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Commissione per il controllo dei bilanci
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PROCESSO VERBALE

Riunione del 14 novembre 2022, dalle 15.00 alle 18.30

BRUXELLES

La riunione ha inizio lunedi 14 novembre 2022 alle 15.03, sotto la presidenza di Monika
Hohlmeier (presidente).

14 novembre 2022, dalle 15.00 alle 16.30

1. Approvazione dell'ordine del giorno

I1 progetto di ordine del giorno ¢ approvato nella versione che figura nel presente
processo verbale.

2. Comunicazioni della presidenza

La presidente richiama 1'attenzione dei deputati sulle informazioni riportate nel
bollettino della commissione CONT.

Richiesta di modifica della data per la missione della commissione CONT in Spagna
nel 2023.

3. Discarico 2021: bilancio generale dell'Unione europea — Commissione
CONT/9/09652
2022/2081(DEC) COM(2022)0323[01] — C9-0227/2022

Correlatori:
Jeroen Lenaers (PPE)
Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
Merito:
CONT

e Scambio di opinioni con Thierry Breton, commissario responsabile per il Mercato
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interno, alla presenza di Mihails Kozlovs, membro relatore della Corte dei conti
europea

Intervengono: Monika Hohlmeier, Mihails Kozlovs (membro della Corte dei conti europea),
Thierry Breton (commissario per il Mercato interno), Petri Sarvamaa, Maria Grapini, Olivier
Chastel e Joachim Kubhs.

Isabel Garcia Mufioz (prima vicepresidente) assume la presidenza alle 16.52.

La riunione, sospesa alle 16.52, riprende alle 16.55.

14 novembre 2022, dalle 16.30 alle 17.30

4. Relazione della Corte dei conti europea sulla performance del bilancio dell'UE —
Situazione alla fine del 2021
CONT/9/10431

e Presentazione della relazione a cura di Frangois-Roger Cazala, membro relatore
della Corte dei conti europea

Intervengono: Isabel Garcia Mufioz, Frangois-Roger Cazala (membro della Corte dei conti
europea), Maria Rosa Aldea Busquets (Commissione europea, DG BUDG), Petri Sarvamaa,
Maria Grapini e Olivier Chastel.

Tomas Zdechovsky (quarto vicepresidente) assume la presidenza alle 17.44.

14 novembre 2022, dalle 17.30 alle 18.30

5. Controllo delle attivita finanziarie della Banca europea per gli investimenti —
Relazione annuale 2021
CONT/9/10205
2022/2153(INI)

Relatrice:

Angelika Winzig (PPE) PR - PE737.340v01-00
Merito:
CONT

e Esame del progetto di relazione

Intervengono: Tomas Zdechovsky, Angelika Winzig, Maria Grapini e Alin Mituta.
6. Varie

7. Prossime riunioni

* 30 novembre - 1° dicembre 2022 (Bruxelles)
* 5 dicembre 2022 (Bruxelles)
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La riunione termina alle 18.05.
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ISSUE N° 17- 14 NOVEMBER 2022

NEWSLETTER

COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2022
15:00 - 18:30
BRUSSELS, PAUL-HENRI SPAAK (4B001)

Monday 14 November 2022, 15:00 - 16:30
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2. CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points:
Interpretation was requested in the following languages:
DE EN FRIT ES PT CS HU PLRO HR

Webstreaming
The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

The Coordinators' recommendations from the coordinators meeting of 25 October 2022 were circulated to
Members on 27 October 2022.

The Coordinators’ recommendations from the written procedure of 27 October 2022 were circulated to the
Members on 9 November 2022.

If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, these recommendations will be deemed approved.
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=COMMITTEES&df=2022-10-24
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home/highlights

3. 2021 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - COMMISSION
CONT/9/09652 2022/2081 (DEC)

Thierry Breton

Mihails Kozlovs

Co-Rapporteurs:

Jeroen Lenaers (EPP)
Monika Hohlmeier (EPP)

Administrators: Paulus Johannes Stander
Fernando Gallego Osuna

Shadow rapporteurs: Maria Grapini (S&D), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Viola Von Cramon-
Taubadel (Greens), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke
Ming Flanagan (The Left)

The CONT Committee will hold a hearing with Commissioner Breton in the context of the discharge
procedure for the Commission for financial year 2021. For this hearing, the Dean of Chamber IV of the
European Court of Auditors, Mihails Kozlovs will present the Court’s findings regarding MFF heading 1 ‘Single
Market, Innovation and Digital’.

For 2021, expenditure of EUR 14.3 billion was subject to audit in this area. Most of this expenditure was
managed directly by the Commission and relates to the Horizon 2020 programme, which does not fall under
the responsibility of Commissioner Breton.

The focus of this hearing will therefore be on the
spending managed by DG DEFIS, the Directorate-
General for Defense Industry and Space. This
concerned EUR 2.927.884.583 in 2021, and is mostly
managed through indirect management, where the
Commission implements the funds with support of
entities, e.g. national authorities or international
organisations.

It concerns predominantly the following funds:

e the European Defence Fund and its precursors:
the Industrial Development Programme (EDIDP) and the Preparatory Action on Defence Research
(PADR);

e the EU Space Programme implemented through direct management by the Commission or through
indirect management by the European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA), the
European Space Agency (ESA) and other entrusted entities;

e and Horizon Europe for Space, managed directly by DG DEFIS and the Health and Digital Executive
Agency (HaDEA) in close cooperation with DG RTD, as well as through indirect management with
EUSPA and ESA.

The discharge hearing will be based on information provided in public documents, such as:
e the Court of Auditors' 2021 Annual Report,

e the new Annual Report on Performance of the EU budget,
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e the Commission's Integrated Financial and Reporting package,
e the 2021 Annual Activity Report of DG DEFIS.
All the relevant documents can be found on the CONT webpage.

In accordance with the timetable for the discharge procedure, the written questions for this meeting were
sent to the Commission on 20 October 2021, answers were received on Tuesday 8 November and forwarded
to the CONT Members immediately.

CONT Timetable
Event Body Date
Consideration of the draft report CONT 9 February 2023
Deadline for amendments CONT 17 February 2023
Adoption of draft report CONT 22-23 March 2023
Adoption of report Plenary May 2023

Monday 14 November 2022, 16:30 - 17:30

4., REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS ON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE EU

BUDGET - STATUS AT THE END OF 2021"”
CONT/9/10431

Francois-Roger Cazala

Co-Rapporteurs:

Jeroen Lenaers (EPP)
Monika Hohlmeier (EPP)

Administrators: Paulus Johannes Stander
Fernando Gallego Osuna

The reporting Member of the European Court of Auditors, Mr Francois-Roger Cazala, will present the main
conclusions of the Report on the performance of the EU budget - Status at the end of 2021.

For the financial year 2021, the Court of Auditors has split the annual report in two parts, a practice that started
for the financial year 2019 and that will be discontinued after
2021.

To recall, the first part concerned the audit of the accounts of
the Commission, and has a strong compliance character and
was presented in the CONT Committee on 13 October by ECA
President Tony Murphy. The second part covers the
performance of spending programmes under the EU budget
and will be presented in this CONT meeting.

According to Article 287 of the TFEU, the ECA draws up an
annual report at the end of each financial year. This report,
including the statement of assurance (DAS - Declaration
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d'Assurance) concerning the reliability of the accounts and the legality and regularity of the underlying
transactions, is considered by the Council and the Parliament in the framework of the discharge procedure

under Article 319 of the TFEU.

The Report of the European Court of Auditors on the performance of the EU budget - Status at the end of 2021
will be published in English on the ECA website. It will also be available on the CONT webpage after publication.
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Tuesday 14 November 2022, 17:30 - 18:30

5. CONTROL OF THE FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK -

ANNUAL REPORT 2021
CONT/9/10205 2022/2153(INI)
=5
Rapporteur: Winzig Angelika (EPP)
f oy Administrator: Diego Rasetti
@ & )
Shadow rapporteurs: Corina Cretu (5&D), Alin
_:‘"A Mituta (Renew), Viola Von Cramon-Taubadel (The
Greens/EFA), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Richard Czarnecki
(ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)
4 / The EIB's business model requires the highest levels of integrity, transparency,

accountability and good governance, and the deployment of adequate measures
to effectively and efficiently combat all forms of money laundering, the financing of terrorism, organised
crime and harmful tax practices, as well as countering all the types of prohibited conduct identified in its
recently reviewed Anti-Fraud Policy. Against this background, the draft report presented today develops a
comprehensive analysis of the EIB activities carried out in 2021.

In spite of the pandemic limitations and post-pandemic crisis, also in 2021the EIB Group has confirmed its
ability to remain fully operational. The Rapporteur points out the EIB’s role in supporting internal market,
social cohesion and sustainable development, in strenghtening EU integration, addressing inequalities by
providing better conditions for accessing jobs and education opportunities and in promoting a healthy and
sustainable environment.

The draft report acknowledges the Banks’s key role as the EU climate bank in the fight against the global
emergencies of climate change, and its committment to align all of its activities to the Paris Agreement.
Additionally, on the top of being the largest multilateral lender in the EU Neighbourhood regions, its Board
of Directors’ decision in September 2021 has created the EIB Global. This new branch will manage all of the
EIB’s activities in the enlargement region and in the countries of the European Union’s Eastern and Southern
Neighbourhood, Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and the Pacific.

The Bank's Operational Plan 2021 has confirmed the EIB's alignment with the EU’s political priorities and its
commitment to step up its ambition for the digital and green transitions. Moreover, during this year, the EIB
has been at the forefront of tackling the COVID-19 crisis in the European Union, and the draft report pays
specific attention to the considerable efforts to offer additional support in particular for small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), also by establishing the new Pan-European Guarantee Fund (EGF).

The draft report’s analysis has taken into account many aspects of the EIB’s activities: the complaint
mechanism, the work of the Ethics and Compliance Committee and the updated codes of conduct of the
Management Committee and the Board of Directors, with the introduction of a longer cooling-off period for
their members. The Rapporteur has looked into the the new EIB Group policies: anti-fraud policy,
whistleblowing policy and transparency policy, together with the cooperation with OLAF and with the EPPO.
In the meantime, the analysis also highlights the still sub-optimal situations identified by the EIB Audit
Committee and, in regard of the renewed Tripartite Agreement (amongst EIB, the Commission and the
European Court of Auditors), the draft report points out that, even allowing greater access to documents, it
does not fully embrace the extensive solution which Parliament has called for. In the meantime, the draft
report maintains its request to address the persistent gender unbalance and lack of diversity within the Bank.

All the relevant documents can be found here.

Timetable
Event Body Date
Deadline for amendments CONT 16 November 2022
Adoption of report in committee CONT 5 December 2022

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
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7. NEXT MEETINGS

e 30 November - 1 December 2022 (Brussels)
e 5 December 2022 (Brussels)

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on
eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee
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NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Publications Catalogue 2019 - 2022

CONT

At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors (Estonia)”

Briefing “Gender equality in the college of the European Court of Auditors (October 2022)”
Briefing “Instruments and Tools at EU Level and Developed at Member State Level to Prevent and
Tackle Fraud - ARACHNE"

At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors (Lithuania)”

Briefing “Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen Commission, 2019 - 2024:
Johannes Hahn”

Workshop Proceedings “EU customs control mechanisms and their possible improvement”

Briefing "Technical support provided to EU Member States”

Briefing “EU customs control mechanisms and their possible improvement”
Study “Possible Solutions for Missing Trader Intra-Community Fraud”

Study “COVID-19 response of EU public administration”

At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (The Netherlands)
Study "Single Audit approach - root causes of the weaknesses in the work of the Member States’
management and audit authorities"

Study "Practices on the Side-Earnings of EU Public Office Holders and Functionaries"

Study "Identifying patterns of fraud with EU funds under shared management, similarities and
differences between member states"

Briefing “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (Cyprus and Malta)
Briefing "Budgetary transfers in the EP in 2021 - still in the wake of the crisis”

Briefing "The EP’s response to the COVID-19 crisis: budgetary impact”

Briefing "Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (Slovenia, Czech Republic,
Latvia)

Briefing "The state of implementing procurement procedures in EU Agencies: enhancing transparency
and assessing flexibility"

Workshop Proceedings”The state of implementing procurement procedures in EU Agencies:
enhancing transparency and assessing flexibility”

Study “Requirements for a unique beneficiary database”

Workshop Proceedings "Missing Trader Fraud: definition, effects, prevention and solutions"

BUDG

Briefing "Research for REGI, CONT and BUDG Committees - Cohesion Policy Calendar (2021-2027 and
2014-2020 Programming Periods)"

Workshop Proceedings “The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and opportunities”
Briefing "Solidarity and Wealth Tax"
Study "Climate mainstreaming in the EU Budget 2022 update"

Study "New EU own resources: possibilities and limitations of steering effects and sectoral policy co-
benefits"

Study “The next revision of the financial regulation and the EU Budget galaxy: How to safeguard and
strengthen budgetary principles and parliamentary oversight?"

Study "The new EFSD+ and the EIB’s external lending mandate"

Study "Financing of political structures in EU Member States"
Study “Locations of the EU decentralised agencies”
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/241433/20211026_Brochure_WS_Procurement%20procedures%20in%20EU%20Agencies_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/698433/IPOL_STU(2021)698433_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/698731/IPOL_STU(2021)698731_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/733141/IPOL_STU(2022)733141_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/732005/IPOL_BRI(2022)732005_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/732007/IPOL_STU(2022)732007_EN.pdf
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Study “The Management Boards of the Decentralised Agencies”

Study “The “cost of non-EU - agencies”, focusing on the health and safety cluster of the EU
decentralised agencies”

In-depth Analysis “Next Generation EU borrowing: a first assessment"

Brochure of the workshop "The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and
opportunities"

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS

BUDG
Study “The tools for tackling the breaches of the rule of law that constitute a risk to the EU budget”
Study on “Social tracking methodology for the EU budget”

CONT

Study “The European Commission’s use of consultants in preparing legislation”

CONTACTS

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage: https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-
affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html

Disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European
Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are
the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European
Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations.
The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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