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ZAPISNIK
seje 8. septembra 2022 od 15.00 do 18.00

V BRUSLJU

Seja se je začela v četrtek, 8. septembra 2022, ob 15.04. Vodila jo je predsednica Monika 
Hohlmeier.

8. september 2022 od 15.00 do 18.00

1. Sprejetje dnevnega reda
Osnutek dnevnega reda je bil sprejet.

2. Sporočila predsednice 

Predsednica je poslance spomnila na informacije v glasilu odbora CONT.

3. Razrešnica za leto 2021: splošni proračun EU – Komisija
CONT/9/09652

Soporočevalca:
Jeroen Lenaers (PPE)
Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)

 Izmenjava mnenj, v kateri so sodelovali generalni direktorji Komisije, o njihovih 
letnih poročilih o dejavnostih: 

– Gert Jan Koopman, generalni direktor GD za proračun (GD BUDG)

– Wolfgang Burtscher, generalni direktor GD za kmetijstvo in razvoj podeželja 
(GD AGRI)

– Marc Lemaître, generalni direktor GD za regionalno in mestno politiko (GD 
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REGIO)

– Timo Pesonen, generalni direktor GD za obrambno industrijo in vesolje (GD 
DEFIS)

– Sandra Gallina, generalna direktorica GD za zdravje in varnost hrane (GD 
SANTE)

– Florika Fink-Hooijer, generalna direktorica GD za okolje (GD ENV)

Govorili so: Monika Hohlmeier, Gert Jan Koopman, Jeroen Lenaers, Olivier Chastel, 
Joachim Kuhs, Wolfgang Burtscher, Marc Lemaître, Timo Pesonen, Sandra Gallina, 
Florika Fink-Hooijer

4. Razno 

5. Naslednji seji

• 6. oktober 2022, Strasbourg
• 13. oktober 2022, Bruselj

Seja se je končala ob 18.35.
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ISSUE N° 12 - 8 SEPTEMBER 2022

NEWSLETTER

Thursday 8 September 2022, 15:00 – 15:15

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points: 

Interpretation for was requested in the following languages: 

DE EN FR IT EL ES PT CS HU PL RO HR

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

3. EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH THE DIRECTORS-GENERAL OF THE COMMISSION ON 

THEIR ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORTS

CJ13/9/09516 2022/2081(DEC)

Exchanges of views

Co-Rapporteurs:   

Monika Hohlmeier & 
Jeroen Lenaers (EPP)

Administrators: Fernando Gallego Osuna &
Paulus Johannes Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: Maria Grapini (S&D), Olivier Chastel (Renew), 
Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming 

COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 

15:00 - 18:30

Brussels, Paul-Henri SPAAK, 4B1

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=COMMITTEES&df=2022-04-20
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home/highlights
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/2081(DEC)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/fr/96780/MONIKA_HOHLMEIER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/95074/JEROEN_LENAERS/home
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Flanagan (The Left)

The discharge for the implementation of the EU Budget by the Commission and executive agencies 
traditionally kicks-off with a hearing of a selection of the Directors-General of the European Commission. For 
the 2021 discharge, the co-Rapporteurs have selected the Directors-General of REGIO, AGRI, BUDG, DEFIS, 
SANTE and ENVI, that take place in this Committee meeting, and the SG RECOVER and DG ECFIN for their role 
in the implementation of the RRF, which is scheduled to take place on 25 October 2022.

For the 2021 discharge, the responsible political group, the European People’s Party (EPP), decided to assign 
two co-rapporteurs to the file, the main reason being the addition of the Recovery and Resilience Facility 
(RRF) to the Commission’s discharge. Ms Hohlmeier is the co-rapporteur who will deal specifically with RRF, 
while Mr Lenaers is responsible for the ‘traditional’ discharge of the Commission.

Thursday 8 September 2022, 15:00 – 15:30

Exchange of view with Mr Marc Lemaître, Director-General, Directorate General for 
Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO)
In its 2021 Annual Activity Report, DG REGIO reports  a particularly difficult year for Member States and their 
regions: the pandemic lingered and the economic situation continued to be challenging. Despite these 
difficulties, 
DG REGIO remarks that cohesion policy continued to deliver on its primary objective of strengthening the 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by reducing disparities between regions and to deliver on the 
Union's political priorities, especially the green and digital transition.

DG REGIO reports that funding from the ERDF, the CF and the EUSF helped to reduce the impact of the 
COVID-19 crisis, foster convergence and make sure no one is left behind. Exceptional flexibility was offered 
under the Coronavirus Response Investment Initiatives CRII(+), resulting in close to EUR 17.2 billion from 
ERDF and CF mobilised to counter the crisis and provide support to healthcare, businesses and workers. ERDF 
and CF investments in climate action are expected to represent EUR 51 billion by 2023 from the 2014-2020 
programmes. The Just Transition Funds (JTF), with an allocation of EUR 19.2 billion, aims at alleviating the 
social and economic impacts of the transition in the regions and territories most dependent on fossil fuels 
and carbon-intensive industries. The ERDF is also the main investment tool for the digitalisation of industry 
and SMEs.

The total available envelope for ERDF and CF of more than EUR 350 billion, including national co-financing, 
was allocated to projects implemented under 2014-2020 programmes. DG REGIO reports that the average 
residual total error rate (risk at payment) for the 2021 relevant expenditure for all management modes is 
between 1.9% and 2.5%, a slight improvement when compared to the previous year (2.1% up to 2.6% in 
2020). In 2020, the European Court of Auditors reported an estimated level of error of 3.5% for Cohesion 
spending.

In 2021, 43 ERDF/CF from the 2014-2020 period are in reservation. The reasons for reservations (which may 
be cumulative) are: significant deficiencies in the functioning of the management and control system (six 
cases); significant deficiencies in the functioning of part of the management and control system (17 cases); 
programme residual error rate above 2% (17 cases) and programmes with residual error rates >2% and 
significant deficiencies in the functioning of the management and control system (six cases).

Thursday 8 September 2022, 15:30 – 16:00

Exchange of view with Mr Wolfgang Burtscher, Director-General, Directorate General for 
Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI)
In 2021, DG AGRI managed a budget of around EUR 55.7 billion in voted payment appropriations (which 
accounts for around 34% of the overall EU budget ), out of which MFF subheadings 3.1.11 (EAGF) and 3.2.12 
(EAFRD), both executed almost entirely under shared management, accounted for 99.8%. Concerning its 
implementation, the CAP has 6.6 million beneficiaries, supported under a variety of different schemes. 
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Implementation takes place predominantly in shared management where DG AGRI relies on Member States' 
cooperation in taking all necessary measures to achieve the CAP objectives and ensure effective as well as 
legal and regular implementation of the various support schemes.

DG AGRI's portfolio consists of segments with a relatively low error rate, i.e. direct payments, and a few 
segments with a relatively high error rate, i.e. rural development. The estimated overall risk at payment for 
2021 expenditure amounts to EUR 1 020.68 million, representing 1.84 % of the DG’s total relevant 
expenditure for 2021. 
Especifically, the error rate for the high-risk expenditure reaches 2.85% in rural development, and 2.12% in 
market measures. In 2020, the Court of Auditors estimated the overall level of error to be 2%. DG AGRI 
reservations concern six Member States for payments made on Market Measures, seven Member States on 
direct payments, and 17 Member States concerning payments made on Rural Development.

Thursday 8 September 2022, 16:00 – 16:30

Exchange of view with Mr Gert Jan Koopman, Director-General, Directorate General for 
Budget (DG BUDG)
DG BUDG is the horizontal Commission service in charge of all budgetary matters, making sure the EU has 
the resources to deliver on its political priorities. Although DG BUDG oversees the EU’s entire budget, its own 
spending is limited. While in 2020 DG BUDG contributed to the proposal, negotiations and agreement of the 
2021-2027 long-term budget and the NextGenerationEU instrument, in 2021 the work of the DG 
concentrated on the implementation and operationalisation aspects.

Four main streams of EU revenue are known as own resources. They are the Traditional Own Resources 
(primarily customs duties), approximately 9% of the 2021 revenue; the VAT-based own resource, 11% of the 
2021 revenue; the plastic packaging waste based own resource, 4% of the revenue; and the GNI-based own 
resource, for 70% of the 2021 revenue. In 2021, DG BUDG’s revenue amounted to EUR 165 817 million. The 
EU’s own resources managed by DG BUDG do not fall in the scope of the average recovery and the error rate 
estimate due to its particular nature. DG BUDG conservatively fixed the materiality criteria related to the 
management and processing of the revenues at 1%. One reservation is maintained in 2021, regarding the 
inaccuracy of the traditional own resources (TOR) amounts transferred to the EU budget.

For 2021, the Directorate-General reported also to have played an important role in the assessment of the 
National Recovery and Resilience Plans (NRRPs) that the Member States submitted in the framework of the 
NextGenerationEU programme and the Recovery and Resilence Facility. Under the Facility, a first payment 
was made to Spain on the basis of the achievement of the milestones that were set in its NRRP. Since the RRF 
is fully incorporated of the discharge procedure of the Commission, this payment, and the work done by the 
Directorate-General to implement the Facility’s Regulation, deserves proper attention from the discharge 
authority.

Thursday 8 September 2022, 16:30 – 17:00

Exchange of view with Mr Timo Pesonen, Director-General, Directorate General for 
Defence Industry and Space (DG DEFIS)
The Directorate-General for Defence industry and Space (DG DEFIS) develops and carries out the 
Commission's policies on defence industry and space. DG DEFIS is responsible for a total budget of EUR 24.74 
billion (for the period 2021-2027) through:

 the European Defence Fund and its precursors: the Industrial Development Programme (EDIDP) and 
the Preparatory Action on Defence Research (PADR); 

 the EU Space Programme implemented through direct management by the Commission or through 
indirect management by the European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA), the 
European Space Agency (ESA) and other entrusted entities; 
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 and Horizon Europe for Space, managed directly by DG DEFIS and the Health and Digital Executive 
Agency (HaDEA) in close cooperation with DG RTD, as well as through indirect management with 
EUSPA and ESA. 

Given that the majority of DG DEFIS budget is managed indirectly via entrusted entities, the DG relies on 
external control systems.

The major achievement of DG DEFIS in 2021 came with the adoption by the Council and European 
Parliament of the European Defence Fund Regulation and the EU Space Programme Regulation in April, after 
long and intensive negotiations in the past years. This allowed for the roll out of the new EU Space 
Programme (EUR 14.8 billion) and the European Defence Fund (EUR 7.9 billion) under the 2021-2027 EU 
budget period.
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Thursday 8 September 2022, 17:00 – 17:30

Exchange of view with Ms Sandra Gallina, Director-General, Directorate General for 
Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE)
DG SANTE managed a budget of EUR 1,3 billion in authorised payment appropriations. This includes EUR 1.2 
billion of authorised payment appropriations under Recovery and Resilience. The outturn on autorised 
payment appropriations was relatively low for emergency support within the Union, with EUR 401 million 
paid of EUR 870 authorised.  

For DG SANTE the year 2021 was marked by the succesful rol-out of vaccine campaigns across the EU, made 
possible by the work of the DG to secure access to the COVID-19 vaccines through the Joint Procurement 
Agreement for medical counter measures. 

In the course of 2021, this, and other related responsibilites, were transferred from DG SANTE to the newly 
established Health Emergency and Preparedness Authority (HERA). DG SANTE was in the lead for the creation 
of this new Agency. In addition, the Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive Agency was closed 
and the SANTE programmes managed by it were transferred to the newly established European Health and 
Digital Executive Agency (HaDEA), for which DG SANTE is the lead parent DG. 

As illustrated above, 2021 has been a challenging year for DG SANTE and the Committee looks forward to 
exchange views with the Director-General.

Thursday 8 September 2022, 17:30 – 18:00

Exchange of view with Ms Florika Fink-Hooijer, Director-General, Directorate General for 
Environment (DG ENV)
In it’s Annual Activity Report, DG ENV states that its objectives on circular economy, biodiversity and zero 
polution, and its horizontal efforts to step up integration, governance and the international dimension of 
environmental policies are key to make the European Green Deal a reality on the ground. Given that the 
European Green Deal, and its integration in the NextGenerationEU programme, is a major policy initiative of 
the European Commission, the co-rapporteurs have invited the Director-General for Environment for this 
hearing.

In addition, the Court of Auditors issued five reports that are linked to DG ENV’s mandate. These provide 
important findings that the Directorate-General should take into account. 

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
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5. NEXT MEETINGS

 6 October 2022 (Strasbourg)

 13 October 2022 (Brussels)

 24-25 October 2022(Brussels)

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on 

eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee

https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202101/CONT?meeting=CONT-2021-0106_1&session=01-06-13-45
http://www.contnet.ep.parl.union.eu/contnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg
mailto:cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html
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NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Publications Catalogue 2019 - 2021

CONT
Workshop Proceedings “EU customs control mechanisms and their possible improvement”
Briefing "Technical support provided to EU Member States”
Briefing “EU customs control mechanisms and their possible improvement”
Study “Possible Solutions for Missing Trader Intra-Community Fraud”
Study “COVID-19 response of EU public administration”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (The Netherlands)
Study "Single Audit approach - root causes of the weaknesses in the work of the Member States’ 
management and audit authorities"
Study "Practices on the Side-Earnings of EU Public Office Holders and Functionaries"
Study "Identifying patterns of fraud with EU funds under shared management, similarities and 
differences between member states"
Briefing “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (Cyprus and Malta)
Briefing ”Budgetary transfers in the EP in 2021 - still in the wake of the crisis”
Briefing ”The EP’s response to the COVID-19 crisis: budgetary impact”
Briefing ”Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (Slovenia, Czech Republic, 
Latvia)
Briefing "The state of implementing procurement procedures in EU Agencies: enhancing transparency 
and assessing flexibility"
Workshop Proceedings”The state of implementing procurement procedures in EU Agencies: 
enhancing transparency and assessing flexibility”
Study “Requirements for a unique beneficiary database”
Workshop Proceedings "Missing Trader Fraud: definition, effects, prevention and solutions"
Study "Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"
Briefing "Budgetary control of the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU budget" 
Briefing "The financial management of visitor groups to the national parliaments"
At a Glance "The Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"
Workshop Proceedings “The EU’s current role in GRECO and ambitions for the future: How to move 
towards full membership”

BUDG
Briefing "Research for REGI, CONT and BUDG Committees - Cohesion Policy Calendar (2021-2027 and 
2014-2020 Programming Periods)"
Workshop Proceedings “The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and opportunities”
Briefing "Solidarity and Wealth Tax"
Study "Climate mainstreaming in the EU Budget 2022 update" 
Study "New EU own resources: possibilities and limitations of steering effects and sectoral policy co-
benefits"
Study “The next revision of the financial regulation and the EU Budget galaxy: How to safeguard and 
strengthen budgetary principles and parliamentary oversight?"
Study "The new EFSD+ and the EIB’s external lending mandate"
Study "Financing of political structures in EU Member States"
Study “Locations of the EU decentralised agencies”
Study “The Management Boards of the Decentralised Agencies”
Study “The “cost of non-EU – agencies”, focusing on the health and safety cluster of the EU 
decentralised agencies”
In-depth Analysis “Next Generation EU borrowing: a first assessment"
Brochure of the workshop "The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and 
opportunities"

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/catalog/budg/2021/691721/IPOL-JOIN_CT(2021)691721_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/734922/IPOL_STU(2022)734922_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/732004/IPOL_BRI(2022)732004_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/733135/IPOL_BRI(2022)733135_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/731902/IPOL_STU(2022)731902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)733411
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/733764/IPOL_ATA(2022)733764_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/732267/IPOL_STU(2022)732267_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/732267/IPOL_STU(2022)732267_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)732269
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)702671
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2022)702671
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2022)731441
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2022)729208
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/702617/IPOL_BRI(2021)702617_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/703588/IPOL_BRI(2021)703588_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241432/25102021_PE%20699.709_Agencies%20Procurement_FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241432/25102021_PE%20699.709_Agencies%20Procurement_FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241433/20211026_Brochure_WS_Procurement%20procedures%20in%20EU%20Agencies_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241433/20211026_Brochure_WS_Procurement%20procedures%20in%20EU%20Agencies_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/698433/IPOL_STU(2021)698433_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/698731/IPOL_STU(2021)698731_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/697019/IPOL_STU(2021)697019_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696914/IPOL_BRI(2021)696914_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/695957/IPOL_BRI(2021)695957_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/696058/IPOL_ATA(2021)696058_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)695496
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)695496
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/733141/IPOL_STU(2022)733141_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/732005/IPOL_BRI(2022)732005_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/732007/IPOL_STU(2022)732007_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/731895/IPOL_STU(2022)731895_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/731895/IPOL_STU(2022)731895_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/nl/document/IPOL_STU(2022)721500
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/nl/document/IPOL_STU(2022)721500
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/729264/IPOL_STU(2022)729264_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/694836/IPOL_STU(2021)694836_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)700320
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)699400
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)699399
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)699399
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2021)699811
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241434/Brochure%20WS%20BORROWING%20STRATEGY%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241434/Brochure%20WS%20BORROWING%20STRATEGY%20FINAL.pdf
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FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS

CONT
Study “The European Commission’s use of consultants in preparing legislation”

BUDG
Study on “Social tracking methodology for the EU budget”

CONTACTS

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage: https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-affairs/presentation-of-
poldep-d.html

Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European 
Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are 
the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. 
The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. 

mailto:poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html
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