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MINUTES
Meeting of 20 September 2023, 14.30-18.30,

and 21 September 2023, 10.00-12.30 and 14.00-16.30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 14.36 on Wednesday, 20 September 2023, with Monika Hohlmeier 
(Chair) presiding.

20 September 2023, 14.30 – 15.10

*** In camera ***

1. Coordinators’ meeting

*** End of in camera ***

The meeting adjourned at 14.51 and resumed at 15.05

20 September 2023, 15.10 – 15.15

2. Adoption of agenda
The draft agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.

3. Chair’s announcements

*** Voting time ***

4. 2021 discharge: General budget of the EU - European Council and Council
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CONT/9/12206
2022/2083(DEC) COM(2022)0323[03] – C9-0229/2022

Rapporteur:
Mikuláš Peksa (Verts/ALE) AM – PE752.834v01-00

Responsible:
CONT

 Adoption of draft report

Decision: The proposal to reject discharge was adopted by: 16 votes in favour to 0 
against, with 0 abstentions

*** End of vote ***

20 September 2023, 15.15 – 16.00

5. Presentation of the Members of the new OLAF Supervisory Committee

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Dušan Sterle (OLAF SUPCOM), Thirry Cretin 
(OLAF SUPCOM), Teresa Anjinho (OLAF SUPCOM), Angelo Maria Quaglini (OLAF 
SUPCOM), Marita Salgrāve (OLAF SUPCOM), Petri Sarvamaa, Michèle Rivasi

20 September 2023, 16.00 – 17.00

6. Discharge 2021: General budget of the EU - European Parliament
CONT/9/13138
 Exchange of views with the Secretary-General of the European Parliament, 

Alessandro Chiocchetti on the follow-up of the 2021 discharge

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Alessandro Chiocchetti (Secretary-General of the 
European Parliament), Hannes Heide, Petri Sarvamaa

20 September 2023, 17.00 – 18.30

Joint meeting with Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

7. ECA Special Report 18/2023: EU climate and energy targets
CONT/9/13140

Rapporteur:
Marian-Jean Marinescu (PPE) DT – PE752.965v01-00

 Presentation of the special report by ECA reporting Member Joëlle Elvinger 
 Exchange of views with the participation of Members of Committee on Budgets

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Joëlle Elvinger (ECA Member), Bas Eickhout, 
Yvon Slingenberg (European Commission, DG CLIMA), Paula Abreu Marques (European 
Commission, DG ENER), Tiemo Wölken, Jutta Paulus
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The meeting adjourned at 17.57

* * *

The meeting opened at 10.06 with Monika Hohlmeier (Chair) presiding.

21 September 2023, 10.00 – 12.30

8. 2022 discharge: General budget of the EU - Commission
CONT/9/12735

Rapporteur:
Isabel García Muñoz (S&D)

 Exchange of views with the Directors-General of the Commission on their Annual 
Activity Reports (AAR): 

- Mr Gert Jan Koopman, Director-General for European Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR)
- Mr Maarten Verwey, Director-General for Economic and Financial Affairs (DG 
ECFIN)
- Ms Céline Gauer, Director-General for Recovery & Resilience Task Force (SG 
RECOVER)
- Ms Ditte Juul-Joergensen, Director-General for Energy (DG ENER)

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Gert Jan Koopman (European Commission, DG 
NEAR), Isabel García Muñoz, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, Joachim Kuhs, Céline Gauer 
(European Commission, SG RECOVER), Maarten Verwey (European Commission, DG 
ECFIN), Massimo Garribba (European Commission, DG ENER)

The meeting adjourned at 12.28 and resumed at 14.08.

21 September 2023, 14.00 – 16.30

9. 2022 discharge: General budget of the EU - Commission
CONT/9/12735

Rapporteur:
Isabel García Muñoz (S&D)

 Exchange of views with the Directors-General of the Commission on their Annual 
Activity Reports (AAR): 

- Мs Stéphanie Riso, Director-General for Budget (DG BUDG)
- Ms Themis Christophidou, Director-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG 
REGIO)
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- Mr Wolfgang Burtscher, Director-General for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(DG AGRI)
- Mr Marc Lemaître, Director-General for Research and innovation (DG RTD)

The following spoke: Monika Hohlmeier, Stéphanie Riso (European Commission, DG 
BUDG), Isabel García Muñoz, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, Joachim Kuhs, Themis 
Christophidou (European Commission, DG REGIO), Wolfgang Burtscher (European 
Commission, DG AGRI), Marc Lemaître (European Commission, DG RTD)

10. Any other business

11. Next meetings

• 5 October 2023 (STRB)
• 12 October 2023 (BRU)

The meeting ended at 17.03.
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Results of roll-call votes
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4. 2021 discharge: General budget of the EU - European Council and Council

4.1 Final vote on Decision

16 +
ECR Ryszard Czarnecki, Cristian Terheş

ID Joachim Kuhs

PPE Carlos Coelho, Monika Hohlmeier, Petri Sarvamaa, Simone Schmiedtbauer, Eleni Stavrou

Renew Olivier Chastel, Sophia in 't Veld

S&D Clara Aguilera, Hannes Heide, Victor Negrescu, Sándor Rónai

Verts/ALE Daniel Freund, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel

0 -

0 0

Key to symbols:
+ : refuses discharge
- : grants discharge
0 : abstention

4. 2021 discharge: General budget of the EU - European Council and Council

4.2. Final vote on Motion for a Resolution

18 +
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ECR Ryszard Czarnecki, Cristian Terheş

ID Joachim Kuhs

PPE Carlos Coelho, Niclas Herbst, Monika Hohlmeier, Petri Sarvamaa, Simone Schmiedtbauer, Eleni Stavrou

Renew Olivier Chastel, Ilana Cicurel, Sophia in 't Veld

S&D Clara Aguilera, Hannes Heide, Victor Negrescu, Sándor Rónai

Verts/ALE Daniel Freund, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel

0 -

0 0

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention
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ПРИСЪСТВЕН ЛИСТ/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENČNÍ LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/ 
ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ 

LISTE DE PRÉSENCE/POPIS NAZOČNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLĒJUMU REĢISTRS/DALYVIŲ SĄRAŠAS/ 
JELENLÉTI ÍV/REĠISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOŚCI/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/ 

LISTĂ DE PREZENŢĂ/PREZENČNÁ LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOČIH/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/NÄRVAROLISTA

Бюро/Mesa/Předsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/Προεδρείο/Bureau/Predsjedništvo/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/ 
Biuras/Elnökség/Prezydium/Birou/Predsedníctvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*)

Monika Hohlmeier, Isabel García Muñoz, Sándor Rónai (1)

Членове/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Βουλευτές/Members/Députés/Zastupnici/Deputati/Deputāti/ 
Nariai/Képviselõk/Membri/Leden/Posłowie/Deputados/Deputaţi/Jäsenet/Ledamöter

Olivier Chastel (1), Ilana Cicurel (1), Carlos Coelho, Ryszard Czarnecki (1), Daniel Freund (1), Joachim Kuhs, Alin Mituța (1), Victor 
Negrescu (1), Jan Olbrycht, Michèle Rivasi (1), Petri Sarvamaa (1), Eleni Stavrou (1), Cristian Terheş (1)

Заместници/Suplentes/Náhradníci/Stedfortrædere/Stellvertreter/Asendusliikmed/Αναπληρωτές/Substitutes/Suppléants/Zamjenici/ 
Supplenti/Aizstājēji/Pavaduojantysnariai/Póttagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastępcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanţi/Náhradníci/ 
Namestniki/Varajäsenet/Suppleanter

Hannes Heide (1), Niclas Herbst (1), Marian-Jean Marinescu (1), Elżbieta Rafalska (1), Simone Schmiedtbauer (1), Sophia in 't Veld 
(1), Viola von Cramon-Taubadel

209 (7)

Clara Aguilera

216 (3)

56 (8) (Точка от дневния ред/Punto del orden del día/Bod pořadu jednání (OJ)/Punkt på dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/ 
Päevakorra punkt/Σημείο της ημερήσιας διάταξης/Agenda item/Point OJ/Točka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kārtības 
punkts/Darbotvarkės punktas/Napirendi pont/Punt Aġenda/Agendapunt/Punkt porządku dziennego/Ponto OD/Punct de pe ordinea 
de zi/Bod programu schôdze/Točka UL/Esityslistan kohta/Punkt på föredragningslistan)

Bas Eickhout, Jutta Paulus, Stanislav Polčák, Tiemo Wölken Item 7

Присъствал на/Presente el/Přítomný dne/Til stede den/Anwesend am/Viibis(id) kohal/Παρών στις/Present on/Présent le/Nazočni 
dana/Presente il/Piedalījās/ Dalyvauja/Jelen volt/Preżenti fi/Aanwezig op/Obecny dnia/Presente em/Prezent/Prítomný dňa/Navzoči 
dne/Läsnä/Närvarande den:
(1) 20.9.2023
(2) 21.9.2023
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Наблюдатели/Observadores/Pozorovatelé/Observatører/Beobachter/Vaatlejad/Παρατηρητές/Observers/Observateurs/Promatrači/ 
Osservatori/Novērotāji/Stebėtojai/Megfigyelők/Osservaturi/Waarnemers/Obserwatorzy/Observadores/Observatori/Pozorovatelia/ 
Opazovalci/Tarkkailijat/Observatörer

По покана на председателя/Por invitación del presidente/Na pozvání předsedy/Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung des 
Vorsitzenden/Esimehe kutsel/Με πρόσκληση του Προέδρου/At the invitation of the Chair/Sur l’invitation du président/ Na poziv 
predsjednika/Su invito del presidente/Pēc priekšsēdētāja uzaicinājuma/Pirmininkui pakvietus/Az elnök meghívására/ Fuq stedina 
taċ-'Chairman'/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/Na zaproszenie Przewodniczącego/A convite do Presidente/La invitaţia preşedintelui/ 
Na pozvanie predsedu/Na povabilo predsednika/Puheenjohtajan kutsusta/På ordförandens inbjudan

Съвет/Consejo/Rada/Rådet/Rat/Nõukogu/Συμβούλιο/Council/Conseil/Vijeće/Consiglio/Padome/Taryba/Tanács/Kunsill/Raad/ 
Conselho/Consiliu/Svet/Neuvosto/Rådet (*)

Комисия/Comisión/Komise/Kommissionen/Kommission/Komisjon/Επιτροπή/Commission/Komisija/Commissione/Bizottság/ 
Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissão/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen (*)

Dusan Sterle, Thirry Cretin, Teresa Anjinho, Angelo Maria Qualgini, Marita Salgrave, Yvon Slingenberg, Paula Abreu Marques, Gert 
Jan Koopman, Céline Gauer, Maarten Verwey, Massimo Garribba, Stéphanie Riso, Themis Christophidou, Wolfgang Burtscher, Marc 
Lemaître

Други институции и органи/Otras instituciones y organismos/Ostatní orgány a instituce/Andre institutioner og organer/Andere 
Organe und Einrichtungen/Muud institutsioonid ja organid/Λοιπά θεσμικά όργανα και οργανισμοί/Other institutions and bodies/Autres 
institutions et organes/Druge institucije i tijela/Altre istituzioni e altri organi/Citas iestādes un struktūras/Kitos institucijos ir įstaigos/ 
Más intézmények és szervek/Istituzzjonijiet u korpi oħra/Andere instellingen en organen/Inne instytucje i organy/Outras instituições 
e outros órgãos/Alte instituții și organe/Iné inštitúcie a orgány/Muut toimielimet ja elimet/Andra institutioner och organ

ECA Joëlle Elvinger

Други участници/Otros participantes/Ostatní účastníci/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Επίσης παρόντες/Other 
participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klātesošie/Kiti dalyviai/Más résztvevők/Parteċipanti ohra/Andere 
aanwezigen/Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alţi participanţi/Iní účastníci/Drugi udeleženci/Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare
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Секретариат на политическите групи/Secretaría de los Grupos políticos/Sekretariát politických skupin/Gruppernes sekretariat/ 
Sekretariat der Fraktionen/Fraktsioonide sekretariaat/Γραμματεία των Πολιτικών Ομάδων/Secretariats of political groups/Secrétariat 
des groupes politiques/Tajništva klubova zastupnika/Segreteria gruppi politici/Politisko grupu sekretariāts/Frakcijų sekretoriai/ 
Képviselőcsoportok titkársága/Segretarjat gruppi politiċi/Fractiesecretariaten/Sekretariat Grup Politycznych/Secretariado dos grupos 
políticos/Secretariate grupuri politice/Sekretariát politických skupín/Sekretariat političnih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristöt/ 
De politiska gruppernas sekretariat

PPE

S&D

Renew

Verts/ALE

ECR

ID

The Left

NI

Horia Cercel, Virginia Dila, Inmaculada Mateos Buenida 

Diana Popova 

Stephanie Antoine-Jacquemard  Bjørn Strøm 

Robert Godina, Aleksandra Podsadowska 

Ekaterina Frolova, Davide Quadri

Elisa Reschini

Кабинет на председателя/Gabinete del Presidente/Kancelář předsedy/Formandens Kabinet/Kabinett des Präsidenten/Presidendi 
kantselei/Γραφείο του Προέδρου/President's Office/Cabinet du Président/Ured predsjednika/Gabinetto del Presidente/Priekšsēdētāja 
kabinets/Pirmininko kabinetas/Elnöki hivatal/Kabinett tal-President/Kabinet van de Voorzitter/Gabinet Przewodniczącego/Gabinete do 
Presidente/Cabinet Preşedinte/Kancelária predsedu/Urad predsednika/Puhemiehen kabinetti/Talmannens kansli

Кабинет на генералния секретар/Gabinete del Secretario General/Kancelář generálního tajemníka/Generalsekretærens Kabinet/ 
Kabinett des Generalsekretärs/Peasekretäri büroo/Γραφείο του Γενικού Γραμματέα/Secretary-General's Office/Cabinet du secrétaire 
général/Ured glavnog tajnika/Gabinetto del Segretario generale/Ģenerālsekretāra kabinets/Generalinio sekretoriaus kabinetas/ 
Főtitkári hivatal/Kabinett tas-Segretarju Ġenerali/Kabinet van de secretaris-generaal/Gabinet Sekretarza Generalnego/Gabinete do 
Secretário-Geral/Cabinet Secretar General/Kancelária generálneho tajomníka/Urad generalnega sekretarja/Pääsihteerin kabinetti/ 
Generalsekreterarens kansli

Alessandro Chiocchetti

Генерална дирекция/Dirección General/Generální ředitelství/Generaldirektorat/Generaldirektion/Peadirektoraat/Γενική Διεύθυνση/ 
Directorate-General/Direction générale/Glavna uprava/Direzione generale/Ģenerāldirektorāts/Generalinis direktoratas/Főigazgatóság/ 
Direttorat Ġenerali/Directoraten-generaal/Dyrekcja Generalna/Direcção-Geral/Direcţii Generale/Generálne riaditeľstvo/Generalni 
direktorat/Pääosasto/Generaldirektorat

DG PRES

DG IPOL

DG EXPO

DG EPRS

DG COMM

DG PART

DG PERS

DG INLO

DG TRAD

DG LINC

DG FINS

DG ITEC

DG SAFE

Monika Strasser
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Правна служба/Servicio Jurídico/Právní služba/Juridisk Tjeneste/Juristischer Dienst/Õigusteenistus/Νομική Υπηρεσία/Legal Service/ 
Service juridique/Pravna služba/Servizio giuridico/Juridiskais dienests/Teisės tarnyba/Jogi szolgálat/Servizz legali/Juridische Dienst/ 
Wydział prawny/Serviço Jurídico/Serviciu Juridic/Právny servis/Oikeudellinen yksikkö/Rättstjänsten

Mihkel Allik

Секретариат на комисията/Secretaría de la comisión/Sekretariát výboru/Udvalgssekretariatet/Ausschusssekretariat/Komisjoni 
sekretariaat/Γραμματεία της επιτροπής/Committee secretariat/Secrétariat de la commission/Tajništvo odbora/Segreteria della 
commissione/Komitejas sekretariāts/Komiteto sekretoriatas/A bizottság titkársága/Segretarjat tal-kumitat/Commissiesecretariaat/ 
Sekretariat komisji/Secretariado da comissão/Secretariat comisie/Sekretariat odbora/Valiokunnan sihteeristö/Utskottssekretariatet

Evelyn Waldherr, Cristina Degueldre, Anca Balcanu, Kaare Barslev, Giulia Bastianello, Caterina Benincasa, Christelle Courtade, 
Susana Delmas Costa, Fernando Gallego Osuna, Evelyna Gisbrecht, Benoît Lefort, Miren Itxaso Madariaga Alcaraz, Ana Maria 
Nogueira Diego Rasetti, Paulus Johannes Stander, Jasna Toskova, 

Сътрудник/Asistente/Asistent/Assistent/Assistenz/Βοηθός/Assistant/Assistente/Palīgs/Padėjėjas/Asszisztens/Asystent/Pomočnik/ 
Avustaja/Assistenter

Anna Aresu, Kameliya Velcheva

* (P) = Председател/Presidente/Předseda/Formand/Vorsitzender/Esimees/Πρόεδρος/Chair/Président/Predsjednik/Priekšsēdētājs/ 
Pirmininkas/Elnök/'Chairman'/Voorzitter/Przewodniczący/Preşedinte/Predseda/Predsednik/Puheenjohtaja/Ordförande

(VP) = Заместник-председател/Vicepresidente/Místopředseda/Næstformand/Stellvertretender Vorsitzender/Aseesimees/Αντιπρόεδρος/ 
Vice-Chair/Potpredsjednik/Vice-Président/Potpredsjednik/Priekšsēdētāja vietnieks/Pirmininko pavaduotojas/Alelnök/ Viċi 
'Chairman'/Ondervoorzitter/Wiceprzewodniczący/Vice-Presidente/Vicepreşedinte/Podpredseda/Podpredsednik/ 
Varapuheenjohtaja/Vice ordförande

(M) = Член/Miembro/Člen/Medlem/Mitglied/Parlamendiliige/Βουλευτής/Member/Membre/Član/Membro/Deputāts/Narys/Képviselő/ 
Membru/Lid/Członek/Membro/Membru/Člen/Poslanec/Jäsen/Ledamot

(F) = Длъжностно лице/Funcionario/Úředník/Tjenestemand/Beamter/Ametnik/Υπάλληλος/Official/Fonctionnaire/Dužnosnik/ 
Funzionario/Ierēdnis/Pareigūnas/Tisztviselő/Uffiċjal/Ambtenaar/Urzędnik/Funcionário/Funcţionar/Úradník/Uradnik/Virkamies/ 
Tjänsteman
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European Parliament 
2019 - 2024  

 

Committee on Budgetary Control 
- The Secretariat - 

 

 

COORDINATORS' MEETING
  

Wednesday, 20 September 2023 
14.30-15.10 

Brussels 
 

SPAAK 5B1 

Summary of Coordinator’s recommendations 
 

Items for decision......................................................................................................................13
1. Screening of ECA reports ..............................................................................................13
2. Discharge calendar 2022................................................................................................13
3. Mission to Luxembourg on 30-31 October 2023...........................................................13
4. Prolongation of delegation to the Chair to decide on remote Coordinator’s meetings..14
5. Calendar of CONT meetings for January - March 2024 ...............................................14

Items for information ................................................................................................................14
6. Outcome of written procedures......................................................................................14
7. Expertise: New Framework Call for Tenders ................................................................15
8.  Language profile of the CONT meeting .......................................................................15
9. State of play of appointments on CONT files................................................................15
10. Documents received for information - see Annex VI..................................................15
11. Any other business.......................................................................................................15
12. Date of next Coordinators' meeting .............................................................................16

 

Coordinators present: 
EPP:   Petri SARVAMAA 
S&D:   Victor NEGRESCU 
Renew:  Olivier CHASTEL 
Greens:  Viola VON CRAMON-TAUBADEL 

The image part with relationship ID rId11 was not found in the file.
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ID:   Joachim KUHS 
ECR:   -- 
The Left:  Luke Ming FLANAGAN (remote participation) 
Items for decision  
 

1. Screening of ECA reports 
 
Report Title Date of 

publication 
Pol.group Secretariat’s/Chair’s 

proposal 
Special Report 
21/2023 

The Spotlight Initiative 
to end violence against 
women and girls 

11 
September 

EPP Refer to DEVE and 
FEMM for presentation 

Special Report 
22/2023 

Offshore renewable 
energy in the EU: 
Ambitious plans for 
growth but 
sustainability remains a 
challenge 

18 
September 

EPP Refer to ITRE for 
presentation 

 
 
 
Decision:  
 
Coordinators approved the proposals by the Secretariat/Chair with the addition that the 
Special Report 22/2023 will also be referred to ENVI. 
 

 

2. Discharge calendar 2022 

At their meeting on 18 July Coordinators approved the discharge calendar for 2022 as it stood 
at that time. Over the summer the calendar has been updated with precise information about 
which Commissioners will be heard at the specific time slots for these hearings. In addition, 
the deadlines of for the questionnaires have been set. Finally, hearing dates have been 
reshuffled for the committee meetings of 25-26 October and 6-7 November. 

Decision:  
 
Coordinators approved the updated discharge calendar. 
  

 

3. Mission to Luxembourg on 30-31 October 2023 
On 12 June 2023 the Bureau has authorised CONT to organise a mission to Luxembourg on 
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3031 October 2023 with a view to having the annual meeting with ECA and to visit the EIB 
and the EPPO. 

Decision:  
 
Coordinators approved the draft program for the mission to Luxembourg. 
 
The Chair once more invited Coordinators to enquire if further Members would like to join 
this mission since some groups are not represented. 

 

4. Prolongation of delegation to the Chair to decide on remote Coordinator’s meetings  
 

Decision:  
 
Coordinators approved the extension of the delegation to the CONT Chair to decide to hold 
Coordinators meetings in a hybrid format until the end of the current legislature. 
 
A decision to organise a Coordinators meeting in hybrid format will continue to happen only 
upon a specific request from at least one of the Coordinators at least five working days ahead 
of the meeting. 
 

 

5. Calendar of CONT meetings for January - March 2024 
 

Decision:  
 
Coordinators approved the draft calendar for CONT meetings from January to March 2024. 
 
Votes will as far as possible be organised with a view to finalise the voting on Thursday 
mornings. 
 

 

Items for information  
 

6. Outcome of written procedures  
Written procedure - deadline 4 August 2023. Summary of Coordinator’s recommendations 
was sent out on 7 August 2023. This procedure concerned the approval of the draft opinion 
in the form of a letter on the Regulation establishing the Ukraine Facility 
(2023/0200(COD)), launched on 20 July with a deadline on 4 August 2023. No comments 
on the Chair's draft were received by the deadline so it was deemed approved by CONT 
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Coordinators.  The draft opinion letter was voted in Committee on 4 September with 23 
votes in favour and 1 abstention and forwarded to the committees responsible 
(BUDG/AFET).  

 

7. Expertise: New Framework Call for Tenders  
The current framework contract for expertise in the field of EU budget, serving both 
BUDG   and CONT, will expire in April 2024.  

In order to ensure business continuity for both the outgoing and the new committees, the 
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs has launched a new procedure, again covering 
both BUDG and CONT areas of interest. 

Deadline for submissions is 20 November 2023. These new framework contracts should 
then start in July 2024 and run for 5 years, covering the entire 10th parliamentary term. 
In accordance with the Financial Regulation, the contract notice has been published 
electronically, and all relevant documents are available online: 

https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftId=14562  

 

8.  Language profile of the CONT meeting 
Since MEP Zdechovsky left CONT there is no longer a full Member speaking CS in the 
CONT Committee. CS is therefore removed from the CONT language profile, which will 
henceforth consist of the following 11 languages: 

DE EN FR IT EL ES PT HU PL RO HR. 

9. State of play of appointments on CONT files 
• Work in progress document 
• Overview of the points 

 

10. Documents received for information - see Annex VI   

11. Any other business 
The Chair raised the following two points: 

1. The CONT Secretariat has been contacted by MEP Charles GOERENS from Renew. 
Mr GOERENS would like to join the CONT mission to Luxembourg on 30-31 
October. Coordinators approved the participation of Mr GOERENS in the CONT 
mission to Luxembourg. 

2. The five rapporteurs in AFCO on the report on EP proposals for treaty revisions have 
submitted their draft report last week. The draft does unfortunately not include the 

https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftId=14562
https://epworkspace.in.ep.europa.eu/spaces/IPOL-Cont_Coordinators/Shared%20Documents/Internal%20Collaboration%20-%20documents%20in%20preparation%20only/03.%20Work%20in%20progress/CONT%20Work%20in%20progress.xlsx?d=w1ec8e91ade2949b89957900f9a6c7605
https://epworkspace.in.ep.europa.eu/spaces/IPOL-Cont_Coordinators/CONT%20Coordinators/Points%20system%20for%20allocation%20of%20files.xlsx?d=w97d3bdf283fb428794a919530bd8fe38
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proposal from CONT to revise Article 319 TFEU as included in the CONT opinion in 
the form of a letter. 

The Chair reported that the AFCO Rapporteurs invited the CONT Coordinators from 
the same groups to jointly table an amendment on the revision of Article 319TFEU, 
as already proposed by CONT. 

 

12. Date of next Coordinators' meeting 

• 25-26 October 2023 
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ISSUE N° 10 - 20-21 SEPTEMBER 2023

NEWSLETTER

Wednesday 20 September 2023, 14:30 – 15:10

*** In camera ***

1. COORDINATORS’ MEETING

***End of in camera ***

Wednesday 20 September 2023, 15:10 - 15:15

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

3. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points: 

Interpretation for was requested in the following languages: 

DE EN FR IT ES HU PL RO (20.09 14:30-15:15)
DE EN FR IT EL ES PT CS HU PL RO HR (20.09 15:15-18:30 and 21.09 14:00-17:30))

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

Adoption of Coordinators’ recommendations

A follow-up to the summary of Coordinators recommendation of 30 June 2023, item 3, was circulated to 
Members on 11 September 2023.

If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, these recommendations will be deemed approved.

COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2023 

14:30 - 15:10 (coordinators’ meeting) and 15:10 - 17:00 and
17:00 - 18:30 (joint meeting)

THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2023 

09:00 - 12:30 and 14.00 - 16.30

Brussels, SPAAK, 5B001

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=COMMITTEES&df=2022-04-20
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home/highlights
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*** Voting time ***

4. 2021 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COUNCIL AND 

COUNCIL

CONT/9/12206 2022/2083(DEC)

Adoption of draft report

PR – PE749.878v01-00 AM – PE752.834v01-00

Rapporteur Mikuláš PEKSA (Greens)

Administrator: Kaare Barslev

Shadow Rapporteurs: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP), Maria Grapini 
(S&D), Sophia In 'T Veld (Renew), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki 
(ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)

In May 2023, the Plenary again decided to postpone discharge for the 
Council in the light of the regrettable lack of information and refusal to 
cooperate with the Parliament and thereby preventing Parliament from 

taking an informed decision on the granting of discharge. 

In the second stage, Members will now have to decide on wheter to refuse or to grant discharge for the 
financial year 2021. The second draft report has deliberatly been kept short. It recalls the regulatory 
background and the well-established and respected practice of the European Parliament on granting 
discharge to all the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies for their administrative expenditure and 
the continued refusal by Council to cooperate with Parliament on the discharge procedure, thereby making 
it impossible for Parliament to grant discharge.

The report thereafter refers to the first discharge report from May and makes one addiotional observation 
concerning the limited use of commercial planes by the President of the European Council on his missions, 
which has come up since the first report.

The voting session will include votes on the 5 amendments, which have been tabled and a vote on the 
discharge decision. 

CONT Timetable

Event Body Date
Vote CONT 20 September 2023
Vote Plenary October II 2023

*** End of voting time ***

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/2083(DEC)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197539/MIKULAS_PEKSA/home
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Wednesday 20 September 2023, 15:15 - 16:00

5. PRESENTATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE NEW OLAF SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE

Administrator: Diego Rasetti

The Supervisory Committee of OLAF is an independent body established to reinforce and guarantee OLAF’s 
independence. Its mission is to monitor the implementation by the Office of its investigative function. Its 
main tasks, in particular, are to monitor the duration of investigations and the developments concerning the 
application of procedural guarantees. 

The Committee is composed of five outside independent persons who are highly qualified in the Office’s 
areas of activity, having experience in senior judicial or investigative functions or comparable functions. They 
are appointed by common accord of the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission for a term of 
five years, not renewable. The Members are replaced by a staggered renewal in order to ensure smooth 
functioning and to preserve the expertise earned during the mandates.  The Members of the Supervisory 
Committee appoint their Chair and define their Rules of Procedure.

The last round of staggered renewal led to a completely renewed OLAF Supervisory Committee as of 
September 2022. Today the five new Members will introduce themselves to the CONT Committee, explaining 
their background and their agenda and portfolios within the overall Supervisory Committee’s working 
programme.  

The Supervisory Committee addresses to the OLAF Director-General opinions (for instance on the working 
arrangements between OLAF and EPPO) and recommendations (on, inter alia, the resources needed to carry 
out the investigative function of the Office and on the duration of investigations).  Even though the 
Supervisory Committee must not interfere with the conduct of the investigations in progress, it has access 
(on request and of course with due regard to the requirements of confidentiality and data protection) to the 
case-related information and documents that it considers necessary for the performance of its tasks (for 
instance, to understand the reasons for an excessively long duration of an investigation).

Because of its peculiar and independent role, and of the continuous dialogue that it maintains with OLAF, the 
work of the Supervisory Committee provides very useful insights to the European Parliament and the 
Council, allowing thereby the CONT Committee to analyse the effectiveness of the actions aiming at 
safeguarding the Union’s financial interests. 
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Wednesday 20 September 2023, 16:00 - 17:00

6. DISCHARGE 2021: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

CONT/9/13138

Hearing with the Secretary-General of the European Parliament, Alessandro Chiocchetti 
on the follow-up of the 2021 discharge

Rapporteur for the 2022 discharge: 
Andrey NOVAKOV (EPP)

Rapporteur for the 2021 discharge:
Isabel Garcia Muñoz (S&D) 

Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

Shadow Rapporteurs for the 2022 
discharge: Maria Grapini (S&D), Gilles 
Boyer (Renew), Daniel Freund, (Greens), 
Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Matteo Adinolfi 
(ID), Younous Omarjee ((The Left)

In accordance with the resolution of 10 May 2023 accompanying the decision on discharge for the financial 
year 2021, the Secretary-General will briefly summarise the replies and follow-up on the European 
Parliament’s administration to the various questions of the 2021 European Parliament discharge resolution 
before proceeeding to an exchange of views.

The Secretary-General’s written replies were sent to Members by email of 13 September 2023, and have been 
published on the CONT website. It is proposed that the discussion is structured following this order of 
interventions:

 Brief presentation by the Secretary-General of the replies and follow-up of the administration;
 statement and oral questions by the Rapporteur for the follow-up of the 2021 discharge;
 reply by the Secretary-General to the Rapporteur;
 questions by the Rapporteur for the 2022 discharge and by other Members;
 replies by the Secretary-General and closing remarks by the Rapporteur for the follow-up of the 2021 

discharge.

Relevant documents

Members will find the relevant documents for the European 
Parliament discharge such as the report on budgetary and 
financial management, the annual accounts, the report on 
contracts awarded, Director-Generals' Annual Activity Reports and 
the replies and follow-up to last year's discharge resolution on the 
CONT 2022 budget discharge website.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/107212/ANDREY_NOVAKOV/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197742/ISABEL_GARCIA+MUNOZ/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/274582/DRAFT%20Resolution%20follow%20up_Decharge2021_rev%20CSG%20final%20clean.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/discharge-procedure/discharge-2022?tabCode=european-parliament
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CONT Timetable

Event Body Date
Consideration of draft report CONT 22-23 January 2024
Deadline for amendments CONT 30 January 2024, 14:00
Vote CONT 22 February 2024
Adoption of report Plenary April 2023 (TBC)

Wednesday 20 September 2023, 17:00 - 18:30

7. ECA SR 18/2023: EU CLIMATE AND ENERGY TARGETS

Joint meeting with Committtee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
CONT/9/13140

Rapporteur Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP)
Administrator: Ana Maria Nogueira

Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member 
Joëlle Elvinger 

Climate change is a global challenge, consequently, unlike many other 
issues, requires a holistic and cross-sectoral approach and cross-the-board 
transformation of our economies and societies. The impacts of climate 
change on biodiversity and ecosystems are expected to intensify, while 
activities such as agriculture, fisheries, transport, industry and energy 
production continue to cause biodiversity loss, resource extraction and 

harmful emissions. Over time, the EU has set itself increasingly ambitious climate and energy targets to 
respond to it. These include 2020 and 2030 targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, increasing the 
use of renewable energy, and promoting energy efficiency.

Climate change and the ways to address it is a highly controversial and 
divisive topic that attracts a high level of public interest, prompting the 
European Court of Auditors to analyse whether the achievement of the 
2000 targets was based on the EU’s own climate actions and compared 
well to other industrialised countries in the world.

The Court as well examined whether the EU had drawn lessons, by 
assessing whether the Commission and Member States have identified 
actions which have proved successful (and unsuccessful) in achieving the 
2020 targets, and whether these lessons have fed into the framework for 
achieving the more ambitious 2023 targets.

The Court found that the EU had achieved the three headline climate and 
energy targets (greenhouse gas emissions, renewable energy share and 
energy efficiency) for 2020. However, this was also due to the 
contribution of external factors, such as the COVID-19 pandemic and unexpected GDP fluctuations. The 
Commission has only a partial overview of the actions that proved successful in achieving the targets. The 
targets for 2030 are more ambitious than those for 2020, and, according to the report, so far little indication 
was found that this ambition will translate into sufficient action. 

***

Thursday 21 September 2023, 10:00 – 12:30

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/33982/MARIAN-JEAN_MARINESCU/home
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8. 2022 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - COMMISSION

CONT/9/12735

Hearing with the Directors-General of the Commission on 
their Annual Activity Reports (AAR):

 Mr Gert Jan Koopman, Director-General for European 
Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR)

 Mr Maarten Verwey, Director-General for Economic and Financial 
Affairs (DG ECFIN)

 Ms Céline Gauer, Director-General for Recovery & Resilience Task 
Force (SG RECOVER)

 Ms Ditte Juul-Joergensen, Director-General for Energy (DG ENER)

Rapporteur: Isabel García Muñoz (S&D) 

Administrators: Hans Stander 
Benoît Lefort

Shadow Rapporteurs: Monika Hohlmeier (EPP), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Viola von Cramon 
(Greens/EFA), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)

The discharge for the implementation of the EU Budget by the Commission and executive agencies 
traditionally kicks-off with a hearing of a number of the Directors-General of the European Commission. The 
Directors-General invited have been chosen because they work on policy areas deemed interesting and 
relevant for this year’s discharge by the Rapporteur, and for which later this year hearings with the associated 
Commissioners will take place. 

The hearing with the Directors-General serves to have a first discussion on these policy areas on the basis of 
the Annual Activity Reports of these DGs. The topics to be discussed range from the performance related 
topics such as contribtion to the Green Deal objectives, to financial management related topics such as 
reservations and the error rate.

For the 2022 discharge, the Rapporteur has selected the Directors-General of BUDG, AGRI, ECFIN, ENER, 
RECOVER, REGIO and RTD who will all make their appearance in this discharge hearing, which will focus on 
the Annual Activity Reports of the selected DGs. Traditionally, these hearings have a rather technical 
characted, in preparation for the more political hearings with the associated Commissioners later this year.

Hearing with Gert Jan Koopman, Director-General for European Neighbourhood Policy 
and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR)
In its 2022 Annual Activity report, DG NEAR reported that after the Russian invasion of Ukraine launched on 
24 February 2022, the circumstances of its work have radically changed: DG NEAR’s priority has been to 
respond to emergency needs in Ukraine, Moldova, and beyond. The EU and its Member States have 
mobilised over EUR 19 billion of support to Ukraine and Ukrainian people. DG NEAR also secured an energy 
support package for the entire Western Balkans, consisting of EUR 1 billion in EU grants, leading to 
investments of up to EUR 2.5 billion.

Concerning financial management and internal control, DG NEAR relies on the residual error rate (RER) study 
to identify residual errors not detected by the internal control system, and to conclude on its effectiveness. 
The RER study covered all types of payments made by DG NEAR, except administrative expenditure 
(representing 0.1% of the overall payments and contributions).

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197742/ISABEL_GARCIA+MUNOZ/home
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DG NEAR reported that, in 2022, it suspended the RER ex post controls for contracts implemented in Ukraine, 
Russia and Belarus, due to the political situation and the subsequent impossibility to communicate with and 
obtain cooperation from the national authorities and the majority of beneficiaries in these countries. The 
contracts closed between September 2021 and August 2022 related to Ukraine, Russia and Belarus will be 
included in the RER population once the political situation allows DG NEAR to resume the ex post controls. A 
reservation covering the situation in Ukraine has been raised and a deficiency having a major impact on the 
internal control has been registered in relation to the overall impact of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on the 
implementation of the control strategy. The action plan of the reservation will be followed-up and the 
impact of the deficiency will be monitored and the corrective and preventive measures will be undertaken, if 
necessary.

Hearing with Maarten Verwey, Director-General for Economic and Financial Affairs (DG 
ECFIN)
In 2022 DG ECFINs workload has been considerable now that the implementation of the RRF enters its most 
critical phase, with all National Recovery Plans adopted by the end of 2022, the parallel negotiation on the 
REPower EU plan leading to amendments to these plans, and 13 performance based payments made, for a 
total value of EUR 72.2 billion. 

Although DG ECFIN and SG RECOVER are the lead services working on the implementaiton of the RRF, 
supported by the other Commission Services, it is important to note that DG ECFIN is the authorising officer 
for the expenditure under the RRF, and thus responsible for the correct implementation.

We know from the Court’s report on the NRPs that the emphasis in the first years of implementation of the 
RRF is on reforms, and meeting milestones, while the emphasis shifts later to investments, and meeting 
targets, which carry, from a budgetary control perspective, a higher risk.

In that light the Commission in general, and DG ECFIN in particular, has made strides in 2022 in responding 
to recommendations of the Court of Auditors and the Commission’s Internal Audit Service, addressing the 
identified risks.

In anticipation of the European Court of Auditor’s Annual Report, it is noted that the DG ECFIN does not 
report errors as regards the expenditure under the RRF, and that the error rate for other expenditure under 
its authority is estimated to be almost 0 %.

Apart from DG ECFIN’s responsibilities regarding the implementation of the RRF, the DG is also responsible 
for the Macro Financial Assistance (MFA) to Ukraine, which totalled EUR 7,3 billion of payments in 2022 under 
the emergency and exceptional MFA programmes. In addition, DG ECFIN worked on the MFA+ programme 
which makes it possible to provide another EUR 18 billion to Ukraine in loans.

Hearing with Céline Gauer, Director-General for Recovery & Resilience Task Force (SG 
RECOVER)

The Secretariat-General reported that 2022 was marked by Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, which 
has had an impact on nearly all policy areas. The Secretariat-General has played a central role, steering the 
work of all Commission services in support of Ukraine. Overall assistance to Ukraine and its people from the EU 
and its Member States amounted to at least EUR 67 billion between the start of the war and February 2023. 
Responding to the impact of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, the Secretariat-General also helped 
adopt several sets of amendments to the Common Provisions Regulation. This ensured that funds could be 
mobilised in a flexible manner to address the consequences of the war, for instance to host people fleeing 
Ukraine.

In addition, the Recovery and Resilience Taskforce (SG RECOVER) in the Secretariat-General, together with the 
Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs (DG ECFIN), led the work on the recovery and resilience 
plans. In 2022, all 27 national plans were approved and 13 payments were made to Member States, to a total 
of EUR 72.2 billion. SG RECOVER and DG ECFIN jointly assessed each payment request against the milestones 
and targets previously set, and made sure to have sufficient assurances that the national control and audit 
systems of Member States were suitable. 
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Concerning reporting under the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), and in line with Article 30 of the RRF 
Regulation, the Commission established on 15 December 2021 a Recovery and Resilience Scoreboard 
displaying the progress of the implementation of the recovery and resilience plans of the Member States. 
Equally, SG RECOVER, jointly with DG ECFIN and in close collaboration with other DGs responsible for large 
funding instruments (BUDG, REGIO, EMPL, ENER), developed an approach aimed at defining the concept of 
double funding under the RRF.

Hearing with Ditte Juul-Joergensen, Director-General for Energy (DG ENER)
The Directorate-General for Energy (DG ENER) develops and carries out the Commission's policies on Energy., 
which was in 2022 heavily impacted by the weaponisation of natural gas supplies to the European Union and 
required the DG’s attention to mitigate its impact. This was mainly done through legislative initatives such as 
the RePowerEU Plan, the Gas Storage Regulation and, together with the Member States, the EU Energy 
Platform that brings together governments and stakeholders to support the security of supply and access to 
affordable energy.

DG ENER’s budget for 2022 amounted to EUR 931 million in commitment appropriations, and EUR 761 in 
payment appropriations. From its budget, DG ENER paid around EUR 600 million to the International 
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) and EUR 25 million to the Joint Undertaking Fusion4Energy, the 
EU’s implementing body for ITER. This accounts for over 80 % of DG ENER’s expenditure.

From the DGs Annual Activity Report it can be derived that the implementation of the ITER project is plagued 
by delays, and technical and organisational issues. Most notable in 2022 were the appointment of a new 
Director-General for the ITER organisation, and the appointment of a new Director for the Joint Undertaking 
Fusion4Energy. The developments in the ITER project were not of such nature that a financial reservation was 
necessary, indicating that there are currently no indications of major financial issues.

Thursday 21 September 2023, 14:00 – 16:30

9. 2022 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - COMMISSION

CONT/9/12735

Hearing with the Directors-General of the Commission on 
their Annual Activity Reports (AAR):

 Мs Stéphanie Riso, Director-General for Budget (DG BUDG)

 Ms Themis Christophidou, Director-General for Regional and 
Urban Policy (DG REGIO)

 Mr Wolfgang Burtscher, Director-General for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (DG AGRI)

 Mr Marc Lemaître, Director-General for Research and innovation 
(RTD)

Rapporteur: Isabel García Muñoz (S&D) 

Administrators: Benoît Lefort
Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: Monika Hohlmeier (EPP), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Viola von Cramon 
(Greens/EFA), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Joachim Kuhs (ID), Luke Ming Flanagan (The Left)

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197742/ISABEL_GARCIA+MUNOZ/home
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Hearing with Stéphanie Riso, Director-General for Budget (DG BUDG)
DG BUDG is the horizontal Commission service in charge of all budgetary matters, making sure the EU has 
the resources to deliver on its political priorities. In 2020 DG BUDG contributed to the proposal, negotiations 
and agreement of the 2021-2027 long-term budget and the NextGenerationEU instrument. In 2022, DG 
BUDG:

- Contributed to the agreement of the REPowerEU plan, which will enable EU countries to use the available 
RRF loans for energy projects; 

- Borrowed on capital markets to secure a stable flow of funding to the relevant programmes based on the 
regular disbursement needs’ assessment and in execution of the funding strategy. In 2022, DG BUDG 
continued to attract the strong investor interest towards its issuances even in challenging market conditions; 

- Fully mobilised all resources and flexibilities of the EU budget to secure funds for Ukraine and help the 
neighbouring EU countries face the unprecedented inflow of refugees. In this context, DG BUDG – on behalf 
of the EU – raised EUR 7.2 billion in loans in 2022 under its Macro-Financial Assistance programme for 
Ukraine and played a key role in putting together and negotiating the proposal for an unprecedented 
support package for Ukraine of up to EUR 18 billion for 2023, in the form of a joint borrowing guaranteed by 
the EU budget headroom;

- Protected the EU budget, including through the rule of law conditionality regulation, of which DG BUDG 
made use for the first time in 2022.

Concerning internal procedures and reporting, DG BUDG also reported to be the domain leader for financial 
management, and it is in charge of developing the SUMMA system that is gradually replacing the ABAC’s 
system, with the rollout of SUMMA across the Commission being planned for beginning 2024.

Hearing with Themis Christophidou, Director-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG 
REGIO)
In its Annual Activity Report, DG REGIO reported that 2022 was again a challenging year with Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine causing major economic upheaval with a rise in commodity prices, disruption of energy 
markets and high inflation. It also triggered one of the largest and fastest refugee movements Europe has 
seen. As was the case in other recent crises, cohesion became one of the first responders. REGIO came 
forward with the Cohesion’s Action for Refugees in Europe (CARE) and the Flexible Assistance to Territories 
(FAST-CARE) initiatives to support those fleeing the war and the ones welcoming them. Furthermore, REGIO 
adapted its European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI-CBC) programmes to better reflect the new realities in 
the Eastern neighbourhood and proposed Supporting Affordable Energy (SAFE) to address the 
consequences of the high energy prices.

DG REGIO’s Declaration of Assurance for 2022 was qualified by two reservations:

1. A reservation concerning ERDF/CF management and control systems for 56 programmes of the 2014-2020 
period (in 13 Member States and the UK), of which 11 ETC16 and 1 ENI-CBC.

To note that the number of programmes under reservation for the 2024-2020 period (81) was higher than 
the number of programmes under reservation in 2021 (68).

Equally, as for these 56 programmes from the 2024-2020 period, DG REGIO reported that the reasons for 
reservations (which might be cumulative) were: significant deficiencies in the functioning of the 
management and control system (17 containing two cases of possible suspicions of fraud or corruption) or in 
part of the system (14 cases). In addition, programmes with a residual rate above the materiality level of 2% 
(12 cases) deficiencies in the functioning of the management and control systems combined with a residual 
rate above the materiality level of 2% (13 cases).

2. A reservation concerning ERDF/CF management and control systems for 6 programmes of the 2007-2013 
period, in 3 Member States.

DG REGIO reports an estimated overall risk at payment for 2022 between 1.8% and 2.7% of the DG’s total 
relevant expenditure for 2022, resulting in an overall estimated overallrisk at closure of 1.3% for 2022, well 
below the materiality treshold.
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Hearing with Wolfgang Burtscher, Director-General for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (DG AGRI)
In 2022, DG AGRI’s activities were overshadowed by the lingering impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and, to 
greater extent, the fall-out of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The DG reports, under the heading of the European 
Green Deal, how EU food security considerations, and the EU’s role in ensuring global food security, have 
shaped the DG’s activities, including derogations from certain greening obligations.

The DG also reports that all CAP Strategic Plans have been approved in 2022, following the DG’s assessment 
of these plans that form the basis for the new, performance based CAP for which the first payments will be 
made to the Member States in 2023.

The DG continued its contribution to (legislative) initiatives related to the European Green Deal and Farm to 
Fork Strategy that will have an impact on the future of European farming and agriculture.

In terms of financial management, the DG continues its solid track record of audit and control of the funds it 
implements in shared management with the Member States. The DG reports an overall estimated error rate 
(risk at payment) of 1,76 %, while it estimates the risk at closure (after applying and adjustment on the basis 
of corrections and recoveries) to be 0,35 %. For the Fund that is known to be most error prone, the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, the DG estimates a risk at payment of 2,6 %, and a risk at closure of 
1,1 %. 

Hearing with Marc Lemaître, Director-General for Research and innovation (DG RTD)
DG RTD coninued to implement the Unions flagship research and innovation programme Horizon Europe in 
2022, contributing to the implementation of the Green deal, fighting climate change and contributing to the 
digital transition. 

In response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the DG immediately suspended payments to Russian 
participants in ongoing projects, and no new grants were signed. The DG also contributed to the 5th 
sanction package that provided the legal basis for the termination of participation of all Russian public 
entities in ongoing projects.

It committed EUR 1,3 billion, mostly related to Horzion Europe, which was 79,9 % of the budgeted 
commitment appropriations for 2022, a slight underperformance in comparison with the budget, presenting 
however an improvement comparted to 2021, when it implemented EUR 1,1 billion, or 71 % of the budgeted 
commitment appropriations.

In terms of financial management, the DG issued a reservation on reputational grounds on the expenditure 
related to the European Innovation Council. Following the restructuring of the European Innovation Fund, 
significant delays were created in the implementation of the European Innovation Council Accelerator 
scheme after investment decisions were put on hold, impacting beneficiaries. The reservation is of a 
reputational, rather than a financial nature.

As regards the error rate, DG RTD reports that no representative error rate for Horizon Europe is available in 
2022 as the ex-post audit campaign for the Programme is planned to be launched by the end of 2023. For 
Horizon 2020, the DG reports a detected error rate of 2,71 %, with a residual error rate of 1,67 %. DG RTD’s 
cummulative error rate for 2022 for all programmes it implements is calculated at 1,71 %. 

The error rate is in large part caused by complex financial rules and the DG aims to address this in Horizon 
Europe through simplifications. Most notably through the introduction of a single daily rate for personnel 
costs and the rollout of lump sum funding. For the use of lump sums, the DG reports that the European Court 
of Auditors recently provided feedback following their assessment of 10 lump sum grants. This feedback will 
be used, where necessary, to improve the DGs methodology for lump sums.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11. NEXT MEETINGS
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 5 October 2023 (Strasbourg)

 12 October 2023 (Brussels)

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on 

eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee

https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202101/CONT?meeting=CONT-2021-0106_1&session=01-06-13-45
http://www.contnet.ep.parl.union.eu/contnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg
mailto:cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html
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NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Publications Catalogue 2019 - 2023

CONT
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Slovakia”
At a Glance “The use of contract agents in decentralised EU agencies”
Briefing “Sponsorships of EU Presidencies: stocktaking and perspectives”
Briefing “The Role of Investigative Journalism to Uncover Fraud and Corruption in Europe”
Study “The use of contract agents in decentralised EU agencies”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Hungary”
Briefing “Preventing EU funds from ending up with individuals or companies tied to the EU-
Russia sanctions list”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Slovakia”
Briefing “Cohesion policy investments and Next Generation EU recovery fund: state of play 
of the monitoring and controls”
Briefing “Rule of law-related ‘super milestones’ in the recovery and resilience plans of 
Hungary and Poland”
Briefing “Financial support for the treatment and accompanying of Ukrainian refugees”
At a Glance “The European Commission's Use of Consultants in Preparing Legislation”
Study “The European Commission’s use of consultants in preparing legislation”
Briefing “C and P transfers in the EP’s budget in 2021 – in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Estonia”
Briefing “Gender equality in the college of the European Court of Auditors (October 2022)”
Briefing “Instruments and Tools at EU Level and Developed at Member State Level to 
Prevent and Tackle Fraud - ARACHNE”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Lithuania”
Briefing “Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen Commission, 2019 
- 2024: Johannes Hahn”
Workshop Proceedings “EU customs control mechanisms and their possible improvement”
Briefing “Technical support provided to EU Member States”
Briefing “EU customs control mechanisms and their possible improvement”

BUDG

Briefing “Ukraine: Financing of reconstruction and the role of the EU budget“
Briefing “Budgetary aspects of EU defence policy“
In-Depth Analysis “Recovery and Resilience Dialogue with the European Commission“
Briefing “EU Financial assistance to Africa and Latin America 2021-2027”
Briefing “Human and Financial Resources in Decentralised EU Agencies”
In-Depth Analysis “The rising cost of European Union borrowing and what to do about it”
Briefing “Statistical own resources: Examples of the gender pay gap and food waste”
At a Glance “The tools for protecting the EU budget from breaches of the rule of law: the 
Conditionality Regulation in context”
Briefing “Financial impact of the war in Ukraine: current and future challenges for the EU 
budget”
Study “The tools for protecting the EU budget from breaches of the rule of law the 
Conditionality Regulation in context”

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/264319/Publication%20catalogue.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/753256/IPOL_ATA(2023)753256_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/752384/IPOL_BRI(2023)752384_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/751217/IPOL_BRI(2023)751217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/747083/IPOL_BRI(2023)747083_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/749451/IPOL_STU(2023)749451_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/748840/IPOL_ATA(2023)748840_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/746371/IPOL_BRI(2023)746371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/746371/IPOL_BRI(2023)746371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/745665/IPOL_ATA(2023)745665_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/741528/IPOL_BRI(2023)741528_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/741528/IPOL_BRI(2023)741528_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/741581/IPOL_BRI(2023)741581_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/741581/IPOL_BRI(2023)741581_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/740000/IPOL_BRI(2022)740000_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/740208/IPOL_ATA(2022)740208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/739498/IPOL_STU(2022)739498_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/739133/IPOL_BRI(2022)739133_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/738227/IPOL_ATA(2022)738227_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/737872/IPOL_BRI(2022)737872_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/737760/IPOL_BRI(2022)737760_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/737760/IPOL_BRI(2022)737760_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/737057/IPOL_ATA(2022)737057_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/730889/IPOL_BRI(2022)730889_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/730889/IPOL_BRI(2022)730889_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/734922/IPOL_STU(2022)734922_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/732004/IPOL_BRI(2022)732004_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/733135/IPOL_BRI(2022)733135_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/751219/IPOL_BRI(2023)751219_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/752384/IPOL_BRI(2023)752384_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2023/747851/IPOL_IDA(2023)747851_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/749815/IPOL_BRI(2023)749815_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/751324/IPOL_BRI(2023)751324_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2023/749450/IPOL_IDA(2023)749450_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2023/744202/IPOL_IDA(2023)744202_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747931/IPOL_ATA(2023)747931_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747931/IPOL_ATA(2023)747931_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/747347/IPOL_BRI(2023)747347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/747347/IPOL_BRI(2023)747347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/747469/IPOL_STU(2023)747469_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/747469/IPOL_STU(2023)747469_EN.pdf
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Briefing “EU external action and crisis response: is the EU budget fit for purpose?”
Workshop Proceedings “The Role of the EU budget in International Climate Finance”
Study “Social tracking methodology for the EU budget”
Briefing “The Role of the EU Budget in International Climate Finance”
Briefing “Research for REGI, CONT and BUDG Committees - Cohesion Policy Calendar 
(2021-2027 and 2014-2020 Programming Periods)”
Workshop Proceedings “The EU borrowing strategy for NGEU: design, challenges and 
opportunities”

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS
BUDG
Briefing “Follow-up questions to the WS on "EU borrowing costs: drivers and dynamics - A 
comparative perspective”
Study “The impact of inflation on the financing of EU policies”
Study “Options for a stronger and more agile EU budget”

CONT
Study “The future of digitalisation of budgetary control”
Study “Due diligence in EU institutions procurement rules and practices”
Study “Transparency and accountability of EU funding for NGOs active in EU policy areas 
within EU territory”

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

CONT

Workshop “Preventing EU funds from reaching sanctioned individuals or companies” 
(6 November 2023)

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage: https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-
affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html

Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European 
Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are 
the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. 
The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/746372/IPOL_BRI(2023)746372_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/744203/IPOL_STU(2023)744203_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2023)742788
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/742134/IPOL_BRI(2023)742134_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/733141/IPOL_STU(2022)733141_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/733141/IPOL_STU(2022)733141_EN.pdf
mailto:poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html
https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html

