with the Prime Minister, civil society organisations and investigative journalists, as
well as the Bulgarian audit authority, officials of the EU funds managing and monitoring authorities. The
delegation also met with government officials involved in the administration, management and control of EU
funds, Bulgarian prosecutor general as well as parliamentarians from the Corruption Prevention Committee of
the National Assembly.

Members recognised the efforts by the actual Government to tackle corruption in its various practises, but
concluded that more needs to be done to bring real changes in the Bulgarian judiciary and prosecution
systems in order to improve investigations into possible abuse of EU funds and corruption. Subsequently,
they called for increased transparency and analysis of EU funded projects and continuous and effective fight
against corruption in Bulgaria.

The CONT mission raised a big interest in the media. The highly participated - in both physic presence and on-
line (10 journalists on-line) - press conference held at the end of the programme is the proof of that interest as
well the number of articles in the written press.

Link to the press conference:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5REQYAMONA

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

16. NEXT MEETINGS
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124713/TOMAS_ZDECHOVSKY/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220406IPR26828/eu-funds-in-bulgaria-meps-call-to-improve-investigations-into-misuse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5RE0YAm0NA

e 15-16 June 2022 (Brussels)
e  13-14 July 2022 (Brussels)

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on

eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
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https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202101/CONT?meeting=CONT-2021-0106_1&session=01-06-13-45
http://www.contnet.ep.parl.union.eu/contnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg
mailto:cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html

NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

Recent Publications

CONT

between member states"
Briefing “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (Cyprus and Malta)

Briefing "Budgetary transfers in the EP in 2021 - still in the wake of the crisis”
Briefing "The EP’s response to the COVID-19 crisis: budgetary impact”

At a Glance "Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors”

Briefing "The state of implementing procurement procedures in EU Agencies: enhancing transparency and
assessing flexibility"

Brochure of the workshop “The state of implementing procurement procedures in EU Agencies: enhancing
transparency and assessing flexibility”

Study “Requirements for a unique beneficiary database”

Proceedings of the workshop "Missing Trader Fraud: definition, effects, prevention and solutions"
Study "Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"

Briefing "Budgetary control of the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU budget"

Briefing "The financial management of visitor groups to the national parliaments"

At a Glance "The Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"

Proceedings of the workshop “The EU’s current role in GRECO and ambitions for the future: How to move

towards full membership”
Briefing “EU cooperation with the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO): how to move towards full

membership”
Background note on “Simplification” for the CONT hearing

Briefing Missing Trader Intra-Community Fraud
Study “The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds”
Study “MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in 2009”

BUDG

Study "Climate mainstreaming in the EU Budget 2022 update”

Study "New EU own resources: possibilities and limitations of steering effects and sectoral policy co-benefits
Study “The next revision of the financial regulation and the EU Budget galaxy: How to safeguard and strengthen
budgetary principles and parliamentary oversight?"

Study "The new EFSD+ and the EIB’s external lending mandate"

Study "Financing of political structures in EU Member States"

Study “Locations of the EU decentralised agencies”

Study “The Management Boards of the Decentralised Agencies”

Study “The “cost of non-EU - agencies”, focusing on the health and safety cluster of the EU decentralised

agencies”
In-depth Analysis “Next Generation EU borrowing: a first assessment"

Brochure of the workshop "The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and opportunities"
Briefing: “The Sustainable Development Goals in the EU budget”

Briefing “The integration of the European Development Funds into the MFF 2021 - 2027”

In-depth Analysis “Implementation of the EU Trust Funds and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey” Update -
March 2021

In-depth Analysis “Reform of the EU own resources”
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)702671
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)702671
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2022)731441
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2022)729208
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/702617/IPOL_BRI(2021)702617_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/703588/IPOL_BRI(2021)703588_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241432/25102021_PE%20699.709_Agencies%20Procurement_FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241432/25102021_PE%20699.709_Agencies%20Procurement_FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241433/20211026_Brochure_WS_Procurement%20procedures%20in%20EU%20Agencies_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241433/20211026_Brochure_WS_Procurement%20procedures%20in%20EU%20Agencies_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/698433/IPOL_STU(2021)698433_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/698731/IPOL_STU(2021)698731_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/697019/IPOL_STU(2021)697019_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696914/IPOL_BRI(2021)696914_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/695957/IPOL_BRI(2021)695957_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/696058/IPOL_ATA(2021)696058_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)695496
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)695496
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/694415/IPOL_BRI(2021)694415_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/694415/IPOL_BRI(2021)694415_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/694679/IPOL_BRI(2021)694679_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/233420/08032021_PE%20690.462_The%20impact%20of%20MTIC.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)679107
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/659763/IPOL_STU(2021)659763_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/732007/IPOL_STU(2022)732007_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/731895/IPOL_STU(2022)731895_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/nl/document/IPOL_STU(2022)721500
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/nl/document/IPOL_STU(2022)721500
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/729264/IPOL_STU(2022)729264_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/694836/IPOL_STU(2021)694836_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)700320
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)699400
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)699399
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)699399
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2021)699811
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241434/Brochure%20WS%20BORROWING%20STRATEGY%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696211/IPOL_BRI(2021)696211_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/694414/IPOL_BRI(2021)694414_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/691520/IPOL_IDA(2021)691520_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/690963/IPOL_IDA(2021)690963_EN.pdf

Forthcoming Publications

CONT

Study “COVID-19 response of EU public administration”

Study “Possible Solutions for Missing Trader Intra-Community Fraud”

Study “The European Commission’s use of consultants in preparing legislation”

Study "Different Practices on Side-Earnings of the Public Office-Holders and Functionaries"

Study "Single Audit approach - root causes of the weaknesses in the work of the Member States’ management
and audit authorities"

Briefing “The Early-detection and exclusion system”

BUDG
Workshop Proceedings “The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and opportunities”

CONTACTS

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage: https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-affairs/presentation-of-poldep-
d.html

Disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European
Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are
the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European
Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations.
The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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